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Hilton’s ‘Czar’ Status on Talent 
In Statler Buy; Who s No. 1 Booker? 


By JOE COHEN 


The acquisition of the Statler 
Hotels chain last week by Conrad 
Hilton has put a pall on the talent 
agencies. The offices see the re- 
moval of competition for purchase 
of talent in the hotel field as the 
two chief competitors merge. They 
fear that it will be axiomatic that 
if the Hilton chain nixes an act, 
it’s virtually a lost cause in posh 
hostels, and what’s more there’s 
no longer the possibility of extract- 
ing more coin for a performer by 
setting up bidding between the 
Statler and Hilton chains. 

However, the major enigma in 
the setifp will be the role of Mer- 
riel Abbott, talent buyer for the 


4 Hilton chain. It’s not yet known 


whether, Miss Abbott will also take 
over the talent buying for the 
Statler group as well or whether 
John Grandee will continue to buy 
for the Statler chain. 


Presently, the Hilton outfit 
spends about $2,000,000 to satisfy 
the requirements of the original 
group, while the Statler spends 
around $1,000,000 for acts and mu- 
sic. Control of this kind of expen- 
diture would make the head buyer 
the most important in the amuse- 
ment fields, outside of the major 
hetworks. 

Speculation continues as_ to 
whether Miss Abbott will take on 
the added duties. True, Hilton 
said that wherever possible the 


(Continued on page 52) 





Chicago Tribune Refuses 
Ads For ‘La Ronde’; Mere 
Title Held Objectionable 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

The Tribune, Chicago’s largest 
newspaper, has nixed ads for “La 
Ronde” because it fears the re- 
proach of the strong Catholic ele- 
ment here. Led by the New World, 
pecie weekly publication of the 
Chicago archdiocese, certain Cath- 
olic groups have been waging a 
vociferous campaign against sex ex- 
ploitation _in films ever since 
‘. rench Line” blew in and out of 
a The boycott against what 

ey term “smut” in films subse- 
bt nd spread to newspaper ad- 
wa ments, to the extent of 
title the mere mention of the 
tak of an “undesirable” pic is 
a en for a dirty word. 
eae In effect, was what hap- 
adamare ;# Ronde.” The Trib, 
pert lant in squelching all copy 
the waning to the pic—and to the 
Seat re while “La Ronde” is cur- 
please used even such no-names- 
Fr ase copy as “Now Playing: A 

ench Film With English Sub- 


Ses,” according to Abe Teitel, 
Teitel af the World Playhouse. 


Be tit aid he offered to translate 

— “a to “The Merry-Go-Round” 
t at too was spurned. Anxious 
(Coatinued on page 63) 








Chrysler Yens Van 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Van Johnson, currently in Eng- 
land for filming of “End of the 
Affair,” in which he stars opposite 
Deborah Kerr, has been asked to 
emcee Chrysier’s upcoming hour- 
long show on CBS-TV beginning 
Sept. 30. . 

Negotiations have been conduct- 
ed via trans-Atlantic phone and 
cables for thesp to host the weekly 
frames, but so far he’s mulling the 
offer, hasn’t yet given his decision. 


Eastman Kodak's 
$1,500,000 Tintpix 
For David Wayne 


Entry of Eastman Kodak into 
network television sponsorship 
ranks, and on a color-only basis, 
is expected in January. Firm is 
close to a deal on a new David 
Wayne package to be shot in 35m 
Eastman color, and the deal would 
be significant in more ways than 
one. It reaffirms Eastman’s faith 
beth in tele as a spectacular sales 
force and as a future customer for 
Eastman product, especially color 
stock. And more significant, it in- 
dicates that Eastman has finally 
reached the decision that transmis- 
sion of color film on tv is no longer 
a problem. 

Series, which is being packaged 
by Wayne’s Norby Productions, is 
a comedy-drama titled “Norby” 
and will mark the “Teahouse of 
the August Moon” star’s debut as 
a television regular. Films will be 
shot in N. Y. at the Fox Movietone 
Studios, and will be budgeted at 
$40,000 each. There will be 39 half- 
hours in all, making a total for the 
package of $1,500,000 for the films 
alone. Roger Brackett is due in 
from the Coast to direct the series. 


‘94-City Color Circuit 
By End of Year’: AT&T 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. reported to the FCC yes- 
terday (Mon.) it expects to have 
40,000 channel miles of transmis- 
sion facilities equipped to bring 
color tv service to 94 cities by the 
end of the year. Company is now 
able to serve 47 cities with color. 

Among new cities to be placed 
on color circuit in next five months 
are Buffalo, Des Moines, Indianap- 
olis, Jacksonville, Knoxville, Little 
Rock, Miami, Norfolk, Richmond, 
Seattle, Portland, Ore., Portland, 
Me., Wheeling, Galveston and 
Phoenix. 











IT'S EASIER THAN 
KIGOING BABIES 


By FLORENCE LOWE 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

A new era in the use of tv in 
politics is about to dawn with the 
imminent end of the Congressional 
session. When the candidates hit 
the road to make friends and in- 
fluence voters, they’ll go armed 
with vidpix and 16m film to an ex- 
tent never before equalled. 


Accent in this stepped up use of 
tv is not on the big web shows, 
such as saturated the channels 
during the 1952 national campaign, 
but on the local level. The man 
fighting to retain his Congressional 
seat will try to win the home folks 
with tv film prepared on Capitol 
Hill. The Joint Radio-TV Record- 
ing Facilities of Congress has been 
working overtime for weeks to 
keep up with the demand from 
members for film and more film 
to send home to local video sta- 
tions. And indications are that 
many members of both houses are 
waiting for the final gavel to take 
advantage of the favorable rates 
and setup of their own tv studios 
to get to work on campaign pix. 

The expanded use of film, rather 
than live telecasts, is the unique 
feature of the coming political 
fray. Not only do stations find the 
complete package, such as those 
being prepared in the Congres- 
sional studios, better, but cam- 
paigners can use them over and 


(Continued on page 63) 


Ike, Cabinet 











In 4-Hr. Film 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

A precedent-breaking 30-min- 
ute tinted film short, “Report to 
the People,” starring President 
Eisenhower, with the entire Cabi- 
net and GOP Congressional leader- 
ship playing supporting roles, will 
be widely used during the fall po- 
litical campaign. In addition to the 
unique aspects of such a _star- 
studded cast assembled to assist 
local candidates, film is a shadow- 
caster of things to come on politi- 
cal colorcasts. 


Film, the brainchild of Robert | 


Coar, director of the Joint Con- 
gressional Radio-TV Facility, is 
intended primarily for the expand- 
ing 16m political sawdust trail. Al- 
though expandable to 35m for the- 
atrical purposes, it will undoubted- 
ly be most widely used in political 
rallies, clubs, and at state fairs. 
Latter type of tent show, incidental- 
ly, is likely to be one of the phe- 
nomena of the coming campaign, 
with tv-conscious Congressmen us- 
ing their film shorts for the mil- 
lions of their constituents who 
annually flock to the county or 
state fair. 

Led by the President, who will be 

(Continued on page 61) 


POLITICOS’ TELEFILM STUMPING — 
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897, of Dailies Charge Theatres 
Higher Rates Than Merchants 





Mae Vs. Soph in Las V. | 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. | 

Mae West and Sophie Tucker | 
will battle it out for top attendance | 
in Las Vegas in December. Miss | 
Tucker opens Dec. 22 at El Rancho | 
Vegas for six weeks. Miss West, | 
who closed her initial nitery date | 
at the Sahara yesterday (Mon.), re- | 
turns there some time in December | 
for four weeks. 
Each, of course, will be the New | 
Year’s attraction. 


N.Y. Cops’ Drive 
On Bway Creeps 





7% 
a 





Bolsterer To B.0. 


|ceived at the TOA office to date 
|also broke down percentage-wise 
|the degree of cooperation 
| exhibitors 


Owners of N. Y.’s first-run the- 
atres and proprietors of all other 
show business enterprises in Goth- 
am’s midtown area are hopeful | 
that the current. police drive | 
against undesirables will alleviate | 
a situation that has had a definite | 
detrimental effect on the boxoffice. | 
More than one film exec has com- 
mented in past that he’d prefer to 


keep younger members of his fam- | 
ily away from the Times Square | 
area at night. It’s a cinch that the | 


general public has the same atti- 


tude. | 


The seedy set is in evidence on 
nearly all side streets in the Forties | 
and low Fifties from Sixth to Eighth | 


Editor, VARIETY: 


Preliminary study of a survey 
of advertising rates conducted by 
Theatre Owners of America reveals 
that 89% of newspapers with a 
circulation of over 250,000 charge 
theatres higher rates than they do 
local merchants. While TOA notes 
that its study cannot be accepted 
as final on the basis of the returns 
it received so far from its mem- 
bers, it nevertheless feels that 
the sampling has been enough to 
indicate a trend. 

General conclusions reached 
from the study are: the majority 
of newspapers with smaller circu- 
lations and in smaller towns have 
the same rates for theatre advertis- 
ing as for local merchants; in 
metropolitan areas, the rates tend 
to be higher for theatre advertis- 
ing; a certain percentage of news- 
papers, although small, charge 
less for theatre advertising. 

The questionaires, answered by 
exhibitors, covered 224 newspapers 
in 154 cities and included answers 
from 36 states. The returns re- 


local 
receive from news- 
papers. The totals reveal 26% 
good, 43% fair, 31% poor. 

TOA emphasizes that the study 


(Continued on page 63) 





Chevalier’s Pledge: To 
Prove to World He’s No 
‘Dangerous Frenchman’ 


Cannes, Aug. 10. 
Thanks for having kept confi- 





ef 





Avenues. Alcoholics, derelicts, pan-| dence in me. The American Em- 
handlers, punks and loiterers of | }@SSY gave me my visa under very 
varying descriptions in recent | friendly circumstances. They cer- 
months have appeared increasing | tainly ought to know—after all, 
in number. They’re a disreputable | they're in Paris. 
element that has added shabbiness| Will spend the rest of my life 
to the entire Broadway sector. | Proving to the world that I am 
First full-scale effort to put the |the contrary of a “dangerous 
creeps on the run was launched | Frenchman” for anybody, any- 
by the cops week before last. where. Longing to shake the hand 


of all my show biz friends on 
Life Is Dull for Mambo 


Broadway, Hollywood, and_ the 
Maestro: No Bullfights | Beaucoup | Bids 


the world over. 
Maurice Chevalier. 

Hollywood, Aug. 10. Ph ag Ae oly green light to 

Most people welcome a change | © oo eg aed de k-jna A noah 

that puts them into one job instead | A ae My re bg + onesal rae 
of six, but mambatoneer Tony Mar- | ProKe Jast week. Underslood the 
: egy “ate |French star can write his ticket 
tinez is complaining. as Wanene: anid Shes ceinehe Mn 
: ight (Tues.) , | for Las Vegas and points east; tha 

Martinez starts tonig ues.) a! | William Goetz may now reinstate 
oe eee ol gg A a ga “The Chevalier Story” as a biopic 
his Res slals of six different for Danay aye, & project that —_ 
locations weekly, ranging from the | oe omy tg — page 3 

py, TEE b 1e lack of visa for the star; an 

Crescendo nitery on Sunset Strip | that, similarly, several vidpix ideas 

~ a South Pacific in Hermosa | sre stirring anew for a Franco- 
eacn. American tv film series. 

Under the old system, Martinez Presumably Chevalier’s  stale- 
complains, he kept Sundays invio-|mate stemmed from the “Stock- 
late so he could go to Tijuana,|holm Peace Petition,” which he. 
Mex., for the bullfights. Now he’s | says he signed unwittingly, and in 
stuck on the gringo side of the|complete ignorance of its Russo- 
border until Monday—when there | inspired or other political infer- 
are no bullfights. ence, 
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One-Bis Writer Union Hits a Snag 
Just When Consolidation Looked Set 


The surface calm that existed ¢ 


last week when Television Writers 
of America announeed that it 


planned consolidation with the pro- | 


posed Writers Guild of America 
has dissolved. A faction of the 
TWA membership is dubious now 
about a happy alignment with the 
union since the latter filed with 
the NLRB for jurisdiction in the 
live television field. 

Irate members of TWA slapped 
out at WGA for “going to Wash- 
ington.” Since TWA had decided 
to join with Television Writers 
Group. Screen Writers Guild and 
Radio Writers Guild in the new or- 
ganization, it was decided that 
there was no need for the petition 
for contro] of scribblers. “Why file 
alone when we could file together?” 

It was felt that the filing and the 
suspicious attitude of some TWA 
men were stumbling blocks to gen- 
uine unity. However, one of the 
dissenting TWA members still fore- 
saw unification because the board 
of TWA was “discouraged.” This, 
he opined, was not like the breezy 
tieup expected as recently as last 
week. 

With what the same TWA spokes- 
man considered a lack of faith on 
the part of WGA. he launched into 
a rap at the planned makeup of 
the new organization. He said that, 
as with Authors League. every- 
thing in the new organization will 
be decided by the council of the 
union and not by the general mem- 
bership. This, he said, was what 
the WGA constitution provided. As 
for TWA, he observed that “deci- 
sions were made by the rank and 
file.” 

“Existence of TWA has forced a 

(Continued on page 61) 





Dismisses Castleman 
Suit ‘With Prejudice’ And 
No Fees for Reich 


Judge Ben Harrison in Les An- 
geles last week (6) dismissed “‘witn 
prejudice’ the action brought by 
attorney Bernard Reich against 
RKO and Howard Hughes. He also 
denied Reich's application for at- 
torney fees, holding that Reich was 
in the employ of the N. Y. attor- 
neys for Eli B. and Marion V. Cas- 
tleman who had brought the origi- 
nal suit against the defendant. 

Judge Harrison’s decision puts 


an end to further action in the case | 
brought by the minority stockhold- | 


ers of RKO. 

The court held that dismissal 
with prejudice was in order since 
41) the sales of all RKO assets to 
Hughes had made the action mute, 
and the Delaware court had upheld 
the validity of the transaction. (2) 
The action involving the same is- 
sues in Nevada had gone to final 
judgment and another examination 
was therefore not in order. 

Harrison held that “local counsel 
must look to his employer and not 
to this court for his fee.” The 
Nevada court had made allowances 
for attorney fees, but had not in- 
cluded Reich. 

Latter in late June had filed a 
130-page memorandum of facts 
with Judge Harrison, asking reac- 
tivation of his (Reich’s) request for 
a master to investigate the entire 
Hughes-RKO-Castleman case which 
shas dragged through the courts of 
N. Y., California, Nevada and Dela- 
ware for more than a year and a 
half. 





Takes Leon Errol’s Name 


Detroit, Aug. 10. 

Probate Judge James H. Sexton 
has granted Mrs. Bertha Gertrude 
Rood the right to change her name 
to Bette Errol Rood because she 
was reared by the late stage star, 
Leon Errol, and his wife. 

Mrs. Rood, a divorcee, has a two 
and a half-year-old daughter. 


Freeloaders Attention: 
_ Champagne On the Cuff 
At ‘Complex’ Openings 


Orange drink concessions at 
theatres that have booked Leslie 
Stevens’ “Champagne Complex” 
will have stiff opening night com- 
petition, with biz probably _ re- 
stricted to teetotalers. First-night- 
ers will be able to imbibe cuffo 
champagne. 

Via a tie-in with the Park & Til- 
ford distributor, Heidsieck Dry 
Monopole champagne _ will be 
poured out to opening night audi- 





ences in New Hope, Pa., Hartford, | 
Boston and New York. Stunt will | 


be initiated Aug. 23 when the com- 
edy starts a tryout at the Bucks 
County Playhouse, New Hope. 
Drinks will be dispensed by six 
femme bartenders. Special glass- 
ware with the play’s title and a 
picture of the femme lead, Patricia 
Smith, will be used. 


Bucks County is adding a special 


feature to the gimmick, a Cham-_ 


pagne Toot bus package, covering 


transportation to and from New) 


| York, dinner at Monte Proser’s 
Playhouse Inn, which adjoins the 
theatre, and a ticket to the show. 
Tab for the works, including the 
champagne freeload, is $8.95. 


“Complex,” scheduled to open 
on Broadway Oct. 27, is being pro- 


duced by Alex Cohen, in associa- | 
tion with Gayle Styne. As a press- | 


agent for commercial clients, 
Cohen is an experienced hand at 
tie-ins. He and Park & Tilford fig- 
ure the champagne stunt is a nat- 
ural for national picture spreads. 


Equity Mulls Charges 





Charges against John Barrymore 
Jr. of “conduct unbecoming an 
Actors Equity member” were pre- 
‘sented to the union’s council yes- 
terday (Tues.). No decision was 


reached on the acceptance or dis- remember his name. If you are! Gambling is the chief relaxation | 


missal of case. 

_ Complaint was filed by Charlotte 
and Lewis Harmon, operators of 
the Clinton (Conn.) Playhouse, and 
the Equity members who appeared 
at the barn in the July 26-31 pro- 
duction of “The Man,” in which 
Barrymore starred. 

| Charges involve insubordination 
and the use of obscene language. 
If the council accepts the com- 
plaint, a date for a hearing will be 
set. A final decision against Barry- 
more could result in his being 
censured, fined, suspended or ex- 
pelled. Union has never ousted a 
member, but has occasionally sus- 
pended or 
|individuals on various charges. 
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Abbott, Saroyan 


| 
| 


} 
' 
' 


- Team on Musical 


| George Abbott and William 
iSaroyan will collaborate on the 
book of a new musical, to be pro- 
duced by Frederick Brisson, Rob- 
ert Griffith and Harold Prince, 
presenters of “Pajama Game.” 
Original yarn will have a San 
Francisco locale and may star Shir- 
ley Booth. No composer is set, but 
Abbott will direct. Show is slated 
for the fall of 1955. 


Saroyan is due east shortly, but | 
intensive work on the new script | 
|won’t get under way until after | 
the opening of “On Your Toes,” | 


the Rodgers-Hart musical of 1936- 
37, which Abbott will stage and 
produce with Richard Rodgers as 
silent partner. It’s due to open Oct. 
11 at the 46th Street, N.Y. 

| Second company of “Pajama 
Game” will probably be produced 
|/next January by Brisson-Griffith- 
‘Prince to play Chicago and other 
towns. No casting has been an- 
nounced. 











Anonymous Unanimous 
By HAL BLOCK 


| I have just been asked to be a 
{charter member of a new fra- 
| ternity called “Anonymous Unani- 
'mous.” The purpose of this Society 
‘is to band together in fraternal 


« 


| “can’t remember a person’s name 
— save their lives.” 


| There is nothing quite as discon- 
_certing as seeing someone ap- 
| proaching you that you ktow very 
|well and realize that you don’t 


!alone you can usually bluff your 
| way through with such inane 
| phrases as “Glad to see you. . 
How are things? ... What are you 
doing now? . . . How is the old 
|gang?” ... and other famous 
{quotes from Roget’s Thesaurus. 


| However, when Blank Night 
/reaches you, you are never alone. 
| There is always the “little woman” 
| with you, who stands around like 
an expectant M.P. until you have 
-to introduce her. Sometimes you 
|can get around the embarrassment 
by saying to Mr. Anonymous, “Of 
|course, you know Barbara Kline- 
mine .. :2* . ne gaye BO. 
|you’re cooked! Another way to do 


| Gxvmragt’—and hope for the best. 
|If Barbara says, “What was that 
/name again?”—you have a choice 
(Continued on page 61) 


Miscast, Paid Off 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

In latest in a series of cast 
changes by Allied Artists, “An- 
/napolis Story,” Kevin McCarthy 
| has replaced Richard Aeckel. Lat- 
| ter reportedly bowed out because 
'he was too youthful to play John 
Derek's older brother. Studio re- 








one ‘portedly paid him full salary and 


|is now searching for another part 
| for him to undertake later. He was 
|to have co-starred with Derek and 
Diana Lynn. 

| Miss Lynn took over when Debra 
Paget was withdrawn by 20th-Fox 
to go on loanout to Panoramic for 
| “White Feather” and Terry Moore 
| nixed part. 


Feature directed by Don Siegel, | 


, rolled Monday. 


employed a guided group of 30 


Evansville and Pensacola. 


New Slant on Wish-You-Were-H 
United Artists has received some unexpected advance ballyhoo 
on “Summertime,” the Ilya Lopert film version of “Time of the 


Cuckoo” now shooting in Venice. 
David Lean, who is directing Katharine Hepburn in the picture, 


American tourists as extras. As 


Lean briefed the vacationists on their background camera stint, 
unit publicist Mike Mindlin snapped stills and ferreted out the 
names and addresses of the rubbernecking supernuteraries. 

By the timé the third take was wrapped up, stories and photos 
about the film tyros (with a “Summertime” 
on their way to homeside papers in such 


lug, of course) were 
as Venice (Cal), 








Audrey ona Vespa Vs. Marilyn on Sofa 
Keys Dior's New v 2D 


K0.of 3-D Look 





To the Showers, Ed 


Ed Sullivan, the “Toast of 
the Town” topper, frequently 
becomes a minor Milton Berle, 
inasmuch as he joins in the 
performance with various acts. 
Sullivan found the ideal spot 
last week (8) when he re- 
| hearsed joining Les Charlivels 
(3) in their final trick, where 
one brother is carried piggy- 
back by another and catches 
the third frere with his legs. 

Sullivan elected to be the 
piggyback sitter and was in- 
structed not to move when the 





catch was being made. During 
rehearsal, Sullivan . assumed 
his stance and when the frere 
came flying, Sullivan moved 
his noggin to one side and was 
slammed on his conk. In an- 
other try, he moved in another 
direction, and got cracked on 
the face. The Charlivels per- 
formed their regular act on the 
show without Sullivan. 


‘Adventure Still Rules 
_ Macao; Gals Serve Your 
Opium at Hotel Bedside 


By DICK LARSH 


Macao, Aug. 3. 
The tiny Portuguese colony of 











SSNs 


Macao, only a four-hour ferry ride | 


|from Hong Kong, is a must on the 
tourist list for visitors 
' Crown Colony. Its deserved repu- 
| tation for dark hours, intrigue and 
wickedness comes from its odd 


| position between the two worlds | 


|separated by the Bamboo Curtain. 


‘is 95% of the entire citizenry— 


Against Barrymore Jr. misery, all the poor souls who! and which side these Chinese are | 


|on, at what time, is strictly a mat- 
ter of conjecture. 


Adventure can be found in Ma- 
cao’s night—and danger for the 
unwary who overimbibe and wan- 
ider its cobblestone alleys alone. 





|for the localities, with fantan and 


bird cages operated by smiling 


-| Chinese girls to be found every- 


‘where. Dancehall hostesses wear 


slit skirts and highnecked blouses | 


|/and earn about $30 a month. For 
| 32¢ the tourist can smoke a single 
|pipe of opium in any number of 
|dingy dens; for a little more, the 
|pipe of forgetfulness can be de- 
livered to your hotel room—by a 
comely serving gal to heat the joy 


|gum by your bedside. Some hotels | 


‘even feature rooms with built-in 
wooden couches, the preferred 
| equipment for the hep lolling puf- 


.|fer who spurns the softness of a 


;mattress for his escape to tempo- 


otherwise penalized /|it is to say, “Barbara, this is Mr. | Tary Nirvana. 


Prosties work only in the mai- 
sons de, joie and there are no 
femmes de pave. Neither a recent 
government ban nor the efforts of 
the churches have been able to 
close down the brothels which pro- 
vide a variety of Eurasians, White 
Russians, 

(Continued on page 63) 


Uphold Hugh Herbert Will; 
Relief Fund Home Benefits 


: Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 

Motion Picture Relief Fund will 
benefit by $153,342 through a de- 
cision by Superior Judge Roy L. 
Herndon upholding the validity of 
the will of the late Hugh Herbert. 
The will had been contested by 
Herbert's brother and niece. 

The estate was valued at $163.- 
Mrs. Rose E, Herbert, and the rest 
queathed to Herbert's former wife, 
Mrs. Rose E. Herbert and the rest 
|to the MPRF, 








to the. 


:Its Chinese population of 300,000) 


Chinese and Japanese | 


. By LUCETTE CARON 


Paris, Aug. 10. 

By eliminating women’s bosoms. 
| Christian Dior crowded all other 
| news from the Paris headlines and 
| stirred up an-even greater ,storm 
lof publicity than last year’ when 
| he raised their skirts. 
His flair forthe sensational js 
| equalled by his sense of timing, 
| Realizing that Audrey Hepburn on 
|a Vespa was better b.o. than Mari- 
lyn Monroe on a sofa, he pulled a 
ifast switch, et voila!—the 3-D 
'ecurves he gave women seven vears 
ago in the New Look of 1947. he 
took away in the Flat Look of 1955. 


It was only after the first three 
or four mannequins had paraded 
before them, that the fashion press 
got the full impact of the delayed- 
|action bomb that had been ex- 
| ploded (named with questionable 
innocence; the “H” line). By use 
{of a new geometric pattern and a 
| tricky bra, whose construction is 
|a carefully guarded secret, Dior 
| manages to create the illusion that 
a woman’s figure resembles the 
| parallel verticals of am H. As dis- 
| tinguished from the Chane! girl! of 
ithe ’20s, the unwanted bust is 
| pushed upwards, as well as flat- 
i tened. “The ideal distance for the 
bosom is now 8 inches from the 
shoulder seams,” Dior has ruled. 
(It was previously 10). 

Everything in Dior’s collection 
carries out the underlying “H” 
theme and the  deemphasized 
bosom. Coats are narrow tubes 
‘with soft draped collars. Perfectly 
cut suits have neat tight sleeves, 
and their longer jackets hit the 
-middle of the skirt, forming the 
horizontal bar of the H. Dresses 
with narrow plain tops and long 
torsos flare out after five. Ballet 
dancers’ tutus and formal 18th 
century dresses are equally popu- 
lar. Busts or no busts, there is 
| perfect agreement among American 
' manufacturers: Dior has never pro- 
' duced a better show. 


Fath’s Showmanship Also 


Jacques Fath can always be de- 
pended on for amusement. His 
opening number was more like a 
can-can ballet at the FPolies Ber- 
| gere than a collection. The delight- 
ed audience was treated to a dis- 
play of four beautiful girls in ruf- 
fled petticoats who temptingly 
lifted their skirts to disclose go!d- 
en-topped stockings, held up by 
| diamond garters. The “bride” pro- 
vided a slightly novel touch by 
wearing over her virginal satin 
gown a lace maternity jacket. Even 
Ingrid Bergman—a faithful atten- 
dant at the Press collections— 
failed to keep a straight face. Fath 


(Continued on page 61) 


Betty Garrett Returns, 
Subs for Judy in Col’s 
Remake of ‘Sis Eileen’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Betty Garrett replaces Judy Hol- 
liday as lead in Columbia's musical 
remake of “My Sister Eileen 
under new longterm contract. Fea 
ture starts in mid-September. with 
Janet Leigh as Eileen, Aldo Ray 
as the Wreck. Miss Garrett plays 
Ruth. Her last pic was Metro's “On 
The Town.” 

Jack Lemmon, originally set for 
male lead, was forced to exit cast 
lineup due to conflict with 
Warner's “Mr. Roberts,” for which 
he goes on loanout from Columbia 
Aug. 15. 

Judy’s Foot Mending — 

Judy Holliday is recuperating at 
Harkness Pavilion, N. Y., followins 
/a successful foot operation. She 
'recently returned from the Coast, 
'where she completed’ a_ staring 
trole in Columbia's “Phftit.” 
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Slow Recovery of Confidence in Films: 
Chase Nat'l Again Financing Some 


Columbia is negotiating with the + 


Chase National’Bank for financing 
for three pictures involving indie 
producers. The deais would be 
similar to the one arranged for 
Sam Spiegel’s “On the Water- 
front,” for which the bank pro- 
vided up to 50% of the production 
costs with Col guaranteeing com- 
pletion of the picture. Although 
the coin went to Spiegel’s Horizon- 
American company, the Chase ac- 
tually had no dealings with Spie- 
gel, Col pursestringers handling 
the whole deal. 

Chase, which had been absent 
from film financing for a long pe- 
riod, is back in the fold now on a 
more active basis. While its picture 
business does not approach the 
scope of that of Bankers Trust and 
the Chemical Bank & Trust Co., 
it is now lending a more attentive 
ear to picture propositions. How- 
ever, it’s policy now is to accept 
only gilt-edged deals, with the as- 
surance that a major producer- 
distributor is back’ng the indie 
filmmaker. 

Chase returned slowly to film 
financing about two and a half 
years ago after a previous unpleas- 
ant experience with the entertain- 
ment business. During the 30's, it 
found itself the unwanted owner of 
what is now 20th-Fox. Of the ma- 
jors, Columbia, which likes to 
spread its borrowing around, is its 
most active client. Many of the 
Sam Katzman pictures released by 
Col are financed partly by the 
Chase. é 


Salt’ Wins Czech 
Fest Grand Prize 


Berlin, Aug. 3. 

The recent Eighth Karlsbad In- 
ternational Film Festival (CSR), 
according to dispatches, saw the 
U.S. pie, “Salt of the Earth,” and 
the Russian film, “The Faithful 
Friends,” winning the Grand Prix. 
So-called Peace wards were given 
to the DEFA (East German) bio- 
pic, “Ernst Thaelmann,” and the 
Japanese “Children of Hiroshima.” 
—— was attended by 28 na- 

ons. 


While most of the pix came from 
behind Iron-Curtain countries, 
there were also several entries 
from West European nations, such 
as England’s “The Cruel Sea,” 
France's “Mauritius Case,’ Swe- 
den’s “The Ardent Loves of My 
south, “Switzerland’s ‘Heidi,’ 

c. 








Charges Red Slant 

z Washington, Aug. 10. 

Salt of the Earth,” indie pic 
made by several of the original 
Hollywood Unfriendly 10” is once 
again “proven” to be Communist 
slanted or favored. Its victory in 
the recent Prague (Czechoslovakia) 
Film Festival, is so interpreted by 

(Continued on page 16) 


Anna Magnani To Play 
‘Rose Tattoo’ For Wallis: 
Rolls In Hollywood 


_Italy's Anna Magnani has been 
signed for the lead in the film ver- 
Sion of “Rose Tattoo,” the 1951 
Sitek and is due to come to the U.S. 
n September for the preliminaries. 
Pic rolls in November. 
en Wallis, who'll produce for 
apramount release, left for Europe 
og the S.S. United States from 
Rome nee (6) bound for Paris, 
While j ermany and Switzerland. 
a In Rome, he’ll have discus- 
riser on the film with Miss Mag- 
Willi: and playwright Tennessee 
In Paris, W 
aris, Wallis will do back- 
8round lensing for his a osmen 
Fen and Lewis in Paris” which 
ad into production on the Coast 
er the first of the year. Wallis 


€xpects to be ba , 
mid-September. ck from Europe in 








v 





‘Talented, Too 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Simone Silva is an actress, 
officially. The Immigration 
Department in Washington re- 
versed the ruling of District 
Officer Landon to issue a work 
permit to the British gal, who 
is under contract to Al Petker. 

The gal who posed in the 
semi-nude with Robert Mit- 
chum was first denied the per- 
mit on the ground that she 
did not have the necessary 
talent. 


Philharmonic Telltale 
Closed-Circuit Tele Test; 
Set Asking Terms: 457 


Dor Theatre Television, promo- 
ter of the closed-circuit theatre 
telecast of the N. Y. Philharmonic 
Symphony Orchestra’s opening 
concert Oct. 7, is asking terms of 
a straight 45% of the b.o. take. 
No advance guarantee is. involved. 

According to President Edmund 
L. Dorfmann, the concert, originat- 
ing from Carnegie Hall will deter- 
mine his future program in this 
field. If the event proves a suc- 
cess, Dorfmann plans to line up a 
subscription series involving the 
Philharmonic, the Philadelphia and 
Boston symph orchestras. He has 
an option on all three outfits for 
a number of years. 

Some 22 theatres have already 
signed for the concert and on the 
basis of current negotiations, Dorf- 
mann anticipates a network of 31 
theatres by Oct. 7. He is current- 
ly negotiating with a national or- 
ganizations in the Women’s Club- 
Junior League category to serve 
as local sponsors of the concert. 
Average price per seat for the at- 
traction is expected to be $2. 

The opening Philharmonic con- 
cert, conducted by Dimitri Mitro- 

(Continued on page 18) 


STUDIOS GRANT MORE 
ACTOR PARTICIPATIONS 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Universal-International started 
something when it handed James 
Stewart those fat participation 
deals. Now every studio in Holly- 
wood, with the sole exception of 
Metro, is doing it and the free- 
lance stars are gathering in the 
shekels by the truckload. 


In addition to the Stewart setup, 
UI has made participation deals 
with such stars as Tyrone Power, 
Alan Ladd, Gregory Peck and Er- 
rol Flynn. Ladd has a similar deal 
with Warners for one of his films, 
and at the same studio Doris Day 
draws a salary of $150,000 a pic- 
ture—plus 10% of the gross of 
each film after expenses are paid. 


Paramount has a participation 
deal with Alfred Hitchcock and 
Stewart in “Rear Window,” another 
with Hitchcock and Cary Grant in 
“To Catch a Thief” and still an- 
other with Peck in “Roman Holi- 
day.” 

In addition, many top stars have 
formed indie corporations which 
work with major studios on a par- 
ticipation basis. Danny Kaye’s 
Dena Productions has a profit shar- 
ing agreement with Paramount. 
Others in the participation busi- 
ness are Bob Hope, John Wayne’s 
Batjac and the Allen-Broccoli War- 
wick Productions, 

Metro still frowns on the idea, 
although it lost the services of 
Clark Gable who ankled the lot 
because of a participation deal with 
20th-Fox where gets 10% of the 
gross from the first dollar, 














Bernie Wayne on ‘Flanders’ 

Composer Bernie Wayne has 
been signed to write the score for 
the 20th-Fox’s ‘Moll Flanders,” 
starring Vanessa Brown. 

Wayne previously worked on the 
Paramount lot under Buddy De 
Sylva. 








ES 








pISCUIT FIRM 
PLUGS ‘GRETEL 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

A completely new type of film 
production demands a completely 
new approach to _ selling —so 
Michael Myerberg has opened up 
a complete new world of promo- 
tional tieups in a saturation cam- 
paign for ‘Hansel and Gretel” that 
appears to dwarf anything hereto- 
fore, attempted. Backbone of the 
campaign is close collaboration 
with old line commercial firms 
which have never before agreed 
to picture tieups because of the un- 
certainties of release schedules and 
other details. 


Myerberg, however, operating on 
the theory that “show ’em you’re 
a business man and they’ll do busi- 
ness,” has laid down a pattern for 
release and guaranteed that his 
puppet feature would adhere to it. 
As a result, he has grabbed a 
whopper tieup with the usually 
conservative National Biscuit Co. 

Bakers are going all out to pro- 
mote the film in return for re- 
ceiving, without cost, the exclusive 
rights to market a Hansel and 
Gretel cookie which will be on the 
market concurr gitly with the open- 
ing of the film at the Winter Gar- 
den in New York this fall. As part 


(Continued on page 18) 


Expect Theatre 
Terms Going Up 


On Sept. Fight 


Theatres planning to carry the 
theatre telecast of the Recky Mar- 
ciano-Ezzard Charles championship 
fight on Sept. 15 may be faced with 
stiffer terms than for the June tele- 
cast of the first fight between the 
pair. For the first tilt, Nate Hal- 
pern’s Theatre Network Television. 
which again snared the rights in a 
deal with the Internationai Boxing 
Club, signed theatres for the low- 
est terms yet offered for a title 
bout telecast. 

The terms, a guarantee of 19c 





-at the behest of Spiegel who was 





(Continued on page 18) 


5 FOR PICTUR 


Universal Refuses 
Demands 26 of 


to Accept 20, 
MPEA’s Permits 


In Italy; Issue of U's ‘Growth 


+ The industry’s “Little Three’— 





3 A.M. Premiere 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
World preem of Filmmak- 
ers’ “Mad At the World” will 
be held at the Flamingo Hotel, 
Las Vegas, Sept. 30 at 3 a.m. 
Keefe Brasselle, one of the 
stars in the picture, will greet 
the guests when he completes 
his nitery show at the hotel. 


Columbia Asks ‘Official 
Status For ‘Waterfront’ 
At Venice Film Festival 


Motion Picture Export Assn. has 
a request from Columbia that Sam 
Spiegel’s “On the Waterfront” be 
made an official MPEA entry at 
the Venice International Film Fes- 
tival. If MPEA accedes, this would 
give Columbia two entries at the 
fest and is likely to cause some 
unhappiness in the ranks of other 
companies. 

The Americans will have a total 
of five pix shown at Venice, four 
of them MPEA contenders. The 
fifth—“‘On the Waterfront”—was 
accepted by the Venice authorities 








very anxious to have the film 
shown. Now Col argues that 
“Waterfront,” a Col release, should 
join the rest of the MPEA selec- 
tions. 

Official quartet, picked by an 
MPEA committee, consists of 
“Three Coins in the Fountafn,” 
“Executive Suite,” ‘The Caine Mu- 
tiny” and “Rear Window.” There 
were a number of runners-up, and 
MPEA execs fear that, should 
“Waterfront” be changed from in- 
die to official MPEA status, some 
of those that didn’t make the grade 


Universal, Columbia and United 
Artists—are growing up and, as 
usual, are having some difficul- 
ties in making their big brothers 
accept that fact. 

Differences are, for the moment 
at least, most apparent in the for- 
eign market where the companies 
work within the framework of the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. and 
must make decisions on the alloca- 
tion of licenses and remittances. 

Latest example comes in Italy 
where the divvying up of the 189 
permits for 1954-55 has hit a snag. 
While the distribs want to cut up 
the licenses on the same basis as 
in prior years, Universal flatly re- 
fuses to accept its cut of 20 
licenses. Company insists it has 
a right to 26. 

Difference goes back to 1951, 
when U agreed to take fewer per- 
mits “for the sake of industry har- 
mony.” Distrib claims it was its 
understanding at that time that it 
would eventually be reimbursed 
for that loss with additional per- 
mits. However, it hasn’t gotten 
them. And to make matters worse 

(Continued on page 16) 


Reissues Also 





Columbia will launch its 1954- 
55 shorts subjects program in Sep- 
tember with a schedule of 26 two- 
reelers, 84 single reels and four 
serials. The new program will be 
featured by the first CinemaScope 
entry from United Productions of 
America, cartoonery which releases 
through Col. The C’Scope entry 
will be a ‘“‘Mr. McGoo” short titled 
“When McGoo Flew.” 





might have a legitimate beef. 

Just why Col is so insistent to 
having “Waterfront” presented un- 
der MPEA aegis instead of as an 
indie entry isn’t quite clear but 
could well be due to a desire to 
give the film the added prestige of 
being an Export Assn. selection. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Still Great; ‘Caine’ Again First, ‘Obsession’ Is 
Second, ‘Lance’ Third, ‘Living’ Fourth 


Break in torrid temperatures in 
many sections of .country and re- 
lease of additional topnotch prod- 
uct is spelling sturdy biz at the 
wickets this stanza. Whether the 
heat in the past or the cooler tem- 
peratures plus rain in the current 
week are factors affecting biz are 
unimportant since basically it’s the 
big pictures that are making exhibs 
happy. Some idea of how trade is | 
shaping up is seen from the fact 
that the top four films this week 
will show better than $1,000,000 
currently in gross figures. 


For the sixth stanza in succes- 
sion, “Caine Mutiny” (Col) is wind- 
ing in first place. “Magnificent 
Obsession” (U), with some fresh 
playdates, is pushing up to second 
position, with a majority of dates 
being rated smash to terrific. 
“Broken Lance” (20th), first week 
out extensively, is capturing third 
place. 

“Living It Up” (Par), second last 
round, is finishing fourth, some 
holdover engagements slowing this 
pic up in certain keys covered by 
VarRIETY. “Cinerama” (Indie), with 
no additional openings, is taking 
fifth spot. 

“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reis- 
sue), now mainly on extended-run, 
is dipping to sixth. “Apache” 
(UA), long high on the list, is tak- 
ing seventh position. 

“Knock on Wood” (Par) will land | 
eighth money. “Garden of Evil” | 
(20th) is finishing ninth, with 
“Ring of Fear” (B) in 10th slot. 

“Valley of Kings” (M-G), “High 





and Mighty” (WB) and “Man With 
Million” (UA) are the runner-up 
pix in that order. 

“7 Brides For 7 Brothers” (M-G), 
which is racking up a tremendous 
run at N. Y. Music Hall (third week 
is $180,000), also is smash in Chi, 
great in Indianapolis and sock in 
Portland. “On Waterfront” (Col), 
still terrific at N. Y. Astor, is wow 
in Detroit, smash in Philly and fine 
in L. A. 

WB appears to have a winner in 
“King Richard and Crusaders,” 
based on some seven initial play- 
dates. It is sock in K. C., hotsy in 
Providence, big in Balto, great in 
Omaha, big in Washington and 


Program is being bolstered by 
‘reissues. For example, out of the 
{Continued on page 18) 
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sturdy in both Indianapolis and 
Buffalo. “Rear Window” (Par) also 
shapes as a_ potentially smash 
grosser judging from a huge open- 
ing week in N. Y. and great takings | 
in Atlantic City. 

“Adventures of Robinson Cru- 
soe” (UA), nice in L. A., is big in 
N. Y. and sock in Philly. “Weak 
and Wicked” (AA) looms good in 
Detroit and Denver. “The Cow- | 
boy” (Lip) is rated fair in N. Y. 


and Denver. iti 


“Francis Joins Wacs” (U), big in 
Chi, is smash in K. C. 


N. Y. and Buffalo. 


; ey 

“About Mrs. Leslie” (Par), solid | 
in Washington, is fair in Chi and | 
It’s rated mild in L. A. | 


Frisco. 
and Boston. “Gorilla At Large” | 
(20th) is oke in Indianapolis. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9) 


“Susan | || 
Slept Here” (RKO) looms good in || 
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CODE UNREVISED, BUT STUDIOS 


NOW SAY: 


HOW, NOT WHAT, KEYS STORY MORALITY’ 





Hollywood is taking a different+— 


view of screen “morality” and, as 
a result, marked changes in inter- 
pretation of the Production Code 
are on the way. More and more, 
the film industry leaders are tend- 
ing: to the belief that “adult” 
themes can be treated realistically 
and still be in good taste. 

In a sense the picture business 
is embarking on a new era, for 
even the symbol of old-guard 
screen standards—Code adminis- | 
trator Joseph I. Breen—is doing a 
fade. Breen is set to become “chair- | 
man” of the Code, which means a 
less active role in its affairs. 

In the past few years a number | 
of films have stirred suspicions 
that the Code was being “relaxed.” | 
This was strongly denied; the pro- 
ducers simply had learned how to, 
handle certain subject material | 
frankly but within bounds, ex-| 
plained Eric A. Johnston, president | 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of | 
America. 

Easing, Not Revising | 
this basis, the 





On 


Not Seeking Proxies 


Cinerama Inc., the equip- 
ment manufacturing firm, has 
not solicited proxy statements 
for its stockholders meeting 
today (Wed.) at Oyster Bay, 
| eo 

Stanley Warner Corp. and 
Hazard E. Reeves, the com- 
pany prexy, own a majority of 


Chester Morris Up To 
Date; Made ‘Unchained,’ 
Going Into ‘Sth Season’ 


By GEORGE GILBERT 
Participation deals, which have 


been a common practice with many 
stars in recent months, are held by 





the stock, with SW holding 
60% of this share. Although 
SW actually controls the com- 
pany, it is only placing two 
men on the five-man board. 
Previously SW had four reps 
on a seven-man board. 


Grainger, Raftery Acted 
With Fidelity In Shea 
Probate, Judge Rules 


Final settlement of the $3,000,- 








upcoming 000 estate of circuit owner Maurice , chained” was a 


most of the principals in “Un- 
‘ chained,” which Hall Bartlett Pro- 
| ductions completed a few weeks 
|}ago at the California Institution 
| for Men at Chino, Cal. Release pact 
| hasn’t been set as yet on this indie 
| venture but reportedly some three 
| distributors are interested. 

| Picture marks the first Holly- 
| wood role in five years for Chester 
i Morris who matter-of-factly ex- 
plains his previous Coast inactivity 
| with “I just didn’t have an offer.” 
A veteran of 28 years before the 
, cameras, he said in New York this 
_week that the script for “Un- 
“fresh approach” 


changes will not represent any eas-| A. (Mort) Shea moved a step nearer to prison pictures and expressed 
ing of the Code. That is, there will) last week when Judge Christopher | confidence that his participation 


be no major rewrite of its provi- | 


McGrath in Bronx Surrogate Court, 


| arrangement will mean more of a 


sions. The departures will be in|N. Y., ruled that E. C. Grainger} profit than if he accepted a flat 
terms of trade “thinking.” What| and Edward C. Raftery had admin- | rate ticket. 


was formerly nixed will be reap-!istered their duties as executors | 


praised in light of today’s more 


advanced audiences and the gen-’ fidelity.” 


eral attitude toward stringent blue- 
penciling. 

A factor in this respect was the 
experience with the Otto Prem-| 
inger independent film, “Moon Is 
Blue.” It has become apparent that 
many industry execs are regret- 
ful that they refused this breezy 
comedy a seal of approval. The 
Code’s thumbs-downing of “Moon” 
set off protests in volume suffi-| 
cient to convince the officials that 
this wasn’t just another situation 
where the advocates of no Code at 
all were doing the squawking. 

Seen as particularly indicative of 
the “new era” thinking is Metro’s 

(Continued on page 22) 


JACON FORESEES IFE 
PIX GROSS OF $35-MIL 


Prospects for a $35,000,000 gross 
for IFE Releasing Corp. pix in 





1954-55 were seen in N. Y. Monday | 


(9) by Bernard Jacen, v.p. in charge 
of sales, as the Italo outfit wound 
up its first national sales conven- 
tion. 

Apart from discussions on sales 
policy, the four-day meet of IFE 
sales personnel also saw four IFE 
releases screened. At a windup 
lunch Monday, Jacon voiced his 
conviction that the outfit had at 
least five solid b.o. attractions on 
its hand, and he said eight addi- 
tional pix would be added to the 
IFE sked for 1955. 

Bernie 
drive was launched at the conven- 
tion. It runs to Dec. 31. 1954 and 
will see distribution of $10,000 
worth in prizes on the basis of 
sales, playdates and collections. 

According to E. R. Zorgniatti, 
IFE exec v.p., IFE Releasing so far 
is still running in the red. How- 
ever, he thought the org should be 
able to stand on its own feet as 
the result of releases during the 
coming year. The IFE dubbing stu- 
dio is showing a profit. 


tractive 
with text and illustrations. outlin- 
ing the IFE product upcoming. In- 
cluded are 11 pix, four of them in 
color. IFE primary concentration 
is on commercial rather than art! 
houses. 


Davis, Hoare To Coast 


Frank I. Davis, Jr., prexy. of 
Selznick Releasing Organization, 
and Victor Hoare, v.p. and foreign 
Sales chief, planed to the Coast 
from New York over the weekend 
for confabs with David O. Selznick. 





Selznick, currently occupied on_ 


the Coast with the tv «pectacular, 
“Light’s Diamond Jubilee,’ re- 
quested the toppers to gather on 
the Coast for confabs on the com- 
Pany’s worldwide rerelease policy. 
Following ‘Duel in the Sun,” 
which has chalked up good returns 
in a New England saturation, Selz- 
nick will rerelease “Tom Sawyer,” 
Alfred MHitchcock’s ‘‘Notorious,” 
and Dore Schary’s “The Farmer’s 
Daughter,” all which will go into 
Fapid release following “Duel.” 


Jacon testimonial sales | 


and trustees with “a high degree of 
Court’s decision noted 
that there was not a “trace of 
fraud” as charged by members of 
the Shea family. 


In praising their successful man- 
agement of the Shea estate, Judge 
McGrath held that both Grainger 
and Raftery each were entitled to 
commissions of $30,000. At the 
same time the court noted that 
compensation for attorneys who 
represented Grainger and Raftery 
in the lengthy litigation will be 
determined after submission of af- 
fidavits. 

Arthur F. Driscoll, who repped 
Raftery, seeks $185,000 counsel 
fees while Thomas F. O’Brien, at- 
torney for Grainger, asks $175,000. 
| Shea, who died Oct. 19, 1940, left 
an estate which was appraised for 
| tax purposes at that time at $947,- 
| 924. Judge McGrath, in his opin- 
ion, wrote that the estate value 
| had now “gone up to $3,000,000.” 
| Jurist also noted that Raftery pre- 
viously had been paid $7,500 on ac- 
count toward his commission. 


SHAFTEL-MILNER SET 


| 





| PHILIPPINES FEATURE 


Hollywood, Aug. 10 
| Josef Shaftel and Daniel Milner 
have left for Manila where they 
will produce “The Hunted,” a pic- 
|ture dealing with military  in- 
trigue in the Philippines. Filming 
| will be done on the islands, with 
laboratory work in Hollywood. 
Philippine government has 
agreed to co-operate and the film 
will be partly financed by L.V.N. 
Pictures, Inc., of Manila. 


Morris plays the warden in “Un- 
chained,” which Bartlett produced, 
directed and screenplayed from 
“Prisoners Are People,” an auto- 
biography by Kenyon J. Scudder 

(Continued on page 22) 


RULE “ANNA LUCASTA’ 
NO PIRATED ‘SISTER’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 

Errol Aubrey Jones lost his 
$1,400,000 plagiarism suit against 
/Columbia and seven other de- 
'fendants in Federal Court. Plain- 
‘tiff claimed “Anna Lucasta” was 
‘copied from his legit play, “Sin- 
|Sister.” Judge James M. Carter 
‘ruled there was no_ substantial 
| similarity. 

Other defendants were Philip 
Yordan, Marilyn Nash, Harry Wag- 
|staff Gribble,- John Wildberg, 
'George Zorn, Abraham Hill and 
‘the American Negro Theatre of 
ae. 











Sue to Guard ‘Paramount’ 


Des Moines, Aug. 10. 

Paramount Picture Corp. of New 
York and Paramount Distributing 
| Corp. of Delaware have both filed 
| suit in district court here seeking 
|to restrain two Des Moines firms 
|from using the word “Paramount” 
jin their names. The two firms 
,named defendants are Paramount 
; Television & Car Radio Service 
‘and Paramount Television & Ra- 
| dio Co. 

The petition said ‘‘Paramount” 
is part of the trade name used by 
| Paramount Pictures since 1915 and 

that it is registered in the USS. 
‘patent office. 








Mex Film Crews Admirably Energetic: 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Cheap is cheap on either side 
of the border, but Mexico offers 
genuine economy to the producer 
of high-budget films. And despite 


But Take Along a Medic—Aldrich 


IFE Releasing has issued an at- | 
19-page brochure, replete | 


|half; studio facility charges are 
‘about 80° of what they are at 
_ home; wardrobe runs about one- 
| third of the U. S. charge and other 
;costs are correspondingly low. 


; the myths about siesta time, lack | 


| Technical facilities are good al- 
of facilities and personal difficul-| though limited and both Churu- 
| ties, director Robert Aldrich be-| busco and Stahal Studios are “ex- 
| lieves top features can be turned | tremely well equipped.” In either 
;out in Mexico as quickly and as situation, Aldrich reports, the only 
easily as they can in Hollywood. | possible difficulty would be in the 
Aldrich, who recently completed | portability of sound systems, but 
“Vera Cruz” in Mexico for Hecht- this is largely overcome by “‘the 
Lancaster Productions, emphasizes | willingness of the sound crews to 
that the “favorable dollar compari- | carry their heavy equipment man- 
son varies in direct proportion” to ually into places you would not 
the overall budget outlay for a_ believe it possible for them to 
film. get.” 
“It’s almost as easy,” Aldrich, This willingness to work, Aldrich 
explains, “and certainly almost as adds, belies the “great myth” 
cheap, to make a $75,000 picture in | about siesta time in Mexico. 
Hollywood as it is in Mexico City.| “The crews are extremely con- 
But on a $2,000,000 picture there scientious and hard working,” Al- 
| may be savings of up to $500,000 drich declares. “They have their 
for the American producer.” /own individual styles and methods 
These savings are a result of of work which perhaps aren't quite 
“going rates” far below the aver- as speedy or as labor Saving as 
age in Hollywood. Labor costs, ac- comparable Hollywood methods, 
cording to Aldrich, are about two- but there is almost no appreciable 
fifths to one-half of what Ahey are effect on shooting schedules. We 
sin Hollywood; set costs are about | (Continued on page 22) 





Indie importers intend to press their charges against Italian 


Films 


Export by enlistirig the aid of the N.Y. Senators. 
Members of the Independent Motion Picture 


Distributors 


Assn., 
which close to a year ago filed a complaint against IFE with the 


Federal Trade 


Commission, are waiting for the end of the current 


session of Congress before approaching the lawmakers who've 


already been alerted to the 
IMPDA complaint against 


indies’ beefs.- eee 
IFE charged the Italian setup with 


operating as a monopoly. FTC has combined this compiaint with 
a prior charge against IFE and the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
but has delayed a report on the findings of its extended investiga. 
tion. IFE got started via subsidies granted the Italo industry by 
MPEA. 





Walsh-Brewer Showdown This Thurs.: 





Selznick’s ‘Duel’ Terms 
Called Fabulous, Causing 
Chill at 2-D Hungry 20th 


Twentieth Century-Fox came 
close to handling the reissue of 
David O. Selznick's “Duel in the 
Sun” but the deal fell through 
when Selznick insisted on a “fabu- 
lous” guarantee. : 

Latter is said to have run “into 
the millions.” Distrib felt that such 
an arrangement was inequitable 
and nixed it. Selznick then decided 
to channel the pic via states right- 
ers. 

Meanwhile 20th continues on the 
prowl for 2-D product to add to 
its sked. Currently under consid- 
eration are at least two British pix, 
one of which is virtually decided 
on. While 20th is completely com- 
mitted to CinemaScope, there are 
still some 11,000 odd houses that 
have not made the switch to 
C’Scope yet. Latest count of 
equipped houses is 6,643 on Aug. 4. 


LUPINO-COLLIER FILM 





SNARES PAR. N. Y. DATE. 


Filmmakers Releasing Organiza- 
tion, the Ida Lupino-Collier Young 
distrib firm, chalked up a major 
booking in its recently-inaugurated 
“exhibitor guarantee” plan _ by 
snaring the Paramount, N. Y., for a 
Sept. 3 date for “Private Hell 36,” 
first picture offered under the 
plan. 

Deal was set last week via a 
transcontinental phone conversa- 
tion between Hdward L. Hyman, 
United Paramount Theatres v.p., 
and Harry L. Mandell, FRO domes- 
tic sales chief. 

Miss Lupino also appears in the 
picture which also stars Steve 
Cochran, Howard Duff, Dean Jag- 
ger and Dorothy Malone. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Jay Barney 
Francis A. Bateman 
Irving Berlin 
John Dighton 
Mona Freeman 
Sam Gilman 
Eunice Healey 
Harold Hecht 
Celeste Holm 
Amparo Iturbi 
Jose Iturbi 

Joni James 
George Jessel 
Phyllis Kirk 
Louis L’Amour 
Otto Lang 
Raymond Massey 
Miroslava 

Jean Moorhead 
Jerry Paris 
Arnold Picker 
Alexander Scourby 
Forrest Tucker 
Joseph Wiseman 
Joan Woodward 


Europe to N. Y. 
Morey Amsterdam 
Harold Arlen 
Fannie Ball 
Guy Bolton 
Joan Caulfield 
Charles Einfeld 
Joan Gilbert 
John Gutman 
Paul Hager 
Betsy Holland 
Lydia Karine 
Maynard Morris 
Louella O. Parsons 
Ned L. Pines 
Frank Ross 
Milly Vitale 
Mary Ward 
Mitchell Wolfson 


Tom O'Brien's British Plan Looks In 


vv 


By JOE KOLLING 


Cincinnati, Aug. 10. 

Second day of International A}. 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em.- 
ployes biennial convention brought 
a “pleased” statement from the 
group seeking to supplant the ad. 
ministration headed by Richard F. 
Walsh, Brooklyn, which stands on 
its record for decision by 1.200 
delegates representing 60,000 mem- 
bers in more than 900 locals. 

Tom O’Brien, British labor's 
peace envoy, is one of the speakers 





ae 


Anti-Late Hours 


Cincinnati, Aug. 10. 

Family and home are the 
cited motivations behind a pro- 
posed resolution of IATSE’s 
District 2 (California, Nevada, 
Arizona) which would establish 
a 6 p.m. curfew for work in 
Hollywood film studios. 

Workers are often kept on 
job until 7 .m. and they would 
rather be home with mother 
and a can of beer. 

rT 


to be heard today or Wednesday. 
Advance feeling is that the conven- 
tion will comply with the proposal 
he made last week in New York 
for creation of a liaison committee 
to iron out international differ- 
ences on convertibility of - Holly- 





No Weekend Work 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Collier Young, head of Film- 
akers, has promulgated a five- 
day week policy, something 
new in the film industry. Ail 
production units will knock off 
work on Friday night, giving 
the workers a two-day week- 
end. 

“We believe this well in- 
crease technical and cast effi- 
ciency,” he explained, ‘and, 
in general, make for happier 
relations and a more relaxed 
production unit. Both the un- 
ions and the guilds endorse 
the plan.” 





} 
; wood and British films for thea- 


tres and television commercials. 
Other talks will be by Lester 
Isaac, New York, Cinerama manag- 
ing director, and James L. Me- 
Devitt, Washington, national direc- 
tor, AFL Labor’s League tor 
(Continued on page 20) 





N. Y. to L. A. 


George Brandt 
Frank I. Davis Jr. 
Yvonne De Carlo 
Anne Diamond 
Victor Hoare 
William Holden 
Roger ‘H. Lewis 
June Lockhart 
David Pardoll 
Thelma Ritter 
Hubbell Robinson Jr. 
Dore Schary 
Norman Siegel 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Pat Weaver 


N. Y. to Europe 
Anthony Buttitta 
Max Feigal 
Ed Fitzgerald 
Judy Garland 
Christine Jorgensen 
Robert J. Landry 
Sid huft 
Harold Mirisch 
Walter Mirisch 
Doreen Palmer 
Jay Palmer 
Mildred Shagal 
Michael Todd 
‘Hal B. Wallis 
Jack L. Warner 





Monty Woolley 








g 
b 


<< oo ee 7 








wer! eS 


| 
eg 


Ale 
me 
tht 
ade 


on 
00 


r’s 
ers 


- 


as 


—_ 


ay. 
en 
sal 
ork 
tee 
fers 
lly- 


eae 


ster 
age 
\Ice 
ece 
for 


Wednesday, Angust 11, 1954 


PICTURES 5 





EUROPE’S ‘M 








-—_—_—__- 


Ath Spreads Use 


of Video 


Spots To N.Y. Nabe Situations; 
Cuts Volume of Daily Listings 


A. 





Greatly encouraged by the re-+ 


sults of tv use in the pie promo- 
tional scheme, 20th-Fox is now 
using video to hypo firstrun neigh- 
porhood biz on its pix. 

Company is sinking considerable 
coin into tv plugs via its tieup with 
WNBT in N. Y. and is relying less 
on the newspaper listings which it 
used to run and which it now has 
cut out in favor of tv. 

Under its deal with WNBT, 20th 
bought time on the station for a 
year for a down payment of ap- 
proximately $150,000. This gives it 
the right to use the station any 
time it pleases. It also bought in 
at the lower rates, 

Experiment of supporting the 
neighborhoods with tv started with 
“River of No Return” and has 
since continued with “Three Coins 
in the Fountain” and “Demetrius.” 
20th will get behind “Broken 
Lance” in the same manner. 
WNBT recently plugged “Lance” 
at the Roxy and “Demetrius” at 
the nabes at the same time. 


Winikus’ Staff 
Expands at UA 


In keeping with its release of 48 
features from now to Aug., 1955, 
including one “blockbuster” a 
month, United Artists plans to ex- 
pand its pub-ad-exploitation staff 
which reports to Francis Winikus. 
The other departments of the com- 
pany, it’s felt, are manned suffi- 
ciently te handle the increased pro- 
gram. > 

The bally staff bolstering has al- 
ready taken place to a degree, 
with the assignment of Leon Roth 
to the Coast and Dick Condon to 
Europe with headquarters in Paris. 
The field exploitation staff, which 
now numbers six permanent men 
(plus several on temporary assign- 
ment for special pix) will be 
doubled, according to v.p. Max 
Youngstein. The expansion pro- 
gram is expected to be completed 
by Jan., 1955. 

UA, meanwhile, continues to 
gain attention on the financial 
pages. The company hired a spe- 
cial publicity outfit which special- 
izes in financial page breaks. Ob- 
jective was to put across effective- 

(Continued on page 15) 


HOWARD COSTIGAN SUES 
IA FOR RED SMUDGE 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 








Return of Gaston 

They say it can’t happen, 
but it did! 

A foreign film importer got 
a booking the other day for 
one of his pix and sent along 
the print, asking the exhibitor 
to bill him for censor fees. 

The theatreman penned a 
reply, stating that he thought 
the film was fine and that he 
insisted on paying the censor- 
ship bite himself. 


70-30-10 Terms 
For Egyptian 


Sales policy patterned after 
“The Robe” has been mapped by 
20th-Fox for its 
which is skedded for a mass preem 
in about 200 situations around the 
country about Labor Day. 

“The Egyptian” will -be sold 
wherever possible on a 70-30-10 
basis which guarantees the exhib 
10% of the gross as profit. That’s 
figured after the deduction of the 
house nut which thus becomes an 
important factor in such deals. 

Same type of rental policy 
worked out very well for “The 
Robe” and is considered a fair and 
square break for both exhibs and 
20th. 

“The Egyptian” bows at the 
Roxy., N. Y., on Aug. 24 in a Red 
Cross benefit. Other openings also 
will be gala affairs. Film runs 229 
minutes. 


INDIES’ ROLE SEEN IN 
WARNER FISCAL DATA 


Warner Bros.’ financial report 
showing a net profit of $2,536,000 
for the nine months ending May 
29, also reveals the company’s con- 
tinued dependence on _ package 
deals involving outside producers. 
The consolidated balance sheet, is- 
sued yesterday (Tues.) shows $11,- 
717, 792 in advances to outside pro- 
ducers. The advances to outside 
producers have been’ climbing 
| steadily since 1952 when the com- 
pany’s annual report, released at 
the conclusion of the fiscal year in 
August, indicated $4,448,201 in ad- 
vances. Increases are also noted in 
reports issued this year. In Feb., 
1954, the advances amounted to 
$9,768,390. In June, it jumped to 
$10,655,842. 

The $2,536,000 profit was arrived 














Charges of libel were made by 
public relations counsel Howard 
Costigan in a $250,000 suit against 
11 officers and members IATSE 
Grips Local 80. Libelous . state- 
ments, the complaint says, were 
contained in a letter issued by 
‘Delegates of Local 80 Grips.” 
Plaintiff asked $50,000 for injury 
to his reputation and $200,000 ex- 
emplary damages. 

_Defendants in the suit are Wil- 
liam Holbrook, president of the 
local; Raymond Schultz, secretary; 
Robert Fleming, John Riemer, 
Vernon A. White, Mason Morris, 
Paul Way, C. W. Thompson, Wil- 
liam Jones, Frank Clare and 
Charles A. Good. 

The letter referred to Costigan 
aS an “Ex? Communist” and said 
he had, as recently as 1952, be- 


longet to communist-front organi- 
Zalions. 


Heilman, King to Produce 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Claude Heilman, formerly with 
4 Arthur Rank in England, and 
: larles L. King III have formed 
. new company, Heilman-King 
roductions to make feature films. 
New outfit will tee off with “The 
urnace Within” late this month. 


Shooting script h 
pleted. ' > to 


at after provision of $2,250,000 for 
| federal taxes and $300,000 for con- 
| tingent liabilities. Included in the 
profit is a gain of $772,000 from the 
sale of capital assets, before pro- 
vision for federal taxes thereon. 

Film rentals, sales, etc. amounted 
to $49,506,002. The net profit is 
equivalent to $1.02 per share on 
the 2,474,337 shares of common 
stock outstanding or reserved for 
exchange at May 29. 

Comparative figures released by 


(Continued on page 15) 


Allied Artists Plenty Busy 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Production by Allied Artists this 





to start before the end of the 
month, 

Before the cameras are “The 
Black Prince,” in England; ‘‘Ketchi- 
kan” in Alaska, and “Dynamite An- 
chorage” at San Diego. Ready to 


and “The Big Combo.” In process 
of editing are “The Adventures of 
Hajji Baba,” “The Hyman Jungle,” 
“The Bob Mathias Story,” “Target 
Earth” and “Bowery to Bagdad.” 





E 00° ON TOP TERMS 











B.0--NOT ART 


By FRED HIFT 


At a time when there appears 
to be unprecedented interest in 





servers are voicing concern over 
the apparent lack of quality pro- 
ductions abroad. 


At the same time, importers are 
worried over what they call the 


Attention London 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
South Africa is welcoming 
more and more American pic- 


“fabulous” prices asked for even aim ‘Capuano aman 
mediocre foreign films by their editor, in Hollywood as a 


producers. This has begun to re- 
sult in a much more direct contact 
between the producers abroad and 
U. S. exhibs, the middlemen feel- 
ing that the risk is too great for 
them to carry. 

Brandt circuit, for instance, is 
currently dickering for a group of 
nine British pix. Chain wants to 
be sure these films get over here 
quickly and aren’t tied up by pro- 


guest of the motion picture in- 
dustry. 

“We had a lot of bad Brit- 
ish films pushed at us for a 
while,” he said, “but we now 
have successfully resisted any 
such encroachment. Today we 
have the best films from both 
America and Britain.” 











“The Egyptian” | 


the company for the corresponding | 


month is tops for the year, with | 
three features in work, five in the | 
editing rooms and two more slated | 


start are “The Annapolis Story” | 


longed negotiations. The arrange- 
|/ments also secures the product for 
| its artie outlets. After the films’ 
ifirst-run engagements, Brandt— 
as he has done in the past—ar- 
ranges for a sub-distributor. That’s 
|}the same arrangement the circuit 
made with “Pickwick Papers,” the 
Renown film which is cleaning up. 


Risk element in foreign films is 
| greater today than ever before, the 
|indies say. Example is cited of an 
| international festival winner which | ner ag eae 

brought its producers a $70,000 ad- | America’s international division. 
vance from the American distrib. ! 
The picture has netted $2,000 so | in the international field. It plans 


John G. McCarthy 


International Affiliates, Inc., has 
been formed in N. Y. by John G. 
McCarthy, former v.p. in charge 











Forms New Co. 





| 


New organization will function | 


| far. ito finance films and particularly | 


, Ge 
| Question of quality is a matter 


| of considerable discussion among 
the importers.- There is a general 
| agerectnesh that, on the “whaie, | U- S. Apart from that, Interna- 
European production is in a slump | tional Affiliates will be active in 
| qualitywise. However, there is con- | Public relations, promotion and 
'siderable disagreement on where | Publicity for foreign features and 
|the blame should be put. For that | Will concern itself with interna- 
'matter, the indies aren't even sure tional currency tfansactions. 

|any more that what they used to! Outfit already reps N. Peter 
call a “good” foreign film (for; Rathvon’s productions in western 
them) still means the same thing ; Europe, starting with his “No Way 
to the producer. Back.” It also acts for Georges 
It's acknowledged that, while | Lourau, an important French pro- 
‘producers abroad appreciate the | ducer, and is currently dickering a 
'importance of the arties, they now | distribution deal for the latter’s 
| have their eye on bigger game, ie.,| Wages of Fear” and other pro- 
‘distribution in the commercial | ductions. 

|houses, and that this undoubtedly | James Morton-Smith is associat- 
has affected film content. Thus | ed with McCarthy as v.p. and treas- 
the European industries are turn-| urer of International 

jing out a lesser percentage of pix 
with artie potential and a larger | 
‘number of films which are con-| 
| sidered to have a chance for wider 
circulation. It’s charged that many | go to Italy, where he'll attend the 
‘of these attractions turn out) Venice festival, and later to Brit- 
| neither fish nor fowl. At the same ain. 

time American spokesman, like McCarthy, who enjoys a wide 
,Leonard Goldenson of United circle of friends and acquaintances 
|Paramount, continuously urge Eu-| among government and industry 
/ropean filmmakers to produce with | people abroad, feels International 
}an eye to the broader market. | Affiliates could -be turned into a 


Center. McCarthy leaves for Eu- 
rope Aug. 17 for confabs with 
Rathvon and Lourau. He will also 


(Continued on page 18) ‘in the U. S. 


Robin International's $500,000 Deposit 





In Event of Dispute With Stanley Warner Arbitrator 
Is—(Sic) Si Fabian 
Robin International, the world; Fabian, SW prexy, to serve as ar- 
trade firm which will open Cine-| bitrator in the case of disputes. 


i : - | 
rama abroad, plunked down $500,-| are weighing a Philadelphia versus 
000 in escrow as its guarantee to) a New York opening for “Cine- 
open five Cinerama-equipped the-| rama Holiday,” second feature in 
atres in foreign cities. Coin is be-| the medium. In New York, busi- 
ing lield by Stanley Warner which/ ness for “This Is Cinerama,” first 
will return $100,000 at a time as) film in the medium, is holding up 
each theatre is fully equipped. | nicely due largely to the large in- 

After Kubin recovers the equip-| flux of tourists. In Philly, how- 
ment ana installation costs from ever, the picture is only doing so- 
the exnibition cf a Cinerama film,| so, leading to the view that the 
50° wili be set aside for operation | new entry might serve as a hypor 
costs, with royalty payments to| However, the execs are taking into 
Cinerama, Inc., the equipment consideration the impact of a 
company and patent holder, com-| Gotham opening with its resultant 
jing out of this share. Stanley | nationwide publicity. | 
| Warner and Cinerama Productions, | Should New York win out, which 
‘the company ‘that turned over the | appears the case at the moment, 
'exhibition and production rights | the opening will be shortly after 
to SW, will split 35°, with the} Labor Day when the tourists have 
final 15% going to Robin. abandoned the city and a decline 

An unusual clause in the con- | in biz is expected. If Philly gets 
tract between Robin and Stanley|the nod, it might be an earlier 
;Warner provides for S.H. (Si)\ date. 





| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Affiliates, | 
which headquarters in Rockefeller | 


AIM NOW IS FR (U.S. Film Importers Appreciate 


Johnston on France But Wonder 
At His Italian ‘Dont Knows 


+ 


foreign film imports, industry ob- 4 


Foreign film distributors huddle 
with Eric Johnston in N.Y. on 
Monday (9) dispelled the indies’ 
concern over the Motion Picture 
Export Assn.’s recent French film 
deal but failed to satisfy them re 
the Italian situation. 

Johnston delivered his pitch be- 
fore a luncheon meet of the Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Distrib- 
utors Assn., flying in from Wash- 
ington. Emerging from the lengthy 
session, which was closed to the 


| press, the indies—some 26 attend- 


ed—acknowledged that Johnston 
was a spellbinder who knew how 
to present his case. 

However, there was distinct dis 
appointment among some over the 
lack of detail he was able to pro- 
vide in connection with the Italian 
subsidy and its outgrowth, Italian 
Film Export, which the indies con- 
sider their prime threat. 

Knew Jordan Valley Well 

Comment was made that the 
MPEA topper, while intimately 
familiar with the facts and figures 
of the Jordan Valley project on 
which he is working as President 
Eisenhower's personal representa- 


1 . | tive, was noticeably less informed 
|}of the Motion Picture Assn. of, 


on IFE which to the indies still 
looms as the most potent threat 
to their business. Those at the 
luncheon said that Johnston again 
and again pleaded ignorance of 


‘coproductions aimed at the inter- | Various phases and details of the 


national market and also will serve | 
as foreign producers’ rep in the | 


Italo arrangement. 

He did, however, effectively 
state the MPEA’s position, declar- 
ing that he had been saddled, dur- 
ing his absence in government 

(Continued on page 20) 


Par Ends Metro 
Reign at Hall 


Deal was closed last week by 
Paramount with the N.Y. Music 
Hall whereby Par’s VistaVision 
process and its initial VistaVision 
pic, “White Christmas,” will be 
preemed at the Hall following 
“Brigadoon.” Based on the length 
of run for “7 Brides For 7 Broth- 
ers,” now in its third week at the 





| Music Hall, and how long “Briga- 


| doon” 
| “Brides,” 
“Christmas” 


The percentage of foreign hits focal point of foreign pix activity | 


On the domestic front, SW execs | 


plays there 
preem of 
probably 
sometime in October. 
Present indications are that “7 
Brides” will play seven to eight 
weeks at the Hall. “Christmas” is 
the first non-Metro production to 
play the Hall this year. It will be 
given full voltage bally being both 
on the Irving Berlin musical (star- 
ring Bing Crosby-Danny Kaye) and 
the fact that it is the first Vista- 
Vision feature released: to the pub- 
lic. Film was not set for release 
earlier because “‘Knock on Wood,” 
another Par pic starring Kaye, still 
is playing in numerous key cities. 
Par’s “Sabrina” was lifted from 
the Hall’s schedule a couple of 
weeks ago at Paramount's request 
in order to clear the way for spot- 
(Continued on page 16) 


GOLDSTEIN-JACKS MEET 
WITH UA IN MANHATTAN 


Robert Goldstein and Robert L. 
Jacks, veepees of Leonard Gold- 
stein Productions, planed east over 
the weekend for a series of hud- 
dles that will determine the future 
of the independent production 
unit. Status of the operation has 
been in doubt since the death of 
Leonard Goldstein two weeks ago. 

Conferences have been set up 
with executives of United Artists, 
with whom LGP had a releasing 
deal. In addition, it’s understood 
that Goldstein and Jacks will hud- 
dle with various financial interests 
concerning ways and means of 
continuing the outlined schedule 
of production under the Goldstein 


following 
VistaVision 
should be 





) banner. 
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_' Brigadeon 
(C-SCOPE MUSICAL-COLOR) 


Musical fantasy giving C-Scope 
treatment to stage hit; mixed 
appeal so needs strong selling. 








Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Metro release of Arthur Freed produc- 
tion. Stars Gene Kelly, Van Johnson, Cyd 
Charisse; features ine Stewart with 
Barry Jones, Hugh Laing, Albert Sharpe, 
Virginia Bosler, Jimmy Thompson, Dody 
Heath. Directed by Vincente Minnelli. 
Screenpl.y, Alan vay Lerner; based on 
the musical piay with book and lyrics by 
Lerner end music by Frederick Loewe, 
resented on the stage by Cheryl Craw- 
ord; comera (Ansco Color), Joseph Rut- 
tenberg; editor, Albert Akst; musical 
direction. Johnny Green; choreography, 
Gene Kelly. Previewed Aug. 6, ’54. Run- 
ning time, 108 MINS. 

Tommy Albright . 

Jeff Douglas 
Fiona Campbell 
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pat hate eaen Cyd Charisse | 
. Elaine Stewart 
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Jimmy Thompson | 

Archie Beaton s iy + Ate 
wen >Giv . 

ae Dee Turnell | 

Dody Heath | 

«bene Eddie Quillan | 

(Aspect ratio: 2.65-1) | 


| 


Ann haldl oa mehmaeet ad 
Meg Brockie 
Sandy 


ee ee 





In transferring “Brigadoon,” a 
click as a Broadway musical play, 
to the screen, Metro has achieved 
medium success. It’s a fairly en- 
tertaining tunefilm of mixed 
appeal. It should find a ready 
audience in the keys where the 
footlight version did well, but 
needs herd selling elsewhere. 


Amorg the more noteworthy 
oo are the score, as directed 
y Johnny Green, and the stage- 
type settings that represent the 
plot’s Highland locale. The latter 
are striking examples of art direc- 
tion, even though they are the 
major contribution to the feeling 
that this is a filmed stage show, 
= than a motion picture musi- 
cal. 


Less noteworthy is the cho- 
reography by Gene Kelly, who also 
plays the lead mate role, and his 
singing of the Alan Jay Lerner- 
Frederick Loewe songs. The dance 
staging is not particularly arrest- 
ing, although a few of the numbers 
will have the desired effect on an 
audience, and the vocals fail to 
give the tunes the tonal impact 
needed to put them over. 

Most audiences will probably go 
for the spirited staging of “I'll Go 
Home With Bonnie Jean” as a sort 
of community song-and-dance ef- 
fort. and “The Gathering of the 
Clans,” with swirling bagpipes and 
drums, that leads into “The Wed- 
ding Dance.” Missing is the ex- 
citing “Sword Dance” that was an 
important part of the wedding 
number on stage. One or two songs 
also are eliminated, as well as 
several sequences that would have 
better explained the plot’s fantasy 
theme. 

Kelly and Cyd Charisse, the | 
femme star, share “The Heather | 
On the Hill” and “From This Day | 
On” as song-and-dance production | 
numbers and they come over fairly | 
well. Miss Charisse scores best on ! 
“Waitin’ For My Dearie,” done} 
with a group of girls. As the High- | 
land miss of two centuries ago who | 
captures the heart of a 20th cen-) 
tury male, she is one of the film’s | 
better points. “It’s Almost Like | 
Being In Love” is disappointing | 
as sung and danced by Kelly.} 
Other numbers are “Brigadoon,” 
“The Chase” and “Prologue.” 

The Lerner musical play tells o* | 
two New Yorkers who become los- | 
while hunting in Scotland and| 
happen on Brigadoon on the one! 
day that it is visible every 100 
years. With nights that are 100 
years long, the villagers are in a 
mood for making merry. Besides. 
a wedding is to take place and 
Keily and Van Johnson, the mod- 
ern-day males, join in the fun. ! 
Particularly Kelly, who falls for 
Miss Charisse hard enough to be 
willing to join his sweetheart in 
the long ago and escape from the 
wear and tear of modern living. 

The latter is artfully exampled | 
in a Broadway scene when the | 
hunters return home and are| 
caught up in the hectic, make- | 
haste air of New York. It is in this | 
Sequence that Elaine Stewart | 
makes her sole appearance as the | 
modern fiancee of Kelly and she | 
stands out most favorably. John- | 
son, other than a few good quips, ! 
has a rather thankless role. Barry | 
Jones, as the Brigadoon scholar | 
who tells of the village’s strange | 
escape from reality, is good. So | 
is Jimmy Thompson, the bride- | 
groom. Hugh Laing, the disap-| 
pointed suitor, is not used to any 
advantage. Others make appro- | 
priate appearances as Brigadoon | 
villagers. | 

Vincente Minnelli directed the 
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' wretched characters 


Preston Ames did the smart art 
direction and the —~ geet set 
decorations were by Edwin B. 
Willis and Keogh eee on 
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Human Desire 





. Sordid romantics and murder 
with Glenn Ford, Gloria Gra- 
hame and Broderick Crawford. 
Boxoffice values spotty. 





Columbia release of Lewis J. Rachmil 
production. Stars Glenn Ford, Gloria 
Grahame, Broderick Crawford; features 
Edgar Efuchanan, Kathleen Case, Peggy 
Maley, Diane DeLaire, Grandon Rhodes. 
Directed by Fritz Lang. Screenplay, Al- 
fred Hayes; based on novel by Emile 
Zolz; camera, Burnett Guffey; editor, 
Robert Peterson; music, Daniel Amfithea- 
trof (conducted by Morris _Stoloff). Pre- 
July 29, °54. Running time, 
90 MINS 
Jeff Warren ...cccscceeeerss Glenn Ford 
Vicki Buckley .......... Gloria Grahame 
Carl Buckley ...... Broderick Crawford 
Alec Simmons ........-. Edgar Buchanan 
Ellen Simmons,.........-. Kathleen Case 
Jean Peggy Maley 
Vera Simmons ..........-- Diane DeLaire 
Grandon Rhodes 
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The meets some 
on the rail- 
road in this adaptation of the 
Emile Zola novel, “The Human 
Beast.” Some years ago a French 
picturization of the work was done 
with heavy accent on psychological 
study of an alcohol-crazed killer. 
Although low in meral tone it still 
presented an arresting portrait. 


This time out the development is 
contrived and the characters shal- 
low. The lead names may help but 
heavy selling is demanded if the 
pic is to get by adequately. 

Fritz Lang, director, goes over- 
board in his effort to create mood. 
Long focusing on _ locomotive 
speeding and twisting on the rails 
has obscure value for it is neither 
entertaining nor essential to the 
plot. 

At the outset, Alfred Hayes’ 
screenplay provides much conver- 
sation about the fact that Glenn 
Ford, who’s back on the job as an 
engineer, had been fighting the 
war in Korea. There’s not much 
point to this, considering that 
Ford’s background has little bear- 
ing on the yarn. 

Broderick Crawford, Gloria Gra- 
hame and Ford make a brooding, 
sordid triangle, hopelessly in- 
volved. Crawfard is utterly frus- 
trated in his effort to please his 
wife, Miss Grahame, and stay on 
an everm keel with his heartless 
yardmaster boss. Miss Grahame is 
a miserable character, alternately 
denying and admitting she has 
given herself to other men. Ford 
dates Miss Grahame and toys with 
the idea of murdering her hus- 
band. 

The story works itself clumsily 
into an actual murder situation, a 
recipient of Miss Grahame’s 
charms being the victim and Craw- 
ford the slayer. Ford eventually 
sizes up Miss Grahame correctly 
and walks out on her. Climax has 
Crawford about to commit his 
second murder, this time his wife. 

Lewis J. Rachmil’s production is 
laid out well enough in the rail- 
road settings. But the scenario, as 
written by Hayes and directed by 
Lang, lacks any genuine suspense 
or excitement and the players 


audience 


| down the line impart slight con- 


viction to their parts. Technical 
credits are adequate. Gene, 

: 2 
Gambler From Natchez 


(COLOR) 





Regulation costumed action- 
— for the program mar- 
et. 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

20th-Fox release of Panoramic presen- 
tation, produced by Leonard Goldstein. 
Stars Debra Paget, Dale Robertson; fea- 
tures Thomas Gomez, Lisa Daniels, Kevin 
McCarthy, Douglas Dick, John Wengraf, 
Donald Randolph, Henry Letondal, Jay 
Novello. Directed by Henry Levin. Screen- 
play, Gerald Drayson Adams, Irving 
Wallace; story by Adams; camera (Tech- 
nicolor), Lloyd Ahern; editor, William 
Murphy; music, Lionel Newman. Pre- 
vee Aug. 2, ’54. Running time, 87 


Vance Colby . 
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The program market should find 
“The Gambler From Natchez” ac- 


* Duel in the Jungle 

This Moulin production be- 
ing released in the United 
States by Warner Bros. was re- 
viewed from London in the 
July 7, 54 issue of Variety, It 
stars Jeanne Crain, Dana An- 
drews, and David Farrar and 
was directed by George Mar- 
shall from a script by Sam 
Marx. 

Reviewer Myro was of the 
opinion that “this melodramat- 
ic story of a trek through the 
jungle to unearth a sadistic 
swindler has brought the reac- 
tio that the overseas show- 
ing of such a situation would 
do harm to Britain’s prestige 
at the present time.” While 
he notes that there is plenty 
of scope for an entertaining 
story in the basic idea, “this 
present treatment and trite 
dialog prove a waste of much 
that is good...” 


ORNS Sea AGEL AT IRELAND LENE PLN TRI TI TENN TEES, 


stein, is the crinoline days along 
the Mississippi, when all the gals 





soms and the men dispensed jus- 
tice and gallantry according to a 
rigid code. It’s strictly regulation, 
in plot and performance. 

Debra Paget, who mixes some 
ginger with the magnolias, and 
Dale Robertson, officer son of a 
professional river gambler, star 
under Henry Levin’s. direction. 
She comes off best as the river 
spitfire who is instrumental in 
helping Robertson obtain revenge 
on some blooded dandies for the 
slaying of his father. The direction 
and plotting throw more color her 
way than to Robertson, who tries 
but still seems uncomfortable in 
his tight-pants heroics. 

The erald Drayson Adams 
story, which Adams scripted with 
Irving Wallace, has Robertson re- 
turning from four years service in 
Texas under General Sam Houston 
to find his father murdered. The 
deed was done by Kevin McCarthy, 
who couldn’t stand losing both his 
interest in the new river boat and 
his plantation to the gambler. The 
heavy’s out to get Robertson, too, 
and when a henchman plunges a 
knife into the hero, he’s saved from 
the river by Miss Paget. 

From then on, it is a question of 
Robertson running down those im- 
pleated in his father’s death and 
eventually succumbing to Miss 
Paget’s advances, a turn of roman- 
tic event not pleasing to Lisa 
Daniels, who has been helping 
brother McCarthy’s dirty work but 
has also fallen for the hero. 

Thomas Gomez, the _ rotund 
father of Miss Paget; Douglas Dick, 
Miss Daniels’ effete suitor; John 
Wengraf, one of the conspirators, 
and the others provide the princi- 
pals with adequate support in the 
formula doings. Miss Paget sings 
“Monsieur Banjo,” a public domain 
number, in one of several se- 
quences in which she is costumed 
in fetching undergarments. 

Lensing, art direction and edit- 
ing are among the okay technical 
credits. The Lionel Newman score 
is overused most of the time. 

Brog. 


Le Mouton A Cing Pattes 
(The Five-Legged Sheep) 





(FRENCH) 
Paris, Aug. 10. 
Cocinor release of Raoul Ploquin- 
Cocinex production. Stars Fernandel. 


Directed by Henri Verneuil. Screenplay, 
Albert Valentin, adapted by Rene Bar- 
javel; camera, Armand Thirard; editor, 
Christian Gaudin. Previewed in Paris. 


Running time, 100 MINS. 
Edouard 
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Fernandel is one of the top box- 
office draws here, and his present 
producers have decided to cash in 
on this by casting him as a father 
|and his quintuplet sons. Result is 
|}a gimmick pic which allows Fer- 
nandel to romp in all the roles 
but only stringing together a group 
of incidents and sketches only re- 
lated by the family ties. Plot sees 
the town mayor trying to reunite 





oe eee Dale Robertson | 


Arthur Freed production from a ceptable filmfare for either top or 
screenplay written by Lerner. Both | bottom of the bill bookings. It is 
the script and the direction bring | a fanciful action drama in costume 
the show off fairly well, but it is, and Technicolor that achieves gen- 
a tough thing to put fantasy on erally satisfactory results for the 
the screen solidly. The Cinema- non-discriminating trade. - 

Scope lensing, in Ansco Color, is Setting for the Panoramic pre- 
handled excellently by Joseph. sentation, produced for 20th-Fox 
Ruttenberg. Cedric Gibbons and release by the late Leonard Goild- 


the quints and the crotchety father 
|for publicity purposes. Film has 
|some good ideas and many laughs, 
| but is weighted down by a vulgar- 
jized batch of sketches which lack 
| the levity and tone needed for top 
| Spotting in the U. S. 
,nite local appeal but its Amerivan 
|chances are much slimmer, main 
| appeal being the Fernandel mon- 


| iker and possible word-of-mouth. 


_ Story shows a crusty father hold- 
ing a grudge against his grown 
quintuplet sons who had never 
come home after their schooling. 
The mayor decides to round them 
up to surprise the old man. So the 
town doctor sets off to get the 
qguints. He unearths an effeminate 
if rich beautician, a poor but easy- 
going windowwasher with a flock 
of kids, a tough sea captain, a 


priest and an advice to Jovelorn'! 


were as sweet as magnolia blos-/| Do 


It has defi-|h 
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As each character is 


found he goes through a sketch 


with Férnandel, of course; doing 
the different brothers. 

Director Henry Verneuil has 
vulgarized too many aspects of-this, 
result being that much of the comic 
impact is lost. Fernandel has a 
field day, but his bag of tricks are 
getting familiar and he does not 
give each character the relief 
needed to give this a more overall 
impact. Lensing is fine as is edit- 
ing. Cast is good with Louis De 
Funes and Francoise Arnoul ex- 
cellent in support. Mosk. 


Les Hommes Ne Pensent 

- @u’A Ca 
(Men Think. Only of That) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, Aug. 3. 

Gaumont release of Chavanne-Gaumont- 

Cinephonic production. Directed by Yves 

Robert. Screenplay, Jean Bellanger; adap- 

tation and dialog, Bellanger, Jean Mar- 

san; camera, Paul Soulignac; editor, Ray- 

mond Lamy. Features Robert, Bellanger, 

Jean-Marie Amato, Louis De Funes, Cath- 

erine Erard. At Balzac, Paris. Running 

time, 75 MINS. 
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The Yves Robert group started 
in the Left Bank existentialist 
caves and created a new type of 
satirical, vest pocket theatrics 
which had them graduating to legit 
and now it is trying its hand with 
this formula in films. This emerges 
as a sort of filmic essay on the 
various forms of seduction built 
around the story of a timid soul 
who is initiated into the mysteries 
of love. Though slight in film form, 
this engenders enough laughs to 
make it palatable in general situa- 
tions here with word-of-mouth a 
factor. For the U. S., this is too 
sketchy for any important runs, 
but might be cut to make medium- 
length supporting pic in arty 
houses. It is also a fine gambit 
for tv. 


A timid young man hasn’t the 
nerve to approach his adored sales- 
girl who gives him all the oppor- 
tunities. Don ‘Juan appears to 
him and initiates him to the vari- 
ous forms of romantic aplomb and 
triumph. Here pic goes into a 
series of clever vignettes and gags 
on the various forms of seduction 
with a series of comic situations. 

This lacks the class of ‘“Hulot’s 
Holiday,” but is Gallic enough 
for special situations. Simple 
special effects are well utilized. 
Jean Bellanger is fine as the timid 
male, Jean-Pierre Amato, okay as 
the cantankerous, truculent Don 
Juan, and tthe others of the group 
do well in severs’ vignettes. Louis 
De Funes is a comic find as the 
twitching, slow-boiling husband. 
Technical aspects are good and 
obvious low production nut should 


make this pay off here. Mosk. 
Orage 
(Storm) 
(FRANCO-ITALJAN) 
Paris, Aug. 3. 


Cocinor release of Bellotti Film produc- 


tion. Stars Raf Vallone, Francoise Ar- 
noul. Directed by Pierre Billon, Giorgio 
Capitini. Screenplay by Billon, from a 


novel by Henri Bernstein; camera, Gabor 
Pogany; editor, Rezo Lucedi. At Marig- 


nan, Paris. Running time, 100 MINS. 
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This film is a sudsy affair which 
concerns the extra-marital affair of 
a devoted husband who is finally 
sent back to his faithful wife by 
his upright mistress. Slow pacing, 
familiarity and-lack of character 
depth put this in the distaff cate- 
gory. It has chance for general 
play dates here on the names of 
Raf Vallone and Francoise Arnoul. 
But for the U. S., it is limited to 
possibly a few dualers. 

Andre is a sober, industrious 
husband who, on a business trip to 
Rome, is begged by his romantic 
brother-in-law to beg a certain 
young lady to return his love. 
Andre goes, and through a series 
of circumstanc:s finds himself 
stranded with the girl and love 
blossoms. Complications arise at 
the return of an ok suitor, but 
Andre cannot face life without her 
and decides to leave his wife. The 
wife calls in the girl and says she 
is going to have a baby. So the 
girl walks off into the night, leav- 
ing Andre for his wife and coming 
eir. 

Director Pierre Billon has not 
been able to erase the novelettish 
quality of the work. Result is that 
the progression of the love and 
final reprisal is never convincing. 
Miss Arnoul is good in a familiar 
role for her as the other woman, 
but Elena Varzi is colorless and 
uneven as the wife. Vallone is 
betrayed by dubbing and it is only 
his massive, sombre presence which 
keeps the role from being com- 
pletely undefined, Remainder of 
the cast is also inadequately 





dubbed. Lensing.and editing are 
good, Mosk. 
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This typically German comedy 
has to do with two young people's 
love, marriage, divorce and recon- 
ciliation. Although the pic has nice 
production and a ‘good cast, it 
probably is too familiar in treat- 


ment and too heavy with dialog to 
give it more than spotty chances 
in the U. S. market. Domestic pros- 
pects, however, are excellent. 


The story, based on a novel by 
French writer Andre Maurois, con- 
cerns a young journalist who 
dreams of becoming a great author. 
Feeling his wife doesn’t under- 
stand him, he seeks consolation 
and love with another woman. 
Latter tries to help him climb to 
success while his marriage, of 
course, flounders. But soon 
finds he was better off with his 
wife and, taking into consideration 
his limited abilities, it is better to 
be a good journalist than a fair 
author. Ending sees him remarry- 
ing his former wife. 


Very much on the plus side is 
the acting. Liselotte Pulver and 
Paul Hubschmid (Paul Christian), 
both Swiss, convincingly play the 
couple. Special praise gdes to Miss 
Pulver, whose outstanding perform- 
ance again justifies the fact that 
she currently is one of Germany's 
busiest stars. 

A minor weakness in the produc- 
tion is the occasionally draggy di- 
rection by Toni Schelkopf and 
Rainer Gies. A little less dialog 
and some _ sophisticated touches 
would have hel Technically, 
the film is adequate with the fine 
lensing. There is a catchy song 
which also is utilized in the back- 
ground music. Hans. 


Rumeur Publique 
(Public Rumor) 
(FRANCO-ITALIAN) 

Paris, Aug. 3. 
Sirius release of Sirius-Caretta Films 


roduction. Stars Daniel Gelin, Maria 
auban, Gian Tedeschi. Directed by 
Maurizio Cognati; screenplay, A. Rossi, 
F. Villani, Cognati; adaptation and dia- 
log, Charles Spaak; camera, Goffredo 
Alessandrini; editor, Rodolfo Palermi. At 
Francais, Paris. Running time, 90 MINS. 
BOGE vn yadas cue etaceve ledue Daniel Gelin 
Star ..ccssecccccscccncces: Maria Mauban 
BSUS oc cvcnstccccadderees Gian Tedeschi 
ACtOr ..ncccccccccsccccees Masimo Serato 
REPOS cakcsesvescisduened Cc. Campanini 





Franco-Italo pic is one of the ex- 
amples of the horrors that can re- 
sult from coproduction. Off-synch 
dubbing, uneven thesping, and 
jumpy unfoldment' evidence a 
babel-like attempt at quickly-made 
film, and this will suffer in both 
countries. Buried in this study of 
the effect of a neo-realistic film on 
the people involved is a good off- 
beat idea that lacks cohesiveness 
and completely national treatment 
needed to make this palatable. This 
has a few names here for both 
France and Italy for general situa- 
tions, but is not of much conse- 
quence for U. S. chances. 

A journalist covers a story in a 
small town in which a wife has 
fallen down a flight of stairs and 
been killed. The husband is sus- 
pected. He makes a great story of 
this and his attempts acquit the 
man. He writes a scenario in which 
he convinces the man to play him- 
self due to the notoriety involved. 
As the picture unfolds the true 
story comes out, and the husband 
finds he had been cheated on by 
his best friend. He goes out to kill 
him, but instead ends up killing 
the journalist who had dug into all 
this and exposed his shame. 

Daniel Gelin is miscast as the res 
porter and his bad dubbing doesn’t 
help the role any. Maria Mauban 
is also a good French name lost in 
the shuffle. Gian Tedeschi, as the 
husband, can’t do much with an 
overly dramatic role and the rest 
of the cast is adequate. Lensing 
and editing cannot help this 
choppily - made, erratically - paced 
film into falling into the mood an 
drama of its tale. Mosk. 


C’Scope Lenses Cut 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Bell & Howell has dropped pricé 
of its 35m CinemaScope projec 
tion lenses for theatres to $1,095 
per pair. 
A. H. Bolt, director of sales, 4l- 





tributed the price cut to increased 


. demand and sales. 


by Toni Schelkopf anq . 
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Distribs Ask: Why 


Should Tax 


Relief Be An Exhib Monopoly? 
Cite Rising Story, Star Costs 


} With the industry making fewer + 


pigger pictures, the demand for 
eee literary properties and for 
performers with acknowledged 
boxoffice appeal is adding consid- 
erably to the already-inflated pro- 
duction costs. Studios are once 
again shelling out big sums for 
plays and books that have caught 
the public fancy as, for example, 
the $1,000,000 for “Guys and Dolls, 
$1,000,000 for “The Spirit of St. 
Louis,” and $750,000 for “Can- 
Can.” Prices of $100,000 for best- 
selling novels are no longer un- 
common as they were just a few 
short years ago. 

“In today’s market,” said a high- 
ly-placed distrib exec, “the basic 
ingredients must be the best. If 
you start with these, you think you 
have a chance of success.” 


His comments were in answer to 

a query relating the growing num- 

ber of exhibitor beefs relating to 

the cost of film and to the charge 

; that distribs are siphoning off 

‘= the benefit of the recent admission 

tax relief. He cited the story and 

talent costs as factors resulting in 

the larger budgets for each pic- 

ture and as justifying the increased 

rental costs. “If you start out pay- 

ing $1,000,000 for the property 

and spend another million or two 

for the actual production, there 

must be some way for the produ- 

cer to get his money back and to 
make a profit,” he explained. 


The exec, who is a top official 
of one of the” largest film com- 
panies, frankly asked “‘why should 
the exhibitor get all the benefit 
of the tax relief?” The producer- 
distributor, he said, is taking a 
tremendous risk. “He’s out to make 
the finest picture he can make,” 
he said. “His production and dis- 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘Wind’ Blows ’n’ Blows; 
State, N.Y., Pays Off 
Prints; All Else Gravy 


Bullish attitude towards Loew’s 
(Metro) stock in Wall Street stems 
to a big extent currently from 
realization of how much profit 
‘Gone With Wind” is going to 
mean to the corporation’s coffers. 
Some financial experts now are 
figuring that virtually all revenue 
taken from engagements outside 
New York City represent found 
money since there ts no produc- 
tion cost #9 be liquidated. Reason 
for this is that the 63-day run of 
Wind” at Loew’s State showed 
nearly enough profit to cover the 
Cost of prints required on all play- 
dates in the U. S. plus most of the 
advertising outlay. 

‘ Civil War classic grossed $420,- 

00 at the State in nine weeks plus 
our days, or an all-time gross 
Mark at the house for such a 
lengthy run. “Annie Get Your 
neg ran just as long at the State 
on 8ross was about $100,000 less 
pes Wind.” While the $420,000 
‘ not net to the distributing com- 
5 lt is reported to be suffici- 
a large to cover the cost of 
ve prints rated as requisite for 
ye pPlaydates throughout the 
“tlt Dl Wind,” plus the major 
as over $100,000 for extra ad- 
ne? ‘sing. Print cost is figured at 
etter than $170,000. 
eh cost of each print*for the 
nnd Picture is because the film 

fo “4 reels and a complete new 

“— is aveieee since the film 

aad specie’ pn for widescreen 

“Wind amount of extra coin 

Loew's ce, 20ing to mean for 

a sng (Metro) is tipped by the 
oad hat it is getting extra playing 
tener ree or more weeks in 
that “Ang d locations). Estimated 

B side “7 five largest key cities out- 
ag ew York City will show a 

S of better than $350,000 at 


“ast in its fir, : 
playing tine three weeks of 











Lou Kravitz Upped 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 


Lou Kravitz, who joined Filmack 
Trailers a year ago as its advertis- 
ing manager, was elected viceprexy 
in charge of sales at annual stock- 
holders meet of the company last 
week. Kravitz was also appointed 
a member of the board of directors. 

Irving Mack was reelected presi- 
dent of Filmack; Donald Mack, 
v.p.; Bernard Mack, secretary; Jo- 
seph Mack, treasurer; and John 
Wenner of Daniel F. Rice & Co., 
members of. the New York Stock 
Exchange, reelected as a member 
of the board. 


Mexican Film Industry 


Hopes to Get Acceptance 
With English Subtitles 


San Antonio, Aug. 10. 


Mexico’s film makers are cur- 
rently intent upon “international- 
izing the appeal of their product,” 
according to Jewell Truex, mana- 
ger of the local Azteca Film ex- 
change, one of two major distribu- 
tors of Spanish language pics in 
this country. 


Remarking that “Mexico domi- 
nates the world market for Span- 
ish-language films, far outstripping 
its principal competitors in Spain 
and Argentina.” Truex added, 
“However, Mexican features, with 
a few notable eceptions such as 
‘The Young and the Damned,’ 
have failed to click when shown 
to audiences in this country with 
English subtitles. Only in the 
Spanish language houses have they 
consistently succeeded.” 


Truex notes that French films 
are more popular with English 
speaking audiences because of “the 
bright, witty touch they impart to 
sex.’ On the other hand, he stated 
that he could not find a ready ex- 
planation for/the fact that Italian 
films hold a big edge over Mexi- 
can at the booffice. He _ says, 
“There’s a strong affinity between 
the two.” 

Truex pointed out that the 
Mexican industry is staking hope 
in the genius of Spanish-born. di- 
reetor, Luis Bunuel, whose “Robin- 
son Crusoe” is becoming an inter- 
national hit. Thus with pics such 
as these they will be shown more 
frequently in the theatres in this 





country. 


AUT LOEW TEST 
LOST 15% BIZ 


A new move to eliminate the 
double feature market is emerging 
among industryites, but the advo- 
‘cates frankly admit that they doubt 


the effort will be successful. With 
fewer pictures available and with 
most of the major studios elimi- 
nating the type of feature that 
falls into the second half slot, it’s 
felt by many that the time is now 
ripe to bury the bargain bills. 


“The double feature,” according 
to a distribution executive, ‘is a 
disgrace to the industry. Why 
should the public have to sit 
through inferior pictures in order 
to see the picture he came to see? 
This is the only industry which 
makes it tough for the public to 
buy its product. How can a guy 
who has to be at work at eight or 
nine in the morning stay at a the- 
atre until past midnight? Theatres 
should eliminate the second bill 
and substitute a good short and 
shut down by 11 p.m.” 


Blame for the dual bills has been 
put in the lap of the indie oper- 
ators. It’s pointed cut that the ma- 
jor chains have tried to eliminate 
them, but have been unsuccessful 
because of the two-for-one offers 
of their indie competitors. 


It’s argued that a theatre show- 
ing a dual bill attracts a certain 
segment of bargain hunters who 
prefer the two-picture deal at the 
single price. Loew’s Theatres, for 
example, tried a solo bill recently 
in its theatres in the dual feature 
market. The experience showed 
that it lost 25% of the dual-bill 
fans, picked up about 10% single 
feature patrons, resulting in an 
overall loss of 15%. As a result, it 
reverted to the two-for-one policy. 


The only way an overall single 
feature policy can be established, 
it’s pointed out, is for all theatres 
to go single, a move few pixites 
feel can happen in the _ highly- 
competitive picture market. How- 
ever, it’s felt that:more and more 
theatres will have to go single fea- 
ture from time to time. Take, for 
example, a nabe or smalltown ex- 
hib with three changes a week. 
If he’s on a double bill policy he 
needs eight pictures a week. 

“There just aren’t that many pic- 
tures around,” stated a_ distrib 
exec. “If he must change his pro- 
gram that many times, he’ll have 
to play reissues. Even if he can 
get new pictures, how many 
money-makers are there among 


them? Can he get eight ‘Water- | 


fronts’ a week. These theatres will 
just have to change their policy. 
When a picture like ‘Waterfront’ 
comes around, they should play it 





for at least five days.” 


y SLAP AT DUAL 











Adapt German Mag Yarns 


Production of three features all 
based on popular German maga- 
zine yarns, has been skedded in 
Germany by Eric Pommer’s Inter- 
continental-Film. 

According to United German 
Film Enterprises in N. Y., Pom- 
mer’s first film rolls in the fall 
and is titled “Children, Mothers 
and a General.” It’s due for re- 
lease in early 1955. Laslo Benedek 
has been inked to direct. 

Two other films are “Shadows 
Behind Every Strange Window” 
and a German-American coproduc- 
tion due to go before the cameras 
in the early summer of 1955. All 
three pix will be shot with the 
Garutso widescreen lens. 





Harriet Parsons Burns 
At Chi ‘Adults Only’ Tag, 
On Her ‘Susan Slept Here’ 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Harriet Parsons, sole femme pro- 
ducer under contract to a major 
studio (RKO) and daughter of col- 
umnist Louella Parsons, planed in- 
to Chicago long enough to blast the 
local police censors for slapping an 
“adults only” tag on her latest 
film, “Susan Slept Here.” Peeved, 
especially at hearing that the pic 
might have been banished entirely, 
she Said: “This is tremendously 
unfair. I never made a dirty pic- 
ture in all my life, and if there 
had been anything indecent or of- 
fensive in this one, I would have 
taken it out myself! My picture 
is taking the rap for the ‘French 
Line’.” 

She pointed out that the motion 
picture code was formed “to pre- 
vent exactly what has happened 
here: biased local censorship.” 

Miss Parsons says she has al- 
ways made family pix in the past, 
with the admitted exception of 
“Clash By Night,” listing among 
her credits “Night Song,” “I Re- 
member Mama,” “Enchanted Cot- 
tage,” and “Never a Dull Moment.” 
“Susan” itself is pitched at the 
teenagers, she said, and that was 
| why Debbie Reynolds and Don Cor- 
| nell were selected for their roles. 
It was this picture that was re- 
| sponsible for her receiving a cita- 
tion from the General Federation 
| of Women’s Clubs in Denver last 
June. The organization called the 
| (Continued on page 20) 








ALLIED SQUAWKERS NOW THREATEN 10 


“TAKE CASE VS. DISTRIBS TO PUBLIC’ 


By HY HOLLINGER 


Allied .States Assn. is contem- 
plating taking its film cost fight 
against the major companies to 
the public. This is the second time 
that the exhib organization has con- 


sidered taking an _ intra-industry 
dispute to the general public. The 
first time it involved the hassle 
with 20th-Fox and Metro some 
months back over their insistence 
of stereophonic sound as a “must” 
for CinemaScope pictures. The 
idea was dropped as both com- 
panies capitulated just prior to an 
Allied board meeting. 

The campaign directed at the 
public, if it comes off, would con- 
sist of ads in local newspapers and 
announcements on the screen via 
trailers. The announcements in 
both the newspapers and on the 
screen would detail “how the Hol- 
lywood producers keep us from ex- 
hibiting their better pictures and 
why we are forced to exhibit the 
so-called junk and thus deprive 


‘them (the patrons) of the better 
pictures.” 


While clamor for the drive is 


building up in many Allied units, |- 


it’s doubtful that National Allied 
would take any action until after 
the meeting with distribs, now 
scheduled for Aug. 18-20. Purpose 
of the confab, of ccurse, is to come 
te an understanding on the film 
rental terms and a discussion of 
the exhibs’ charge that distribs are 











Study Antitrust Laws 


Washington, Aug. 10. 


Senate action is awaited on 
a resolution by Senator Pat 
McCarran (D., Nev.) for a full 
study of the antitrust laws. 
Resolution has been okayed by 
the Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tee of which McCarran is rank- 
ing Democratic member. 

Study would be completed by 
Jan. 31, and a report made to 





the new Congress. 


| siphoning off the benefits of the 
recent tax relief. 
Jumping Gun 

Allied units apparently are 
jumping the gun in what distribs 
describe as a “threat” and a “lack 
of good faith” in entering the meet- 
ing with an open mind. Several 
units have already passed resolu- 
tions declaring that if “the dis- 
tributors do not agree to definite 
and concrete plans for altering 


their selling policies,” Allied will | 
have no recourse but to appeal to} 


Congress or a governmental agen- 
cy. Some Allied units, influenced 
by outspoken leaders, are calling 
for a national boycott of pix or the 
establishment of a buying combine 
“that will determine the terms we 
can afford to pay and keep our 
doors open.” Some exhib leaders 
are also urging the filing of more 
damage suits. “Let us file suits 
upon suits,” said one. “Let us find 
out how much pressure they (the 
distribs) can stand. How frequent- 
ly can .they sustain a loss and 
survive?” 














Extended Runs Pay Freight 
Of Today's Costly Production; 
Call Exhibs Blind to 


vv 


Studio Needs 


By LES BROWN 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Although reasonably sympathetic 
with the latest exhib crying jag 
that pix are getting so good 
and so holdoverable that they’re 
squelching a steady theatregoing 
audience (VARIETY Aug. 4), RKO 
producer Harriet Parsons neverthe- 
less warns that it is crucial for the 
industry to solve one problem at a 
time. 

“We are in a transition period,” 
she said, ‘and it is first of all im- 
portant for us to win audiences 
back with top quality pictures be- 
fore we begin worrying about 
keeping them on the ‘habit’.” Still, 
taking the viewpoint of the small 
town exhib who must have several 
changes of bill per week to keep 
a recaptured audience happy, she’s 
aware of a dilemma. 

“Ideally, what the exhibitor ap- 
parently wants is 52 top pictures a 
year to maintain a peak gross, but 
how do they expect producers to 
get back their negative costs on 
short runs when picture making is 
so expensive today?” To the com- 
plaint that the holdover trend is 
clogging theatres on the main arte- 
ries, cutting off steady product in- 
flux, and turning would-be habitu- 
al filmgoers back to their tv sets, 
Miss Parsons conjectures, “Maybe 
more first run houses would be the 
answer.” 

She deplores the fact that the 
exhibitor can never seem to see 
the studio point of view, nor con- 
cern himself over the wad a studio 
sinks into a film, though he al- 

(Continued on page 15) 


TOA Coordinator Still Due; 
Allied, Restive, Continues 
“Ask Uncle Sam’ Rationale 


Theatre Owners of America will 
name its industry coordinator be- 
fore its annual convention in Chi- 
cago Oct. 31 to Nov. 4. Officials of 
the exhib org have already held a 
number of meetings in New York 
to discuss various candidates. 

Under the resolution passed at 
the recent Los Angeles executive 
committee and board meeting, 
TOA decided to appoint the coor- 
dinator before the convention and 
to implement the _ coordfhator’s 
duties at the annual confab. 

Unlike Allied States Assn. which 
is set to meet with distrib chiefs 
later this month on the subject of 
film rentals terms, TOA plans no 
similar get-together. TOA, accord- 
ing to a spokesman, feels its best 
approach is by stimulating indie 
production. That will be the prime 
job of the coordinator. 

Meanwhile, a movement is gain- 
ing among Allied units to seek gov- 
ernment intervention if the exhib 
org’s reps fail in their efforts to 
obtain ‘a live and let live” policy 
as it relates to film terms. The 
Allied Theatre Owners of Western 
Pennsylvania, for example, has 
passed a formal resolution urging 
the National Allied board to go to 
the government if the meeting with 
the distribs should end in failure. 
Allied units are compiling data 
from their members showing the 
percentage of gross receipts paid 





in film rentals (‘including flat 
rentals) for the period ot Janu- 
ary, February, March, 1954, and 


the period of April, May. June, 
1954. Purpose is to determine if 
the distribs are siphoning off the 
benefits of the recent federal ad- 
mission tax relief by increasing 
their rental terms. 


Henry Ehrlich In N. Y. 

Henry Ehrlich, producer of “Ad- 
ventures of Robinson Crusoe” with 
Oscar Dancigers, arrived in New 
York from Mexico City last week 
to confer with United Artists on 
release plans for the picture. 

Picture bowed at the Normandie 
in New York and is in initial en- 
gagements in other cities. 
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LA. 


Big Despite Plethora of H.0.s; 
‘Living’ Fancy $30,000, Brando Brisk 
566, ‘Lance’ 216; 


‘Obsession’ 126, 3d 





Los Angeles, Aug. 10. + 


First-run biz is upswinging in 
current week despite only two 
newcomers opened, both big. Hold- 
overs continuing strong for most 
part, keeping overall pace at fast 
level. Fancy $30,000 shapes for 
“Living It Up,” two situations, plus 
hearty $57,000 in fine ozoners. 

A fine $56,000 and maybe more 
is expected for “On the Water- 
front” in three sites, with biz out- 
standing at the Wiltern and Holly- 
wood, and good at L.A. Paramount. 
Nifty $21,000 is seen in second 
frame for “Broken Lance.” Fourth 
round of “Caine Mutiny” is still 
stout with $37,000. 

“Magnificent Obsession” is hold- 
ing firm at $12.000 in third week. 
“Cinerama” grabbed a fine $34,- 
800 in sixty-sixth frame at Warner 
Hollywood. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum, Vocue (Moetropolitan- 
FWC) (2,213: 885; 70-$1.10)—‘Liv- 
ing It Up” (Par) and “Desperado” 
(AA) (Orpheum only). Fancy $30,- 
000. Last week. with Wiltern (9 
days). ‘“‘Dial M For Murder” (WB) 
and “Captain Kidd. Slave Girl” 
(UA) (2d wk). $14,000. 

Los Anveles Paramount. Wiltern, 


Hollywood (ABPT-SW-FWC)  (3,- 
200; 2,344: 756: 75-$1.25)—“On 
Waterfront” (Col). Fine £56,000. 
Last week, excluding Wiltern, 
“Pushover” (Col) and “Law vs. 


Billy Kid” (Col) (2d wk). $11,000. 
Chinese (FWC) (1.905; $1-$1.80) 


Broadway Grosses 


—— ~ 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week .......... $654,200 
(Based on 22 theatres.) 

Last Year 47,400 
(Based on 23 theatres.) 


‘Crusaders Hot 


$11,000 in Prov. 


Providence, Aug. 10. 
It was back to the seashore this 
weekend, with a resulting drop in 


—_. 





downtown biz. Majestic’s “King 
Richard and Crusaders” is tops 
with sock take. State’s “Men of 


Fighting Lady” is okay for second 
biggest money. “Duel In Sun” 
looks fair in second round at Albee. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee, (RKO) (2,200; 50-70)— 
“Duel In Sun” (SRO) (2nd_ wk). 
Fair $6,500. First week $10,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 70-90)— 
“King Richard and Crusaders” 
(WB). Hot $11,000. Last week, 
“Francis Joins Wacs” (U) and 
“Tanganyika” (U), $8,000. 

State (Loews (3,200; 50-70)— 
“Men of Fighting Lady” (M-G) and 





—"‘Broken Lance” (20th) (2d wk). 
Hearty $21,000. Last week, $26,100, 


ov>r hopes. 
Ritz (FWC) (1,363; $1-$1.50)— 


“Adventures Robinson Crusoe” 
(UA) (2d wk). Nice $5,700. Last 
week, $9,800. 


Stage, Egyptian (UATC) (2,404; 
1,538; 70-S1.10)\—“Valley of Kings” 
(M-G) and “Red River Shore” 
(Rep) (State only) (2d wk-5 days). 
Slow $11,000. Last week, $21.000. 


Warner Downtown. Hawaii ‘SW-/|~ 


C&S) (1.757; 1.106; 70-8$1.10)— 
“Susan Slept Here” (RKO) and 
“Spanish Main” (RKO) (reissue) 


(Downtown only) (2d wk). Fair $11,- 
000. Last week, $17,600, with $67,- 
600 in one nabe, seven ozoners. 


Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; 90-) 


$1.50) — “Magnificent Obsession” 
(U) (3d wk). Firm $12,000. Last 
week, $13.500. 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2.296; 90- 
$1.50) — “Apache” (UA) (3d wk). 
Okay $8,000. Last week. $10,000. 


Les Angels, Iris, Loyola (FWC) 
(2.097; 814; 1,248; $1-$1.50) — “3 
Coins” (20th) (3d wk). Steady 


$18.000. Last week, $18,200. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
752; 2.812: 95-$1.75) — “Caine 
Mutiny” ‘Col) (4th wk). Stout 
$37,000. Last week, $41.000. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1.430; $1-$1.50\—"Student Prince” 
{(M-G) ‘(4th wk). Neat $8,500. Last 
week, $10,400. 

Four Star ‘UATC) ‘900: 90-$1.50) 


—‘“About Mrs. Leslie” ‘Par) ‘6th 
wk). Slow $2,800. Last week, 
$3.000. 

Fox (FWC) (965; $1-$1.50) — 


“High and Mighty” (WB) (5th wk). 
Oke $4,700. Last week, $5,400. 


Fine Arts (631: 80-$1.50)—“Hob- | 


son’s Choice” (UA) (8th wk). Steady 
$1.800. Last week, $1,900. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,364: 
$1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama” (Indie) 
‘67th wk). Into current frame 
Surday (8) after fine $34,800 last 
week. 


‘CRUSADERS’ HEP 136, 





D. C.; ‘APACHE’ 1136, 3D 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Despite an almost solid b.o. sit- 
uation, main stem b.o. is showing 
life. Some holdovers shape as 
slightly better than the preceding 
week. Cooler weather seems to be 
chief factor in this upbeat. Most 
sensational comeback being staged 
by “Cinerama” which is booming 


along between $18,000 and $20,000. | 
and Crusaders” | 


“King Richard 
lone newcomer, shapes big at Met. 
“About Mrs. Leslie.” weak at start. 
picking up in third round. “Apache” 
is trim in third week. 

Estimates for This week 

Capitol ‘Loew’s) (3.434: 70-95)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(4th wk). Fine $16,000 after $22.- 
000 last week. Holds one more 
stanza. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1.174: 60-80) 
— “Prisoner of War” (M-G) (3d- 
final wk). Okay $5,500 after $7,000 
last week. 

Dupont ‘Lopert) (372: 65-$1) — 
“Beauties of Night” (UA) ‘2d wk). 

(Continued on page 20) 


'*Lone Gun” (UA). Oke $10,000. 
|Last week, “Flame and Flesh” 


|(M-G) and “Witness to Murder” 
| (UA), $11,000. 

| Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 65- 
| $1.25)—“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (4th 


| wk). Still big $8,500. Third season, 
$10,000. 


‘Lance’ Lively $18,000, 
Balto; ‘Crusaders’ Loud 
146, ‘Caine’ 116 in 4th 


Arrival of new product is hypo- 
ing grosses here this week. “Broken 
Lance” is sock at the Town while 
“King Richard and Crusaders” 
shapes big at the Stanley. Re- 
mainder of current list is heavy 
with holdovers, with fourth week 
;of “Caine Mutiny” pacing the 
; others at the Hipp. “Living It Up” 
}is rated fairish in its third week 
iat Keith's. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 25- 
, 65-95)—""Gone With Wind” ‘(M-G) 
(4th wk). Okay $6,000 

| after $7,200 for third. 


) (reissue) 

Cinema ‘Schwaber) (466; 50-$1) 
—*Seven Deadly Sins” (Indie) (2d 
_Wk). Pleasing $4,000 after $4,500 
getaway. 
| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 
| 50-$1.25) — “Caine Mutiny” (Col) 
(4th wk). Nice $11,000 or near 
| after $14,000 in third. 
| Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 30- 
| 46-80)—“Living It Up” (Par) (3rd 








CAINE’ BANGUP 106, 
OMAHA; ‘HANS’ $7,000 


Omaha, Aug. 10. 
All new bills here for the first- 
run houses this week, and biz is 
veer gem | on the upgrade. First ac- 
tual cool spell of the summer and 
hiked prices at two theatres are 
also boosting takes. Strongest en- 
tries are “Caine Mutiny” at the 
State and “Broken Lance” at the 
Orpheum. “Hans Christian Ander- 
sen,” back at popular prices, at the 
Omaha, is good. “King Richard 
Crusaders” at Brandeis looms sock. 


Estimate for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 65-85)— 
“King Richard and _ Crusaders” 
(WB) and “Paid to Kill” (Indie). 
Socko $5,000. Last week,, ““Law Vs. 
Billy Kid” (Col) and “Operation 
Diplomat” (Col), $4,500 at 75c¢ top. 


Omaha (Tristates (2,000; 50-75) 
— “Hans Christian Andersen” 
(RKO) and “Make Haste to Live” 
(Rep). Good $7,000. Last week, 
“About Mrs. Leslie’ (Par) and 
“Trent’s Last Case’ (Par), $7,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890; 75- 
$1)—“‘Broken Lance” (20th). Solid 
$20,000. Last week, “Gone With 
Wind” (M-G) (reissue) (2d wk), 
$16,000. 

State (Goldberg) (875; 75-$1)— 
“Caine Mutiny” (Col). Smash $10,- 
000. Last week, “Black Horse Can- 
yon” (U) and “Monster from Ocean 
Floor” (U), $4,000 at 50c-80c scale. 


‘Lance’ Socko 386, 
Philly; Brando 376 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

New product is proving magnetic 
as b.o. draws here currently, with 
sturdy holdovers also _ holding 
strongly. “Broken Lance” is mak- 
ing the best showing with a smash 
figure at the Fox. “On the Water- 
front” is just a step ahead but at 
the larger Stanley, the Marlon 
Brando starrer also racking up a 
boffo week. “Adventures of Robin- 
son Crusoe” is heading for a 
mighty session at the small Trans- 
Lux World. The Viking has finally 
fixed its air-conditjoning after five 
weeks, with “Student Prince” soar- 
ing as a result in sixth round. 
“Apache” still is sturdy in third 
round at Mastbaum. 

Estimates for This Week - 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 89-$1.30)— 
“Valley of Kings” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Good $6,000 or over. Last week, 
$8,500. 

Boyd (SW) (1,450; $1.25-$2.60)— 
“Cinerama” (Indie) (44th wk). 
Picked up to big $13,500. Last 
week, $12,500. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 
“Broken Lance” (20th). 
$36,000. Last week, 
and Gladiators” (20th) 
$10,000 in 5 days. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 65- 
$1.49)\—“‘Gone With Wind” (M-G) 
(reissue) (5th week). Still roaring 
at $17,000. Last week, $20,000. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,360; 75-$1.30) 





75-$1.49)— 
Sockeroo 
“Demetrius 
(4th wk), 


—‘‘Apache” (UA) (3d wk). Sturdy 
$17,000. Last week, $27,000. 
Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 74- 


$1.30)—“‘Susan Slept Here” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Down to okay $9,000. Last 
week, $17,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 99- 
$1.80)—“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (6th 
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Boston. Aug. 10. 


| Biz along Hub’s mainstem con- 
_tinues above average for summer 
| months, majerity of deluxers nab- 
|bing nifty wicket activity. “Gone 
| With Wind” in third week at State 
jand Orpheum, is very big while 
| ‘Magnificent Obsession,” also in 
, third week at the Memorial looks 
| sock. “Broken Lance” at the Para- 
mount and Fenway shapes best of 
newcomers with bright take. 
“Caine Mutiny,” in sixth frame at 
| the Astor and “Man With Million” 
| also in sixth at the Beacon Hill are 
| doing nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 85-$1.25)— | 


“Caine Mutiny” (‘Col) (6th wk). 
Very good $16,000 following $18,- 
000 for fifth. 

| Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (800: 
50-$1)—""Man With Million” (UA) 


| (6th wk). Good $6,000 after $6,500 
for fifth. 
| Boston ‘(Cinerama Productions) 


| (1,354; $1.20-$2.85) — “Cinerama” 
| (Indie) (32d wk). Plugging along 
—~ at $12,000. Last week, $12.,- 
i 


Hub Still Hotsy; ‘Lance’ Bright 216, 
‘Obsession’ Sock 186, ‘Wind’ 276 


Exeter (Indie) (1,300: 60-$1)— 
“Holly and Ivy” (Indie). Opened 
Sunday (8). Last week, “Scotch on 
Rocks” (Indie) (3d wk), fair $5,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 50-$1)— 
“Broken Lance” (20th) and “Heat 
Wave” (Lip). Slick $6,000. Last 
week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO), $9,- 
000 for 9 days. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 50-$1)— 
“Magnificent Obsession” (U) (3d 
wk). Excellent $18,000. Will hold 
|again. Last week, $22,000. 
| Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 50-90) 
,——“About Mrs. Leslie” (Par) and 
“Paris Express” (Indie). Mild $13,- 
|500. Last week, “Living It Up” 
| (Par) (2d wk), $17,000. 

Orpheum ‘Loew’s) (3,000; 65-$1) 
—"“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (3d 
_wk). Tasty $18,000 following $24,- 
| 000 in second, 
| Paramount (NET) (1,700; 50-90) 
\>~, “Broken Lance” (20th) and 
“Heat Wave” (Lip). Bright $15,000. 
Last week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO), 
| $19,000 in 9-days. 
| State ‘Loew’s) (3,500; 65-$1)~— 
|“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Oke $9,000 following $11,000 in 





\ second. 


Waterfront’ Wow $38,000, Det, Ace; 
‘Wicked’ Good 196, ‘Wind’ 226, 4th 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ....... - $3,045,000 
(Based on 24 cities, and 218 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
‘Zest Bear ibic.. yg $2,548,300 
(Based on 21 cities and 204 
theatres.) 


‘Living Rousing 
$25,000, St. Louis 


St. Louis, Aug. 10. 

Biz is steady here currently al- 
though holdovers predominate as 
temperatures dropped to the 70’s 
over the weekend. “One Summer 
of Happiness” did surprisingly big 
biz on its second round at the West 
End Pageant Theatre. But the real 
noise is the terrific week racked up 
by “Living It Up” at the huge Fox. 
“Apache” shapes solid in second 
Loew’s stanza while “Garden of 
Evil” was equally strong on first 
holdover round at the St. Louis. 
“Cinerama” still is a sturdy draw 
although in 27th session at the Am- 
bassador. 

Estimates for This Week ~ 

Ambassador (Indie) (1,400; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Cinerama”’ (Indie) (27th 
wk). Fine $16,000 after $17,500 last 
week. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 51-69)—“Su- 
san Slept Here’ (RKO) and “Out- 
cast” (Rep). Opened today (Tues.). 
Last week, “Living It Up” (Par) 
and “Paris Playboys” (AA), great 
$25,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Apache” (UA) and “Scarlet Spear’”’ 
(UA) (2d wk). Solid $12,000 after 
$21,000 initial frame. 

Orpheum (Loew’s) (1,400; 75-$1) 
—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (2d 
=. Fast $9,000. Last week, $10,- 











Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 82) 
—“‘One Summer of Happiness” (In- 
die) (2d wk). Robust $7,500 after 
$4,500 opening session. 

Richmond (St. L. Amus.) (400; 
82) — “Hobson’s Choice’’ (UA). 
Good $3,000. Last week, “‘Personal 
Affair” (UA) (2d wk), $2,500. 

St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,000: 
69)—“‘Garden of Evil’ (20th) (2e 
wk). Fine $10,500 following $16,- 
000 first week. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
82) — “Hobson’s Choice” (UA). 
Fancy $3,500. Last week. “Personal 
Affair’? (UA) (2d wk), $3,000. 


Holdovers Clip Cincy; 
ry 5 ae ) 
Caine’ Smash 256, 2d, 
Uy? qe.° 9 
Wind’ 106, ‘Living’ 7G 
Cincinnati, Aug. 10. 

It’s a hangover fete for. down- 
town deluxers this week. Every 
house has a holdover and vet 
exhibs fail to recall that ever 
happening here before. “Caine 
Mutiny” is still monumental at 
flagship RKO Albee. “3 Coins In 
Fountain” is turning off at Keith’s 
after sock fifth frame. “Gone With 
Wind” has the’ Palace in fourth- 
week clover. “Living It Up” 
remains hefty at- the Grand and 
“Cinerama” is holding to steady 
tall level in eighth stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 75-$1.25)— 
“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (2d wk). 
Smash $25,000 on heels of $33,500 
preem, tallest here since “The 
Robe” (20th). Holds. 

Capitol (Ohio Cinema _ Corp.) 
(1,376; $1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama” 
(Indie) (8th wk). Continuing at 
sock $28,400, about same as seventh 
session. Midweek sellouts of both 
matinee and night showing now 
the rule. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-84) — 
“Living It Up” (Par) (m.o.) (2d 
wk). Hefty $7,000 after last week’s 
$9,000. 





Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“3 Coins In Fountain” (20th) (5th 
wk). Final session of longrun here 
looks like big $8,000 in wake of 
$8,500 in fourth frame. It’s fourth 
picture this year to hold for five 
weeks. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 85-$1) — 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(4th wk). Solid $10,000 following 





$15,500 third week. 


Detroit, Aug. 10 

Only two newcomers again this 
week but they are Za big 
hoost te downtown “On the 
Waterfront” is terrific at the Palms 
“Weak and Wicked” looks strong 
at the Broadway-Capitol. “Gone 
With the Wind” continues big in 
fourth week at the United Artists 
“Caine Mutiny” still is stout in 
sixth round at the Madison. The 
addition of another matinee jg 
boasting “Cinerama” to an even 
higher bracket in the 73d week at 
the Music Hall. “Living tt Up” 
shapes nice in third Michigan 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5.000: $1. 
$1.25\—“Garden of Evil” (20th) 
and “Man in Hiding” (UA) (4th 
wk). Down to oke $18,000. Last 
week, good $22,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 
$1-$1.25)—“Living It Up” (Par) 
and “Haste To Live” (Rep) (3d wk), 
Fine $14,000. Last week. $17,000. 

Palms (UD) -(2,961: 80-$1)—“On 
Waterfront” (Col) and “Big Chase” 
(Lip). Terrifie $38.00. Last week, 
“Ring of Fear” (WB) and “Bitter 
Creek” (Lip). $12.000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$1.50) 
—‘“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (6th wk), 
Steady $15,000. Last week, $17.000. 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3.500; 
80-$1)—“‘Weak and Wicked” (AA) 
and “Desperado” (AA). Good $15, 
000. Last week, “Yellow Toma- 
hawk” (UA) and “Return Treasure 
Island” (UA), $12,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1.938: $1- 
$1.25)—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) 
(reissue) (4th wk). Solid $22,000. 
Last week, $28,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 80-$1)— 
“Valley of Kings” (M-G) (2d wk), 
Oke $10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- 
tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)—“Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (73d wk). Big $21, 
000. Last week, same. 


‘Demetrius’ Wham 186, 
Toronto; ‘12 Men’ Fast 
136, ‘Wind’ Hot 266, 3d 


Toronto, Aug. 10. 

Of newcomers here currently, 
“Demetrius and Gladiators” and 
“Her Twelve Men” loom standout. 
Former is especially socko. “Gone 
With the Wind” is still topping the 
city for third stanza in a row with 
capacity biz. Also big are “‘Garden 
of Evil” in third frame and “Living 
It Up” in second. ‘“Hobson’s 
Choice” currently in its twenty- 
third week, to set Canada’s longest- 
run record. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,050; 955; 694; 698; 
40-70)—“‘Conquest Cochise” (Col) 
and “Bowery Boys Meet Monster” 
(AA). Neat $14,000. Last week. 
“Rails Into Laramie” (U) an 
“Fireman, Save Child” (U), $11,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,354; 60-80)—~ 
“The Maggie” (Rank) (2d_ wk). 
Jump to near capacity $10,000. Last 
week, $8,000. 

International Cinema _ (Taylor) 
(605; 50-75)—‘“Hlobson’s Choice” 
(UA) (23d wk). Steady $2,500 for 
Canada’s long-run record. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 60-$1)— 
“Demetrius and Gladiators” (20th). 
Wham $18,000. Last week. ‘Knock 
on Wood” (Par) (2d wk), $13,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,090; 60-80)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(3d wk). Still capacity on four-a- 
day at $26,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,318; 70-$1)—- 
“Garden of Evil” (20th) (3d wk). 
Fine $9,000. Last week, $12.000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 50-85)— 
“Living It Up” (Par) (2d wk). Hefty 
$9,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Towne (Taylor) (695; 60-90)—‘‘La 
Ronde” (Hakim) (5th wk). Neat 
$3,500. Last week, $4,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,745; 65-80)— 
“Her Twelve Men” (M-G). Big $13. 
000. Last week, “Francis Joins 
} nl (U) (2d wk), oke $5,000 in 4 
ays. 


‘Apache’ Lofty $20,000, 
Buff.; ‘Crusaders’ 126 


Buffalo, Aug. 9 
Big news here currently is smash 
biz being done by “Apache” at the 
Buffalo. “King Richard and Cru 
saders” is rated sturdy at Center. 
“Magnificent Obsession” is amazing 
with its splendid showing in thir¢ 
round at Lafayette. “Living It UP 
also is trim in third session 4 
Paramount. Biz is up at most spots. 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew's) (3,000; 50-80'— 
“Apache” (UA) and “Scarlet Spear 











(UA). Sock $20,000. Last wee* 
(Continued on page 20) 
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(hi Jumpin’: ‘Valley’ Hefty $15,000, 
Living Stageshow Giant 776 in 2d, 
‘Knock’ Loud 336, Brides’ 396, H.0.s 


* Chicago, Aug.~10. 

strong holdover fare, which gave 
the Loop a snappy pace in recent 
weeks, is keeping stride this ses- 
sion. Tourist and conventioneer in- 
flux is helping noticeably. Three 
new bills were unveiled. “Valley of 
Kings” is standout at hefty $15,000 
at Monroe. “La Ronde” looks lusty 
$6,500 or less at the World white 
“Earrings of yes? De” is fancy 

500 at Surf. 
Oe me It Up” with Crew Cuts 
onstage, now in second week at 
Chicago, continues mighty. “Kn ck 
On Wood” at Oriental eyes a lush 
second frame as does z Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers” at Mc- 
Vickers. Also in second, Francis 
Joins Wacs” and “Gypsy Colt 
combo is fancy at Roosevelt. — 

“Magnificent Obsession” is in its 
fourth successive boffo round at 
United Artists. Fifth week | at 
Woods for “Garden of Evil” is 
brisk. State-Lake continues fine 
for sixth round of “Caine Mutiny. 
“Cinerama,” in 54th round at Pal- 
ace, looms great $42,000. 

Estimates for This. Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—“Living It Up” (Par) with Crew 
Cuts topping stageshow (2d wk). 
Great $77,000 after $92,600 last 


week, biggest in’years. Holds a 
third. 
Grand (Nomikos) (1,200; 50-98)— 


“Westerner” (Indie) and “Dead 
End” (Indie) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Strong $6,000 in 5 days after 
$12,000 last week. House closes to 
prep for C’Scope preem. 

Loop (Telem’t) (600; 90-$1.25)— 


A 
gine 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous’ key cities, are net; i. e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 

. come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 

Xx. 


‘Obsession’ Great 
176 Paces Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 10. 

Biz is way up at first-runners 
here this stanza, powered by three 
standouts, with wet weekend help- 
ing. ‘Magnificent Obsession” at 
Circle is piling up a smash gross 
to lead the town. “7 Brides for 7 
Brothers,’ at Loew’s and “King 
Richard and Crusaders” at Indiana 
are other heavy winners. All three 
look good to hold. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 65- 
95)—‘‘Magnificent Obsession” (U). 
Smash $17,000 or over. Last week, 
“Living It Up” (Par) (2d wk). 





“About Mrs. Leslie” (Par) (2d wk). | $9,000 


Only ‘fair $10,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 

MeVickers (JL&S) (2,200; 65- 
$1.25\—“7 Brides for 7 Brothers” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Big $39,000 after 
breaking house record last week 
with $41,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 65-87)— 
“Valley of Kings” (M-G). Fine $15,- 
000. Last week, “Man With Mil- 
lion” (UA) (6th wk), $5,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Knock On Wood” (Par) (2d wk). 
Tall $33,000. Last week, $45,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.25-$3.40) 
—“Cinerama” (Indie) 
Huge $42,000. Last week, $38,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— 
“Francis Joins Wacs” (U) and 
“Gypsy Colt” (M-G) (2d wk). Fast 
$13,000. Last week, $21,500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
$1.80\—“‘Caine Mutiny” (Col) (6th 
wk). Nice $31,000. Last week, 
$40,000. — 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685: 95)— 
“Earrings Madame De” (Indie). 
Brisk $5,500. Last week, “Scotch 
on Rocks” (Indie) (3d wk), $3,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,709; 98- 
$1.25) — “Magnificent Obsession” 
(U) (4th wk). Socko $27,000. Last 
week, $39,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,198; 98- 
$1.25\—"Garden of Evil” (20th) 


(Sth wk). Trim $14,500. Last week, 
$16,000. 
World (Indie) (697; 98)—‘La 


Ronde” (Indie). Torrid. $6,500 de- 
spite Tribune’s blackout of ads. 
Last week, “Moment of Truth” (In- 
die) (2d wk), $3,000. 


‘Caine’ Sockeroo 306, 
L’ville; ‘Obsession’ Fat 





96, 2d, ‘High’ 86, Q5th 


es Louisville, Aug. 10. 
Caine Mutiny” at Rialto is mak- 
ng terrific impact at the wicket, 
with wham $30,000 likety. Other 
downtown houses are holding up 
Surprisiingly well with holdovers. 
= fact, this summer has been note- 
orthy by fact that with almost a 
Month of over 90 temperatures, 
Patrons have been flocking back to 


rst-runs. “High and Mighty” at 
the Mary Anderson still in 5th 
gg Magnificent Obsession” at 


Kentuck 
Second round. 
Estimates for This Week 
_aentucky (‘Switow) (1,000; 50-75) 
wk) Fest eae Obsession” (U) (2d 
solic $12,000" 00 after last week's 


Mary Anderson (People’ ; 
Ang ple’s) (1,000; 
Gis SET ety aE, $8 

“ - ot 
week. $9.59 efty at $8,000. Last 
Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 75- 
biggest “tae eeutiny” . One of 
“Spi e along this year. 
Wham $30,000. Last week, “Saskat. 
Acre’ ip. .U)..and “Hell’s Half 
State te?) $15,000. 
unite (Loew’s) (3,000; 65-85) — 
wk) se With the Wind” (M-G) (4th 
ood h robably will wind this week, 
€St $6,000. Last week, $10,000. 


shapes fancy in 


Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 65-95)— 
“King Richard and Crusaders” 
(WB). Stout $11,000. Last week, 
“Knock on Wood” (Par), $15,000 in 
10 days. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; '70-90)— 
“7? Brides for 7 Brothers” (M-G). 
Great $14,000. Last week, “Hell 
Below Zero” (Col) and “Overland 
Pacific” (UA), $7,000. 

Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 35-70)— 
“Gorilla at Large” (20th) and 
“Forty-Niners” (AA). Oke $5,500. 
Last week, “Southwest Passage” 
(UA) and “Black Glove” (Lip), 


(54th wk). | $6,000 


, 





é 7 > 3 
Obsession’ Same in 3d 
Kansas City, Aug. 10. 
Summer trend of heavy biz con- 
tinues in current session with 
whopping total for “Caine Mutiny” 
at Midland. “King Richard and 
Crusaders” looms very big at Para- 
mount, Holdover trend also con- 
tinues strong with ‘Magnificent 
Obsession” especially great in third 
week. “Garden of Evil’ looks hefty 
in fourth week. “Francis Joins the 
Wacs” in second week still is 
strong at 4-house Fox combo. 
“Genevieve” rolls on for 17th week. 
Long summer heat wave broke last 
midweek. 
Estimates for This Week 
Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 85-$1)— 
“Genevieve” (U) (17th wk). Okay 
$1,800, and stays again. Last week, 


$1,900. 
Midland ({Loew’s) (3,500; 75- 
$1.25) — “Caine Mutiny” (Col). 


Looks for one of season's biggest 
take at around $28,000. Will hold. 
Last week, “Apache” (UA) and 
“Gypsy Colt” (M-G) (2d wk), $7,500 
at 50-75c scale. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-80)— 
“Ring of Fear’ (WB) and “Texas 
Bad Man” (AA). Strong $11,000; 
holds. Last week, “High and 
Mighty” (WB) (5th wk), dandy $8,- 
000, one of best runs here in many 
months. 

Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,913; 
75-$1) — “Magnificent Obsession”’ 
(U) (8d wk). Fancy $12,000, and 
stays. Last week, $15,000. 

Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
70-90)—“‘King Richard and Cru- 
saders” (WB). Rousing $12,000 and 
holds over. Last week, “Knock On 
Wood” (Par) (3d wk), $7,000. 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; 65-85)— 
“Garden of Evil’ (20th) (4th wk). 
Hefty $4,500, and stays on. Last 
week, $5,500. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Grana- 
da (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 
1,217; 65-85)-——“Francis Joins Wacs” 
(U) and “Fireman, Save My Child” 


(U) (2d wk). Trim $13,000. Last 
week, $21,000. 
Vogue (Golden) (550; 75-$1)— 


“Tonight at 8:30" (Indie). Fancy 
$2,500, and looks to stay several 
weeks. Last week, “Fanfan Tulip” 





(UA) (2d wk), $1,400. 


‘Caine’ Whopping $28,000, |* coon 
K.C.; ‘Crusaders’ Big 126, | $308 


+$4,000. 


‘Lance’ Loud $16,000 in 
Seattle; ‘Apache’ 106, 2d 


Seattle, Aug. 10. 

Few important newcomers here 
this session, with “Broken Lance” 
looming as best with bright tak- 
ings at Fifth Avenue. “Apache” 
looks nice in second week in two 
spots. “Living It Up” shapes great 
in third Coliseum round. 

stimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) 90-$1.25) 
— “Robinson Crusoe” (UA). Fair 
$3,500. Last week, “We Want 
rChild” (Lip), $4,300 in 9 days at 
90c top. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90) — “Living It Up” (Par) and 
“Lone Gun” (UA) (3d wk). Great 
$9,000. Last week, $11,200. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
$1-$1.25)—“Broken Lance” (20th). 
Superb $16,000. Last week, ‘“Gar- 
den of Evil” (20th) (2d wk), $8,500 
in 9 days. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 75-$1) 
— “Apache” (UA) and “Return 
Treasure Island” (UA). (2d wk). 
Nice $5,500. Last week, $7,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; $1) 
“Apache” (UA), also at Liberty (2d 
wk). Good $4,500. After $5,500 
last week. 

Music Hail (Hamrick) (2,300; 90- 
$1.25)—“High and Mighty” (WB) 
(4th wk). Sock $8,000 after $7,800 
last week. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
$1-$1.25) —“‘Caine Mutiny” (Col). 
(Sth wk). Big $10,000. Last week, 
$11,500, over hopes. 


‘Obsession’ Boff 
21G, Aces in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 

Holdovers continue to dominate 
the local scene. However, the cur- 
rent stanza at least brings three 
newcomers. “Magnificent Obses- 
sion” is easily topping the trio, 
with smash takings at Radio City. 
“Man With a Million” is rated good 
at the World. “Gorilla,” first 3-D 
offering in a number of months, 
did not get up much steam. Still 
forte, too,-are “High and Mighty,” 
“Gone With Wind,” “Living It Sp” 
and ‘Caine Mutiny,” in their sixth, 
fourth, third and second weeks, re- 
spectively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (S-W) (1,140; $1.75- 
$2.65)—“‘Cinerama” (Indie) (17th 
wk). Brisk $20,000. Last week, 





Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
{4th wk). Hefty $7,500. Last week, 


_ Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 65-85)—“Liv- 
ing It Up” (Par) (m.o.). Tall $5,000 
for third week downtown. Last 
week, “Egg and I” (U) (reissue), 
$3,000 at 50-75c. 

Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-$1)— 
“Magnificient Obsession” (U). Get- 
ting the same upped tariff as its 
C’Scope predecessor and no public 
resistance, Distaff trade much in 
evidence. Sockeroo $21,000 or 
near. Last week, “Garden of Evil” 
(20th) (2d wk), $8,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 85- 
$1.25)—“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (2d 
wk). Sturdy $18,000. Last week, 
$29,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 75-$1)— 
“High and Mighty” (WB) (6th wk). 
Okay $5,000. Last week, $6,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 70-$1)—‘Go- 
rilla at Large” (20th) (3-D). It has 
been so long since 3-D has been on 
view it’s almost a novelty again. 
Fair $7,000. ‘Last week, ‘Living It 
Up” (Par) (2d wk), $10,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.20)— 
“Man With Million” (UA). Good 

Lasts week, “Genevieve” 
(U) (24 wk), $2,300 in 5 days. 


‘OBSESSION’ WOW 256, 
DENVER; ‘LIVING’ 146 


Denver, Aug. 10. 

“Magnificent Obsession” is 
standout here this session, captur- 
ing top money at Paramount where 
it is terrific. It holds, as do five 
other bills, all with solo pix policy, 
indicating how bright the biz is 
currently. This trend towards sin- 
gle bills is unusual in a city where 
duals are usually in the majority. 
“Valley of Kings” looms fast at 
Orpheum. “Hobson's Choice” 
shapes fine at Esquire. Rain over 
the weekend helped all along line. 
“Living It Up” is rated smash at 
Denham. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85)— 
“Cowboy” (Lip). Fair $3,000, Last 
week, “Adventures Robinson Cru- 
soe’ (UA), $4,000. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 50- 
85)—"‘Crossed Swords” (UA). Fair- 
ish $6,000 or near. Last week, on 
reissues. 

Centre (Fox) (1,247; 60-$1)— 

(Continued. on.page 20) 











New Pix Perk B’way; ‘Window’ Wow 
106, ‘Obsession’ Terrif 546, ‘Duel 
356, ‘Crusoe’ 116, ‘Waterfront’ 606 


Return of warmer’ weather, 
which hurt Sunday (8) trade badly, 
and all-day rain Monday (9) are 
cutting into Broadway film busi- 
ness this session. Cheerful note, 


however, is the manner in which | f¢ 


two of the six new bills caught on 
and the strength displayed by 
many longrun pix. Majority of 
houses were damaged at the box- 
office by Monday’s steady down- 
pour, but some actually did as well 
as the preceding Monday. 


Both “Magnificent Obsession” at 
the State and “Rear Window” at 
the reopened Rivoli shape smash. 
Latter is. soaring to $70,000 or 
close, to get this house, shuttered 
most of the summer, off to a-rous- 
ing start. “Obsession” is great 
$54,000 or thereabouts, best show- 
ing by any Universal pic at the 
State. 

“Duel in Jungle” probably will 
reach a good $35,000 in its first 
stanza at the Paramount. “The 
Cowboy” is rated fair $4,600 at the 
Baronet. 


“Adventure of Robinson Crusoe” 
is heading for a nice $7,000 or 
near in first week and the initial 
session under Trans-Lux manage- 
ment at the Normandie. “Human 
Desire” ‘and vaudeville looks to 
give the Palace a nice $21,500 in 
the round finishing tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 


“On the Waterfront” continues 
great guns with $60,000 in sight 
for second frame at the Astor. 
“Living fT Up” still is big with 
$30,000 probable in third stanza 
finishing tomorrow at the Cviterion. 


Standout holdover, of course, is 
“7 Brides For 7 Brothers” with 
stageshow, which is heading for a 
terrific $180,000 in the third round 
at the Music Hall. Hall actually 
topped the second week on first 
four days but rain trimmed the 
gross Monday a bit. Management 
had figured seven or eight weeks, 
but the biz in the first three ses- 
sions now is leaving the concluding 
week a very big question mark. 

“Broken Lance” is off to fair 
$44,000 or close in second Roxy 
session. “Susan Slept Here” looks 
like good $13,000 at Victoria, like- 
wise for second week. 


“Caine Mutiny” also is slipping 
but still solid with probable $29,000 
for current (7th) week at the 
Capitol. In contrast, “Apache” 
continues showing real stamina 
with a big $17,000 on tap for fifth 
frame at Mayfair. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300: $1.25- 
$2)—“Waterfront” (Col) (3d wk). 
Initial holdover session ended last 
night (Tues.) was terrific $60,000 or 
near after record $67,000 opening 
week. Stays indef. 


Baronet (Reade) (430; 90-$1.25) 
—“The Cowboy” (Lip) (2d wk). 
First round ended Sunday (8) was 
fair $4,600. In ahead, “Daughters 
of Destiny” (Indie) (4th wk), $2,600. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 85-$2.20) 
—‘“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (7th wk). 
Current stanza. finishing today 
(Wed.) looks like solid $29,000 
after $35,000 for sixth week. Con- 
tinues. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.85) 
—‘‘Living It Up” (Par) (3d wk). 
Current session winding tomorrow 
(Thurs.) shapes to get a big $30,- 
000 after $37,400 for second. Stays 
indef. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘Mr. Hulot’s Holiday’ (GBD) 
(9th-final wk). 


after $8,600 for seventh. Could 
stay longer but house has prior 
commitment to open a new Disney 
pic. Hence it moves to the Guild, 
with “Vanishing Prairie” (Disney) 
opening Aug. 16. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.50) 


——‘Pushover” (Col) (2d-final wk). 
This frame ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks like mild $7,000 


after $12,000 opening week. “Gam- 
bler From Natchez” (20th) opens 


Friday (13). 
Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.80)— 
“Malta Story” (UA) (4th wk). 


Fourth stanza winding tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is headed for okay $5,500 


after $8,000 in third week. “Mr. 
Hulot’s Holiday’ (GBD) opens 
Aug. 16 


Holiday (Rose) (950; 90-$1.65)— 
“Bullets or Ballots” (WB) and “St. 
Louis Kid”’ (WB) (reissues), Opened 
yesterday (Tues.). In ahead, “De- 
sire” (Par) and “Shanghai Ex- 
press” (Par) (reissues), mild $5,500 
in eight days. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 179- 
$1.80)—“‘Apache” (UA) (5th wk). 
Present session concluding tomor- 
row (Thurs.) is heading for big 





$17,000 after $20,000 for fourth 
week. 

Normandie (Normandie Thea- 
tres) (592; 95-$1.80)—‘‘Adventures 
Robinson Crusoe” (UA). Initial 
rame ending today (Wed.) looks to 
hit nice $7,000. Hoids, of course. 
In ahead, “Le Plaisir” (Indie) (11th 
wk-8 days), $4,200, to wind up a 
great longrun here. 

lace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.60)— 
“Human Desire” (Col) and vaude- 
ville. Current stanza winding to- 
morrow (Thurs.) looks like fine 
$21,500. Last week, “Francis Joins 
Wacs” (U) and eight acts of vaude, 
$25,000, over hopes, 

Paramount (ABC-Par) (3,664; 70- 
$1.75)—“‘Duel in Jungle” (WB). On 
basis of first four days, this ap- 
pears headed for good $35,000 in 
opening week ending next Friday 
(13). Last week, “Ring of Fear” 
(WB), was $45,000, and was taken 
out after 10 days. “‘Duel” is set to 
hold for a second week. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80)—“‘Hobson’s Choice” (UA) 
(9th wk). Held with good $6,400 in 
eighth week ended last Sunday 
(8). Seventh week, $7,500. 

Radio City Music Hall (‘Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200; 95-$2.75)—“7 Brides 
For 7 Brothers” (M-G) and stage- 
show (3d wk). This session conclud- 
ing today (Wed.) looks to hold with 
terrific $180,000, not far from last 
week. Second week was $182,500, 
biggest second week ever at the 
Hall. Continues on indef, with 
seven or eight weeks shaping as 
likely, based on present gait. 
“Brigadoon” (M-G) is set to follow 
“Brides.” 


Rivoli (UAT) (2,092; 85-$2)— 
“Rear Window” (Par). Initial stanza 
ending today (Wed.) is soaring to 
terrific $70,000, aided by excellent 
reviews, and looks in for longrun. 
Previous week, house was closed. 
“Window” gross makes it one of 
top four big grossers to play Riv. 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.40) 
—‘‘Broken Lance” (20th) (2d wk). 
Current round finishing up today 
(Wed.) likely will get fair $44,000 
after $65,000, a bit below hopes, 
opening week. Stays on, with “The 
Egyptian” (20th) set to preem 
Aug. 24. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 78-$1.75)— 
“Magnificent Obsession” (U) (2d 
wk). Soared to great $54,000 open- 
ing session ended last night (Tues.), 
biggest ever for any Universal pic 
at State. In ahead, “Gone With 
Wind” ‘(M-G) (reissue) (10th wk- 
4 days), $9,000, but finishing re- 
markable longrun for an oldie, and 
total grass of $420,000. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Man With Million” (UA) (7th wk). 
Sixth week ended Sunday (8) was 
$7,000 after virtually same _ for 
fifth week. “High and Dry” (U) is 
due in next but date not set. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
$1-$1.50)\—“‘Her 12 Men” (M-G), 
Opens today (Wed.). In ahead, 
“Victory At Sea’ (UA) (4th wk-9 
days), mild $4,000 after $4,100 for 
third full week. 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
$1-$1.50—“Lili” (M-G) (75th wk). 
The 74th round ended Monday (9) 
edged to hot $6,200 after $5,800 for 
73rd week. Stays. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50- 
$1.75)—‘‘Susan Slept Here” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Current stanza ending to- 
day (Wed.) looks to reach good 


: | $13,000 after $18,000 opener, slight- 
I Eighth week ended | 
‘last night (Tues.) was fancy $8,000 


ly below hopes. 

Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1,600; 
$1.20-$3.30) — “Cinerama” (Indie) 
(62d wk). The 6lst round ended 
Sunday (8) was smash $39,500. The 
60th week was $39,000. Matinee 
continue astounding, with nights 
still okay. 


‘Lance’ Sharp $32,000, 
Frisco; ‘Dark’ Big 1226 


San Francisco, Aug. 10. 

Despite unfavorable weather, 
first-run biz continues at a fast clip 
here this stanza. “Broken Lance” 
is getting the most coin total with 
a big session at the Fox. “Johnny 
Dark” is doing nicely at Golden 
Gate. “Valley of Kings” is rated 
okay at Warfield. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65- 
90)—‘‘Johnny Dark” (U) and “Mon- 
ster from Océan Floor” (Lip). Good 
$12,500. Last week, “Ring of Fear” 





(WB) and “Operation Diplomat” 
(Indie), $14,500. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1-$1.80)— 


“Broken Lance” (20th). Big $32,000 
(Continued on page 20) 
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"7:55 P.M. All 
days off were 
cancelled. 

All officers 
placed on 
standby. 

This was the 
hottest case to 
ever hit the 
department" 






























WARNER Bros: 


WORLD PREMIERES 
NEXT WEEK 


AT THE 
VicTORIA, NEW YORK 
CHICAGO, CHICAGO 

WARNER, ATLANTIC CITY 


AND 


WATIONALLY | 
LABOR DAY! 














STARRING IN AND DIRECTING 
HIS FULLLENGEH MOTION 
PICTURE ON QUR GIANT SCREEN : 
CO-STARRING BEN ALEXANDER HIS 
FAMOUS DETECTIVE PARTRER 


)RAGNE 


»WARNERCOLOR :sow WARNER BROS.“ 














For a Lobby Advance that's really in 
advance-order this standee now! 


Life-size, full-color with its own frame—and with 
a personal LP recorded message by Jack Webb. 
See presshook immediately and order immediately 
—supply is limited! 





















MARK VII sree JACK WEBB WARNER BROS. 
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Larger Brit. Cinemas Show Pickup, 
Attendance Upbeat in Two Areas 


London, Aug. oc 4° — 
Statistics released by the Board | * , a 
of Trade last week indicate a con- | Jap Majors Dickering 
tinued drop in pose ae oat F Vj taVi i Ri hts 
ture houses in the North o ng- 
land. It also showed declining busi- or IS ISION g 
Tokyo, Aug. 3. 
Recent VistaVision demonstra- 





ness for the smaller ones, with 
upped attendance figures in the 


southern and eastern areas (which tion here by Paramount has 
are the first to be affected by new|stirred up considerable interest 
films and new techniques) plus im- lamong exhibs, with the three 


proved take for the larger theatres. | major chains dickering for rights 

The figures indicate the biz trend | for their Tokyo flaghouses. Sho- 
over the lest two years has been|chiku wants it for the Togeki, 
away from the smaller, and in favor | Nikkatsu wants it in their new 


of larger cinemas. Comparison be-| Marunouchi Nikkatsu and Toho 
tween the first quarters of 1954) wants to VV its Hibiya. 
and 1953 shows the. exhibitor’s Meanwhile, it looks as if the 


share of b.o. takings fell for 2,000 
seaters and rose for those above 
that capacity. Small houses also 
had to pay a higher percentage of 
takings in wages while the 2,000- 
seaters, or larger houses, paid less. 
Worst hit were the 250-seater small- 
er cinemas, which showed also the 
greatest decrease in admissions. 

Overall figures given in the sur- | 
vey show total admissions during | 


first VV film will not be here un- 
til October at the earliest. Par is 
trying to get “Strategic Air Com- 
mand” for release_in October, but 
has little hopes. Most likely pros- 
pect is a’ Yuletide roadshow of 
|\“White Christmas” simultaneous 
with U. S. release. 











j e e o 

the first quarter of 1954 at 325,-| D { 

664,000, a decrease of 0.9% com-| JIF@ COM Ispu @ 

n 

of 1953 (compared with the cor- 

responding period of 1952) has not 

quarters of previous years. | has ordered monies collected for 
Gross boxoffice takings of $77,-| the production in France of a film 

year. Report also shows that the made under direction of Vicomte 

4,504 film houses in Britain have | George de la Grandiere, and coin 

tween 1,751, 2,000 and 209 having | 

more than 2,000 seats. 


pared with the same qua:ter i 

1953. Although the slight <— s 

in admissions in the last quarter (ver Unmade Pic 

been maintained in the vy B mig bs Dublin, Aug. 3. 

ter of 1954, the decline of 0.9% is ; ; : 

less than that in corresponding Justice Budd, in High Court here, 

716,800 were 0.1% lower than the/on the life of Christ titled. “The 

first quarter of 1953, but 6.7% | Divine Tragedy,” be returned to 

ahead of the lest quarter of that|the subscribers. Film was to be 

an estimated 4,151,200 seat. Of this | was to be raised internationally for 

total there were 263 between 1,501 the $900,000 needed. ~ 

and 1,750-seat capacity; 194 be-| freland's quota was $90,000, of 
Survey includes breakdown of. 

exhibit share in takings which to- | 

taled $31,704,400 between Dec. 27 | 


which $25,000 had been raised 
when U.S. contributors to the proj- 
ect, who had raised their quota of 
$300,000, decided to withdraw. This 
withdrawal caused abandonment 


of 1953 and March 27 this year, | of project. 


compared with $32,653,600 for cor- 
responding period in 1951-52. 





The Irish judge ruled that the 


|coin raised in Ireland by way of 


| donations should be given to chari- 


Good Pic Will Draw On ise, putas futsal, Bel 
Any Shape Screen, Scot 


!mond Leslie, co-author of recent 
| bestseller, “Flying Saucers Have 


° ° | Landed,” sought payment of $2,250 
Film Guild Prexy Sez! capensce on the Irish fundraising 


Edinburgh, Aug. 10. 

A good film with a good story, 
imaginatively directed and well | 
acted, pulls in the crowds no mat- | 
ter what the shape of the screen, | 
according to Norman Wilson, prexy | 
of Edinburgh Film Guild. Giving 
this recipe for boxoffice success 
to the annual meeting of the Guild, 
he said the fact that the most suc- 
cessful films were not always the | 
most expensive productions was | 
an indication that there was a} 
growing public for intelligent 
films. 


campaign. Court held that return 
of money to subscribers was to be 
less a percentage for actual out-of- 
pocket expenses for organizing the 
collecting campaign. 


Scot Hits British Rule 


On Juves in Cinemas 
Edinburgh, Aug. 10. 





dren having to go into cinemas 
with an elder person is “a lot of 


Shipman & King Cinemas 
Net $380,419 Last Year 


London, Aug. 10. 

Shipman & King Cinemas, cir- 
cuit of 37 out-of-town picture 
houses, announced a net profié be- 
weeks ending last April 3. 
881. 

The circuit’s liabilities. were 
$282,360 or $38,836 less than iast 
year while assets of $163,954 were 
up by $70,726. eserves alsc ‘were 
$25,200 higher at $58,800. Ordinary 
dividend of $25,410 is quoted at 
5%, less tax, same as for the pre- 
vious period. 


Easing of Censorship 
In Spanish Theatre Is 
Stressed by State Exec 


Paris, Aug. 3. 

Interesting sidelight of the First 
International Dramatic Arts Fes- 
tival recently here was a series of 
conferences arranged by fest prexy 
A. M. Julien with reps of different 
countries on the state of legit at 
home. Juan Guerrero Zamora, head 
of the dramatic section of Spanish 





| Radio, especially had some cogent 


comments. Zamora’s main conten- 
tion was that theatre is much freer 
and censorship much less severe 
in*Spain than supposed by other 
countries. 

He stated that the biggest re- 
cent legit success was an anti- 
militarist piece by Alfonso Sastre, 
“The Doomed Squad,” presented 
by a state-subsidized theatre. There 
is still strong censorship in the 
realm of literature, press, films 
and theatre, but it is primarily on 
a moral and religious basis, Za- 
mora said, and lastly on a political 
tone. He added that quite fre- 
quently playwrights are asked to 
make certain cuts and that they 
usually do as asked in these in- 
stances. He also made the point 


that other countries have the 
wrong ideas on the death of the 
great revolutionary poet-play- 


wright, Federica Garcia-Lorea, and 
that the main reason. he is no 
longer played in Spain is because 
of the objection of his family 
rather than the state. 

Zamora stated that censorship 
exists on different levels in Spain, 
and that little offbeat theatres 
have a much greater latitude in 
subject matter than the bigger and 
more commercial houses. These 
small theatres exist by love of the 
owners for the art, he opined, and 
usually only give one of a few per- 
formances of a play. There are 
about 20 state subsidized theatres 
in Spain, with two in Madrid, the 
Teatro Espagnol and the Testro 
Maria Guerrero. There are annual 
prizes for the best in the various 
categories of dramatic work, such 
as the best play, best direction, 








Wilson said there were many 
things the film could do superla- | 
tively well, and there were some 
things it could do better than any| “The effect a film has on a child 
other medium. One of the most jg just the same whether he is ac- 
telling means of making them ap- companied or not,” he said 
parent was the Edinburgh Film| ; : 
Festival. To do this more effec- | 
tively, this year the festival was 
being given new emphasis. 

For the upcoming fete, which 
tees off here Aug. 23, films from 
all sources and categories will be 


eyewash,” according to Rev. D. 
Land, member of the city educa- 
tion committee. 


Education Committee was con- 
sidering recommendations of the 
Cinema Consultative Committee, 
a national body, concerning admis- 
sion to cinemas of children of five 
to seven years. It had agreed that 
children under five 





screened. ‘ anied by i 
Films entered this year are’ com- companied by a responsible person. 
ing from Argentina, Australia, | ’ 
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, - e 
Ceylon, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Old Vic Opens With 


France, French Morocco, Germany, 


‘Macbeth’ in London 


} 
Greece, Great Britain, Hungary, | 
India, Israel, Malaya, Mexico, | London, Aug. 3. 
Japan, New Zealand, Norway,! Ann Todd is to star in the new 
Poland, Spain, Sweden, Switzer- Old Vic season opening with ““Mac- 
jand, U. S., Russia and Yugo- beth” Sept. 9. Michael Benthall 
slavia. Countries sending reps to is producing the play which plays 
the festival include Argentina, two weeks at the Edinburgh Fes- 
Canada, Czechoslovakia, Australia, tival - starting Aug. 23. Paul 
Yugoslovakia, Holland, France,’ Rogers is to play Macbeth with 
Sweden, India, Denmark and John Neville and Eric Porter in 
America. major supporting roles. 





. . Virginia. McKenna, femme lead 
New ABC Cinema in Scotland 


must be ac- | 


Aberdeen, Aug. lu. 
The Regal is the latest addition 
to this, Scotland’s most cinema- 
conscious city. Luxury house is the 
first of Associated British Cinemas 
halls to be opened since the war. 
Top executives of ABC aitending 
the preem as well as many politi- 

cal, civic and educational reps. 
Construction on the Regal was 
started in 1939 and was suspended 
in 1941. Work was resumed in 1953. 


in “Cruel Sea” pic, joins the com- 


pany in October in “Love's Labor’#|to produce 


Lost,” directed by Frith Banbury. 
In “Taming of the Shrew,” she 
plays opposite Paul Rogers. It will 
be directed by Denis Carey. Perm- 
anent members of the company in- 
clude Laurence Hardy, Gwen Cher- 
rill, Meredith Edwards, Michael 


Bates, Eleanor Bryan, Mary Hig- | 


nett, Robert Hardy and Paul Dane- 
man. Cecil Beaton has designed 
the costumes for “Lost.” 


‘| best acting, best decor, etc. Zamora 
The British regulation of chil- | 


also made the point that theatre is 
kept very much alive in all univer- 
sities. 

Zamora also said that there are 
many new, talented playwrights 
emerging in Spain who are still not 
known abroad, and that most coun- 
tries only know the Spanish classi- 
cal theatre. Among the new lights 
he mentioned Sastre, Gonzales 
| Ayer and Antonio Bueno Valiejo. 
He wound up by saying that his 
| dispatches to Spain had been en- 
tirely non-partisan, and his prefer- 
ence at the drama fest had béen 
the East German presentation of 
Berthold Brecht’s “Mutter Cour- 


played in Spain without censorship 
troubles. He said that he pre- 
sented a play of Strindberg’s on 
ithe radio which was very out- 
| spoken against marriage, and there 
|had been no censorship difficulty 
| in spite of the heavy Catholic as- 
pect of Spain. 


New Single Strip 3-D 
Film Shown in London 


London, Aug. 3. 
| A demonstration was staged at 
the Odeon, Tottenham Court 
‘Road, last week of the new single 
strip 3-D film which Pola-Lite is 
| te over here in conjunc- 
tion with GB-Kalee. Introducing 
\the new system, Robert Dimpfi, 
Pola-Lite’s London rep, stated the 
|company planned to make at least 
|five 3-D features next year. Also 
lthat there would be sufficient 
| product to keep it going for years, 
With the Odeon’s 31.2-foot screen, 
| this made the experiment impor- 
tant as being the largest 3-D pro- 








| jection viewed in Britain. 


fore taxes, of $380,419 for the 53: 
Last 
year’s total for 52: weeks was $345,- 





Waikiki Nitery Opens 
Branch to Woo Overflow 


Honolulu, Aug. 10. 


Peaches and Tony Guerrero 
opened their new Tropics Ala 
Moana last Wednesday (4) in. a 
move designed to divert hometown 
patronage from their overcrowded 
Tropics Waikiki. 

Waikiki operation, a longtime 
favorite of Honolulans, draws 
heavy tourist play and additionally 
lacks convenient parking. New 
spacious restaurant, somewhat off 
the beaten path, a fact which in- 
sures parking space, is managed 
by Ed Kina, longtime figure in Isle 
cafe and cabaret circles. 





Mex Cinex Buys 
Out Azteca Films 


Mexico City, Aug. 10. 

Cinex, the company which the 
government recently organized to 
distribute Mexican pix in the U.S., 
Canada, Europe, Asia, Africa and 
Australia, has expanded by buying 
out Azteca Films, which, with 
Clasa Mohme, placed Mexican 
films in some 450 cinemas of 
America. 

Deal was announced by Cinex 
prexy, Eduardo Garduno, who also 
heads the film trade’s own bank, 
the Banco Nacional Cinematogra- 
fico, He and Alfonso Rosas Priegos 
signed for Cinex, and Guillermo 
and Roberto Calderon and Alberto 


30 Revivals, 23 New Plays for Paris 
od Legit Season on Ist Lineup 


; Paris, Aug. 3. 

Although most «theatres are 
closed for the annual summer vaca- 
tion, legit house directors ang 
authors are busy placing and 
polishing entries for the 1954-55 
legit season pa: begins late in 
September. First lineup already 
shows 30 reprises of this season's 
hits, and 23 new plays. Many 
holdovers look to make another 
season of it, some being pegged 
back in to fill time until the new 
productions are ready for unveil- 
ing. 

Looksee at the theatre lineup 
for next season shows Ambassa- 
deur-Henri Bernstein reinstating 
its Andre Roussin hit, “Le Mari, 
La Femme Et La Mort” (‘“Hus- 
band, Wife and Death”). Mitty 
Goldin’s ABC comes back for a 
third year with the Bourvil-Georges 
Guetary musical hit, “La Route 
Fleurie” (“The Flowered Way’), 
Ambigu holds its hit boulevard 
comedy, “J’y Suis J’l Reste” (“I’m 
Here And I’m Staying”), for a 
fourth year of Raymond Vincy, 
while the Antoine brings back its 
two-year hit, “L’Heure’ Eblouis- 
sante” A4“The Dazzling Hourr’’), un- 
til October when it makes way for 
“The Man Whe Came To Dinner.” 


Apollo remains a popular priced 
rep house while the Athenee brings 
back its Jacques Deval hit, “La 

aniere Forte” (“The Hard Way”). 

ouffes Parisiens has.an all-star 
revival of Jean Cocteau’s ‘‘La Ma- 
chine Infernale.” Capucines will 
reinstate its hit musical, ““Les Chan- 
sons De Bilitis” (“Songs of Bili- 
tis”). The Chatelet keeps “White 
Horse Inn” until its new operetta 
tenant,. “Toison D’Or” (“Golden 
Fleece”), by Pierre Benoit and 
Francis Lopex is ready in De- 
cember. 


Salas Porras for Azteca. Purchase 
price is $1,600,000, payable in six 
years. The deal involves 1,200 pix 
productions. 

Anent the deal, the bank dis- 
closed that Mexican producers 
gross an annual average of $480,- 
000 from U.S. exhibition, with 104 


‘Clerambard’ Kept On 
Comedie-Caumartin brings back 
its old hit, "La Cusine Des Anges” 
(“My Three Angels’). Comedie- 
Des-Champs-Elysees keeps “Cler- 
ambard” until two new Jean An- 
ouilh plays are ready. Comedie- 


pix playing 450 cinemas. Those 
cinemas gross $1,440,000 yearly, 
but distribution costs $800,000 an- 
nually and another $480,000 is ab- 
sorbed in making prints, freight, 
publicity, etc. 


Wagram puts Marc-Gilbert Sauva- 
jon’s “Treize A Table” (‘Thirteen 
At The Tabie’’) into its third year 
while the Daunou gives another 
round to the Robert Dhery revue, 
“Ah Les Belles Bacchantes.” 


Edouard VII will open Andre 
Birabeau’s ‘“Souviens-Toi Mon 
Amour” (“Remember My Love”), 
with Claude Dauphin and Suzet 
Mais. The Empire has a return en- 
gagement of “Porgy And Bess.” 
European comes up with a popular 





Trend Towards Foreign 
Plays Worries French; 
Revive Harsh 1921 Law 


operetta, “Mon P’tit Pote’” (“My 

: Little Buddy”). Fontaine reposts 

Paris, Aug. 3. : 8 

The Societe Gee halrate. Alexandre Rivemale’s ‘Azouk. 





The national operetta house Gaite 
Lyrique reprises “Andalousie” and 
“Pampinilla.” 

Gymnase pegs Sauvajon’s adap- 
tion. of Somerset | Maugham’s 
“Theatre” while Hebertot carries 


alarmed at the growing trend 
| towards foreign legit adaption, 
| which they claim is encroaching on 
| the national product, have decided 
|to enforce- a 1921 ruling. This 
states that no legit house can play 


age,”’ which, he felt, could now be | 


foreign plays exclusively, and that 
every theatre must have a quota 
|of two French plays out of three. 
| This was an accord between SDA 
and the Syndicat of Theatre Own- 
| ers. Last season's batch of foreign 
| plays, and the many new adaptions 
| Planned for next year, made the 
|SDA swing into action this week, 


with the bite being put on Marc | 


just | new comedy, “Maries Du Jour De 


| Gilbert-Sauvajon who has 
completed the Gallic version of 

|Somerset Maugham’s “Theatre” 

|for presentation at the Gymnase 

| Theatre next season. 

| Although this old decree was 





| handled in a friendly manner be- | 


| tween the SDA and the STO, there 
| were many infractions of the rule, 


| Corner”), by Michel Andre. 


on with Maurice. Bray’s “Pour Le 
Roi De Prusse” (“For The King of 
Prussia”). La Bruyere keeps the 
Eugene Labiche farce, “Si Jamais 
Je Te Pince” (“If I Ever Catch 


You”). Marigny rehouses_ the 
Jean-Louis  Barrault - Madeleine 
Renaud Co. in an adaption of 


Tcheckov’s “The Cherry Orchard.” 
Madeleine has Jean-Bernard Luc’s 


L’An” (“Newlyweds. of the New 
Year”), with Jean-Pierre Aumont. 
Michodiere has Jules Roy’s “Cy- 
clone,” with Pierre Fresnay. Michel 
continues with its light comedy, 
“Le Coin Tranquille” (“The Quiet 
The 


| Mogador has the hit operetta-spec, 


|and no countermeasures ever were | 
taken. However, this year, Roger | 


| Ferdinand, SDA prexy, feels it is 
necessary to act. Madame Paule 


“Les Amants De Venise” (‘rhe 
Lovers of Venice”). 
“Lark”—Suzanne Flon Continues 


Monceau exhumes an old psy- 


Rolle, directress of the Gymnase, | Chological piece, “J’Ai 17 Ans” (“I 
states that her theatre has given) 4M Seventeen”) by Paul Vanden- 


115 French plays 


against 


feels this ban, because her 
|play.was an adaption of a U. S. 


play, is unfair. She will bring it | brings 


‘before the STO. 


foreign legiters in 15 years. She| With its 
last, 


three | baugh, and Montparnasse continues 


socko Jean Anouilh’s 
“L’Alouette’ (“The Lark”) with 
Suzanne _ Flon. Noetambules 
back Ugo Betti’'s “Pas 
D’Amour” (“No Love”) with Ml 


Meanwhile, Sauvajon claims that | Chel Vitold. The Nouveautes goes 


no nixes have been put on the | into a fourth year with Roussin’s 
BH heatre Antoine which had a hit | porsaue fg ran pn Be nes 
alo play, “The Dazzling Hour,” | pears }, solr 
son's cdaption of. Pits nnn ene tarts.” while Patale Rayele, coM- 
, Son's adaption of “The Man. Ep eis ; *g 
|Came To Dinner” coming in next | tinues with the Jean er 
season. Also that the Theatre St, | boulevard bedroom farce, Dat 
| Georges which had a hit revival of | pod oy Cambrai” (“The Cambra 
; ay. “TT .. | Folly”). 
ail "el Heats” al saan aes | Porte Saint Martin brings back 
not been touched. It has an adap-| its hit operetta, “A La near 
tion of Graham Green’s “Living| y Raymond Vincy, and Quai 
iRoom” slated ag its next tenant. (Continued on page 13) 
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Coviet-Spy Saga Is Set as Joint 
Japan-Europe Film Production 


4 





Tokyo, Aug. 3. + 


Richard Sorge, Ukrainian-born 
Soviet spy who operated in Japan 
during the last World War in the 
guise of a German correspondent 
with access to the German Em- 
passy and highest levels of the Jap- 
anese government, seems to be the 
hottest subject in the race amgng 
Japanese film companies to gain 
the prestige of the first joint Japan- 
Europe production. Two plans for 
a filmed version of the spy’s ex- 

Joits are underway presently, one 
with a German company and one 
with an Italian. Meanwhile, a joint 
Jtalo-Japanese “Madame Butter- 
fly.” to be filmed in Italy, has been 
definitely pacted. ; 

Last week it was reported from 
Hamburg that the German com- 

any, NFD, planned to make a film 
here called “Espionage,” based on 
the Sorge case. Local film sources 
are unable to confirm the story or 
to indicate what Japanese studio 
will cooperate with the Germans. 

This week Shintoho Studios an- 
nounced it will make a Sorge pic 
with Minerva Films of Italy, with 
Dulio Coletti to meg. Although 
film will be shot mostly in Italy, 
an Italian staff of 16 technicians 
is slated to visit Japan early this 
fall for background lensing. 

Cast will be international, with 
the title role going to either an 
Englishman or an American. Euro- 
pean and Japanese actors and ac- 
tresses will take other roles, in- 
cluding those of Sorge’s right-hand 
man, Hidemo Ozaki, ex-newspaper- 
man who provided tips on top level 
state policy and Sorge’s Japanese 
sweetheart. 

Shintoho will distribute finished 


‘pic here and Minerva will handle 


ra 


releases in Europe. 

A screenplay in Italy is now be- 
ing worked over by Shintoho. As 
it reads now, film is unlikely to 
become a piece of anti-Red propa- 
ganda but will be a psychological 
study of a man who gets his kicks 
from writing history, so to speak, 
by transferring top level secrets 
from one state to another. 

When his activities were uncov- 
ered, Sorge, as well as his Japa- 
nese colleague, Ozaki, who was 
special adviser to Prime Minister 
Fumimaro Konoye, were arrested 
and executed. 

Sorge case was first made pub- 
lic in Japan during the Occupation 
by General MacArthur’s G-2 chief, 
Lt. Gen. Charles Willoughby, who 
later wrote a.book on the case en- 
titled “Shangi Conspiracy.” Wil- 
loughby has not been consulted on 
the role of tech adviser. 


Old Vic-Habimah Swap 


Tel-Aviv, Aug. 3. 
The Hebrew theatre, Habimah, 
which has just concluded a series 
of guest performances at the Inter- 





national Drama Festival in Paris, | 
plans an exchange with London’s | 


Old Vic some time next year, Old 
Vic to play for a short while in 
Israel and Habimah in England. 

The Habimah will also “probably 
take part in next year’s Dramatic 
Festival at Venice. 





Saeed 


30 Revivals 
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Latin its hit musical satire, “La 
Tour Eiffel Qui Tue” (“The Eiffel 
Tower That Kills”),* Sarah Bern- 
hardt houses the Marquis De Cue- 
Vas Ballet. In December it opens 


atarce] Ayme’s adaption of Arthur 
ig ae | 


M “Crucible,” with Yves 
ontand and Simone Signoret. It 
Will be called “La Chasse Aux Sor- 


cieros” (“Witch Hunt”), 
visi’ at Theatre Des Arts 
ear Stays on at the Theatre 
ir hg while a new Jacques De- 
the ah Namouna,” comes into 
leatre De Paris with Fernand 


avey in the lead. Theatre De 
Con’ 088 a version of the 18th 


“th y John Gay operetta, “The 
gan S Opera.” Varietes keeps 
“Tu, Robert Dhery coniedy revue, 
“deed Vole” (“Billowing Skirt’). 
~ makes two for Dhery. 

bats Colombier brings back T. 
Be: lot's “Cocktail Party” until 
sormber when it opens a new 
(“One On Aimes Qui’On Peut” 
Steve Loves Who He Can”), by 
, Passeur, with Jean-Claude 
“tome Dalio and Madeleine 


British-Italo Pix Pact 
_. Extended Until Dec. 31 


London, Aug. 10. 
Pending possible alteration in 
Italian law, which might affect the 
importation of films into Italy, the 
present Anglo-Italian film agree- 
ment, which expired June 30, has 
been extended until the end of the 


year. Announcing this at the 
monthly executive council meeting 
of the British Film Producers 
Assn, Sir Henry French, BFPA di- 
rector-general, said it was hoped 
that talks regard‘ng a new agree- 
ment would de held by~ the end 
ot October. : 
Local obstacle to renewal of 
the agreement is the attitude 
adopted by the Assn. of Cine Tech- 
nicians, which intimated it would 
instruct members working in lab- 
oratories not to handle processing 
unless all dubbing on foreign films 
were done in this country, ACT 
argues that in certain countries the 
dubbing of British films must be 
carried out in those countries 
where they are to be exhibited. 
This ruling is not in force in Italy. 


Sabrina’ Gets 
Big London Hand 


London, Aug. 10. 

Emile Littler and Peter Dau- 
beny’s production of “Sabrina 
Fair” bowed in at the Palace last 
Wednesday (4) to enthusiastic wel- 
come from most firstnighters who 
gave Marjorie Steele a warm per- 
sonal reception. Ron Randell scored 


as her beau, and oldtimers Zena 
Dare and Cathleen Nesbitt regis- 
tered as leading femme support. 
Other roles were commendably 
handled. 

Play is well directed by John 
Cromwell, who also has a part in 
the show. Press reaction mixed 
and absence of topline names de- 
terrent to chances of equaling: its 
U. S. success. 

“Relations Are Best Apart,” by 
Edwin Lewis, opened the week’s 
new shows at the Garrick Theatre, 
Tuesday (3). Presented by H. J. 
Barlow it stars Leslie Henson as 
peacemaker-grandfather in over- 
crowded household. Hazel Court 
and Dermot Walsh score as couple 
swamped by the inlaws with gener- 
ally competent supporting cast. 


Play was cordially received but 
unlikely as a stayer. Directed by 
Martin Landau. 

Linnit & Dunfee, Ltd., and Jack 
| Hylton brought the Bristol Old Vic 
| production of “Salad Days” to the 
| Vaudeville last Thursday (5) which 
bowed into a tumultuous reception. 
Main interest centres on the music 
| by Julian Slade, also composer of 
last week's Sheridan comedy, “The 
Duenna,” which confirms the be- 
lief he is coming man in light mu- 
sic. Book and lyrics by Dorothy 
Reynolds and Julian Slade pro- 
vide lighthearted story of magic 
| piano with unknown cast receiving 








ovation, 


$23,000 to Johnnie Ray 
For Aussie 8-Day Date 


Sydney, Aug. 3. 

Johnnie Ray, due for Down Un- 
der trip next September, will get 
about $23,000 for his eight-day 
singing chore. 

Weeper has a big following here. 
Initial record “Cry” was an im- 
mense seller in Australia. 








Christine Signed For 


London, Aug. 10. 

Harry Harbour, vaude booker for 
Stoll theatres, has signed Christine 
Jorgensen, assisted by Miles Bell, 
for a week’s tryout at the Hippo- 
drome’ -Manchester, starting 
Aug. 16. 

If the act clicks, it will be given 
the entire Stoll Theatres’ dates as 
well as Moss Empires engagements. 








Test Date in Britain’ 
Rank’s Irish Sub Tilts Div 


/of 1954. Nearly half of the films 


|; country’s most popular film stars 








Mex Pix Admish Ceiling , 


Cuts Govt. Taxes $42,313 
Mexico City, Aug. 3. 

Ceilinged cinema admission 
prices here of 35c-46c, set in De- 
cember, 1952, figured big in the 
$42,313 drop last year in taxes on 
film theatre gross coin garnered 
by the national and city govern- 
ment, the local city treasury de- 
partment discloses, ~ 

The peso was worth 11.6c during 
both years. It was slashed to 8c. 
last April 19. 


Foreign Stars 
Gain Favor In 


W. German Pix 


Berlin, Aug. 3. 

West German producers obvi- 
ously are finding it more and more 
essential to use foreign stars in 
their pix. The number of foreign 
players signed by local film out- 
fits has probably never been so big 
as during this season. Latest for- 
eign names. include Josephine 
Baker and Charles Trenet. Both 
will appear in “Der Mann- im 
Mond,” a Berlin musical. 


In. addition, they have been 
signed by CCC to star in “An 
Jedem Finger Zehn,” in which also 
U. S. singer Kenneth Spencer, 
Woody Herman orch and some 
other stars will appear. The Kath- 
erine Dunham Dancers have been 
signed by Gloria for “Gloria Star 
Parade 1954.” 


France’s Etchika Coureau cur- 
rently is working in Ariston’s 
“‘Maedchen aus Paris.” Same out- 
fit also has Ingrid Bergman on its 
list. She has the leading role in 
“Angst,” which Roberto Rossellini 
is directing. “Der Kommandant,”’ 
based on John Knittel’s novel, sees 
German Carl Raddatz costarring 
with Michele Morgan. 

It is noteworthy that half of this 





are not German. 


102 Yank Pix Out Of 
234 Bowed in W. Berlin 
In Ist Half of 1954 


Berlin, Aug. 3. 
There were 234 pix being re- 
leased in West Berlin (39 in East | 
Berlin) during the first six months 





or 102 (43.8%) were of American 
origin. Fifty-five pix were from 
West Germany while 77 or 32.7% 
came from other nations, mainly 
Franee, Italy, England and Austria. 

Despite the high percentage of 
Hollywood films, however, the 
most playdates still are captured | 
by local product. This is ex-| 
plained, of course, by the big popu- | 
larity of German films in second- | 
run cinemas, . 





The biggest U. S. hit here in re- 
cent months undoubtedly was | 
“From Here to Eternity” (Col). | 
This pic also was a winner in April 
and still is high on the monthly | 
best-grosser lists. : 


An outstanding German money- | 
maker currently is ‘No Way Back” | 
(‘Weg ohne Umkehr’) being in| 
such demand that requests for ex- | 
tended runs could not be met be- | 
cause there were not enough 
prints. This Berlin fete prize-win- | 
ner was produced here, and. an 
English version now is completed. 

In the Kurfuerstendamm (first- 
run) area, however, Hollywood 
films are still the big favorites. 
Currently, six out of 11 preem 
houses here are using U. S. films. 
These American pix are “How to'! 
Marry a Millionaire” (20th) at, 
Filmbuehne Wien which received 
the best reviews ever given here 
here to a C’Scope film. 

At the Kurbel, “Gone With 
Wind” (M-G) is soon due to enter 
its ninth month. “Along the Great 
Divide” (WB) is at Capitol, “99 
River Street” (UA) at Delphi, 
“Wings of Hawk” (U), (3-D), at 
Filmtheatre Berlin. 





Dublin, Aug. 10. 

Irish Cinemas, Ltd., subsidiary 
of J. Arthur Rank’s Irish Odeon 
setup, upped its divvy on common 
stock to 17!2° for the year ended 
last June 26. 

It had paid 1212% for thé last 
two years. 





| Specialized Film Producers has led | 


French Film Produ 


ction Is Solid; 


Coproduction Heavy; Trend to Specs 





Call for Ban on Public TV 
~ In Italy as Pix Threat 


Rome, Aug..3. 
The parliamentary group. cur- 
rently fighting the government’s 
tax program for the film industry, 


has asked for a disciplining of the 
use or “abuse” of television in 
public places. 


Statement, contained in an open 
letter to the Ministry of the In- 
terior and Post Office and T@e- 
graph Depts., asks what measures 
haye been taken to discipline use 
of public tv. Letter points to the 
dangers of holding tv shows in 
public bars and especially-built tv 
rooms in restaurants and night- 
clubs not equipped with safety 
facilities, and also to the fact that 
apparently, government and_ tv- 
radio company (state-subsidized) 


gets no return from special prices | 


or extra tabs charged for such 
“abusive” showings. Letter asks 
what measures have been set to 
combat or control such ‘‘abusive” 
speculation or, if it is to be al- 
lowed, what regulations are to 
govern it. 


Israel Sets Up 
Film Protection 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
The Government of Israel has 
passed legislation to encourage na- 
tive production of films. 
Principal provisions are_ that 
every film showing, running fer 90 


minutes or more, must include a 
newsneel made in Israel; and all 
exhibitors must show a minimum 
of four hours of domesiic product 
of other types each week, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce reports. 
Films of insufficient “artistic or 
technical merit’’ may be declared 
ineligible for the benefits of this 





law, with a film ccuncil to make | 


the decisions. The newsreels must 
run at least nine minutes and most 
of it must include “matter of Israel 
public interest.’”’ The non-newsreel 
pix must be at least 80% photo- 
graphed and processed in Israel. 


NO SIDEWALK BARS FOR 
-STRAIT-LACED WAIKIKI 


Honolulu, Aug. 10. 
Waikiki won’t look like Paris as 
far as gay sidewalk cocktail-lounge 
operations are concerned. City 





| liquor commission has denied the 


request of the Gourmet, Spence- 
cliff chain nitery, to extend bar 
service to tables under an awning 
outside the building. 

Board said there already is suffi- 
cient area within the building and 
expressed skepticism at making 


| liquor service so public in this city 


that has never forgotten its mis- 
sionary background. Board mem- 
bers said proposed two-foot high 
boundary of plants between tables 
and main thoroughfare sidewalk 
was inadequate. 





Brit. Film Technicians | 


In New Overtime Row’ 
London, Aug. 10. | 

A dispute between the Assn. of, 
Cine Technicians and the Assn. of | 
to the ACT imposing an overtime | 
ban on workers and a request from | 
the ASFP that the Ministry of La- 
bor intervene. Producers say 
the ban, which operated from Aug. | 


| 2, will lead to a serious dislocation 


of production. Already it is re- 
ported that Pathe has had to call | 
off production of one pic. 

Disagreement arose over a claim 
by ACT for increased wages and. 
changed working conditions. It fol- 
lows a series of meeting between 
the two parties since early this| 
year. An ASFP statement sum-| 
marizes details of the dispute. It) 
opines that by imposing the ban, 
the ACT is in breach of the agree- | 
ment between them that provides 
for employees reasonable overtime 
and also agreed machinery for the 
settlement of disputes. 


‘ 


Paris, Aug. 10. 

French pix production was 
slower than usual in the early part 
of the year, but is now solid for a 
big season. Majority of bigscale 
productions and those netding ex- 
teriors, with the weather essential, 
are now going on. 

Production is on even keel this 
year and will reach its usual 100- 
odd films with a goodly number of 
coproductions. The trend towards 
costume specs and color still con- 
tinues with the added bracing of 
the more serious, arty French pix. 
However, at this time, there is 
still doubt as to the French entries 
for the Venice Film Fest, and the 
only runnerup so far is Marcel 
Carne’s “L’Air De Paris.” There 
is talk that only one pic will be 
sent. 

Present production leans toward 
the spec with Jacques Becker’s big 
| fresco interp of “Ali Baba,” with 
Fernandel; Sacha Guitry’s super- 
| budgeted ‘“‘Napoleon,” Jean Devai- 
vre’s third sequel to “Caroline 
Cherie,” Abel Gance’s medieval 
skullduggery pic, “La Tour De 
Nesle”’; Fernando Cerchio’s sequel 
to the “Three Musketeers” with 
“Le Vicomte De Bragelonne,” Jean 
Dreville’s “La Reine Margot” of 
Alexandre Dumas, Richard Pot- 
tier’s turn-of-the-century opus, “La 
Belle Ortero,” with Maria Felix, 
and Andre Hunnebelle’s resurrec- 
tion of a 17th century folk charac- 
ter hero, “Cadet Rousselle.” 

Some dramas are also on the 
roster with Jean Delannoy’s story 
|of jealousy and murder, “Obses- 
| sion,” with Michele Morgan and 

Raf Vallone; Jacqueline Audry’s 
pic version of Jean-Paul Sartre’s 
“Huis Clos” (“No » Exit”), 
| Laviron’s “Votre Devoue Blake” 
}(*Yours Truly Blake’), with Eddie 
|Constantine as an_ international 
ladies’ man; Maurice Chevalier in 
ja comedy, “J’ Avais Sept. Filles” 
} (“I Had Seven Daught@s"’), about 
(an aging rogue; Victor  Vicas’ 
|Franco-German version of Jean 
| Giraudoux’s play, “Siefried,” and 
| Jean Sacha’s detective pic, “La 
|Peau Des Autres” (“The Skin of 
' Others”). 
| Heavier fare is scheduled to start 
|next season with the better di- 
rectors going into action again and 
'tackling more profound and dif- 
fuse subjects for probable fare for 
future programs in the artier U.S. 
houses and for entrance in the top 
film fests. H. G. Clouzot, the multi- 
prizewinner, starts his new one 
“Les Veuves” (“The Widows”), 
Jean Renoir comes back to the 
scene here with “French Cancan” 
with Jean Gabin, Christian-Jaque 
does a bigscale remake of Emile 
Zola’s “Nana,” with Charles Boyer 
and Martine Carol; Raymond Ber- 
/nard has Edwige Feuillere for ‘Les 
Fruits De L’Ete” (“Summer 
Fruit”), Julier~ Duvivier starts his 
“Marianne De Ma _ Jeunesse” 
(“Marianne of my Youth") as a 
Franco-German pic, and Andre 
Cayatte again undertakes a heavily 
socialiy-significant pic in probing 
the essence of marital difficulties 
in “Pour Le Meilleur Et Pour Le 
Pire” (“For The Better Or Worse"’). 














Two Monsarrat Yarns 


Readied for Brit. Pix 


London, Aug. 3. 

Two Nicholas Monsarrat stories 
are to be lensed in Great Britain 
this year, one by Ealing Studios 
which turned out “The Cruel Sea,” 
and the other, “The Story of 
Esther Costello. Latter will be 
done by John Woolf, managing di- 
rector of Romulus Films. 

The Ealing pic, “Ship That Died 
of Shame,” will be Basil Dearden’s 
21st directorial chore for the com- 
pany. He will again team with 
producer Michael Relph. John 
Whiting is collaborating on the 
screenplay and film is expected 
to start rolling in September. Dear- 
den is currently directing “Out of 
Clouds” for Ealing, which stars 
Anthony Steel, Robert Beatty, 
James Robertson Justice, David 
Knight and Margo Lorenz. 

While casting for the Ealing film 
is not yet announced, the Romulus 
topper is trying to finalize a deal 
with Joan Crawford to star in 
“Esther Costello.” He is also 
hoping that Jean Simmons will be 
free to play in it. Samuel Fuller 
will direct. ' 


Jean. 





























14 : 
VARIETY _ Wednesday, August 11, 1954 . We 


Bac 


f 





Pub 
humafr 
tations 
liam 1 
return 
round 
of Vis 

The 
mind 
and ni 
persor 
today 
glamo 
public 
wartil 
ed to 
an al 
When 
perso 
audie 

Ho! 
fan © 
longe 
write 
write 
prim 

way 
indiv 
Ho 
wife. 
for ¢ 
cities 
spon: 
Kons 
New 
Pari: 
Stoc! 
Mani 
he 
dem 
the © 
out 


“y 
surp 
proc 
iC 
large 
ate 
Visic 
ties, 
perf 
Vi 
proc 
imas 
defir 
scre 
lens 
will 
the 
carr 







“20th Century-Fox’s First Production Photographed With 
The Revolutionary New Anamorphic Lenses In 
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Color by De Luxe Lass 


wostaring ROBERT WAGNER * JEAN PETERS * RICHARD WIDMARK * KATY JURADO 


with Hugh O'Brian - Eduard Franz - Produced by SOL C. SIEGEL - Directed by EDWARD DMYTRYK « Screen play by RICHARD MURPHY | . 
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Back From 10-Week Global Tour 
Holden Says a Click in 13 Top 
US. Markets Is Okay Anywhere 


Public today demands “more 
humanism and realistic interpre- 
tations” from its actors, says Wil- 
liam Holden, Paramount star who 
returned. last week (6) from a 
round the world jaunt on behalf 
of Vista Vision. 

There’s no question in Holden’s 
mind that audiences have changed 
and now go_for a different type of 
personality on the screen. “Actors 
today don’t necessarily have to be 
glamorous,” he commented. “The 
public of today is a product of 
wartime reporting. It is accustom- 
ed to realism and the honesty of 
an almost documentary approach. 
When that is reflected in sereén 
personalities it makes for better 


audience identification.” 


Holden cited the fact that his 
fan mail had changed. “They no 
longer bother to sit down just to 
write a silly letter,” he said. “Most 
writers now concern themselves 
primarily with commenting one 
way or another on pictures and 
individual performances.” 


Holden, accompanied by his 
wife, Brenda Marshall, was gone 
for close to 10 weeks. Among the 
cities he covered on his Paramount- 
sponsored trip were Tokyo, Hong- 
Kong, Manila, Saigon, Singapore, 
New Delhi, Bombay, Cairo, Rome, 
Paris, Copenhagen, Oslo and 
Stockholm. In four cities—Tokyo, 
Manila, Singapore and Bombay — 
he attended actual VistaVision 
demonstrations. Elsewhere, he told 
the trade about VistaVision with- 
out actual screenings. 


Exhibs Hep 


“I found exhibitors everywhere 
surprisingly well briefed on the 
process and most sympathetic to 
it,’ he reported, ‘They all like the 
large screen, and since many oper- 
ate on shoestring budgets, Vista- 
Vision, with its compatible~ quali- 
ties, seems to'most of them the 
perfect answer.” 

VistaVision is a photographic 
process providing a widescreen 
image of improved clarity and 
definition. It requires only a large 
screen and a wideangle projection 
lens. Par’s first VistaVision release 
will be “White Christmas.” All of 
the company’s VV releases will 
carry Perspecta Sound for theatres 
equipped to handle it. 

Discussing the problem of mak- 
ing pix for the international mar- 
ket, Holden opined that there was 
no real formula for worldwide b.o. 
Success but that the one safe cri- 
terion was the intelligence of the 
American audience. “If there is 
such a thing as a formula it’d be 
taking a sample of the 13 leading 
US. cities and the 30 cities that 
come after ‘them, When a film 
meets the standards of the audi- 
ences in those cities, chances are 
that it'll be a success everywhere.” 

The actor conceded that foreign 
Pic tastes differed from those in 
the U.S. and at times created sur- 
prising situations—such as “Roman 
Holiday” outgrossing ‘Greatest 
Show on Earth” in some Indian 
theatres. In India he heard com- 
Piaints of the U.S. “refusing play- 
dates to Indian films” and he re- 
counted his arguments with Indian 
Producers on that point. 

Holden had job offers in many 
Places as foreign producers realize 
that inclusion of.an American star 
name in the cast of any of their 
enhances their chances for 
-S. bookings. In India, Holden 
Was offered the job of organizing 
the Screen Actors Guild there. He 
curned down the opportunity. In- 
aged actors frequently will work 
: ree or four pix at the same 
'me, he related, due to unstable 
fconomie conditions in the na- 
tive Industry, 

— Own Production Due 
en den’s own plans are indefi- 
© at the moment. Under his con- 

‘ct with Paramount he’s allowed 
ti outside film a year. He has 
ta, Toluca Productions and is 
ently studying two scripts that 
wll produce under his own 
ease via Penny, eventually Te 
~ sages. ramount, Holden said. 
- next definite assignment is the 
nity 'berg-Seaton pic, “The Mag- 
roll eee which isn’t due to 
“rege next May or June. Mean- 
tare ee is in three as yet 
brine nd, Par productions—‘“Sa- 
pi « _ The Bridges of Toko-Ri” 

“ “Country Girk” In the two 





latter pics he costars with the fast- 
rising Grace Kelly. . 

Even though his Par contract 
doesn’t call for any participation 
in profits, Holden said he was a 
great believer in the creative. tal- 
ent sharing in the risks. He had a 
percentage deal for “The Moon Is 
Blue,” the Preminger-Herbert pro- 
duction. Holden was emphatic in 
stating that the pie should have 
‘gotten a Code seal. He said he was 
surprised at the lack of complaints 
that had reached him in connection 
with his starring part in that film. 
Holden recalled that he was one 
of the people who had advised Otto 
Preminger not to submit the 
“Moon” script to the Code in ad- 
vance, 


20th Sees Goal 
Of 10,000 CScope 
Houses by ‘59 


Apparentiy on the assumption 
that the trade needs no further 
convincing, 20th-Fox is now going 
to plug the virtues of CinemaScope 
and stereophonic sound directly 
with the public. 

Al Lichtman, director of sales, 
told a N. Y. powwow of 20th 
branch and district heads last week 
that the company would make 
available to exhibs gratis two reels, 
one dealing with stereo sound and 
the other with the improvements 
resulting from the new “taking” 
lenses. ¢ 


He also confirmed VARIETY re- 
port last week that 20th would 
make a special reel for projec- 
tionists, showing them the best 
ways of getting maximum effects 
out of a CinemaScope presentation. 
20th has been concerned over re- 
ports of sloppy projection of its 
C’Scope films in some houses. 


Apart from discussing sales 
policy on upcoming 20th attrac- 
tions, and particularly “The Egyp- 
tian,” the 20th field sales staff 
also viewed ‘“‘The Egyptian” and 
heard addresses by Lichtman, Spy- 
ros P. Skouras, 20th prexy, and 
Gen. James A. Van Fleet, a 20th 
director. 

Lichtman said that, by the end 
of July, a total of 6,643 theatres 
were equipped for CinemaScope-in 
the U. S. and Canada and that the 
goal of 10,000 houses by the end 
of the year would be reached. Of 
the 6,643, about half—3,293—are 
using fourtrack stereo sound and 
2,854 use single optical sound. 128 
are equipped with onetrack mag- 
netic sound and 368 use socalled 
mixers. 

Lichtman said the two general 
exhibition reels’ on sound and 
forthcoming pix were being made 
available at the request of exhibs 
who saw 20th’s “The Advanced 
Techniques of CinemaScope” dur- 
ing June and July. The stereo 
sound reel will run nine minutes 
and will be available at the end 
of August. 

The second reel runs 20 min- 
utes and again will be narrated 
by Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th produc- 
tion topper. It will include a num- 
ber of properties that weren’t part 
of the ‘Advanced Techniques” 
clip. The 20-minute subject will 
become available in four to five 
weeks. 

Roundtable discussions on the 
handling of 20th upcoming pix as 
well as a review of sales policy 
during the past year were led by 
Lichtman, William C.- Gehring, 
exec assistant sales head; Glenn 





Norris, eastern sales manager, and | 


Alex Harrison, western _ sales 


manager. 


Musicalize ‘Lost Horizon’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

In addition to pending musical 
remake of “My Sister Eileen,” 
Columbia will produce a version of 
tunefilm, “Lost Horizon,” one of 
studio’s top grosses of past. 

Fred Kohlmar, who'll produce 
“Horizon,” and tunesmiths Jule 
Styne and Leo Robin will do both 
films. 





TOA ANALYZES ST. L. 
FEATHERBEDDING’ 


A court case involving the at- 
tempt by a projectionists’ union to 
force an extra man on an exhibitor 
is analyzed by Herman M. Levy, 
Theatre Owners of America gen- 
eral counsel, in an industry case 
digest, 

The case conterned the LaCosa 
Theatre, St. Louis;- which was 
granted an injunction on the 
grounds that the union’s picketing 
was for “an unlawful purpose and 
was, therefore, enjoinable,” 


Hugh Graham, operator of the 
theatre, asked the local booth- 
men’s union to furnish him with 
a projectionist. The union insisted 
that he’d have to take two men. It 
refused to send one man. Graham 
then hired a non-union man and 
paid him union wages. The union 
then picketed his theatre, leading 
to Graham’s suit to enjoin the 
picketing. 

In its decision, the court de- 
clared’ that “the defendants are 
using picketing as a ferce to de- 
prive plaintiff of the opportunity 
of managing his own business; his 
business is being destroyed by the 
silent and insidious force of a sys- 
tem of picketing or else defendants 
would not attempt to use the sys- 
tem.”’ The court termed the picket- 
ing “a boycott established against 
the business of the plaintiff to 
make him submit to arbitrary de- 
mands of the defendants.” The 
court said that Graham proved 
that the extra man “will not be of 
any service to him and is not neces- 
sary, but is arbitrarily forced upon 
him.” 

Levy points out that’ the 
Supreme Court of Connecticut 
rendered a similar decision, -hold- 
ing on substantially the same facts, 
that peaceful picketing ‘‘wiil be en- 
joined where there is no labor dis- 
pute, and where it is being used 
to attempt to force the theatre 
owner to employ only union pro- 
jectionists.” Levy notes that many 
states follow the law as set down 
in these cases, and advises exhibs 
to “become familiar with the laws 
of their particular states and de- 
termine what their rights are.” 




















Warner Finances 
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stanza of a year ago shows a net 
profit of $2,129,000, after provision 
of $3,034,000 for taxes and $150,000 
for contingent liabilities. Profit is 
a combined total, covering *the 
three months ending May 30, 1953 
of the new Warner company and 
the six months ending Feb. 28, 1953, 
of the old corporation (prior di- 
vorcement). The net profit from 
domestic theatre operation was 
eliminated from this calculation. 

Listed as inventories in the cur- 
rent report are $6,748,687 for pro- 
ductions released, less amortiza- 
tion, $4,404,896 for productions 
completed and not released, and 
$4,618,894 for productions in proc- 
ess. Rights and scenarios, at cost 
less amortization is placed at $541- 
618. 

An agreement relating to bank 
notes provides for their payment in 
semiannual installments of $682,- 


Moral Victory’ Scored Against 
New York City's Admission Tax 


Breakage 


+ 








000 each, beginning May 1, 1955, | 
with interest at 224% per annum. | 
The agreement also sets certain re- | 
strictions against the creation of | 
any lien or encumberance on cer- 
tain assets. 








Extended Runs | 
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ways wants some kind of insurance 
for his investment himself. 

“A studio,” she says, “has to 
contend with such a high overhead 
that it is impossible to make a 
good picture inexpensively any 
more. And only good pictures can 
put the industry back on its feet. 
It’s becoming more and more im- 
portant for the exhibitor and the 
producer to work and think to- 
gether.” 

Miss Parsons believes that, Hol- 
lywood nearly dug its own grave, | 
before divorcement, with the dou- | 
ble-feature idea and now it is hav-’ 
ing a tough time trying to Sell ex- 
hibs and audiences alike on the} 
thinking that one good picture is 
easily worth the price of two medi- 
ocre films. She termed the double- 
feature “an evil” and guessed ‘it 
would eventually be abolished once 
Hollywood gears fully for the big 
picture push. 

Miss Parsons is touring the hin- 





terlands ahead of her latest film, | 


| ordinary 


| sents 
'balance in notes payable semi-an- 
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RUBE SHOR RAPS TERMS 


Calls ‘Obsession’ and ‘Mutiny’ Over- 
priced For Small Situations 








Universal and Columbia were on 
the receiving end of exhibitor 
blasts this week for the rental 
terms asked for “Magnificent Ob- 
session” and “The Caine Mutiny,” 
respectively. 

Universal, it’s charged, is asking 
50% with a minimum of 40% on 
review. In the case of Columbia 
it’s reported that the distrib is 
asking a guarantee of at least the 
film rental of “From Here to 
Eternity,” with a minimum of 
50%, against a 70-30-10 deal. 

In rapping these terms, Rube 
Shor, Cincinnati theatre operator, 
said: “There may be large grossing 
situations that can gamble on these 
terms, but -there doesn’t exist a 
suburban or smallitown theatre that 
can stand this risk. Some people 
will tell you, ‘it’s only one picture. 
pass it up.’ But the film companies 
should not put us in the position 
of having to pass up any picture. 
Our public is entitled to see the 
better ones as well as the dogs, and 
will insist on this right or else 
abandon the movies altogether.” 


Nat'l Theatres’ 
Net Up in 3d Qtr. 
~ To 2lca Share 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

National Theatres’ net income 
for the 39 weeks ended June 26 
was $1,884,636, or 68c. per share 
on the 2,769,486 shares outstand- 
ing, Charles P. Skouras, prexy, re- 
ported to the stockholders. Earn- 
ings for the 39 weeks this fiscal 
year were approximately the same 
as the $1,874,521 for the same 
period last year. 

Third quarter earnings showed 
an increase over last year, the 13- 





week period hitting $577.586, or | 


21c a share, as compared to $414,- 
992, or 15c. a share, for the same 
period a year ago. Circuit had a 
net profit from the disposition of 
theatres and real estate of $57,000, 
less applicable taxes, in the 39- 
week period. Comparably, in the 
39 weeks last year this total was 
$169,000, with $104,000 in the third 


| quarter alone. 


Circuit kept its net up during 
the 39 weeks; although attendance 
dropped 13.6%. Approximately 
one-third of this decrease was due 
to fewer operating theatres, total 


But Appeal Pends 


New York City’s legal tilt with 
exhibs over the 5% admissions tax 
reached a temporary impasse last 
week after the theatremen scored 
what was considered a moral as 
well as practical victory in their 
battle against the tax. 

The exhibs’ break came when 
Supreme Court Justice Nicholas 
M. Pette granted a temporary in- 
junction which enjoined the city 
from collecting any fraction of a 
cent beyond the stipulated 5°. Ac- 
|cording to theatre attorneys, this 
| breakage amounts to approximately 
| 17% of the total tax. In other 
words, if the levy amounted to 
$100,000, a total of $17,000 would 
| constitute the fractions over and 
| above the 5% limit. 
| Judge Pette signed his order— 
| affecting only the five Queens the- 
| atres involved in the action against 
ithe city and not covering the 
| broader question of the unconsti- 
| tutionality of the new tax law— 
| with the stipulation that it would 
| be stayed if the city filed an appeal 
“with all reasonable expedition” on 
_or before Aug. 11. He also directed 
‘that the case be set down for trial 
| in Queens Supreme Court on Sept. 
| 13, subject to approval from the 
| presiding judge. 

' Complying with this require- 
| ment, city attorneys filed a notice 
of appeal on Friday (6), well be- 
fore the deadline. The appeal from 
| Judge Pette’s order has to be taken 
ito the Appellate Division, Second 
| Department, in Brooklyn. That 
; court doesn’t reconvene until Sep- 
tember. 

| This brings up the possibility of 
Be case going to trial before the 





appeal is heard. Exhibs are plan- 
{ning a cross-appeal against the 
limited scope of Judge Pette’s 
order. 
| The five houses immediately af- 
| fected by the order were the RKO, 
' Flushing; Brandt’s Strand Theatre, 
' Astoria; Loew’s Willard and the 
Century circuit’s Queens and Com- 
munity theatres. Loew’s attorney 
| Thomas Bress last week was dis- 
‘cussing with the city ways and 
'means in which all other exhibs 
could be covered by the order. 

Bress explained that, by paying 
the $250 bond required by Judge 
| Pette of the original plaintiffs, all 
other exhibs could become inter- 
venors in the action and parties 
to it. 

In the full-dress Sept. trial, the 
; entire question of the tax legality, 
' contended by N. Y. exhibs, will be 
‘fought out. Meanwhile, exhibs will 
have to pay the disputed tax, sans 
'fractions over 5°, until a final 
|decision is made. City attorneys 
| are naturally concerned since any 
‘broad tax ruling wou!d undoubted- 
ly raise the question of the legality 
of New York’s 3° sales tax under 
which the city collects the break- 
age. Exhib attorneys expect both 
sides to move for summary judge- 
'ment instead of a trial. 








having dropped by 24 to 359 at June | 


26, 1954. Remainder of the de- 
crease was due principally to the 
advent of television into new terri- 
tories where National Theatres 
operates and to a relative shortage 
of pictures. : 
Skouras’s report calls ‘attention 
to the circuit’s long term invest- 
ments totalling approximately 
$9,000,000, of which $7,750,000 
were made in cash. These invest- 


;ment have been made since NT be- 
|came a separate company in Ses- 


tember of 1952 and do not include 
theatre improvements 
and,maintenance. In round fig- 
ures $5,000,000 has been invested 


|in CinemaScope and stereo sound 


equipment; $1,000,000 in Magna 


, Theatre Corporation; $2,000,000 for 


theatre properties, principally the 


;new Centre in Denver and the Fox 


in Portland; and in the acquisi- 


| tion of minority interests in Pacific 


Northwest subsids. 

NT acquired the 45° minority 
interest in Evergreen circuit in 
Washington and Oregon for ap- 
proximately $900,000, which repre- 
$400,000 in cash ‘and the 


nually over a three-year period. 
Most of NT’s decrease in operat- 
ing theatres occurred in the north- 
west and in Wisconsin, both divi- 
sions of which are now under 
direct supervision of the circuit. 


Winikus’ Staff 
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ly the tremendous progress made 
during the past three years under 
the Arthur Krim-Bob Benjamin- 
Youngstein-Bill Heineman regime. 

Company execs staunchly deny 
that the financial buildup has as 
its purpose the floating of a stock 
issue. It’s objective it’s pointed 
out, is to tell UA’s “modern” story 
to the banks since the company is 
financing fully or partly the indie 
producers under its banner. Before 
the new management team stepped 
in, bank credit was one of UA'’s 
prime headaches, an ailment tne 
Krim & Co. execs have succeeded 
in curing, 


Perhaps the best indication of 
UA's comeback is in its announce- 
ment that it'll handle Robert Bas- 
sler’s “Gentleman Marry’ Bru- 
nettes.” This will be the first 


full-scale and lavish musical under 
UA auspices since the Samuel 
Goldwyn-tuners of the ’30's_ star- 
‘ring Eddie Cantor. 

Roger H. Lewis, UA’s manager 
under Winikus, planed from New 
York to the Coast Monday (9) for 
confabs with indie producers and 
their ad execs on campaign plans 
for upcoming pix set for UA re- 
lease. He'll remain on the Coast 
ifor 10 days. 
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City Fathers Too Brotherly 





Philly Theatres, Hit By City’s 10% Tax, Rap Free 
. Entertainment in Public Places 








Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

Film men here are quietly burn- 
ing over municipal competition in 
the entertainment field and their 
smouldering resentment was not 
dampened any over the weekend 
by the glowing report of the City- 
sponsored Robin Hood Dell, which 
played to a record-breaking attend- 
ance of 410,000 cuffo customers 
during its six-week season in July 
and late June. 

Philadelphia theatres have long 
been saddled with a 10% municipal 
tax, and attempts to lift this im- 
post early this year resulted in a 
hollow .victory for the film men.| 
The City gave them a minor con- 
cession on the breakage, which 
affected children’s tickets mainly. 

The Dell, private baby of Recre- 
ation Commissioner Fredric R. 
Mann, has been run for free the 
last two seasons. Commissioner 
Mann enlisted 750 “Friends of the 
Dell” to chip in $100 each for their 
brace of season tickets, and the 
City matched that with another 
$75,000 and the public was invited. 

Although longhair music and 
concert attractions ordinarily 
wouldn’t seem to be a threat, the 
Dell’s lure for “freebies” can be 
understood by such attendance 
scores as: Victor Borge, 26,500; 
Verdi program, 24,000; Lily Pons, 
23,000; Dorothy Maynor, 22,500; 
Roberta Peters, 21,700, and Yehudi 
Menuhin and Jan Peerce, 18,000 
each. 

The Dell, coupled with the fact 
that the City is operating the 
Playhouse-in-the-Park on a_ tax- 
free basis, lends additional rancor. 
The Park Playhouse is the pet 
project of Park Commissioner 
John B. Kelly, who recently set 
up an enormous and beautiful new 
swimming pool in Fairmount Park, 
as part of the City’s athletic pro- 
gram. Last winter, Comm. Mann 
installed a freeskating rink on the 
plaza opposite City Hall. 

While there is plenty grumbling 
and dissatisfaction, there is little 
open criticism. Heads of the 
chains are reluctant to go out on 
a limb, pronouncements generally 
being made by the homeoffices. 
Allied has been singularly quiescent 
since the battle to remove the 10% 
city tax. 

Jay Emanuel, indie chain oper- 
ator and tradepaper publisher, 
has been one of the few voices 
to protest the civic challenge. 
Emanuel blasted in print what he 
called “Unfair Quaker City Com- 
petition” and said cities where | 
the solons only levy an admission | 
tax were in luck compared to 
Philadelphia “‘where the city seems 
to be making a practice of becom- 
ing competition to the theatres.” 
= 











U’s Italy Demand © 


Continued from page 3 === 


in U’s view, its position in the in- 
dustry has changed to the point 
where it’s now more than ever en- 
titled to the extra licenses. 

U takes the attitude that neither 
it nor the other companies can of- 
ford to ignore the realities of the 
market which has seen U pushing 
rapidly to the top in both terms of 
output and b.o. performance. In 
fact, U toppers argue, the time has 
come for a complete reevaluation 
of .the picture which they see 
clouded by a tenedency to go by 
past performance. 

As U execs view the situation, 
the company now rates fourth in 
terms of gross business done an 
continues to turn out volume pro- 
duction whereas some of the so- 
called majors have dropped far be- 
hind both in terms of releases and 
performance. “Does it make sense 
for us to be penalized when there’ 
are other companies which are al- 
located more permits than they 
have product available?” a U exec 
asked. 

When it comes to a place like 
Japan, where the government has 
allocated licenses to the individual 
companies on the basis of past bill- 
ings in that country, U and others 
fee] that this procedure is unfair 
in that billings are determine’ by 
the number of permits granted. As 
long as the basic lineup isn't 
changed, and permits are given 
out with a view to past allocations, 
the inequities will continue since 
it’s impossible to do with 10 per- 











er, 


Publicists’ Work Boom 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Upsurge in major studio and in- 
die pix production has resulted in 
a rosy employment situation in the 
Publicists Guild, few of the press- 
agents beirig jobless these days. 

Guild, trying to put every one 
of its members to work, is sending 
them letters asking to see which 
are available. They are also asked 
if they want to work in the majors, 
indie field (including tv), radio and 
tv or public relations. 

Guild ‘tells the publicists em- 
ployers are increasingly active in 
using guild office as a hiring cen- 
ter. 


RKO EMPLOYS 1,260 
AS 5 FEATURES ROLL 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Total of 1,260 persons are at 
work on the RKO lot, a new em- 
ployment high for the year. Rea- 
son is that five pictures are in pro- 
duction. 

Films are “The Conqueror,” 
“Americano,” ‘Cattle Queen of 
Montana,” “Passion” and ‘‘Carmen 
Jones.” Latter is not an RKO 
production but is using rented 
stage space. 


Continued from page 5 




















ting “Christmas” into the house 
after “Brigadoon.” Otherwise, the 
first VistaVision production might 
have been sidetracked until later 
than October. 


If “Christmas” preems around 
Oct. 14, this would give the Crosby- 
Kaye musical space to run nine or 
10 weeks since the Hall will bring 
in its Christmas stageshow early 
in December per usual. Some 
Broadway wags were wondering 
this week if “Christmas” would 
run so long that it would become 
the Music Hall’s Christmas pic 
along with the annual Xmas stage- 
show. However, it was plainly in- 
dicated at the Hall that such a 
contingency was not being con- 
sidered. 


Metro’s romance with the Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y., started in 
Oct., 1938 with a one-week run of 
“Young Dr. Kildare,’ has turned 
out to be a long and lucrative mar- 
riage. M-G pictures, which mo- 
nopolized 388 weeks (or seven and 
a half years) of playing- time out 
of a total possibility of 817 weeks, 
have chalked up a combined total 
gross of $46,800,000 in that period. 
By September of this year, a total 
4 - M-G pix will have played the 

all. 


During the past year, covering 
the stanza from Sept., 1953 to 
Sept., 1954, M-G pix will have 
practically occupied the Hall for 
the entire year. With “Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers” cur- 
rently in its third week, Metro, to 
date, has had 10 pix in the Rocke- 
feller showcase during the Sep- 
tember to September period. To 
date, the pix have eccupied 42 
weeks of the Hall’s playing time 
during the year. With “Seven 
Brides” expected to run for three 
or four more weeks: and with 
“Brigadoon” set to follow, the total 


number of weeks will be two or 


three less than a full year. 


It is estimated that the average 


length of each engagement was 
four and a half weeks and the 
average take per 
was $533,267 over the 
period. Seven Metro pix racked up 


over $1,000,000 during the 16-year 


span, with the highest take gcing 
to the “The Great Caruso,” the 
gross being $1,390,940 for a 10- 
week run. The longest engagement 


engagement 
16-year 


Jerry Pickman To Coast 


Jerry Pickman, Paramount pub- 
ad chief, planed from New York 
to the Coast over the weekend for 
confabs with studio officials on up- 
coming product. He conferred with 
execs Y. Frank Freeman and Don 
Hartman and studio publicity chief 
Teet Carle. 

Discussions will center on pub- 
ad plans for “White Christmas,” 
Par’s first VistaVision film, ‘The 
Bridge at Toko-Ri,” and “The 
Country Girl,” all of which will be 
screened during Pickman’s visit. 
Pickman will remain on the Coast 
for the preem of Alfred Hitch- 
cock’s “Rear Window” today 
(Wed.) and then returns to Goth- 
am, stopping en route at several 
of Par’s branch offices. 


Show Stocks Hold 
In Last Wk.'s Dip 


By MIKE WEAR 


Despite a big crackup in Wall 
Street last Friday (6), which saw 
some stocks falling two to five 
points, motion picture and film 
theatre issues managed to hold sur- 
prisingly firm. In fact, amusement 
stocks managed to hang up 10 new 
year highs earlier in the week, 
with few shares showing any losses 
on the week and 13 displaying 
gains. Even those with small frac- 
tional losses for the most part held 
near the best 1954 levels. Cutting 
the Chrysler divvy in half was 
blamed for most of  Friday’s 
selling. Market came back briskly 
yesterday (Tues.). 


Biggest gain in the past week 
was registered by General Pre- 
cision Equipment which soared 614 
points for the five-day session and 
a new high. GPE common also 
made a new high at 487 for an ad- 
vance of 25g. Columbia Pix made 
the greatest advance of any film 
issue, showing a net gain of 158 for 
the week after soaring to a new 
peak of 28. 


ABC-Paramount issues both went 
into new high ground for this year, 
former showing nearly a full 
point’s gain at 1834. The pre- 
ferred was unchanged on the week 
just an eighth away from the new 
peak of 184¢@c. Fhe advances were 
attributable to continued buying 
by strong groups. The Columbia 
Pix climb, of course, stemmed from 
realization that the film company 
had another winner in “On the 
Waterfront.” 


Improved earnings by National. 
Theatres apparently had been dis- 
counted upwards in advance be- 
cause the stock merely equalled its 
old high of 84%. Technicolor ac- 
tion on the tape was rated good 
although it just held around 13, 
same price as in the past week or 
so. 

Universal issues aiso hit new 
highs for ’54, the common going 
| to 2458 while the preferred soared 
a point to a 7234. This activity 
seemingly stems from the fact that 
the company earnings continue 
very big and that the management 
is gradually reducing the amount 
of preferred outstanding. Para- 
mount Pix was unchanged near 
the old high on news that “White 
Christmas” was set to follow 
“Brigadoon” into the N. Y. Music 
Hall. 

20th-Fox soared to a new peak 
of 23%, and showed a gain of bet- 
ter than a point on the week. This 
bullishness apparently reflects the 
trend towards more general ac- 
ceptance of CinemaScope, and the 
fact that it now can be used in 
more bigger theatres. WB also 
went into new high ground for the 
year at 18% to close the week 
with half-a-point gain. 

Decca again registered a new 
high, this time at 1212 and a frac- 
tional plus sign on the five-day ses- 
sion. Stanley Warner, selling ex- 
dividend, did remarkably well, 
gaining three-quarters of a point 
| to wind near the year’s high. The 














was achieved by “Random Har-| fact the second “Cinerama” pro- 


vest,” which ran for 11 weeks for 
a $1,093,519 take. 

The over-a-million circle also in- 
cluded “Ivanhoe” 


eight weeks), “Show Boat” 


($1,255,069 for | 


| duction, sneaked for magazine crix, 
| was favorably received was re- 
| garded as bullish for the shares. 

Few of the radio shares, with the 


($1,-| exception of Zenith, did much on 
158,052 for eight weeks), “Valley | the upside. 


However, Zenith was 


of Decision” ($1,093,510 for nine; 4n outstanding performer on sev- 


weeks), “The Band Wagon” 


030,237 for seven weeks), and 


($1,-| 


eral days, winding up the week 
, with a net advance of 4%. Radio 


“Mrs. Miniver” ($1,006,252 for 10 Corp. of America common actually 
weeks). Three pictures scored over | lost fractionally while CBS “A” 


$900,600, 10 over $800,000, 





mits what someone else is doing 
with 20, the argument runs. 


over $700,000, and nine 


? . 


six | shares 
over | 6242 with the Class B stock off 


remained unchanged at 


half a point, 


Amusement Stock Quotations — 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange) 
For Week Ending Tuesday (10) . j 


Net 
1954 Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
High Low in 100s High Low Close for week 
20% 14% Am Br-Par Th1015 20% 18% 20° +1% 
71 4154 CBS, “A” ... 20 6436 6214 po —1% 
6914 41% CBS, “B”... 7 63% 611%4 /a, +144 
2814 193% Col. Pic. . 1909. 28% 264% 2842 +214 
12% 9% Decea....... 747 12% 11% 12%. 4% 
63% 4634 Eastman Kdk. 171 611% 5914 60 — % 
16% 13% Loew’s...... 543 16% 16 16% *+ % 
84% 6% Nat. Thea. .. 369 8% 7% 8% + % 
34% 26% Paramount .. 187 34% 2 347% +2% 
37142 28 Philco ..... . 107 373% 35% 3534 —1% 
3434 22% RCA........ 673 33% 334% —%% 
7 2% RKO Picts. .. 154 6% 6144 614 —% 
84% 4% RKO Thea... 156 8 1% Pac — % 
5% 3 Republic .... 159 5% 434 Sig. + 3% 
123%, 10% Rep., pfd..... 17 12% 11% b+ Fa 
183% 11% Stanley War. .1036 1838 15% 184% +2144 
2434. 1834 20th-Fox .... 507 243% 22% 241% +21% 
24%, 181% Univ. Pix.... 44 2512 23% 2358 +1% 
18% 1354 Warner Bros. 162 18% 17% 18% + %& 
77% 63% Zenith ..... . 187 171% 71 76% +5% 
American Stock Exchange 
6 354 Allied Artists 175 414 4% 414 + % 
14% 9% Du Mont.... 217 14% 12% 13% —1l 
144% 11% Technicolor.. 363 13% 12% 133% + \% 
33% 2% Trans-Lux 3 3% 3% 3% — 
Over-the-Counter Securities . 
Bid Ask 
Aled Astiolt, wfG.... 60. cfRRO. a 958 10 + % 
Capital Meoerds 0 2. 0. Se Sa has 914 1014 —% 
Chesapeake Industries ................. ee 344 _— 
COP AO BINs >. cs cto Hee nee seh eee ne eae 1% 2% _— 
CR IG, 2 io 5 ha wins 3 aes 25% 3 — 
WR NON es ES. eee eR © een 1% 1% — 
DUNNO 6.35.08. 00 500k 43 45 +5%4 
UW. is TROAES oe. is Si eas eee 10% 12 — 
WOK: DIMMEY ose ee oe ew eee 11% 12% + % 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 





Mpls. Boothmen Demand Overtime Pay : 





Allied Protests—Also Hits Par’s ‘Sneak Previews’ In 
Minneapolis and Print Shortage 





Decca Buy of U Shares 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
Decca Records, which controls 
Universal Pictures, added 45,589 


shares of U common last June, via 
an exchange for shares of Decca 
common. This brought the _plat- 
ter company holdings in Universal 
to 718,585 shares, according to the 
latest monthly report on “insider” 
stock transactions issued by the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. 

Report also has Albert A. Garth- 
waite, director of Universal cor- 
poration swapping his last 1,000 
shares of U for Decca _ stock. 
Samuel Yamin, a Decca officer, ac- 
quired 675 shares of Decca in ex- 
change for U stock. Yamin wound 
up with a total of 915 shares of 
Decca. 


Report also shows that Jack 
Warner added 2,800 shares of WB 
common, and now has 277,699, plus 
13,400 in a trust account. Barney 
Balaban disposed of 1,000 shares 
of Paramount Pix common; he still 
has 23,500. Elmer C. Rhoden added 
1,000 shares of National Theatres 
common. He owns 20,300 in his 
own name and an addtional 10,225 
in holding companies. 


~~ — 
_ — 


Continued from page 3 jew 


Rep. Donald L. Jackson (R., Cal.). 
told the House of Representatives 
last week. 


“Salt” shared the Grand Prize 
at the festival with the Soviet fea- 
ture “Faithful Friends,” with an 
announcement of the competition 
carried in detail in the “Daily 
People’s World,” Communist daily 
published in California. 


Jackson, one of those who previ- 
ously attacked “Salt” as Red propa- 
ganda, told the House: 

“Soviet and satellite film honors 
are not being paid these days to 
any production which does not 
further enhance and glorify the 
Soviet system . . It is assumed 
that Rosaura Revueltas, the Mexi- 
can actress who created such a 
furore when her deportation from 
the United States was ordered, no 
doubt had an enjoyable and pro- 
ductive visit in the Kremlin. Her 
protestations of innocence with re- 
spect to the Communist conspiracy 
can now be evaluated for what 

















they were worth at the time they 
were uttered,” 





Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 

At meeting here of North Cen- 
tral Allied, Twin Cities’ independ- 
ent exhibitors went on warpath 
against projectionists’ demands for 
15 minutes additional time when 
ordinary shorts and newsreels are 
shown with C’Scope pictures. 


They also took up cudgels against 
United Paramount Theatres for its 
Radio City Theatre’s Friday night 
“sneak showing” of big pictures in 
addition to regular feature. 


Print shortage and percentage 
demands came under fire, too. 

S. D. Kane, executive counsel, 
was directed to send protests to 
Projectionist’s Union, alleging pres- 
ent contract is being violated by 
operators’ refusal to service non- 
C’Scope shorts without extra pay, 
and (2) to Harry B. French, of 
United Paramount. ‘Latter will 
point out that frequently two big 
C’Scope pictures are shown on 
same Friday night program at sin- 
gle admission and this amounts to 
double feature. 


Kane also was directed to devise 
ways and means to “compel” film 
companies to supply sufficient 
prints and to sell pictures on live- 
and-let-live basis. Bennie Berger, 
NCA president, denounced print 
shortage as inexcusable and 
charged it’s robbing exhibitors of 
their clearance and protection and 
“establishing unlawful clearance.” 

Assailing current “outlandish” 
percentage deals, Berger claimed 
that to compel $500 to $900 per 
week grossing theatre to pay 40 
to 50% for pictures is tantamount 
to putting it out of business. 





MAKELIM REPORTS ‘OFFER’ 


But He Sticks to His Exhib-Backed 
Productions 





Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Hal R. Makelim, author of the 
Makelim Plan to provide product 
for independent theatres, said he 
had been made a huge offer to call 
it off. Although he refused t? 
identify the offerer, he declared it 
was a “group in combination wit 
a major studio.” The deal, he add- 
ed, called for him to receive 4 
“fabulous figure” for working at 
this studio, which would take over 
all the properties on his program. 
He turned it down, he declared, 
because he was interested only !9 
carrying out contracts made with 
exhibitors. Such pacts, he said, 
number more than 2,100. 
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‘**Brigadoon’ 
I love you!”’ 
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“I started it!’’ 
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“My favorite award {’" 


“Tama 
Brummell!’’ 



















(I "Good pictures result from 
‘(} team-work. I’m proud of 
our team at M-G-M.” 

, —Dore Schary 








I was so proud of that article in Film Daily last week under the headline: “TOP 
RESULTS FOR THREE NEW M-G-M ATTRACTIONS.” To quote the article: 
‘‘Leading the trio is ‘SEVEN BRIDES FOR SEVEN BROTHERS’ which established 
a new 211% year record in its first week at Radio City Music Hall. ‘VALLEY OF THE 
KINGS’ in its first 23 engagements is outstanding and ‘HER TWELVE MEN’ in its 
world premiere week in Lincoln, Nebraska, finished with a gross greater than any 
previous attraction except those at advanced prices.” 


Wish you could have seen our Sales Execs doing hooplas in the projection room at 
1540 Broadway last week when ‘““BRIGADOON?” was screened for the first time at the 
Home Office. Better than the famed stage hit was the exultant unanimous opinion. 
Predictions are that this spectacular musical will be an Academy Award contender, 
which means that the star, the producer and the director of “An American In Paris” 
have done it again! Pe 


Probably the most extensive and most original promotion campaign of years is under 
way for M-G-M’s superb production of “BEAU BRUMMELL.” The little figure shown 
to the left will be the Oscar of the well-dressed man, the award in national contests. 
Just part of the ballyhoo that will tell the world about the magnificent drama whose 
fame, based on enthusiastic Previews, East and West precedes it. 


* 


A little bird whispered it! The grapevine is carrying it across the nation. The biggest 
Christmas gift the screen will offer this year is a brilliant musical extravaganza telling 
the story and singing the songs of Sigmund Romberg, It’s ‘““DEEP IN MY HEART” 
and production. has just finished. Those who have seen it forecast it’s the Biggest yet 
in the tradition of the Ziegfeldian-type musicals. 


* 


In M. P. Exhibitor Magazine’s Laurel Award Poll, M-G-M again for the 6th straight 
year has won the industry’s top honor. M-G-M has been voted again: “THE 
COMPANY THAT GIVES EXHIBITORS THE FAIREST TREATMENT!” 


05. Wadeh for more of My Intimate Diary’ 


my + . 
paw” ‘.' J = 
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Kids 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Commercial theatres are not the 
top film purveyors: in the country. 
Industry and schools place first 
and second respectively above en- 
tertainment pictures. 
This morsel is the result of a 


survey conducted by National Au- 
dio Visual Assn. and unwrapped at 


its ninth annual convention held at | 


the Conrad Hilton Hotel here last 
week. 

Survey points up that the aver- 
age elementary school pupil sees 


more films in schoel today than | 


Seeing More School Films Than 
Theatrical—Audio Visual Assn 





SEAMS STRAIGHT, TENSHUN 





Usherettes at Fox, Denver, Proc- 
essed For Sparkle 





Denver, ‘Aug. 10. 


“Feminine” usherettes, that type 
that floats down the aisle like a 
model showing a dress, constitute 
a new look at the Fox Theatres 
; here. 

On'‘the theory that the customers 
are tired of being marched to their 
seats by a hip-swinging, gum-chew- | 














New Dough Boys 


=u Continued from page 3 





of the tieup, outright plugs for the 


® film will appear on a total of 80,- 


000,000 Nabisco packages over a 


' four month period. The tieup is for 


the Hansel and. Gretel imprint to 
go on all packages of Snowflake, 
Ritz and Nabisco Graham crackers 
—the firm’s three largest sellers. 


What Price? : 


Advertising circles have long 
speculated as to the promotional 
value of the space on these pack- 
ages. It’s said that Nabisco once 
turned down an offer of $2,500,000 
from a non-competitive product, 
for space on just one of the types 
of cookies for a one year period. 

In addition, a deal will be for- 
mally signed this week with the 


he does in a local theatre, and he| ing gal with a careless flashlight,| Independent Grocers Assn. (IGA) 


> e, 

Inside Stuff—Pictures 

An arbitration committee in Paris has upheld Emmet Lavery’s claim 
of prior rights to Baroness Gertrude von le Fort’s novel, “Song at the 
Scaffold.” Dispute over title to the play stemmed from the 1952-53 
Paris run of “Dialogues des Carmelites,” based on the Baroness’ novel. 
The playwright-screenwriter charged that a contract signed with the 
novelist in 1949 gave him rights to the work. Arbitration group also 
ruled that the owners of “Dialogues” must pay Lavery damages for 
invasion of his’ rights, plus ¢osts of the arbitration. Lavery will plane 
to Paris early in September to complete arrangements for European 
productions of his and the Baroness’ dramatization. Rights to the 
property were acquired by Lavery following the death of George 
Bernanos, who had been working on an authorized screenplay. Sub- 
sequently, friends of Bernanos prepared the legit version, which was 
a hit in Paris. Play credited the book as source material. . 





With Allied Artists now accenting quality product, prexy Steve 
Broidy ‘told stockholders this week that when these higher hudget 
pictures move into the market the company’s operations should show an 
improvement. He also stressed that proceeds from the recent sale of 
150,000 shares of preferred stock “strengthened our financial posi- 
tion greatly, making it possible for us to proceed with our major 


sees six times as many educational | the circuit has entrusted all 60 of | 
films today as did the towhead who| its usherettes to a local charm | 
enicred school in 1940. The college | school. 
student sees 10 times as many. Of Program, which has garnered | 
course, most of these films are} plenty of publicity in the local | 
shown on 16m projectors. shec§s, is the branchild of Paul | 
Den White, executive v. p. of | Lyday, the chain’s ad-pub director, | 
NAVA, called the growth of the| who says the whole thing could 
audio visual field “phenomenal” | lead to a new approach to usherette 
and said that schools now account | training nationally. At any rate, he 
for 109.000 of the 450,000 sound reports, his girls are only half-way | 
projectors being used in this coun- | throuch the course and the im-| 
try. Chicago public schools alone | provement is already obvious. 
have 1,100 picture projectors and Among other’ things they’re | 
a library of 18,060 educational | taught posture, poise, hair-styling, | 
films. In 1940 the library stocked | personal grooming, etc. And Lyday | 
3.000 pix. Cost for the film, per) says it’s quite possible that this | 
student per semester was quoted | free education may be extended to 
by White at less than $1 per tax- | speech and conversation tech- 
payer. niques. It’s all part of a plan for 
improved customer relations. 
Exhibs so far have done a lot of 
talking about the need for a new 


FILM LOT WORKERS | type of theatre staff but few have; 
WKLY. AVERAGE $130) tsa! series'or training reels was 





tying in the 5,500 member stores 
in a wholesale promotional scheme 
that will give the picture a satura- 
tion advertising campaign. Gro- 
cers’ outfit 


2,185 newspapers. The picture will 
get either the top third or top 
quarter of each ad for a stipulated 
period and will, in addition, get 
a hefty plug in the Christmas bul- 
letin which has a circulation of 


, more than 3,000,000. 


“We believe in selling the pic- 
ture long before it opens,” Myer- 
berg points out. “Consequently we 


want to make as many tieups as | 


we canebefore the picture goes out 
so that we achieve as much sat- 


' uration as is possible.” 


uses 1,600 pages of, 
newspaper advertising weekly in| 


picture program.” In line with Broidy’s optimistic note; a Coast 
financial service predicts rosy fiscal prospects for AA which was known 
as Monogram Pictures prior to: December, 1953. Walker’s Weekly 
Newsletter, published in San Francisco by Walker’s Manual Inc., notes 
that gross. income for AA’s 53-week fiscal year ended July 3, 1954 is 
estimated in excess of $11,000.000. This would exceed the company’s 
| previous alltime high of $10,178,000 reached in 1949. 





The main projection room in the N.Y. Music Hall; seating 90, has 
| been enlarged and a much larger screen installed so that CinemaScope 
| pictures may be shown with perfect sound and projection. New and 
| much wider screen is 21-feet wide, extending from wall to wall in 
| the small room. Cost $12,000. 

| Hall has just completed overall $32,000 refurbishing job, bulk of 
| expenditure being concentrated on the grand foyer with its 5-story 


} 


' ceiling. Lengthy drapes which stretch nearly five stories high were 





{replaced and new gold leaf added to ceiling, costing »ver $190,000. 
| Other details included redecorating, additional carpeting and a fresh 


| paint job for the huge theatre’s interior. 
| 





Between the Nabisco and IGA} 


deals, “Hansel and Gretel” will | Officials of both RKO Theatres and Warner Bros. bought additional 
achieve great impact but “Myer-| shares in their corporations last month, according to reports on owner- 
berg believes that a pending ar-| ship filed with the SEC. Sol A. Schwartz, president, and a director 
rangement for “opening perform- | of RKO Theatres, bought 5,000 shares of common on July 14, bringing 
ance parties” will actually give the | his total holdings to 10,000 shares. Albert Warner, treasurer as well 


“ ; P “ | proposed last year to the Theatre 
acramento, Aug. a 


Workers on the film lots collect- 
ed wages averaging $130.38 pér 
week during the month of June, 
according to the California Labor 
Statistics Bulletin. This is far 
more than May’s $124.33 and still 
more than the average of $118.19 
for June 1953. 

Average weekly working hours 
for June were 43.2 at $3.02 an 
hour, compared with 41.6 hours at 
$2.99 in May. 


== 








Fight Terms Up 


=e 2~COnt'nued from page 3 





against a $1.40 per seat so.d or 
50c agains: a $1.30, were offered to 


|/Owners of America convention. 


; One subject on courtesy was _ pro- | 
|duced but its reception was so} 


lukewarm, plans for 
films were dropped. 


| additional 








Europe’s ‘Me Too’ 


| mes Continued from page 5 





this year has been comparatively 
small even though films 
i “Seven Deadly Sins,” “La Ronde,” 
,ete. have made money. 
,other hand. imports like “Forbid- 
|den Games,” for instance, which 
igot critical raves, flopped badly. 
| Impression is that the Europeans, 
j}and particularly the French, may 
be holding back some of their bet- 
ter films in expectation of a pos- 


On the! 


{IGA mermber. 


' film the greatest point of sale pro- 


motion ever recorded. Plan is to 
have a soft-drink firm tie in with 
the ‘matinee performance which 
will launch the picture in each city, 
and serve the soft drink and the 
cookies in a tieup with the local 
Additional tieups 


| will be worked out with toy stores 
, and dress stores who will be han- 
| diing the products of some of the 


like | 


| 





sible American office to promote 
their imports. In Britain, the cur 
rent British Lion situation has 
| temporarily tied up some good pic- 


overcome possible exhibitor oppo- | 
sition to the compctition of radio. 
For this fight, radio was so.d sapa- 
rately for the first time. ini CO 
ously it was part of the closed-cir- | Ze ; 
cuit package and served as pro-| W hatever the reason, as Ameri- 
tection for theatres since it was not ,|¢@N industryites see it, the num- 
exercised. i ber of potential b.o. imports has 
: : sharply declined in recent months 
meetin between ie : a : , 

OP yearn saree ‘creating booking dififculties among 
proved that radio did not dent the | ~, yee oo gene a erbigie 
theatre b.o., the event chalking up} eae” £ na om ‘ - ag 4 Id | 
the biggest gross (an estimated || acadr date hoa OF th 
$450,000) vet for a theatre tv event. ae bids e 
In addition, reports from the field | z os . , 
indicated that the admission prices | en ee oe B ines i 
charged by the various theatres | to ctions have ln ~lbes 
were the highest ever charged for | il Lo gs > scala f line | 
a theatre tv fight. Taking these | 2). Te#s8on and are way out of line | 
factors into consideration it’s an- | CoMSidering the actual potential of 


pent “ |the market. Not even the high | 
ticipated that TNT may seek an’ yortality rate among the import- | 


upward revision in its terms for | ing outfits can convince the for- 
this time out. |eign producers that a smash for- 
As per the previous telecast,|eign hit in the U. S. is a freak | 


New York and New England will| rather than a daily occurrence. 
be blacked out. The fight will|, Importers comment that adding 
originate from Yankee Stadium, to this mistaken impression is the 
N. Y. TNT shelled out $125,000 notion that a foreign film which is 
for the closed-circuit rights. 'a big hit in Europe automatically | 
‘has the earmarks of a sock money- | 
= ;maker in this country. Among the 
Reissue Shorts ‘examples cited to upset this no- 
}tion is “The Little World of Don ' 
Continued from page 3 ame Camillo” which took the Continent 
26 two-reelers, 12 are reissues. Fif-| PY storm but failed to make a dent 


teen of the cartoons and 14 other | in the American maruet. 


one-reelers are reprints. UPA, | 
however, will deliver 12 new car- | 
teons, including a new “Gerald | 
McBoing Boing” in addition to the 
C’Scope “McGoo.” 

In addition to two men serials— | polous, will feature among other | 
“Riding With Buffalo Bill” and | thing a concert version of Act 1' 
“Outlaws of the Desert,” the com- of Wagner's “Die Walkure,” featur- | 
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Philharmonic Test — 








Continued from page 3 








licensees of “Hansel and Gretel” | 


merchandise. 
24 Licensees Set 
Myerberg’s outfit already has 24 
licensees turning out in excess of 
60 products including dolls, pup- 
pets, candy, clothing and, of course, 
a gingerbread dolihouse. The mer- 


|chandising saturation has already 


outstripped any of the pic or tele- 
vision merchandising setups in the 
field except for Walt Disney and 


/is running, although less than a 


year old, a close second to the Dis- 
ney enterprises. 

Still in the works are deals for 
premium items to bear the fairy- 
tale character imprints on such di- 
verse items as_ glass, tumblers, 


| straws, cutouts, balloons and rub- 


ber goods. 

Latest promotional tieup to be 
received is the approval of Parents 
Magazine which will designate the 
picture as the “film of the month” 
for October. That, as Myerberg 


| jubilantly explains, means a mini- 


mum of 300,000 posters at PTA 
headquarters and in schools around 
the country. 

It’s the Nabisco deal that delights 
Myerberg most, partly because it 
indicates the start of a new era in 
film promotion and partly because 
of the ease with which the pene- 
tration will be achieved. 

“They've got 3.500 field men,” 
he exults, “and they'll be selling 
our picture every time they sell 
their product. And all we have to 
do is deliver the picture on time.” 











Distribs on Tax 


=== Continued from page 7 





tribution costs are tremendous. 
Just imagine if one of these $2.,- 
000,000 or $3,000,000 picture flops. 
How does he get his money back? 

He pointed out that it’s axiomatic 
that business is better if the quali- 
ty of the picture is better. ‘No- 


‘body loses money on a good pic-| 


ture,” he said 
tor prefer to pa 
that doesn’t dra 


“Would the exhibi- 
y 10% on a picture 
w business or 50% 


|as veepee and a director of WB, purchased 500 shares of common 
| July 27, increasing his total holdings to 160,000 shares. He also was 
| credited with buying 4.000 shares for a trust in which he is a bene- 
| ficiary, making 24,000 common in this trust. 





Value of personal appearances by film players in advance of a pic- 
ture was re-emphasized last week by Jack Belasco, manager of the 
| Essaness Woods Theatre, Chicago, where “Susan Slept Here” is due 
to open this week. Belasco was referring specifically to the advance 
job done by vet character actor Horace McMahon, who made appear- 
ances—and several repeats—on radio stations and tv networks locally. 
| Resulting anticipation for “Susan,” Belasco feels, is sure to ring im- 
| pressively at the tills. When he was not broadcasting, McMahon 
milled in the Woods Theatre lobby dispensing autographs. 





Declaring that new and improved filming, projection and sound 
techniques and better pictures than ever. will avail theatres nothing 
unless noisy juvenile patrons are curbed, St. Paul Pioneer Press- 
Dispatch film editor Bill Diehl has called upon exhibitors to follow 
the lead of the producers who have greatly increased the medium’s 
boxoffice appeal. Gotta put kibosh on chattering, giggling groups that 
spoil pictures’ enjoyment for adult customers and drive them away. 








Fifteenth Anniversary Jubilee preem of “Gone With the Wind” 
| Tuesday (10) was attended by 15 men and women who helped make 
the picture. Present at the Egyptian theatre in Hollywood were David 
| O. Selznick, Clark Gable, Ann Rutherford, Cammie King, Max Steiner, 
| William Cameron Menzies, Ray Rannahan, Lyle Wheeler, Walter 
| Plunkett, Hal C. Kern, James Newcom, Barbara Kean, Raymond Klune, 
Eric C. Stacey and Lou Forbes. 


. 





W. R. Frank, now 61, revealed in a Minneapolis newspaper inter- 
v-ew recently that in order to complete his latest motion picture fea- 
| ture, “Sitting Bull” (shot in Mexico) he had«to borrow moncy from 
| his 80-year-old mother. Frank has been an intermittent producer of 
films “on the side.”” His main stake in industry being a chain of 14 
film houses. These stem back to an original investment of $800, 
half of it borrowed. 





Annabelle M. Sterling, angel for a picture called “The World 
Dances,” filed suit in Los Angeles Superior Court against Folk Dance 
| Festivals, Inc., and Festival Pictures. Inc., demanding foreclosure of 
a chattel mortgage on the film. Complaint says she advanced $10,000 


| to make the picture, originally titled ‘Folk Dance Festival,” and got 
nothing back. , 





San Antonio Chamber of Commerce is building a file of ranches in 
Vicinity suitable for film “locations.” Apparently quite a number of 
| Inquiries come from Hollywood studio sources, a recent one wanting a 


/ranch that was also handy to a large urban center and a Mexican set- 
tlement. That fit San Antonio. 





About 1,000 feet of negative involving an interview with Premier 
Mendes-France was lost in the Air France crash in Connecticut ast 


| week. The film was scheduled for the NBC-TV “Background” show 
of Monday (16), 








Kudos for the film “Gone With the Wind” rang on the Senate floor 
when Senator Thomas H. Kuchel (R., Cal.) marked the 15th anni- 


versary of preem of the epic with a speech on the “remarkable history 
| of its continued popularity.” 





, trating on fewer but bigger pic- 


,tures. Nobody is squandering 
| money. The bigger the picture, the 


pany will reissue the “Black Ar-|ing Asirid Varnay, Ramon Vinay,'on one that brings business into! bigger the costs.” 


row” and “The Sea Hound” cliff-| and Lobomir Vichegonov. 
hangers. Also included in the Final signing up of the Philhar- 


shorts program are Screen Snap-| monic and the soloists involved dios no longer can afford to make | 


shots, now in its 34th season, and | agreements with the American 
World of Sports, narrated by Bill| Federation of Musicians and the. 
Stern. The two-reelers are all | Americ2n Guild of Musical Artists. | 
comedies, featuring the Three | The conductor and the soloists will | 
Stooges, Andy Clyde, Wally Ver-| receive $1,000 extra each for the | 
non. Eddie Quillan and Joe performance and the musicians 
Besser. } $38.50 each. 


his theatre.” 
He stressed that the major stu- 


small pictures. “No studio is de- 
liberately cutting down on the 
number of pictures it makes each 
year. It's just a question of sound 
business. We found that smal! pic- 


tures were not profitable so we 


jeliminated them and are concen-, 


| Another factor that must be 


taken in consideration, he said, is 
that not all costly pictures are hits. 
“The good pictures must recoup 
| the losses of the bad ones. If they 
don't, the ftlm company will end 
up behind the eight ball.” 

In summing up the producer- 
distributor viewpoint, he made 
these observations: costs are higher 





than ever and all possible econ- 
omies are being studied, the com- 
petition among the companies for 
“big merchandi: >” is keener than 
ever, the majority of exhibitors are 
making profits even at terms of 
50%. “There are some situations 
that couldn’t make money even if 
you gave them the film for noth- 
ing.”), the. present market re- 
quires big pictures, a factor that 
will see the majors producing 
fewer pictures and eliminating the 
small budget entries. 
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HOLDOVER! NEW YORK, Mayfair Theatre 

HOLDOVER! LOS ANGELES, Fox-Wilshire 

HOLDOVER! CLEVELAND, Loew's State 

HOLDOVER! DENVER, Paramount 

HOLDOVER! KANSAS CITY, Loew’s Midland 

HOLDOVER! WASHINGTON, D.C., Loew's Palace 

HOLDOVER! CHICAGO, Roosevelt ; 
HOLDOVER! BOSTON, Loew’s State & Penn 

HOLDOVER! NEW ORLEANS, Loew’s State 
HOLDOVER! PITTSBURGH, Loew’s Penn 

HOLDOVER! DETROIT, Palms 

HOLDOVER! DAYTON, Loew's 

HOLDOVER! FRISCO, United Artists 


AND IN PHILLY (MASTBAUM) — 
BOXOFFICE HISTORY WAS MADE! 
GREATEST OPENING DAY GROSS EVER 
TURNED IN BY ANY PICTURE IN 

ANY THEATRE IN THE CITY! 
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BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 8) 


wk). Fairish $7,500 after $10,000 
for second. 

Little (Rappaport) (310; 50-$1)— 
“Decameron Nights” (UA). Opens 
tomorrow (Wed.) after ‘“Heidi’ 
(UA) drew okay $3,000. 

Mapfair (Hicks) (980; 25-44-70)— 
“Francis Joins Wacs’” (U). Starts 
tomorrow (Wed.) after “Outcast” 
(Rep) hit mild $2,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 35-80)-—— 
“Her Twelve Men” (M-G). 
tomorrow (Wed.) after ‘‘Demetrius 
And Gladiators” (20th) got slim 
$5,500 in fifth round. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (420; 50- 
$1) — “Man With Million” (UA) 
(4th wk). Brisk $4,500 after $4,800 
in third. 

Stanley (WB) (3,200; 30-$1) — 
“King Richard And Crusaders” 
(WB). Big $14,000 or near. Last 
week, “Dead End” (WB) and “West- 
erner” (WB) (reissues), $8,000. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-$1) 
—‘“Broken Lance” (20th). Torrid 
$18,000. Last’ week, “Champagne 
Safari” (UA) and “Silver Lode” 
(RKO), $5,500. 


‘Carnival’. Boffo 23G, 
Mont’l; ‘Heidi’ $10,000 


Montreal, Aug. 10. 

Best bet here currently is ‘“Car- 
nival Story,” which looks socko at 
Loew's. “Coins in Fountain” is 
right behind it with great takings 
in third stanza at Palace. With new 
C’Scope policy, “Night People” 
looms sclid at Imperial. ‘‘Heidi” is 
big at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (C.T.) (2.625; 60-$1)—‘3 
Coins in Fountain” (20th) (2d wk). 





Fast $20,000 following $30,000 
opener. 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 45-75)— 


“Valley of Kings” (M-G). Good 
$15,000. Last week, “Indiscretions 
of American Wife” (Col), $14,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 40-65)— 
“Prisoner of War” (M-G). Fair $10.- 
000. Last week. “Silver Lode” 
(RKO) so-so $9,000. 


Loew's (C.T.) (2,847; 50-85)— 


Starts | ert 


| wk). 


‘Brides’ Buxom $13,500, 
Port.; ‘Garden’ Big 136 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 10. 
Best showing this session is be- 
ing made by “7 Brides For 7 Broth- 
ers,” which is socko at the Broad- 


way. “Garden of Evil” likewise 
looks lusty at the Orpheum. “Knock 
On Wood” still is big in second 
week at Paramount. while “Ring 
of Fear” is rated good at the Lib- 


y. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 90- 
$1.25)—“7 Brides For 7 Brothers” 


(M-G). Sock $13,500. Last week, 
“Magnificent Obsession™ (U) (2d 
wk), $8,900. 


Guild (Indie) (400; $1)—‘“Adven- 
tures Robinson Crusoe” (UA). So- 
so $2,500. Last week, ‘“‘Tanga-Tika” 
(Indie), $2,100. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1.875; 90- 
$1.25)—“‘Ring of Fear’ (WB) and 
“Riding Shotgun” (WB) (2d wk). 
Good $6,500. Last week, $10,000. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; $1- 
$1.25)—“High and Mighty” (WB) 
(4th wk). Okay $3,000. Last week, 
“Demetrius and Gladiators” (20th) 
(6th wk), $1,600. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.25)—“Garden of Evil’ (20th). 
Lusty $13,000. Last week, ‘High 
and Mighty” (WB) (3d wk), $6,300. 

Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 90- 
$1.25)\—“Knock On Wood” (Par) 
and “Missing Passenger” (Par) (2d 
wk). Big $9,000. Last week, $13,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 90- 
$1.25)\—“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (6th 
Steady $7,000. Last week, 
ditto. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 9) 
or near. Last week “Garden of 
Evil” (20th), $13,500. Oke $15,000. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2.656—65-90) 
“Valley of Kings’ ‘(M-G). Last 
week, “Student Prince’ (M-G) (3d 
wk), $12,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2.646: 65-90)— 
“About Mrs. Leslie’ (Par) 
“Man of Conflict” (Indie). Fair 
$14,000 in 9 days. Not holding. Last 
week, “Living It Up” (Par) and 








“Carnival Story” ‘(RKO). Sock 
$23,000. Last week, “Knock on 
Wood” (Par) ‘th wk), $15.000. 

Imperial (‘C.T.) (1.789: 34-60)— 
“Night People” (20th) and ‘“Prin- 
cess of Nile’ (20th). Solid with 
new C’Scope policy at $10,000. Last 
week, “Iron Glove” (Col) and “Paris 
Model” (Col), $7,000. 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 40-65)— 


“WYeidi” (UA) and “White Mane” 
(UA). Big $10.000. Last week, 
“‘Walking Dead” (Indie) and “Beast 
With Five Fingers” (Indie). $6,000. 


BUFFALO 


(Continued from gage 8) 
“Witness to Murder” (M-G) and 
“Prisoner of War” ‘(M-G}, $13,200. 

Paramount ‘Par) (3.000; 50-80)— 
“Living It Up” ‘Par) and “Dragon- 
fiy Squadron” (AA) (3d wk). Trim 
$13,000 in 9 days. Last week, $15.,- 
500. 

Center (Par) (2.000: 
“King Richard and Crusaders” 
(WB). Sturdy $12,000 or over. Last 
week, “Ring of Fear’ (WB), $10,- 
000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.000; 60-$1.00) 
“Magnificient Obsession” (U) (3d 





wk). Fancy $11,000. Last week, | Fine $4,500 after $5,500 last week. | 


$15,000. 
Century (‘Buhawk) (3,000; 50-80) 
—‘‘Susan Slept Here” (RKO) and 





“Silver Lode” (RKO) (2d wki. 
Good $10,500. Last week, $15,000. 
DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 
“High and Mighty” (WB) (3d wk). 
Fine $15,000. Stays on. Last week, 
$19,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
—‘Living It Up” (Par). Smash 
$14,000. Holds. Last week, “About 
Mrs. Leslie” (Par) (2d wk), $7,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 50-85)— 
“Caine Mutiny” (Col) 
Fair $9,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 50-85)— 
“Hodson’s Choice” (UA). 


issues. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,525; 50-85)— 
“Valley of Kings” (M-G) and 


“Operation Diplomat” (Indie). Fast 
$16,000. Stays. Last week, on re- 
issues. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2.200; 50- 
85)—“‘Magnificent Obsession” (U). 
Terrific $25,000, and | >lds. Last 
week, “Ring of Fear” (WB), $12,- 
000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 
“Weak and Wicked” 
“Desperado” (AA), 


(AAY and 


ess” (Rep), $3,500, \ 


50-80)— | 


(4th wk). | 


Nice $4,- | 
500. Holds over. Last week, on re- 


30-50)— | 


Good $4,500.) . ; eat yaar Age 
Last week. “Hell Raiders of the “The Caine Mutiny” in its fourth Crusoe” (UA). 
Deep” (IFE) and “Untamed Heir- | week, and “Gone With the Wind” | close. 





“Private Eyes” (AA), $8,000 in 4 
| days. 

| St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.50) 
i|—‘“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (6th wk). 
| Good $16,000 or near. Last week, 
| $18,000. 

| Orpheum 


(Cinerama Theater, 


Calif.) (1,458; $1.75-$2.65)—"Cine- | 


|} rama” (Indie) (32d wk). Sock $32,- 
| 500. Last week, $30,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207; 
| 70-$1)\—“‘Southwest Passage (UA) 
‘and “Captain Kidd, Slave Girl” 
' (UA). Slim $7,500. Last week “Ad- 
‘ventures Robinson Crusoe” (UA) 
,and “Gog” (UA), $10,000. 
| Stagedoor (A-R) (400, $1-$1.25) 

“Hobson’s Choice” (UA). 
| Solid $5,000. Last week, $5,300. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; $l)— 

“Captain’s Paradise’ ‘(U) and 

“Kind Hearts, Coronets” (U) (re- 

issues). Good $3,000. Last week, 
}*Kon Tiki” (RKO) and “The In- 
| former (RKO), ‘reissue) $3,200. 
| Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (377; $1) 
—‘Mr. Denning Drives North” 
(Indie) and “Lady Godiva Rides 
Again” (Indie) (3d wk). Slim $2,000. 
| Last week, $2,400. 


| WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 





| Stays on. 

| Keith’s (RKO) (1.939: 75-$1.25)— 
|“Caine Mutiry” (Col) (5th wk). Hot 
|$21,000, for second consecutive 
week. Stays. 

| Metropolitan (SW) (1.200; 70-95) 
'—‘‘King Richard and Crusaders” 
(WB). Big $13,000. Last week, “‘Ad- 
| ventures Robinson Crusoe” (UA), 
$9,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2.370; 65-95)— 
| “Apache” (UA) (3d wk). Trim $11,- 
| 500 after $16,000 last week. 
| Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55-$1) 
}—“About Mrs. Leslie” (Par) (3d 
wk). Solid $7,500 after $7,000 last 

week. Stays. 

Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2.40) 
|—“Cinerama” (Indie) (39th wk). 
| Big $18,000 after $20,000 last week. 


“Man With Million” (UA) (4th wk). 
| Firm $7,000 after $6,500 last week. 
| Continues, 

| 


'‘Desert’s’ 18th H.O. Week 


| Dallas, Aug. 10. 
Walt Disney’s “The Living Des- 





}run here at the nabe Esquire Thea- 
tre and the end is not yet in sight. 
| This is the longest run on record 
of a pic either at a downtown or 
outlying house. 

Other current holdovers include 


in its third week. 


NO SHOP TALK AT D. C. 
TOM O’BRIEN DINNERS 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Eric Johnston was praised here 
Sunday (8) by Tom O’Brien, gen- 
eral secretary of the National 
Assn., of Theatrical and Kinemato- 
graphic Employees, and member 
of the British Parliament. O’Brien, 
guest of honor at a dinner given 
by Johnston, described the MPAA 
prexy as a man who creates bet- 
ter feeling for America when he 
goes abroad. Motion pictures were 
not discussed at the dinner. 


O’Brien was a dinner guest at 
the British Embassy last night. He 
left Washington today (10) for the 
IATSE convention in Cincinnati 
where he will be one of the speak- 
ers. 

Among those at the MPAA din- 
ner Sunday night were Sir Robert 
Seott, British Minister to 
country and now acting ambassa- 
dor; Charles Empson, commercial 
attache of the Embassy; Macdon- 
ald Gordon, labor counsel for the 
Embassy; Democratic House lead- 
er Sam Rayburn; Senators Henry 


this | 











service three years ago, with an 
agreement which he termed the 
worst ever made by the film biz 
and which had made no financial 
sense whatever. Johnston pointed 
out that he had done everything 
possible to eliminate the subsidy 
provisions in the deal, and that he 
had finally succeeded in doing so 
in the last Italian pact. 

The MPEA prexy explained the 
difficulties of doing business 
abroad and he stated his unequivo- 
cal opposition to subsidies in any 
form. He said the org had no sub- 
sidy arrangements anywhere at this 
moment, and he emphasized that 
there was no intention whatever 
to enter into any such deals in the 
future. However, he added, the 
companies are under constant and 
great pressure to trade subsidies 
against privileges in many areas of 
the world. 

Asked on details concerning the 
/amounts of money received and 
| spent by IFE as the result of three 











M. Jackson and James Murray; | ; ; 
. 'years of subsidy, Johnston said he 
Nathan D. Golden, director of the, didn’t have the figures available: 


motion picture division of the De- | MPEA had prodded _ the 


Z that 
oS i Magnes vad Syd | Italians on numerous occasions to 
> .’ | 


| provide an accounting. but that it 
merce: and Colton Hand, motion | P'©Y? : 
: : : gre 'was not obtainable. In his esti- 
picture ethere wt “¢? eM | mate, the Italians received between 
Dept’s commercial policy divisio - } $4,000,000 and $4,500,000 during 


and | 


(2d wk). | 
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Political Education. Walsh, IA chief 
since 1941, 





wing. 

Roy M. Brewer, former IA 
Hollywood rep and leader of insur- 
gents, said his slate feels “very 
satisfied” with indications after 
three days of meetings by 14 dis- 
tricts and contacts with delegates. 
“We won some spots and lost 
others,” Brewer declared in claim- 
ing a victory for the ninth district. 
It-takes in nine midwestern states, 
including his own Nebraska. 


welcoming hurrah, had as the only 
official business the naming by 
Walsh of committees, one to which 
his presidential report was re- 
ferred, the others on resolutions, 
grievances, auditing and finance 
and special matters. 


and all other incumbents will be 
renominated. They are Harland 
Holmden, general secretary-treas- 


J. Brennan, Carl G. Cooper, Harry 
J. Abbott, Orin M. Jacobson, Hugh 
J. Sedgwick, Albert S. Johnstone. 
William Donnelly, John A. Shuff 
and Louise Wright. 

Business sessions are in Music 
Hall, with headquarters in the 
Netherland Plaza Hotel. Brewer 





Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 70-$1) —| 


|ert’” will add an 18th week to its | 


forces have headquarters in Shera- 
|ton-Gibson Hotel. 

Hailed as celebrities in their own 
right, the men and women who lay 
ithe carpet and pull 
stars have become spotlight person- 
| alities of feature stories in Cincy 
| dailies and on radio and tv shows 
originating here. Scattered among 
the different crafts, fhey include 
stagehands, projectionists, studio 
and newsreel cameramen, tele- 
| vision and radio engineers, makeup 
|artists, and film exchange and 
i theatre workers. 
| Most committeemen are from 
eight locals. Entertainment lineup 
takes in a midnight Cinerama show 
j at the Capitol, Reds-Cubs night 
| ballgames, style shows and brunch 
|for the women, courtesies at all 


| Greater Cinty theatres, sightseeing | 


|tours and visits to Coney Island 
;and the Zoo. 


PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 8) 


| Wk). Stout $18,000. Last 
| $19,000. 


| 
‘ 





week, 


| ‘On the Waterfront” (Col). Boffo 
| $37,000. Last week, “Living It Up” 
| (Par) (3d wk), $12,000. 


Stanton ‘SW) (1,473; 50-99) — 
“Bait” (Col) and “Iron Glove” 
(Col). So-so $6,000. Last week, 


| “Arrow in Dust” (AA) and “Drag- 
|onfly Squadron” (AA), $9,000. 
Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (500: 80-$1.50)— 
}“Man With Million” (UA) (6th wk). 
Mild $3,500. Last week, $4.000. 
Viking ‘Sley) (1,000: 75-$1.30)— 
| “Student Prince’ (M-G) (6th wk). 
| Okay $11,000. Last week, $9,000. 
Trans-Lux World ‘T-L) (604: 99- 
/$1.50) — “Adventures Robinson 
Bright $9,000 or 
week, “French Line” 


Last 


\(RKO) (8th wk), $2,800, 


is an administrative | 
committeeman of the AFL political 


Monday’s opening session, with | 


urer; nine vice presidents, James | 


strings for | 


Stanley (SW) (2,900; 74-$1.30)— | 


|the three year period, and he 
| voiced his belief that most of that 
money had been spent. 

(MPEA indicated yesterday 
'(Tues.) that it had renewed its re- 
| quest to the Italians for an ac- 
' counting.) 
| The indies, who claim—and so 
informed Johnston— that the IFE 
setup deprives them of the right 
,and opportunity to bid on impor- 
'tant Italo product, maintain that 
\4FE has by no means spent that 
/money. Their impression is that 
/something like $1,000,000 is still 
| available to the Italo agency in 
| N.Y. and additional funds in Italy. 
| From this they draw the inference 
that IFE will continue as a com- 
petitive threat for some consider- 
|abe time to come 
Question also came up of the 
' proper use of the subsidy funds. 
| Under the original agreement, I¥FE 
| got 1212% of the American dis- 
| tribs’ Italian earnings. Johnston 
_later got that reduced to 10° with 
_the stipulation that none of the 


Nominations take place Thurs- ' coin be used for distribution in the 
day (12). It is assumed that Walsh | US. 


Indies claim that it’s impos- 
i sible to check on this. Re their 
complaints on their inability to bid 
,for choice Italian pix, Johnston 
said he could only go by Italian 
assurances that all their producers’ 
pix are first offered to the Amer- 
ican importers. 

At that point, Jules Levey 
charged that IFE consiituted a 
“monopoly.” Question was asked of 


i 


Johnston whether it would be pos- | 


sible to sue the Italians in order 
to obtain a detailed accounting 
from IFE. He replied that such an 
‘action would have to be brought 
in the Italian courts and would be 
difficult to press. 

While there was disappointment 
over the number of questions to 
which Johnston had no answer or 
had to rely on his.aides, the indies 
were vocal in expressing their ap- 
preciation of the MPEA prexy’s 
appearance before them. IMPDA 
prez Arthur Mayer, commenting 
on criticism voiced by members, 


stated that Johnston had kept faith | 


at all times with the indies in sup- 
porting their anti-subsidy stand 
‘inasmuch as the coin was to be 
used for distribution. However, he 
also expressed surprise over John- 
ston apparent vagueness re the 
Italo situation. 

Mayer pointed out that Johnston 
, was, after all, MPEA head and he 
,added that some of the importers 
|are apt to overlook the fact that 
, their interests are comparatively 
|narrow in comparison to those of 
the big companies Johnston repre- 
sents. 

Indies got a clear and concise 
analysis of the French deal, with 
Johnston stressing that the $350,- 
|000 being turned over by MPEA 


to the French was hardly enough | 


| 


| 
} 
} 


| 


for them to set up any distribution | 


organization in the U.S. He said 
he didn’t know what the French 
intended to do with the money, but 
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Importers Hear Johnston 


Continued from page 5 








the end résult a necessary compro- 
mise. MPEA emphatically doesn't 
consider the $350,000 a subsidy. 
For that matter, IMPDA isn’t op- 
posed to the subsidy principle as 
is Ellis Arnall, Soeiety of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 
prexy. The indies are merely con- 
cerned lest such coin be used in 
competition against them. 

Asked by Ephraim London, 
IMPDA counsel, whether he had 
any solution to offer to the IFE 
situation, Johnston admitted that 
he did not. He also said: he was not 
informed of the status of the in- 
dies’ complaint about IFE to the 
Federal Trade Commission. MPEA 
has been made a party to that com- 
plaint, oddly enough against the 
wishes of the importers who were 
careful to limit their charge to the 
Italo setup only. 


ee 


Parsons Burns 


Continued from page 7 


Dick Powell-Debbie Reynolds 
starrer, “RKO’s best picture for 
the first half of 1954.” 

Told that the adults only ticket 
has a tradition here of being slight- 
ly terrific at the b.o., Miss Parsons 
retorted: “I don’t care to profit by 
a picture’s notoriety. This one can 
make out on its own. Besides, I'm 
thinking also of the neighborhood 
theatres where the adults-only 
label won’t make such a good im- 
pression.” She called her picture 
“moral beyond reproach, despite 
some sophisticated lines,” and she 
said the picture was having trouble 
nowhere except in Chicago. 

Hgrd upon the censor board's 
action here, the Catholic Legion of 
Decency scored the pic with a ‘“B” 
rating designating acceptability in 
part. Chi censors will not say pre- 
cisely what they objected to in the 
pic and didn’t recommend any cuts 
to Miss Parsons. RKO bureau here 
pointed oyt that it took the blue- 
pencillers an entire week to decide 
whether or not to issue \the film 
a permit. ; 

Like “French Line,” “Indiscre- 
tion of An American Wife,” and 
other recent pix with a sex angle, 
give or take morality, “Susan” also 
had advertising problems with the 
daily newspapers. Two of the reg- 
ular campaign ads were spurned 
by most of the papers for being 
over-sexy and had to be revamped. 

Woods Theatre, which had shown 
“Moon Is Blue,” “Carnival Story.” 
“Indiscretion,” and several other 
so-called naughty, ones in the past, 
is touting “Susan” along “Moon Is 
Blue” lines, exploiting the adults- 
only status. 

RKO fears a kind of “French 
Line” taboo might rise out of the 
censor board’s action and, if so, 
it faces a loss of several hundred- 
thousand dollars thereby. 


‘Lance’ Smash $30,000, 


Cleve.; ‘Living’ Fat 16G 


Cleveland, Aug. 10. 
Not for years have a majority of 
downtown houses made such 
strong, profitable showings during 
August as they are this summer. 
“Broken Lance” shapes terrific at 
the Hipp, way in the van to pace 











city. “Knock on Wood” shapes 
fancy at State. “Ring of Fear’ 
looms good at Palace. “Caine 


Mutiny” on third week at Allen 
continues smash. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (S-W) (3,000; 70-$1.25) 
“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (3d wk). Bolf 
$19,000. Last week, $25,000. 

Hipp (Telem’t) (3,700; 60-90) 
“Broken Lance” (20th). Giant $30.- 
000. Last week, “Desperado” ‘A.\) 
and “Gambler From Natchez” 
(20th), 612,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 60-90) — 
“Coroner’s Creek” (Col) and “Gun- 
fighters” (Col) (reissues). Oke 
$6,000. Last week, “High Noon 
(UA) and “The Men” (UA) ‘re- 
issues), $7,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) i 
60-90) — “Seven Deadly Sins 
(Indie). Hearty $3,500, aide’ by 
sexy promotion. Last week, “Moon 
Is Blue” (UA) (12th wk), $2,200. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 75-$1) 
“Ring of Fear” (WB). Good $1! 


(585: 


that they'd probably use it to pro- | 900. Last week, “Magnificent Ob- 


mote their pix in this country. 


According to reports, the French 
Current | 


are delaying such plans. 
plans are to use the $350,000 as a 
fund available to French producers 
who sell pix abroad. 


Johnston outlined the difficulties |“Living It Up” (Par) (m.o.). 


: | $9,000. 
ia French agreement and he termed | Wind” (M-G) (6th wk), $5,500. 


that confronted him in negotiating 


| Session” (U) (3d wk), $14,000. 


State (Loew’s) (3,500; 60-90) - 


“Knock on Wood” (Par). Spurtins 
to fancy $16,000; may hold. 
| week, 
| Wk), $17,000. 


Last 


“Living It Up” (Par) ‘24 


Stillman (Loew's (2,700; — 
rish 


Last week, “Gone Wt) 
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Paramount presents 


IVAN SPEAR IN BOXOFFICE JAMES 
MAGAZINE WAS FIRST TO SAY: STEWART 


aii ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 


a REAR 
WINDOW 


cotor By TECHNICOLOR 


co-starring 


GRACE KELLY 
WENDELL COREY 
THELMA RITTER 


with RAYMOND BURR - Directed by ALFRED HITCHCOCK 
Screenplay by JOHN MICHAEL HAYES 
BASED ON THE SHORT STORY BY CORNELL WOOLRICH 
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AGREES! 


Kate Cameron, Daily News, 
says so! Otis L. Guernsey, Herald 
Tribune, says so! Frank Quinn, Daily 

Mirror, says so! Archer Winsten, Post, writes 
a rave too! Also Alton Cook, World-Telegram! 





YOUR GROSS WILL PROVE IT’S 
‘HITCHCOCK’S BEST!" IN NEW YORK 
IT’S SENSATIONAL! FIRST 4 DAYS 

SET ONE OF 4 TOP GROSSES 

IN RIVOLI’S 37-YEAR HISTORY! 








AMES STEWART 1m ALERED prrcncocks = | ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 
jreaew winoW “nace aa : 
ANES S TEWART. i if 
“oe! fer Lod bef thd # 
NEW YORK ® 


Ditto, Leo Mishkin, Morning Telegraph! | 
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Jap Production Thrives Tho Lacking 
Good Writers and Banker Support 





By HERMAN LOWE 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Japan’s film biz is booming at 
both the production and distribu- 
tion ends. 

Last year’s gross on the domestic 
market for Japanese produced pix 
came to 60,000.000,000 yen (360 
yen to one U. S. $1), despite the 
fact that foreign films corralled 
38% of the business done. 


Of the 497 features shown in 
Japan last year, 302 were home 
made and 195 were imports. Low 
budgeted pictures run at about 
$100,000 to produce in Japan. Na- 
tion is now developing the star 
system, with the result that a large 
part of production costs go to 
star’s salaries. Less is paid for 
stories there than in the U. S. 


The WNipponese industry faces | 


two major problems—shortage of 


capital and of good writers. Banks |, 


are loathe to lend money for pic- 
ture production, despite the fact 
Japanse films have won world 
wide recognition. Financing is 
largely through personal loans 
calling for high interest rates. 


No Jap studios are presently 
planning to work in large screen 
or 3-D. Since country has relative- 
ly few television sets, tv is not yet 
regarded as an important competi- 
tor. However, the studios are now 
cooperating with tv. 


Other foreign developments 
(Source: Nathan D. Golden, U. S. 
Commerce Dept.) are as follows: 


(1.) In Finland last year 60% 
of films were Hollywood product, 
despite that little country living in 
the shadow of the U.S.S.R., Fin- 
land has 547 commercial theatres 
—all 35m—with 153,000 seats. 


(2.) Mexico had 2.459 theatres 
equipped for 35m films in 1953, 
with an aggregate of 1,591,000 
seats. Mexiczn censors okayed 1,- 
334 films last year, including 
shorts. Of these 333 features and 
474 shorts came from the U. S.., rep- 
resenting about 60% of the total. 
The Mexican product accounts for 
32% of that country’s home mar- 
ket. 
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made ‘Vera Cruz’ in 73 days, in- 
cluding re-takes and additional! 


a 
., ee 


Drive-In Church 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

A large drive-in, just outside 
of Washington, has been suc- 
cessfully doubling in brass as 
an open air church for early 
morning Sunday services. It is 
Sidney Lust’s Hillside Theatre 
just southeast of the nation’s 
capital, and it may hint of 
things to come in the drive-in 
field. 

Theatre has been used for 
8 a.m. services by Rev. Dorsey 
K. Sturgis, pastor of the First 
Methodist Church of Bradbury 
Heights, Md. Attendance has 
been fairly good, with in- 
formally dressed families show- 
ing up. In many cases, they 
have come for services on the 
way to a day at the Chesa- 
peake Bay beaches. 


U. 5. Distribs Set 





New labor agreement has been 
reached in Chile between the U. S. 
companies and exchange em- 
ployees. It provides for special 
monthly bonuses until Dec. 31, 
1954 and a straight increase after 
that date. 


Chile was one of a number of 
Latin American countries where 
the Americans were—and still are 
—facing labor troubles. It’s felt 
that the settlement there may set 
a patterg for other countries. 


Under the agreement, salaries 
up to 17,000 pesos a month call for 
a 14% bonus. Salaries between 
17,000 and 30,000 pesos bring a 7% 
bonus. Starting in 1955, a regular 
10% increase goes into effect. 
Salaries over 17,000 pesos are 
raised 10% up to that figure and 
5% for any excess up to 30,000 
pesos. 

The Chilean peso is’ pegged at 
110 to the dollar at the official 
rate. However, the dollar brings 
between 270 and 290 pesos in the 
open market. 


Chicago Censor Score For 








scenes. It is difficult to think that 
this could have been made any | 
more rapidly in the U. S.” 


In front of the camera, produc- 
ers may experience some difficul- | 
ties since there is a “rather 
limited supply” of English-speak- 
ing actors but those who are avail- 
able are very good. “It is almost 
mandatory and it is certainly ad- 





July: 2 Rejects (French), 
5 Tagged Adults Only 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Of 84 pictures examined by the 
Chicago Police Censor Board last 
month, two were reiected and five 
were tagged for adults. As usual 
here, titles of the pix were not 


visable to take a large majority of | disclosed. 


. English speaking actors from the 
Uv. S. 
be filled there are small bit parts.” 
Aldrich emphasizes, however, that 
he is not including that. group of 
“actors who would be stars the 
world over” such as Pedro Armen- 


dariz, Juan Garcia, Arturo deCor- ; 
dova, Dolores Del Rio and others | 


who are universally known. 
No Color Labs 

Mexico has no color labs as yet 
s0 processing of tinters to get the 
rushes becomes difficult. However, 
black and white processing is 
quickly and expertly handled and 
Aldrich has nothing but high 
praise for Mexican black-and- 
white cameramen who are “among 
the finest in the world.” 

On the personal side, the direc- 
tor has a simple answer to panicky 
queries regarding the water and 
food situation. 

“Take a first-aid man (a regis- 
tered male nurse) with the unit 
to avoid trouble,” Aldrich advises. 
“There are unavoidable reactions 
from long contact with food and 
water.‘No matfer how careful you 
are, you eventually are stricken 
with the local malady—but with 
instant and proper attention it 
can be reduced to nothing more 
than an unpleasant annoyance. 

“We had a troupe of never less 
than 200 for a total of 73 days,” he 
adds, “making a total of 14,600 


since just about all that can | 


Of the total number submitted 
21 were foreign entries, compris- 
ing 25% of the sheaf. Overseas 
product has taken an upbeat here 


in recent months, at least in be-! h 
ing submitted to the board. Both | the 


Chile Wage Pact, 
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Code Unrevised 


cae 
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recent acquisition of rights to 
Robert Anderson’s “Tea and Sym- 
pathy.” It’s now learned that 
Nicholas M. Schenck, president of 
Loew’s-M-G, called the turns on 
buying this property which, previ- 
ously, was regarded as beyond the 
confines of the Code. Schenck, 
stauneh supporter of the Code 


.| through the years, was impressed 


with the play and doubtless saw in 
it screen fare that would not be of- 
fensive. 

M-G arid Anderson are currently 
at work on the screen treatment 
which, they figure, will retain the 
“stature and dignity” of the legiter 
without removing its vital. parts 
and without running afoul of the 
Code. It’s regarded as inconceiv- 
able that M-G would distribute a 
pic without a seal. 

Want UA In Family 

On another front, MPAA is try- 
ing to lure United Artists into its 
membership fold and discussions 
looking to that end are underway. 
“We're trying to work it out with 
Johnston,” stated Robert S. Ben- 
jamin, UA board chairman. 

Point is made by observers in 
the business that some fndependent 
producers releasing through UA 
haven’t seen eye to eye with ad- 
ministration of the Code in past. 
They're not out to scuttle it, but 
insist that the do’s and don’t’s 
prevent production of story ma- 
terial that doesn’t adhere to the 
MPAA standards. For one, Prem- 
inger, who released “Moon” 
through UA. That there now can, 
be more of a meeting of the minds 
between these filmmakers and 
MPAA is said to be indicated in 
the membership bid to UA. 
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Chester Morris 
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who is superintendent and founder 
of the 13-year-old Chino institu- 
tion that prides itself on its “mini- 
mum security.” Film, incidentally, 
is Bartlett’s third indie picture. He 
previously turned out “Navajo” for 
Lippert release and “Crazylegs” 
(Rep). 

Far from being inactive in recent 
years, Morris has been headquar- 
tering in his native New York to 
handle roles in legit, tv and vidnix. 
Of the latter, he wryly recallea 
that last year “I did 29 films for 
NBC’s ‘Captured’ series in three- 
and-one-half days. The part was 
that of a host or emcee who in- 
troduces the story. Somebody would 
shout ‘This _is Episode Four!’ ... 
Quick, it’s the brown coat now.’ 
That more or less typifies iny hec- 
tic experience.” 

While Morris has no film plans 
in his immediate future, he will 
move into the Richard Whorf rele 
in “The Fifth Season” when the 
Sylvia Regan comedy resumes its 
Broadway run at the Cort Theatre 
Sept. 5. Whorf, whose pact ended 
when the show closed June 26 for 
the summer, will produce “spectac- 
ulars” for NBC-TV this fall. 

Morris has also been looking over 
script of “The Desperate 


the nixed films were French issue. | Hours,” which Howard Erskine and 


Mexican, 
American. 


‘La Ronde’ Hits Chicago 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 


one French, 





in Illinois Supreme Court recently, 
finally opened for its Chicago 

first run at World Playhouse begin- 
| ning Saturday (7). House is expect- 
| ing the pie to be its top grosser in 
five years. 


| The A. Teitel Film Co. has ac- 


quired the pic for Illinois distribu- 
tion. 








“La Ronde,” which surmounted | 
its long standing censorial troubles | 





Of the adults-only fare three were | Joseph Hayes will bring to Broad- 
and one| W4@y in late January. A melograma, 


it’s based upon Hayes’ novel and 
will be directed by Robert Mont- 
gomery. 





zinfeld In From Europe 

Charles Einfeld, 20th-Fox v.p. in 
charge of advertising-publicity, re- 
turned to N.Y. yesterday (10) 
aboard the Queen Mary following 
a six-week trip to Europe. 

On the Continent, Einfeld set up 
international preems for 20th’s 
forthcoming “The Egyptian.” He 
also attended demonstrations in 
Europe of 20th’s “The Advanced 
Techniques of CinemaScope.” 











How Good, and/or How Bad? 


Ottawa, Aug. 10. 


In “I’ve Survived 10,000 Movies,” ‘MacLean’s magazine, Aug. 


15) Clyde Gilmour, film critic for Vancouver Sun, MacLean’s, and 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp.’s Trans-Canada Network, lists his 
“all-time ten best” choices: five British—Oliver’s “Henry V,” Carol 


Reed’s “The Fallen Idol,” David Lean’s “Brief Encounter’ and 
“Great Expectations,” and the Alec Guinness starrer “Lavender 





man days. We only had a total loss 
of seven man days due to dysen- | 
tery and illness—although our doc- | 
tor-was constantly busy adminis- | 
tering to those who had mild at-| 
tacks of the sickness.” 


Hill Mob”; four U. S.—Chaplin’s “City Lights,’ Huston’s “The 


Maltese Falcon,” Zinneman’s “From Here to Eternity” and “High 
Noon”; and one Italian—de Sica’s “The Bicycle Thief.” 

His “all-time ten worst’: “Babe Ruth Story,” “Blowing Wild,” 
“Bwana Devil,” “Colt 45,” “Duel in the Sun,” “Fountainhead,” “My 


Brother Jonathan” 
quered,” “Winter Meeting.” 


(British), “Three for Bedroom C,” “Uncon- 





In Selling Theatre, Don't Misrep Take 





Judge Rules Buyer of Drive-In Relied Upon Razzle- 
Dazzle Profit Claims and Rates Damages 


—_—s 
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Not Priming Pickets 
Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 

Despite the fact that the 
Royal, St., Paul independent 
neighborhood house, was pick- 
eted by young people repre- 
senting religious groups dur- 
ing its first and only run in 
the city, five Minneapolis in- 
dependent neighborhood thea- 
tres also have booked “The 
French Line” for day-and- 
date engagements, according 
to Fay Dressell, RKO branch 
manager here. 

Dressell declines to name 
the theatres because, he says, 
they wish to avoid advance 
publicity. 


Portland s Ist 
House Since 28 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 10. 

Charles P. Skouras, President of 
National Theatres, and a planeload 
of film stars will open the New 
Million Dollar Fox Theatre here 
next Thurs. (12) with a formal in- 
vitational premiere. This is the 
first new house to be built here 
since 1928. The Fox is located on 
the old site of the Mayfair Thea- 
tre in the downtown biz district. 

With the largest screen in town 
and the second largest in the coun- 
try, it’s thought that this is first 
house really built for Cinema- 
Scope. The Miracle Mirror Screen 
is 32 ft. high and 63 ft. wide. It 
has top visibility from all angles. 
Four channels of Stereophonic 
Sound with unlimited power will 
assure acoustics via three sets of 
directional hi-fi stage speakers and 
16 auditorium speakers. House can 
show CinemaScope, VistaVision, 
and Magnascope projection. Cush- 
ioned American Bodiform opera 
chairs, (1,530 of ’em) have been in- 
stalled with plenty of leg room. 
Ivory and gold decor: throughout. 


Weather will be manufactured 
by 100 tons of refrigeration pour- 
ing from the ceiling vent units at 
the rate of 30,000 cu. ft. per min- 
ute. Evergreen divisional manager 
William Thedford and Oregon dis- 
trict manager Russ Brown have 
named Oscar Nyberg and Don Has- 
sod as manager and asst. mgr. 

Helene Hughes of San Francisco 
is producing a stage revue for 
showing in front of the Fox before 
the parade of stars arrive for the 
opening. “The Broken Lance” will 
be the first pic at the Fox followed 
by “The Egyptian.” 


Oregon’s New TOA Holds 
First Meeting, Draws 100; 
Blasts Current Rentals 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 10. 
Th newly formed Oregon unit 
(No. 28) of Theatre Owners of 
America held its first meeting at 
the Benson Hotel Monday (19), 
President Al Foreman presided at 
a noon board session with cock- 
tail parties and dinner business 
meeting at night. More than 100 
exhibitors and wives attended. 
Speakers cracked down on “high 
and unfair” film rentals. Joe 
Rosenfield of Spokane was guest 
speaker. Hal Makelin presented 
his “Makelin” plan to group but 
pulled few questions. Local show- 
man expressed little interest pro 
or con. 


Palance With Wilde For 
Allied’s ‘The Big Combo’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Jack Palance will co-star with 
Cornel Wilde and Jean Wallace as 
the romantic menace in “The Big 
Combo,” to be produced jointly by 
Wilde’s Theodora Productions and 
Security Pictures, owned by Sidney 
Harmon, who will produce, and 
Philip Yordan, who wrote the 
script. 

Picture was originally slated for 
United Artists release but was 
taken over by Allied Artists for 











distribution under its new expan- 
}sion program, 








. » Omaha, Aug. 10. 

Saul Frank of McPherson, Kans., 
owner of the Crest Drive-in Thea- 
tre at Beatrice, Neb.,- has been 
awarded net damages of $45,000 in 
a district court foreclose suit 
brought in connection with his 
purchase of the theatre. 

C. M. Alspach and V. C. Ander- 
son, also of McPherson, brought 
the action to foreclose after Frank 
refused to continue payments on 
his purchase contract, claiming 
misrepresentation of the amount 
of profits possible from the oper- 


ation. 


District Judge Cloyde B: Ellis of 
Beatrice held in his decision that 
the plaintiffs had made “material, 
fraudulent and false representa- 
tions” on which Frank relied and 
on which he was induced to enter 
into a contract to purchase the 
theatre. 

The court set the fair market 
value of the theatre at $70,000. 
Franks had agreed to pay $125,000 
for it. The court held that Frank 
had been damaged to the amount 
of the difference between the fig- 
ures—$55,000. Judge Ellis held 
that $10,000 should be deducted 
for the two years’ use Frank had 
made of the theatre. 

The net damages of $45,000 are 
to be applied en the balance of 
$82,675, leaving $37,765 due Als- 
pach and Anderson, which Frank 
must pay by Dec, 1. 


Cinerama Got $20,000 Via 


Greyhound Bus During 
June and July in Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 10. 

Part of the success of “This Is 
Cinerama,” which last week racked 
up the biggest gross for any regu- 
lar perfermance week since it 
started its long run here at the 
Orpheum Theatre 32 weeks ago, is 
attributed by Jack Miller, manag- 
ing director, to a tie-in with Grey- 
hound Bus Lines. 

In recent months Greyhound and 
Cinerama Theater Calif. have been 
cooperating in. mutual promotion. 
Tickets to Cinerama are on sale at 
about 35 northern California com- 
munities handled. by the Grey- 
heund agent who, at the time he 
sells a ticket to the show, sells a 
round-trip ticket to San Francisco. 
The theatre and the bus company 
also cooperate in group sales, al- 
though there is no reduction in 
theatre seat prices for groups. 
Back in the spring, Greyhound and 
Cinerama cooperated’ in bringing 
in 1,400 kids from the Peninsula 
town of Burlingame on a special 
school promotion. 

“The mutual promotion has re- 
sulted in an awful lot of extra busi- 
ness,” Miller declares. “In June 
and July, I would, estimate, con- 
servatively, that we did an extra 
$20,000. It’s been very, very good 
for both of us. Thus far we’ve had 
good success in such nearby cities 
as San Jose, Modesto, Merced, 
Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz and Sacra- 
mento and we are planning to ex- 
tend it to all of northern Califor- 
nia. If we can get only two extra 
people it’s plus business and it~ 
doesn’t cost anything.” 

_Greyhound displays in the lob- 
bies of their terminals plug the 
show and in some communities the 
theatre and the bus company work 
out joint radio an@ newspaper ad- 
vertisements. There has also been 


considerable local publicity on the 
service, 


Chi Biz Mirrored in Tax 


"Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Film biz for the month of June 
registered with City Tax Collector's 
office roughly 3% better this year 
than last. However, despite the in- 
crease, theatres dropped consider- 
ably off the paee of May when the 
differential was 17% over the pre- 
vious year. Total amusements, the- 
atres included, fell slightly under 
last year’s. 

Tax office picked up $86,760 
from theatremen this past June, 
against $84,130 collected for same 
month last year. Amusements 








brought $146,978 for the first sum- 
mer month of 1953 and only $146,- 
046 this year. 
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eral fractures when she fell ‘from ainda dina a ltl data iat a Mie ya atta ta | 
roof of the theatre. RE z ‘ F ; 

‘ nd Airport Theatre at Greater Pitts- | > sa 

From Film Row wirrmcreceactes|¢ _. Briefs From the Lots : 
late this month. John Sullivan, who | Z So 
acquired the lease last Year, SAYS) 4 4 4 yp eeeeeeeeeee ee He teHoeootoeeeseeeoesesoe ses t 
he can’t make money with house. sesitecai aiae ae f OD aw ao. 

‘ ‘ Robert Stoner, manager of the ollywood, Au: F 20th-Fox ‘There’s No Bus 
NEW YORK Stein's guests. isin siso hopes to | Strand, Scottdale, Leonard Golden} Republic set Rhonda Fleming, | 23r Like Show Business.” - 
Continental Motion Pictures| obiain a 1004 newsreel and shorte|s0™s,tomawn, teathorce ran into| Yvonne de Carlo and Rite, Gam new longterm composer coltrct 
Corp., headed by George Margolin, | for the night program and some of his auto on the highway. for roles in “Magic Fire,” based on pa oa 


picked up U. S. and Canada dis- 
tribution rights to three Italian 
filmusicals from Minerva Film. Pix, 
all of which are in Ferraniacolor, 
are “Canzoni Di Mezzosecolo, 
“Canzoni, Canzoni, Canzoni” and 
“Gran Varieta.” 

Ben Babb, ad-publicity director 
for David O. Selznick, to Philadel- 
phia this week to set saturation 
radio-tv bally for “Duel in Sun, 
which opens at Mastbaum there 
Aug. 26, in day-date booking with 
surrounding cities. 

Herman Stern, veteran exhib, 
took longterm lease on Fair The- 
atre, Jackson Heights, L. I., from 
Jackson Operating Co. Deal was 
consummated through Berk & 
Krumgold. Stern plans complete 
refurbishing. 

Milton L. Maier, general man- 
ager of RKO Theatres’ realty de- 
partment, resigned his post Fri- 
day (6). Associated with RKO for 
more than 26 years, he plans a 
short vacation prior to announcing 
future plans: 


Bernard Helfand, the assistant 


manager of Paramount Theatre, up 


observed his birthday last Sunday 
(8) by working all day on job; only 
excitement was small! fire in hotel 
across street from Par. 

Jimmy Boyle, vet exploiteer in 
the industry, back from six weeks 
on road ballying Col’s “Caine 
Mutiny.” 


ST. LOUIS 


The ozoner owned by Leroy Bas- 
ton near Casey, Ill... damaged about 
$10,000 when struck by high winds 
several weeks ago, relighted. Bastoh 
recently purchased the interests 
ef his former partner and now is 
sole owner. 

W. J. Rodell will relight his Al- 
vin. Athens, Ill.. Aug. 20. 

The Royal, Royalton, Ill., dark 
for several weeks, _relighted by 
Harmon Russell who has succeed- 
ed A. D. Lukehart as owner. 

David Litvag shuttered his Con- 
gress, 898-seater in mid-St. Louis 
for indefinite period. 

Vandals believed to have. been 
juves stole merchandise and dam- 
aged property on two visits to an 
ozoner near Belleville, Ill., owned 
by the Bloomer Amus. Co. 

DALLAS 

B. R. McLendon, head of Tri- 
state Theatres, appointed Lloyd 
Rust as veepee and booker for cir- 
cuit; succeeds J. R. Euler, who 
joins Col. H. A. Cole in the opera- 
tion of Bonham Theatre. 

R. L. Vaught and High Milling- 
ton started construction on a new 
300-car ozoner between Cross Plain 
and Rising Star. 


Fields Branch named manager 


of Ford Theatre, Rankin. according 
to Ford Taylor, owner; he replaces 
Marvin Bell.. 

T. H. Lewis, a druggist, pur- 
chased Rocque Theatre at Dilley 
from Mr. and Mrs. M. L. DuBose. 
Glenn Coyne is manager. 

George Newman named manager 
of the Orpheum, Waco, to succeed 
Jack Cantrell until fall when a per- 
manent manager will be named. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Big newspaper ads kicking off 
United Paramount Circuit’s late 
summer-fall drive in this territory 
eall August “the greatest movie 
month in all history.” 

When the indie nabe Edina cele- 
brates its 20th anni Aug. 31, it will 
show a 1934 picture, “It Happened 
One Night,” having rounded up 
that film’s only available print. Ad- 
mission will be free. There'll also 
be a special invitation matinee 
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New York Theatres 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL — 
Rockefeller Center 
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nabe’s merchants have promised to 
offer 1934 prices as a tiein with 
the theatre’s celebration. 

World preem of “Sitting Bull,” 
produced by W. R. Frank, local in- 
die circuit owner, tentatively 
scheduled for Aug. 19 in Rapid 
City, S. D., near actual locale of 
picture’s action. 

Al Aved, buying-booking group 
head and ozoner owner, appointed 
Minneapolis film area _ drivein 
chairman for International Va- 
riety’s Will Rogers—Saranac Lake 
Memorial hospital fund campaign. 

Twin Cities are two of five area 
cities included in 20th-Fox’s 24- 
sheet billboard campaign for “The 
Egyptian”. Others are Omaha, Des 
Moines and Davenport. 

Latest Twin Cities indie nabe 
houses to fall into C’Scope line are 
two of the Kaplan-Rubenstein the- 
atres, the Minneapolis Hollywood 
and St. Paul Dale. It’s the one- 
track, optical sound version. 

Maitland Frosch, theatre equip- 
ment supply man and ozone own- 
er, in Mt. Sinai hospital for check- 


Harry Sears, Metro exploiteer 
here, mapping out big “Brigadoon’’® 
campaign that’ll include free plane 
trips to Scotland as contest prizes. 

The steep 70-30 percentage 
terms, including a 10% profit guar- 
antee, hasn’t kept “Caine Mutiny” 
from being booked already in all 
of territory’s key towns, according 
to “Hy” Chapman, local Columbia 
branch manager. 

Lowell Kaplan, Bennie Berger 
circuit buyer-booker and manager 
of legit Lyceum, back from a N.Y. 
vacation. 

S. D. Kane, North Central Allied 
executive counsel, a candidate for 
state legislature. 

W. F. Bender, of Bemidji, Minn., 
Bemidji Theatre, donating film 
tickets to motorists, cited by town’s 
police and civic clubs for courtesy 
and other good-driving conduct. 

Mary Seibel, daughteer of Ed. 
Seibel, local Paramount circuit ad- 
vertised-publicity head, acting in 
commercial pix. 


CHICAGO 


Deug Helgeson, Chi Cinerama 
manager, to Los Angeles for peek 
at newly-built home. 

Harriet Parsons, producer of 
“Susan Slept Here.” in town for 
film’s opening at Woods Theatre. 

H&E Balaban’s Robin Drive-In 
at Rockford went CinemaScope 
last Sunday (8). 

United Artists installing stereo- 
phonic sound for “Gone With 
Wind,” opening of. which was post- 
poned until “Magnificent Obses- 
sion” concludes run. 

Abe Teitel sending cuffo ducats 
to fellow theatremen for opening 
of “La Ronde” at World Playhouse 
as gesture of “professional cour- 
tesy.” 

Julian Theatre, once operated 
by Essaness circuit, now a church. 

Orpheum Theatre in Springfield 
and the Madison in Peoria have 
doubled the ordinary run on first- 
run pix, slating “Gone With Wind” 
for two weeks. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


Richmond Gage, former Lumber- 
ton Theatre manager, named man- 
ager of the Carolina at Burlington, 
replacing T. D. (Jack) Robison. Lat- 
ter is leaving the film field to enter 
other business in his hometown of 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

When final count was made in a 
public opinion election, there was 
a difference of only one vote in the 
number of Lumberton citizens 
favoring Sunday pix. The vote was 
679 for and 678 against Sabbath 
showings. City Council had called 
the election to ascertain public 
opinion in deciding whether to re- 
peal an ordinance prohibiting Sun- 
day movies. 


PITTSBURGH 


Ike Sweeney, who managed Re- 
public exchange until his illness 
last year, fully reeovered and re- 
appointed head of local office. He 
succeeds Tom Duane, who resigned 
to become Par head in Detroit. 

Harry W. Meyers, long a theatre 
owner in Wilmerding, observing 
his 15th anni as pressgate ticket- 
taker at Forbes Field. 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Reilly are 
great-grandparents with birth of a 
daughter to their grandaughter, 
Mrs. Patricia Roach. Reilly, a. vet 
theatre manager, was last at the 
State downtown until the building 
was sold. 

Mrs. Irene. Coussoule, mother of 
John Coussule, who manages the 





Manos at Indiana, Pa., suffered sev- 





LOS ANGELES 


Allied Artists assigned Harry 
Goldstein, Jack Leewood and Jim 
Schiller to plug “The Human, 
Jungle” in three national exploita- 
tion zones. 

Irving Sochin, short subjects 
sales chief for Universal, making 
a nationwide tour of company’s 
exchanges. 


OMAHA 


Biz is strong at Bob Hoff’s new 
drive-in; the Airport. Robert Hunt- 
ling is managing the ozoner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Jensen last 
week sold their Silver Hill Theatre 
in Oshkosh, Neb., to Charles 
Greenlee after 28 years of opera- 
tion. Greenlee is an ex-newspaper- 
man. 

Sky-View Theatre, new ozoner 
being built by Ralph Blank and 
Bill Miskell in northwest sector of 
Omaha, will -have a capacity of 
1,122 autos and seats for 500 
pedestrians. 


TRUCKER MUST PROVE 
JUSTICE OF CHARGES 


Columbus, Aug. 10. 


The shoe finally got on the other 
foot in the running fight over film 
hauling rates between Ohio ex- 
hibitors and the Huntington-Cin- 
cinnati Trucking Lines. In every 
case brought before the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, the 
burden of proof has always rested 
with the exhibs. However, on July 
7 the trucking firm filed an appli- 
cation that they be -permitted to 
charge 21 cents for the first pound 
of each package in order to cir- 
cumvent the Commission’s ruling 
that the word “shipment” meant 
all packages from one exchange to 
a theatre (The trucking outfit had 
been interpreting each package as 
a shipment and slapping the high 
first pound rate on each package). 

Attorney for the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio has filed 
an application for suspension of 
this tariff and for once, Hunting- 
ton-Cincinnati must justify the 
charge in a hearing which has been 
set for Sept. 10.. The ITO does not 
need to present any proof. 








‘MOON’ GOES 16 WEEKS 


Long Run Record fer Columbus 
— Backlogs Foreign Pix 








Columbus, Aug. 10. , 

“The Moon Is Blue,” which to- 
morrow (11) starts its 16th week 
at the World Theatre, city’s only 
art house, will at the same time 
break the holdover record in Co- 
lumbus, a record that was set by 
the World when it 
“Jolson Sings Again” for 15 weeks. 


Manager Charles Sugarman esti- 
mates that more than 65,000 per- 
sons have seen “Moon” in the 
nearly four months of showings 
(two each evening with a midnight 
show on Saturdays), In recognition 
of the record, the regular adver- 
tising budget for the picture has 


‘been upped for this week. It’s ex- 


pected the Preminger-produced 
film will run through August, 
which really will make the occa- 
sion one of those things that hap- 
pens once in a blue moon. 


Only drawback of the long stay 
is that since the World is the city’s 
only first-run foreign film house, 
Sugarman now has a tremendous 
backlog of art pix, many of which 
have had dates penciled in for 
them only to be erased time and 
time again. 





New Landlord in Syracuse 
Syracuse, Aug. 10. 
Loew’s Strand Theatre has been 
purchased by Joseph F. Owens, 
local industrialist. Under terms of 
the sale, arranged by Eagan Real 
Estate, Owens extended the pres- 
ent lease several years. 


The property leased from the 
Thomas F. Anderson Estate was 
subleased to the Lance Theatre 
Corp., New York City. The 1,500- 
seat house was recently modern- 
ized and redecorated. For several 
years it had served as second string 
house for Loew’s, featuring hold- 





overs from Loew’s State. 


exhibited | Linda 


the life of Richard Wagner... 
William Talman and Marshall 
Thompson signed to play convicts 
in Hal E. Chester’s “‘Crashout,” to 


be directed by Lewis Foster for 
release by Filmakers . . . Virginia 
Leith’s player renewed for a year 
by 20th-Fox ... Frank Faylen 
joined Rory Calhoun and Julia 
Adams in “The Looters,” a Howard 
Christie production at UI... 
Robert W acquired film rights 
to the Irving Wallace story, “Man 
of the Century,” based on the life 
of Dr. Albert Schweitzer . . . Para- 
mount bought “The Mavericks,” 
western novel, co-authored by 
Leonard Praskins and Barney 
Slater. 


Richard Egan plays opposite Su- 
san Hayward in 20th-Fox’s “Un- 
tamed,” replacing Victor Mature 
who was suspended for nixing the 
role . .. Sam Katzman signed 
William Castle to direct “Riot on 
Pier Six” at Columbia ... Ger- 
trude Michael snagged a featured 
spot in Bryan Foy’s “Women's 
Prison” for Columbia release .. . 
Gloria Rhoades’ second film role 
will be in “The Racers” at 20th- 
Fox . . . Hecht-Lancaster handed 
one of the top roles in “The 
Gabriel Horn” to Diana Lynn... 
Richard Collins wil! script ‘“Night- 
shade,” a mystery based on an idea 
by George Glass ... Sally Forrest 
obtained release from her player 
contract with RKO. 


Gene Raymond returned to 
Metro after an absence of 13 years 
in “Hit the Deck... Columbia as- 
signed Aldo Ray to the role of 
“The Wreck,” a punchy ex-foot- 
ball star, in “My Sister Eileen.’’... 
Hal Wallis handed Warren Low a 
new contract as editorial super- 
visor...C & H Productions, head- 


Herman, will make “Girls Reform- 
atory,” starting next month... 
Harold Lamb signed to team with 
Dudley Nichols on the script of 
Warners’ Cinerama production, 
“Lewis and Clark.” ... Alfred 
Hitchcock upped W. H. Colman to 
the post of associate producer on 
“The Trouble With Harry.”. ..Val- 
iant Film Corp. of Texas signed 
Touch Conners to star in “Galt,” 
with Lita Spencer as femme lead... 
Francesca De Scaffa drew the role 
3 Chata in “The Racers” at 20th- 
Ox... 


Sterling Hayden signed a multi- 
ple-picture deal with Republic, 
starting as co-star with Vera Ral- 
ston in “Timberjack.”...Peter Us- 
tinov will make one picture an- 
nually for four years at 20th-Fox 

: Cliff Ferre plays a barkeep in 
Warners’ “Young at Heart.”... 
Gene Evans drew role in Hal E. 
Chester’s “Crashout.” ... Fire at 
the Rampart Productions studio 
caused damage amounting to $50,- 
000...First role for Ernest Borg- 
nine under his Hecht-Lancaster 
contract will be in ‘“Marty.”... 
Vivian Marshall joined the “Wom- 
en’s Prison” cast at Columbia... 
1 Danson snagged a dancing 
role in “The Prodigal” at Metro 
... Frederick Brisson signed Jerry 
Davis to collaborate with Robert 
Pirosh on the script of ‘Girl Rush.” 

..Superior Court approved 


with UI... 


Frank Gruber scripting ‘‘Tarzan’s 
African Legend” for Sol Lesser... 
Donald MacDonald drew a role in 
the Hecht-Lancaster film, “The 
Gabriel Horn.” ... Bryan Foy 
signed Phyllis Thaxter for one of 
the leads in ‘Women’s Prison.’’... 
Zachary Scott joined Guy Madison, 
Ralph Meeker, and Alvy Moore in 
Stirling Silliphant’s “Five Against 
the House,” for United Artists re- 
lease...Carlos Thompson, who ob- 
tained his release from Metro, 
signed to appear as Liszt in Wil- 
liam Dieterle’s ‘Magic Fire,” start- 
ing in Germany next month... 
Chill Wills sings his own song, 
“Packin’ the Mail,” in ‘Hells’ Out- 
post” at Republic... 


Copa Productions signed Alet 
Coppel to seript “The Stalk,” Ty- 
rone Power starrer for Columbia 
release... Rabbi Jacob Pressman 
appointed technical adviser on 
Metro’s “The Prodigal.” . ..Greene- 
Rouse signed Onslow Stevens for 
a role in “New York Confidential.” 
...Tom Ewell will co-star with 
Marilyn Monroe in the film ver- 
sion of “Seven Year Itch” at 20th- 
Fox...Lucille Barkley joined the 
“Women’s Prison” cast at Colum- 
bia...United Artists ordered 50 
more prints of “Apache,” making 
a total of 450...Nick Castagneta, 
of the sheriff's office, functioning 
as technical adviser on “Mad at the 
World.”...Lyle Talbot checked in 





Myrna Hansen’s minor contract} 





t n 
will co-star with John Derek in 


“The Annapolis oo for Al 
Artists. ..Don Randolph y 


ice” at Warners... 

set for a comedy role in UI’§ Fox- 
fire...Paramount cast King Dono- 
van in “Eddie Foy and the Seven 
Little Foys.”...Lois Smith signed 
for a part in “Strange Lady in 
Town” at Warners...Larry Har- 
mon drew a role in Fred W. Kane’s 
indie, “I Accuse.”... ~~ 


Paramount assigned Irving Ash- 
er to produce “‘The Mavericks” in 
1956, after he makes “The Covered 
Wagon” in 1955...Metro will re- 
lease four shorts next month: “The 
Camera Caught It,” “Yosemite the 
Magnificent,” “Mice Follies” and 
“Farm of Tomorrow.” ... Para- 
mount will ship more than 200 tons 
of props, wardrobe and equipment 
for “The Ten Commandments.”’... 
Jon Kirby doubling between 
“That’s Life’ on the stage and 
“The Annapolis Story” at Allied 
Artists...Warners signed Jim Mol- 
oney for a role in ‘Mister Rob- 
erts.” ... Lindsley Parsons added 
Sam Hearn, Richard Deacon and 
Susan Ridgeway to his “Ketchi- 
kan” cast...Shelley Winters will 
co-star with Robert Mitchum in 
the Paul Gregory production, 
“Night of the Hunter,”...Trudi 
Wyler plays the French wife. in 
“Untamed” at 20th-Fox ... Crane 
Wilbur scripting Sam Bischoff’s in- 
die production, “Phenix City.” 


ANALYSIS OF DIVVY 


tar t o1 
Six” at Columbia.”... Dirwa. 








ed by William Calihan tna meee" “PAYMENTS IN. JUNE 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

The unswing trend of film indus- 
try dividends was broken by a June 
dip, although figures for the first 
half of 1954 were well ahead of 
those for the same period last year. 

Figures, issued past week by the 
Dept. of Commerce, show the in- 
dustry disbursing $11,717,000 to 
its stockholders for the first six 
months of this year, as contrasted 
with 11,108,000 for the January- 
June period of 1953. 


The June melon for stockholders 
came to $3,482,000, a drop from 
the $3,932,000 of last year. 

Paramount Pictures parcelled 
out $1,170,000 to its owners in both 
Junes. Loew’s paid $1,029,000 in 
both years, Roxy Theatres paid 
$6,000 both years, and United 
Artists Theatres paid $9,000 both 
times. - 


20th-Fox paid a regular June 
dividend of $692,000, same as a 
year ago, and also a special $277,- 
000 dividend this year. However, 
Universal paid only $299,000 this 
June, compared with $540,000 last 
year. National Theatres paid noth- 
ing this year and $415,000 last year. 
Consolidated Amusement paid 
nothing this year, although they 
paid $71,000 last year. 


Town Wants 37 Back 


Columbus, Aug. 10. 

Warning flags went up at the 
office of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Ohio here as the first 
threat of reimposition of a 3% ad- 
mission tax came from a small 
town in eastern Ohio. Robert A. 
Wile, ITO executive secretary, 
warned in his weekly bulletin that 
Amsterdam (Jefferson County) 
is planning to reimpose the levy 
and, that the ITO is assisting the 
local exhibitor in fighting it. 


, He promised aid to any other ex- 


hibitor in a town where a tax is 
threatened. 








Distribs Sue Sid Kurstin 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Columbia, Universal” and Para- 
mount have filed suit in Federal 
Court here charging Sidney A. 
Kurstin with filing “fraudulently 
and intentionally false” statements 
of receipts from Sept. 1949 to Feb. 
1954 when he was opertaing 
Boulevard Theatre, East Los An- 
geles. 


Complaint asks the court to de- 
termine extent of damages, says 





merely that “gross fraud” 
amounted te mere than $3,000. 
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What's a lily 
rome Molo bars 


This eXo] aila¥) (olga li hamiileh am ele)i 
‘toil’ —but it certainly does 
‘spin’ an important yarn for the 
processor. 


Are the colors in balance 2 
Are the flesh tints correct? 
aohVako] oLol mo] koh aa Yoto] (<M Ze] (Olt 2 


These together with many 
other questions, ‘‘the lily’ 
answers quickly, authoritatively. 
For it is the test standard for.tone 
values in release prints, a step 
wedge with color patches added. 


In areas like this—how best to 
use various devices and: tests, 
how to set up systems and 
controls, the Eastman. Technical 
Service for Motion Picture Film 
is working with the industry — 
helping make today’s motion 
picture production. increasingly 
efficient— adding thus to the 
had -Tel thd -lal-t oh mmoles iaMol lola a 
and-white and color. 


Address: 
Motion Picture Film Department 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, 
Rochester 4, N.Y. _ 


East Coast Division 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17) N. Y. 


Midwest Division 
137 North Wabash Avenue 
Chicago 2, Illinois 


West Coast Division 
oWACToMTolalioMeautolaliaenn>)h'Z0F 
Hollywood 38, California 
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‘SATELLITE FORMAT’ SEEN SQUEEZING 





OUT ALL BUT THE BIG TV STATIONS 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Concerned with “grave implica- 
tions” of FCC action last week in 
waiving its monopoly rules. to 
license ultra high satellite stations 
to extend service of existing tv 
outlets, officials of the UHF Co- 
ordinating Committee are gather- 
ing here for a showdown with the 
Commission. Harold H. Thoms, 
chairman of the committee, ar- 
rived here yesterday (Mon.) and 
other members are due today. 

A spokesman for the committee 
said its is highly possible that a 
petition will be filed with the FCC 
to hold its action in abeyance pend- | 
ing hearings to determine what 
effect satellites would have on 
nationwide competitive television. 
Ultra high operators are fearful 
the commission’s action will result 
in killing local tv service, limit tv 
to large markets and squeeze out 
stations without network affilia- 
tions. 

The new policy, a spokesman 
said, is “full of uncertainties” and 
“it is impossible to anticipate 
what it will lead to.” 

Policy, adopted over a stinging 
protest by Comr. Frieda Hennock, 
allows tv stations to establish UHF 


| minute 


Gotta See Justice Done 


Having practically resolved its 
programming lineup for the fall, 
NBC-TV apparently is still eyeing 
a stronger entry for the Thursday 
night 8:30 to 9 period, currently 
occupied by the Borden-sponsored 
“Justice.” Not that Borden has 
been handed an ultimatum, but 
the network wouldn’t be averse to 
the client switching shows. Since 
the show is sandwiched between 
two of the toprated programs in 
television (Groucho Marx at 8 and 
“Dragnet” at 9), NBC feels the 90- 
sequencing merits a 
stronger continuity. 

In addition, the web is not too 
happy over the fact that “Justice” 
will probably have as competition 
next season the program which 
preceded it—‘‘T-Men,” which Bor- 
den lost when the _ packagers 
shifted it over to ABC-TV. 
“T-Men,” tentatively allotted the 
Thursday night 8:30 time, is con- 
sidered by far the weightier entry. 


Colgate Berthing 
In N.Y., Like Lever 








satellites to extend their coverage 
in substantially the same service 
area and in all directions. Here- 


The N.Y.-to-Jersey City commu- 


| tation job of many years standing 


|}for Colgate personnel (long the 





SAMMY KAYE 


And His 


“SO YOU WANT 
TO,LEAD A BAND?” 
Is fun for all ages 
ON ABC-TV, THURS. 9 P.M. 
For BRILLO 
ABC-RADIO 
“SUNDAY SERENADE” and 
“SERENADE ROOM” 
Columbia Records Exclusively 

















~~ My Buttons Tis of Thee = 


Indicative of how NBC and Pontiac feel about acquisition of 
Red Buttons to hold down the Friday night at 8 tv slot next season 
was the “parade of the echelon” ceremonial that attended the 
final signaturing of the deal last week. Every key personality, 
including network, sponsor, and agency, top 
Bob” high command (prexy Weaver and administrative. veepee 


by the “Pat & 


Sarnoff) was on hand, along with Buttons and his lawyer-perse 
manager Jonas Silverstone, for the new “pledge of allegiance.” 
Buttons tees off on Oct. 1 under the Pontiac auspices in oppo- 
sition to CBS-TV’s “Mama” show, which is Sponsored by General 
Foods, Buttons’ ex-bankroller on the Columbia web. Julie Oshins 
has been pacted to direct the sHow. Buttons leaves for the Coast 


this week for vacation and for 


huddles with his writing staff. 


Before returning east to get the ’54-’55 show rolling, the comic 
is scheduled for an early September stopover in Las Vegas, where 


he opens Sept. 1 at the Sands. 








WOR’s Brooding in the Afternoon’ 
Format, With Top Classics Set 


> 





a 


Major Merchant’s TV 
Fashion Preview Test 
Stirs Up Chi Interest 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Despite the fact that it’s but a 
three-shot, there is more than a 
little interest stirred up by the fall 
fashion previews the Charles A. 
Stevens store is airing on WBBM- 
TV the next three Saturday morn- 
ings. What’s significant is not 
the dough involved in the trio of 
quarter-hour shows, but that here’s 
one of the first new sparks pf tv 


interest to come out of the State 


pe Hag a. nay oe of the radio-tv setup within 
called “duopoly” rule prohibiting | the organization, is coming to an 
ownership of two radio or two tv|end, with the Colgate people at 
Stations in the same area. | long last deciding to berth them- 
Commission said its action was selves in Gotham. It’s the second 
taken in response to inquiries “as, Major soap company to vacate the 
to whether it would authorize con-| hinterland for the metropolis, 
struction of new UHF stations or | Lever Bros. having previously put 
operation of existing UHF sta- up its own Park Ave. building 
tions where such stations do not | (Lever House) and closing down its 
propose to originate local pro- | Cambridge, Mass., home base. 
grams from local studios.” | Colgate’s administrative hqs. will 
Agency said it has been told locate in the new Park Ave. build- 
that high cost of equipment for | ing going up on the site of the old 
local programming has deterred; Marguery Hotel. The decision to 
some broadcasters from going into | Vacate Jersey City is part of prexy 


Chevrolet Buys 
‘T-Men, Snags TV 


St. retailing phalanx in a couple 
of seasons. 

Inability to crack the State St. 
alliance with the Chi newspapers, 
iwith the exception of a few 
‘specialized situations like Evans 
‘Furs’ longtime WGN-TV associa- 
tion and Sears’ identity on WNBQ, 





Hour Drama Deal is: nc'2 tain tse 


i . _| cern on the part to the tv’ers. But 
ABC-TV jumped out of the fry {the boys keep hoping they’ll land 


| ing pan and into the fire last week, one of the major merchants whom 
| and it did so by the simple ex-|they can develop into a “success 
pedient of selling one of its more | story” that will merit some atten- 
expensive packages to which it tion for tv from the other Main 
was committed for the fall. Sale | Stemers. 

was that of the filmed “Treasury 








ultra high. 

Miss Hennock declared that the 
action “delivers the final mortal 
blow” to UHF and “encourages 
and invites. monopolistic control 
over television.” 

She said it permits the favored 
VHF stations to “gobble up” the 
UHF channels by allowing a V 
station to own as many as four 
satellites, “relegates UHF to an 
auxiliary role for VHF,” and 
enables well-established V stations 
to force struggling U’s out of busi- 
ness by putting satellites in their 
backyards. 

Policy announced by the com- 
mission, she added, 
piece of the FM pattern that is 
being put into place to complete 
the death of UHF. This pattern 
has been followed assiduously to 
a point where 340 applications on 
file for UHF have only produced 
120 remaining stations on the air. 
The rest of UHF is rapidly to- 
boganning out of sight.” 


DuM-WABD In 


Personnel Lopoff 


WABD, N. Y., and its parent net- 
work, DuMont, have lost, either 
few days at least 12 men. Cuts 
by axings or anklings, in the last 
were made in the network facilities 
department, in sales, in the flack 
department and on the directoring 
staff. 

The major gab was created by 





Larry Wynn over a fortnight ago, | 


when he stepped out as WABD 
sales chief. The N. Y. o&o is 
closely involved with the network, 
Jacking as it does financial au- 
tonomy, and Norman Knight, sta- 
tion topper, has decided, for the 
present at any rate, to see how 
well things progress without a 
Wynn replacement. Knight, who 
has a strong sales background 
himself, is currently doubling in 
brass. Another man took a walk 
from local sales before deciding on 


“is the last | 


|Joe McConnell’s revamping de- 
| signed to pump new blood into the 
| Colgate operation. 





| JOHN DALY’S NEW CLIENT 


| ABC-TV last week pacted a sec- 
;ond bankroller for John Daly’s 
quarter-hour news strip. Tide 


Men in Action” to the Chevrolet 
Dealers for a Thursday at 8:30 
showcasing, and while this came 
as a balm to some worried execs 
at the network, it had the effect 
of all but killing off a pending 
sale of a full-hour dramatic show 


jto Shell Oil Co. 


Shell and its agency, J. Walter 





Water Associated Oil Co. signed 
for the Wednesday and Friday seg- 
ments of the show, leaving three 


Thompson, had been looking close- 
ly at the Thursday 8 to 9 hour on 
the net with an eye toward pur- 


WCBS-TV's 5006 
Aug. Biz Upbeat 


_In a powerhouse upbeat over the 
| same period las€ year, WCBS-TV 


booked better than $500,000 worth 





quarter-hours still open. Realemon |Chasing a network-packaged dra- of business during the first five 


has half of the ‘Tuesday and 
Thursday segment, with Monday 
| and the other half of Tuesday and 
Thursday still to be sold. 
Buchanan & Co. agented. 


{matic show. Agency was particu- 


\larly intrigued with the idea be- 
|}cause it would have given it the 
j entire network from 8 to 10:30 


(Continued on page 38) 





Paychecks Every Week for Ranger 


Detroit, Aug. 10. 

Detroit radio actors who have 
appeared on “Lone Ranger” in the 
| past 22 years will continue to get 
weekly paychecks even though the 
|property has been sold and even 
though, beginning Sept. 3, the pro- 
|gram will use mechanics which 
‘have been made of every “Lone 
| Ranger” broadcast. 
| The checks will average between 
'$75 and $125 a week for an aver- 





/age of nine actors each week, it ously worked on the show, will be | yje wit 


was disclosed by Raymond J. 
Meurer, secretary 
counsel of Trendle - Campbell - 
Meurer, Inc., which produced the 
|Lone Ranger operation. 

Meurer has been named v.p. in 
| Lone Ranger, Inc., which was pur- 
| chased last week by Dallas oil op- 
erator and San Diego radio-tv 
,owner Jack Wrather, his mother, 
Mazie, and John L. Loeb Asso- 
ciates of New York. 

Meurer said the pay would be 
| based on 80% of the national net- 
|work rates, including one 
|}hearsal. Previous pay scales when 
|the show was live had the same 
| base but 


|rehearsals. The mechanics were 


and general | 


Performers Over Past 22 Year 


;and decent thing to do,” Meurer 
said. “There has been such a long 
association of most of these actors 
with the ‘Lone Ranger’ that we 
have come to regard them as mem- 
bers of the family. Since we own 
|the manuscript rights of ‘Lone 
| Ranger,’ it would have been a sim- 
| ple matter to have used the tv cast 
in Hollywood to do the shows. But, 
| as I have said, we didn’t think that 
|} would be right.” 
| Most of the actors who previ- 
jused in other Trendle-Campbell- 

Meurer productions which were 

unaffected by the sale, These are 

“Sgt Preston of the Yukon,” 

“Green Hornet” and “American 

| Agent.” 

| Meurer said a search of records 

| showed that all actors who had 

|performed in “Lone Ranger” re- 

|cordings to be used from Sept. 3 

|onward were alive. 

locidentally, ‘Lone Ranger” will 
|still be put on the ABC net by 
| WXYZ, Meurer said. He added 


|the sale than the fact Trendle- 
|Campbell-Meurer considered the 


|ness proposition. He added it was 


one of the sales rep outfits for a| worked out with the local chapter | interesting that ‘‘Lone Ranger” had 


Salary increase. 
As of yesterday, the directing 


(Continued on page 36) 


‘of AFTRA and approved by all} brought almost as much money as | 


concerned,: Meurer said. 
“We think this is the only fair 


| WXYZ did when they sold it to 
| ABC in 1946 for $3,650,000. 


working days of August. According 
/to Frank Shakespeare Jr., installed 
only a few months ago as general 


| sales manager of the CBS tele flag- 
' ship in New York, the various spon- 
sors involved in the contracts will 
go into high gear on their prod- 
ucts starting late in the summer. 
Most of the coin comes under 
| the station’s “12 Plan” click, which 
/ was developed by general manager 
Lawrence Craig to attract daytime 
business. Under the gimmick, spon- 
sors taking 12 daytime spots or 
participations per week earn a 
45% discount. The $500,000 in 
bookings is a net figure, however. 
Included in the “12 Plan” with 
| one-minute plugs, 20-second an- 
nouncements and 10-second identifi- 
| cations are Peter Paul, Vick Chem- 
| ical Co., Bab-O, Super Coola, Air- 
line Prune, Ehler’s Coffee and 
| Avon Cosmetics In addition to 
| these, Colgate has added a partici- 
| pation in the Sunday night “Late 
| Show,” carrying its current sched- 
h the station into a 52-week 
exposure. Also brought into camp 
was B. C. Remedy, which has 
bought the ednesday and Friday 
Margaret Arien “Morning Memo,” 
N. Y. insert of the networked 
| ‘Morning Show.” Rival Dog Food 
has pacted to co-sponsor the 
| ‘Amos ’n’ Andy vidpix series, with 


a second underwriter being sought. 
| 


| Bill Stern’s MBS Deal 


| Bill Stern has been inked to do 





re-| that there was nothing else behind | quarter-hour gab fests before and 


| after each of the upcoming World 
| Series games via Mutual. Sponsor, 


included two or three | $3,000,000 cash offer a good busi-+making its first stab at network 


radio, is Allstate Insurance, a sub- 
sid of Sears & Robuck. 

Deal with Stern and Mutual was 
handled through the Christianson 
jad agency, Chicago. 





Having registered a click with 
its current $1,000,000 or better 
schedule of dramatic programs un- 
der the title of ‘Radio Playhouse,” 
WOR, the General Teleradio sound 
center in N. Y., has bought another 
ambitious lineup, second only in 
size and cost on a locai radio level 
to its predecessor. A package of 
$510,000 worth of transcriptions, 
comprising 1,040 half-hour shows, 
takes to the air after Sept. 12, for 
a 15-month ride. 


Last year the radio buy com- 
prised Harry Goodman and Ziv 
stanzas, and was made by WOR 
topper Jim Gaines, since gone to 
Texas. The most recent deal, sans 
Ziv (since WOR used most or all 
the firm’s packages), by new boss 
Gordon Gray is what the latter 
considers a reaffirmation of Gaines’ 
successful gamble. Exactly what 
the station has made in ad con- 
tracts is not public knowledge but 
it is known it was well above the 
original investment. 


Station programmers, spearhead- | 


ed by Larry Menkin, have gone 
beyond the material used until 
now. It’s been clearly decided that 
one-third of the dramatic fare from 
3-5 p.m. and one-half of the night- 
time hour, from 9:30-10 and from 
10:30-11 p.m. (all “Radio ~ Piay- 
house” time) will be classics. Such 
a heavy degree of “deep drama” 
has never before, according to ob- 
servers, been used by a commercial 
station. Most of these half hours 
are based on the works of Shake- 
speare, Dickens and Dumas, and 
some have no set number of per- 
formances. For example, a couple 
of Dickens shows run into 26 half 
hours. 

Lineup includes ‘‘Macbeth,” “‘Ro- 
meo and Juliet,” “Hamlet” and 
“Great Expectations” and “Nicho- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Crosley Buys ABC 
‘Game of Week’ 


First radio order for network 
football coverage has been snagged 
by ABC, with Crosley ordering the 
net’s “Game of the Week” package 
for a lineup east of Denver. It’s 
a moot point, however, whether the 
net will be able to deliver the line- 
up for the appliance firm because 
of local grideasting in key cities. 

Network football on radio has 
become an increasingly difficult 
nut to crack. It’s borne out by the 
fact that thus far ABC Radio is 
doing a solo on commercial cov- 
erage (Mutual has a co-op setup 
for its “Game of tfe Week,” but 
ABC is alone with a national 
client.) Fact is that since the ad- 
vent of television and the accom- 
panying relaxation of the webs’ 
hold on network time, it’s been in- 
creasingly difficult to recapture 
Saturday afternoons from affiliates, 
who’ve been making their own 
deals with local colleges and sell- 
ing to local sponsors. 

Network has received the Cros- 
ley order, and of course has gone 
about clearing the time. Mean- 
while, its Western Division has 
again signed Tide Water Oil te 
sponsor footbali on the Western 
Regional network, so that Crosley 
is restricted to that part of the 
country east of Denver, There's not 
much of a clearance problem in- 
volved in the Tide Water deal, 
since most of the games involve 
the Pacific Coast Conference, with 
local teams in key cities all repre- 
sented in the gridcasts at one ume 
or another, 
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SEN. BRICKER 


How the TV Comics Line Up For °54-35 


Milton Berle Jack Benny Ray Bolger 
Red Buttons Burns & Allen Danny Thomas 
Sid Caesar Jackie Gleason Jan Murray 
Imogene Coca Robert Q. Lewis 

Jimmy Durante Garry Moore 

George Gobel Jack Paar 

Bob Hope Red Skelton 


Martin & Lewis 
Groucho Marx 
Donald O’Connor 
Martha Raye 


Phil Silvers and Jack Carter have CBS contracts but as yet 
are unsold and unscheduled. While George Jessel has an ABC 
deal, he’s not on the upcoming fall schedule. Also Joel Gray 

" and Sammy Davis Jr. (Will Mastin Trio) are on the ABC “wait 


list.” 


The list, of course, could be expanded to encompass Lucille 
Ball-Desi Arnaz, Wally Cox, Eve Arden (“Our Miss Brooks”), 
Ozzie & Harriet, et:al., but these basically are situation comedies. 





Clem McCarthy Heads New Radio 
Network Devoted to Nag Races Only 


Louisville, Aug. 10. 


Horse racing hot spot of the 
bluegrass has spawned the forma- 
tion of a new national radio net- 
work to air horse races exclusive- 
ly from major tracks in the U. S. 
Titled Thoroughbred Broadcasting 
System, and headed by vet race 
caller Clem McCarthy as prez, the 
outfit is now inking affiliates. 

On-the-spot airing is to be han- 
dled by McCarthy and Phil Sutter- 
field of WHAS, Louisville, who has 
been associated with McCarthy 
numerous times on Gillette’s Ca- 
valeade of Sports presentations, 


Plan is for Sutterfield to handle |. 


calling of the races while McCarthy 
will take over all color and inter- 
view assignments. ‘ 
Purpose back of the formation 
of the net was summed up by 
McCarthy who says he intends to 
do something about the fact that 
there have been networks to air 
every sport under the sun except 
the best sport of all, horseracing. 


McCarthy has four associates in 
the network venture, all natives of 
Kentucky. Under the plan of op- 
eration, first pickup for the net 
will be from Belmont Park, Sept. 
28. Thereafter, racing highlight 
from a major track will be aired 
three times weekly, on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays. 


Racing network system of opera- 
tion, which has been months in the 
making, is for line charges to all 
affiliates to be pegged at a defi- 
nite figure. Following a survey to 
determine mileage involved in 
various pickups from New York, 
Miami, Louisville and Chicago, 
line costs were averaged, thus giv- 
ing each station manager an exact 
figure on the costs, and he’ll know 
exactly what he will have to pay 
each month, Talent charge,to each 
Station, according to the promoters, 
is low. They hope to break even 
by getting a large number of af- 
filiates, and since the project is a 
Co-op deal, each station stands to 
benefit from the McCarthy-Sutter- 
field coverage of the races, 


Hallmark ‘Moses’ 
Hour TV Special 


i telmark’s “Hall of Fame” will 
ick off Sept. 5 on NBC-TV with 
an hour show (with the 30-min- 
uters going in three out of four 
pet in a bio treatment of Al- 
hg Nobel. Next 60-minute edi- 
ho will be on the 26th with “The 
th ry of Moses,” coinciding with 
mand Jewish holidays. In between 
St be half-hours devoted to 
apeen Foster and John Wana- 
owe and on Oct. 3 the subject 
a will be Johann Sebastian 





Meanwhile, “Fame” producer 
gibert McCleery arrived _ New 
: vac’ from the Coast to conduct 
a. Clal seminar for Army direc- 
dios otucers in the new tele stu- 

oe,of the Signal Corps at Astoria. 


McCleery {g 
nthe Army, a lieutenant colonel 


4. 
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Already 


Apparently the 15-inch col- 
or receiver is a dead pigeon 
before mass sales get under 
way. On Monday (9), RCA 
announced a slice of 50% in 
the retail price of its current 
15-incher console, bringing the 
tab down to $495. Company 
will make rebates to distribu- 
tors on all 15-inch shipments 
and the saving will be passed 
on to consumers. RCA said - 
about 5,000 such receivers have 
been produced so far. 

By bringing down the price, 
it’s anticipated that distrib- 
dealer inventories will be 
cleared before introduction of 
RCA’s 21-inch colorsets sched- 

‘ uled for Sept. 15. 


ks Like Skelton 
Can't Get Out Of 
That Half-Hr. Rut 


CBS-TV will have 8 p.m. Tues- 
day wide open should Red Skelton 
kick up a fuss on.being reduced 
to a half-hour show. Comedian’s 
scheduled 60-minuter has been 
killed in the sale of “Halls of Ivy” 
telefilm series to National Biscuit 
Co. and International Harvester al- 
ternating in the 8:30 slot. Skelton, 
an 8:30 entry last season with Gene 
Autry preceding him in the cou- 
pling opposite Milton Berle, had 
been all set for 8 to 9 come the 
fall (with Autry being swung over 
to Saturday at 7). 


As a shakedown for the extended 
length, Columbia spotted Skelton 
as summer replacement for Arthur 
Godfrey’s “Friends” show 8 to 9 
Wednesdays. Whether CBS moguls 
were dissatisfied with Skelton’s 
performance in the current hour 
stanza or were more interested in 
the SRO aspect of the telepix 
series plus having the benefit and 
prestige of Ronald Colman and 
Benita Hume as stars of “Ivy,” is 
a matter of speculation. “Ivy” is 
distributed by Television Programs 
of America. 











‘Ivy’ Jockeying 
Chicago; Aug. 10. 
In the middle on “Ivy” were 
Television Programs, of America, 
distribs of the Ivy Corp. series, and 
the Leo Burnett ad agency execs 
through whom last month Harves-‘ 


(Continued on page 38) 


Stein & Glickman As 
Steve Allen Scripters 


Looks like Joe Stein and Will 
Glickman will be tapped for the 
writing assignment for Steve Allen 
“Tonight” show when it bows on 
NBC-TV in September. 

Stein and Glickman are also col- 
laborating on a Broadway musical. 
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NETWORK EXECS 
FEAR THE WORST 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The major networks aren’t con- 
cealing the fact that they’re plenty 
worried over Sen. John W. Brick- 
er’s “private war’ with radio-tv 
and the impending investigation 
which will determine whether the 
webs shall henceforth be put un- 
der direct FCC regulation. “This,” 
said one network topper, “can ,be 
the biggest blow ever inflicted on 
our industry—and the tragedy is 
that there’s nothing, but nothing, 
we can do about it.” 


So ominous are the overtones, 
in fact, that there’s little else the 
high command at the networks can 
concern themselves with these 
days. For the major fear is that 
this is not just a case of exercising 
regulatory powers over the net- 
works as it relates to station af- 
filiations (problems which the webs 
have always managed to resolve) 
but in this instance is aimed 
directly at the programming con- 
tent of the networks. 

There are some who see Brick- 
er’s determination to strip the net- 
works of their own regulatory 
powers as pretty much of a pri- 


vate war. If, as reported, he’s 
concerned over the possible in- 
fluence of the networks on the 


UHF situation, they say it’s be- 
cause some of Bricker’s own friends 
took the rap on some U finan- 
cial investments and this was his 
way of retaliating. Too, they say 
he’s still smarting over the beat- 
ing he took on the treaty amend- 
ment i proposal. Further, it’s 
maintained that he’s been hostile 
toward Edward R. Murrow ever 
since the latter cut him off the 
air, which aggravates the situation 
insofar as the CBS command is 
concerned. 
McCarthy Affinity 

The Bricker-McCarthy affinity 
has not escaped the network brass. 
It’s no secret that McCarthy, like 
Bricker, wouldn't be averse to set- 
tling his own private score with 
the webs, notably CBS and Mur- 
row. McCarthy believes that not 
only Murrow but some of the other 
Columbia commentators are too far 
left of center for comfort, just an- 
other item that’s heightened the 
anxieties of the CBS echelon 
should the Government move in 
on programming or Bricker invite 
any full scale investigations into 
the networks. 

Whatever. Bricker’s gripes as 
they relate to NBC and ABC hasn’t 
been tipped, but here, too, the web 
toppers are no little concerned 
over the consequences should the 
Bricker war on the networks re- 
sult in any sweeping inquiries. 

One thing is certain—if the 
Bricker campaign succeeds and ex- 
tends to program content it will 
not necessarily be resiricted to net- 
works alone, since as great a 
stake in program control reaches 


(Continued on page 41) 
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Twilight 


The network radio pieture 
has been turned upside down 
for sure. Nielsen radio rating 
for the week of July 4-10 gave 
each and every one of the top 
10 daytime stanzas a bigger 
audience than any of the 
nighttime leaders. “Ma Per- 
kins” was the 10th-rated day- 
time show on network radio 
and it got 1,912,000 homes as 
compared to the after-dark 
leader “FBI In Peace and 
War,” with 1,679,000 homes. 

What's more the average 
daylight audio show reached 
1,399,000 homes. The averfge 
evening pace was set by Niel- 
sen at 840,000 domiciles. First 
show among the top 10 during 
the day was “Wendy Warren 
and the News,” hitting 2,286,- 
000 homes, 

Seven out of the first 10 eve- 
ning stanzas were what Nielsen 
described as shows using 
weapons—“blood and_ thun- 
der” accounts. 
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Tex & Jinx’s NBC Future Up In 
Air in Hassle Over New Contract 


a’ 
i 





Private Party 


Bloomington, Aug. 10. 
When WTTV, Bloomington, 
carried a half-hour NBC color 
telecast Aug. 5, the first color 
tv broadcast in Indiana history, 

only three sets received it. 
Sarkes Tarzian, owner of 
WTTV, and RCA officials 
watched the color program at 
the Bloomington plant of RCA. 
Officials at the Arvin plant in 
Columbus, Ind., 50 miles from 
the station’s transmitter, re- 
ported good reeeption; as did 
one TV dealer in Indianapolis. 


Lotsa Jockeying 
For Judy On TV 


But It's No Dice 


The competition for Judy Gar- 
land’s services as a tv personality 
is being stepped up, in anticipa- 
tion of her upcoming “Star Is 
Born” film turning into a resound- 
ing click. Young & Rubicam, on 
behalf of its General Foods client, 
has made overtures to the star to 
take over at least one of the Tues- 
day night 8 to 9 segments on NBC- 
TV ‘which GF’s Bob Hope will 
share next season with Milton 





reported that Y&R’s Nat Wolff has 
dangled a $100,000 check for a 
“come on in” one-shot. But thus 


far Miss Garland and her husband- 
manager, Sid Luft, are holding 
themselves aloof. 


Meanwhile, it’s understood CBS- 


Miss Garland as. an added starter 
on its expanding list of “specs” for 





| ing a tv standoff, but Miss Hutton 


| has succumbed to NBC’s top coin | 


blandishments and ushers in the 
Max Liebman season of spectacu- 
lars next month. 


TV'S ‘STOP MUSIC’ TO 
-SOFT-PEDAL PHONES 


While the radio version of “Stop 
the Music” will adhere to its old 
format, with the telephonic gim- 





tv version, which bows on ABC 
next month in the Tuesday night 


10:30 to 11 period, will undergo a 
complete revamp. For one thing, 


gated to a subsidiary status, with 


dio contestants. There will be no 
carryover of the mystery melody, 
which henceforth will be changed 
weekly. There will be no merchan- 
dising—strictly cash. 

Joseph Cates, of the Lou Cowan 
office, will produce the tv series, 
which will have Bert Parks as 
emcee. 


‘Farm’ To Half-Hour 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
As it stands now, NBC-TV plans 
to continue with its Chi-produced 
“Out On the Farm” into the fall 





-| cycle but will cut the present hour- 


long format toe a half hour. Semi- 
documentary show originating 
from an actual working farm on 
the outskirts of Chicago is cur- 
rently on an eight-week shakedown 
Sunday afternoon run which winds 
Aug. 29. 

Present plans are to move the 
half-hour version up from the cur- 
rent 4-p.m. berth to the 1 p.m. Sun- 





day slit in September. 


“After nine years of being able 
to sell plenty of merchandise for 
our sponsors on WNBC,” says Tex 
(& Jinx) McCrary, “looks like we 
can’t sell ourselves so we've gotten 
Sonny Werblin of Music Corp. of 
America to handle our new nego- 
tiations with NBC.” 

The Tex & Jinx team, which 
reportedly garnered $250,000 last 
year as its share on an unusual 
sharing deal, said to range-up to 
a 70-30 split, has been in a static 
stage of renegotiation with the 
New Yo-k flagship station of the 
NBC network. Technically on va- 
cation for the past four weeks, 
McCrary states that most of it was 
spent in negotiations, which culmi- 
nated in powwows wiih NBC’s 
0.&0. veepee Charles R. Denny, 
and the station’s general manager, 
Hamilton Shea. 

NBC wants to cut the Mr. & 
Mrs. breakfast team down to a 
half hour which, says McCrary, 
“is tantamount to cutting our in- 
come in half.” He says that the 





Berle and Martha Raye), and it’s | 


TV is also in there pitching for | 


the upcoming season. Until now | 
both Miss Garland and Betty Hut- | 
| ton were the two top femmes do-| 


mick as CBS’ major come-on, the | 


the telephone quizzing will be rele- | 


the major emphasis on in-the-stu- | 


midday tv half-hour, and their 
‘nightly 11:20 pm. semester (until 
| midnight) from the Waldorf-As- 
| toria, is virtually scale: that the 
| real income is from the 60 minutes 
in the a.m. : 

The pyramiding renewals report- 


(Continued on page 37) 


NBC-TV’s Daytime 
Lure for Colgate 





Colgate has blown a big bundle 
toward NBC-TV's $5,900,000 in 
daytime billings by wrapping up 
two slots, but. with the shows un- 
specified as yet. As a result, the 
web will have a cluster of eight 
soapers in the fall, starting at 3 
| o'clock. Colgate will bring up the 
| rear at 4:45 with a serial and its 
other time is 12:30 to 12:45, with 
an audience participaiioner. In 
both cases the sponsor will be 
on an alternating schedule of Mon- 
day-Wednesday-Friday for one 
show and Tuesday and Thursday 
for the other in the same week. 
Colgate has expansion rights on 
the post-noon stanza and would 
like to share the coin for 12:45 to 
| 1 o’clock. Colgate has also taken 
15 minutes of “Howdy Doody” Fri- 
| day for an SRO on the Bob Smith- 
| hosted show. Agencies involved in 
the deal are Esty, Bates and Bryan 
| Houston. 

Starting at the 3 o'clock mark 
will be “Dr. Eve.” packaged by 
Adrian Samish, former daytime 
program chief of the web, in his 
| third sale to NBC since resigning 
| a few months back. “Eve” will ride 
sustaining in the current “One 
Man’s Family” time, which wiil 
shift to 3:30, with Serutan buying 
half, same as P&G does on “Gold- 
en Windows” (3:15) and “Concern- 
ing Miss Marlowe” (3:45), with 
Miles Labs in for a quarter-hour 
on latter and one segment open. 
(Miles also has a quarter of “Three 
Steps to Heaven,” the precede to 


(Continued on page 38) 


CBS RADIO’S COMO 
STRIP FOR CH’FIELD 


Chesterfield has bought Perry 
Como for a_ three-a-week ride 
(Monday - Wednesday - Friday) on 


CBS Radio starting Oct. 4 in the 
9 to 9:15 p.m. slot. Ciggie outfit 
adds the singer to its other show 
on the web, “Gunsmoke,” but 
since this is a Monday at 9 stanza, 
it will be shifted to 8-8:30 p.m. 
Saturday. Chesterfield has been 


sponsoring Como’s tri-weekly quar- 
ter-hour on CBS-TV for several 
years and formerly backed him 
in radio on Mutual. 

Como’s CBS show will not be the 
soundtrack version of his tv’er. 
Supporting troupe includes the 
Mitchell Ayres orch and the Ray 
Charles Chorus, with Joel Aldred 
the announcer. Como’s radio-tv pro 
\ducer is Lee Cooley. 
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_.. with your product! 


In supermarkets today, with their stocks of 
some 5,000 items and brands (all of them 
competing, for the shoppers’ attention), 

it takes something extra to maintain fast 
turnover. That’s why WBBM has added a new 


dimension to food-store marketing... 


WBBM Supermarketing 


Once you qualify, WBBM Supermarketing 
arranges for week-long displays of your 
product in all participating stores, including 
850 stores of the Kroger, A&P, National 
Tea, and Jewel chains. Together, these 850 
stores account for approximately 50% 

of all grocery sales throughout the entire 


metropolitan Chicago area. 


Thus, your product gets the most effective 
two-way advertising-plus-merchandising 
selling in the Chicago area. In the 

stores, for a full week at a time...and 

on Chicago’s biggest station, Which las the 


largest audience (45% larger than the 


i 


nearest competitor’s) ...the most quarter- 
hour wins (almost twice as many as all 
other stations combined)...and the most 
locally-produced shows (8 of the top 10, 


13 of the top 15). 


ae 
24 
i 
mH 
‘ 1 
; $ 
PH 


If you’re in the market for customers in, 
Chicago, get all the information on WBBM 
Supermarketing by calling Bill Miller at 
WBBM (Whitehall 4-6000), or the nearest 


CBS Radio Spot Sales office. 


50,000 watts WBBM RADIO 


Chicago’s Showmanship Station 





Sources on request. 
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Don't Blame TY If 


Congressmen 


Ham It Up’ Themes Network Plea 
- For Right to Televise Hearings 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Congressional hearings should 
be open to tv coverage as well as 
press and there should be no ban 
on sponsorship. This was the posi- 
tion taken by the four tv networks 
and the National Assn. of Radio 
and TV Broadcasters last week be- 
fore the Senate Rules subcommit- 
tee considering procedure for the 
conduct of Senate inquiries. 

Television isn’t responsible for 
creating a+ spectacle of hearings, 
for “ham” actors or for “circus” 
atmosphere. The medium only re- 
cords what it sees and the public 
should have the right to watch 
their elected legislators in action, 
spokesmen for the industry argued. 


“It must be remembered,” CBS 
veepee Richard S. Salant testified, 
“that the midget sat on J. P. Mor- 
gan’s lap (at a Senate inquiry of 
the stock market crash during the 
Hoover administration) long be- 
fore there were any tv cameras 
around. To say that microphones 
and tv camerds should be barred 
because one does not like what 
they may show is to play the part 
of the queen who destroyed the 
mirrors which did not reflect the 
queen as the fairest of them all.” 

Seek Sponsorship 


Davidson Taylor, NBC director 
of public affairs, told the subcom- 
mittee that unless sponsorship of 
hearings is permitted the public 
will be deprived of first-hand 
knowledge of events which might 
otherwise be brought to them. The 
question of propriety of the adver- 


tiser, he said, “can easily be solved |. 


by good judgment and good taste.” 
NBC, he said, did not receive a 
single complaint because it had a 
sponsor for the Inanguration. 

Robert H. Hinckley, ABC veepee, 
contended there is no more reason 
to ban sponsorship of Congres- 
sional hearings than to stop adver- 
tising in newspapers’ carrying 
stories of the proceedings. 

As to assertions that tv ‘hippo- 
dromed” the McCarthy-Army hear- 
ings had impaired the dignity of 
the Senate, Hinckley said: 

“Now a tv camera and sound 
equipment do not have the physi- 
cal capability for producing any 
such miracle. The seismograph 
does not cause the earthquake; 1t 
merely records it. No one would 
say that live tv coverage made 


¢Continued on page 41). 


Clipp Pledges 


Nielsen Vows 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 
WFIL and WFIL-TV, the Phila- 





delphia Inquirer stations, became 


the first charter stations in this 
area to subscribe to A. C. Nielsen’s 
local audience service. Contract for 
the Nielsen station index was 
signed today (Tues.) by Roger W. 


Clipp, general manager of the 
WFIL stations, and _ will be 
launched in the Philadelphia area 


by November. 

Clipp, who has been critical of 
wide divergence in present rating 
figures, described NSI as the most 
comprehensive local study yet at- 
tempted on a continuing basis, 
combining diary reports and pre- 
cision recording equipment _for ap- 
praisal of listening-viewing habits. 

“This is a rare instance when 
WFIL was ready to become a char- 
ter customer long before a serv- 
ice was available,” Clipp said. “As 
long as three years ago we were 
seeking an electronic measurement 
system that was economically feas- 
ible and immediately practical for 
our own market. Nielsen, in our 
opinion, has devised such a method 
and its details forecast a more 
constructive use of audience meas- 
urement as a sales tool. On this 
basis alone, the NSI might be 
termed an industry milestone.” 

One feature of the NSI is the 

double-check on audience diary re- 
ports (Audilog) through compari- 
son with the electronic recorder 
(Audimeter). This proving of 
audience *response, it is felt, will 
eliminate the discrepancies preva- 
lent in non-electronic rating sys- 
tems and causing confusion through 
the broadcasting industry. 


,% 
i 





ABC’s 360G Rap 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

It cost ABC over $360,000 
for tv coverage of the Mc- 
Carthy - Army hearings, Rob- 
ert H. Hinckley, company vee- 
pee, told the Senate Rules 
subcommittee studying hear- 
ing procedures last week. This 
amount, he said, was in addi- 
tion to the loss in advertising 
revenue to ABC and affiliated 
stations and to NBC affiliates 
which requested coverage. 
ABC’s basic network through- 
out the sessions was 58 sta- 
tions and reached a maximum 
of 79, including 13 NBC affili- 
ates. After sponsorship was 
permitted, only 11 ABC affili- 
ates obtained sponsors. 

CBS veepee Richard Salant 
told the subcommittee it 
would have cost CBS about 
$4,000,000, taking into ac- 
count commercial programs it. 
would have had to preempt, to 
have given full simultaneous 
radio and tv coverage to the 
hearings. 


FCC ‘Previews 
Lamb Charges 
In Commie Rap 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
Edward Lamb _ pbroadcaster-pub- 
lisher, will have to answer charges 
by the FCC at hearings scheduled 
to begin Sept. 15 that he “know- 
ingly” associated with the Commu- 
nist Party, that he contributed 











Backed by Kefauver 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

In an address today (Tues.) 
before the National Press 
Club, Sen. Estes Kefauver (D.- 
Tenn.) expressed confidence 
that Toledo, O., publisher- 
broadcaster Edward Lamb will 
be cleared of the Commie 
charges brought against him 
by the FCC, hearings on which 
are slated for Sept. 15. 

Kefauver was asked if he’d 
comment on the attempt by his 
opponent, Rep. Pat Sutton, to 
brand him a Commie because 
of friendship with Lamb. 
Kefauver’s reply was “I have 
the utmost faith in the loyalty 
and Americanism of Edward 
Lamb.” 








money to it, that he “intellectu- 
ally accepted Communism” and 
that he “consciously adhered to 
the Party line.” 

In a preview of the hearings is- 
sued by the Commission last Fri- 
day (6) which were contained in 
a resume of basic allegations” 
|against Lamb, the agency charged 
| that during the years 1944-48 Lamb 
| was considered by the members of 
ithe, Lucas County (Toledo), O., 
;|Communist Party as a source of 
|funds and that he contributed in 
|response to its solicitations. 

The Commission also charged 


(Continued on page 34) 








Lever’s Midwest Spread 


On ‘Noontime Comics’ 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Johnnie Coons, whose local 
“Noontime Comics” via NBC’s 
WNBQ the past couple of years 
trailblazed the midday moppet 
clienteie, is getting a midwest re- 
gional exposure on CBS-TV Satur- 


day noons as of Sept. 4 under 
Lever Bros. auspices. Saturday 
half-hour, patterned after’ the 


cross-the-board local show which 
features Coons’ clowning and 
vintage film comedy shorts, will be 
fed to some dozen midwestern sta- 
tions. 

Show will bypass Chicago, how- 
ever, since Coon’s hometown strip 
continues on WNBW weekdays for 
Jewel Food Stores. 





- CBS-TV’s Moppet Show 


CBS-TV brings in a new Sat- 
urday show for moppets next 
month in “Uncle Johnny Coons. 
It will be slotted 1:30 to 2, replac- 
ing “Golden Reels” on the web’s 
N. Y. flagship, WCBS-TV. 

“Reels” will move to 2:45 as a 
quarter-hour stanza. Local segue” 
will be “An Eye On New York,” 


NBC's Chi 080's 
In Peak 4 Biz 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Importance of the o&o opera- 
tions in the radio-tv corporate set- 
up is underscored by the billings 
curve logged the first six months 
of the year at NBC’s WNBQ (tv) 
and WMAQ (AM). Although per 
company policy Chi NBC general 
manager Jules Herbuveaux and 
sales director Charles Dresser are 
sitting tight on their actual sales 


figures, they’ve lifted the curtain 
on the bookkeeping department to 
reveal that both stations clipped 
off new records in the 1954 Janu- 
ary through June period. 

WNBQ sales manager Floyde 
Beaston and his crew hoisted the 
tele stations billings 33.7% above 
the 1953 average to a new peak. 
Local sales were up 47% and na- 
tional spot up 24. Top | selling 
month was February, with local 
sales up 66% and national spot 
up 48. 

While the tv upsurge follows the 
traditional pattern here with each 
year better than the last, it’s sig- 
nificant that the radio side as rep- 
resented by WMAQ likewise has 
hit new levels. Sales manager Rudi 
Neubauer reports a 13.4% hypo 
in AM billings over the previous 
half-year. As was the typical post- 
war mid-tv radio picture, the Chi 
NBC station slumped drastically 
during 1950-51, but the upturn 
since 1952 has projected the local 
and national spot grosses to levels 
exceeding even the lush prewar 
days. Major factor, besides the 
growing awareness of radio for 
hometown and spot coverage, has 
been the cutback in network pro- 
gramming with the resultant in- 
crease in time available for local 
programming and sales. 








That Southern Accent 
Out of Cairo None Other 
Than Fritz Littlejohn 


Francis N. (Fritz) Littlejohn Jr., 
ABC-TV’s manager of news and 
special events, is walking around 
with a big smile these days. After 
more years in the administrative 


end of the newscasting business 
than he cares to recall (first with 
CBS, then with: ABC), he’s finally 
made his first broadcast, and it 
took a trip to Europe to bring the 
big feat about. 

Littlejohn returned this week 
from a three-week business trip 
throughout Europe, happened to 
be in Cairo when the news of the 
British- Egyptian agreement on 
Suez broke. He was tipped to the 
signing at the Ameri¢an embassy 
that evening (27), then rushed to 
the British embassy for confirma- 
tion. When he got the details at 
the scene of the signing, he put a 
cable through to John Daly, ABC- 
TV news and special events veep 
in N. Y. and went scrambling about 
for a circuit to the states. 

Through “some old _ friends” 
Littlejohn got a special circuit that 
same evening and did a_one- 
minute report for Daly’s tv’er and 
a two-minute job for the radio 
net’s 10 p.m. news. Agreement had 
been signed at 9:22 that evening 
(3:22 p.m. New York time). Little- 
john did his broadcast from a 
Marconi studio in Cairo at about 
midnight. Broadcast was transmit- 
ted via Marconi and RCA, and 
taped at ABC in N. Y. at 6 pm. 
(N. Y. time) that same day, in time 
for Daly’s 7:15 tv show. 

Littlejohn’s carrying those tapes 
around as if they were gold nug- 
gets, and Daly (who after all is 
Littlejohn’s immediate superior) 
won’t commit himself as to the 
audience reaction caused by the 
sudden intrusion on his show of a 





broad southern accent coming out 
of Cairo. . 


half-hour show currently in the}. 


‘It's Alla Matter of Time — 


Two shows in particular will be watched this fall for the then- 


&-now picture as result of the 


switchover of the programs to 


new time segments. That the time factor and program adjacencies 
loom of great importance on the Nielsen payoffs has been dem- 


onstrated time and again, most 
when Burns & Allen, after som 


conspicuously in recent seasons 
e tough going Thursday nights, 


hit the rating jackpot .with the same show when they shifted 


Thus the movin 
nantly kid-appeal 


into the Monday night pre-Godfrey 8 o’clock period. — 
of “Life With Father” from the predomi- 
unday at 7 slot which it occupied last season 


on CBS-TV to the Tuesday night at 10 niche is expected to pro- 


vide some beneficial results. 


(However, it’s recognized that it 


won’t be all peaches-and-cream since it'll be inviting competition 
from ABC-TV’s “U.S. Stéel Hour” in the Tuesday 9:30 to 10:30 


period. which has been building 


steadily. 


Practically the reverse holds for the scheduled slotting of Red 
Buttons in the Friday night at 8 segment on NBC-TV. Despite 
his previous post-“Lucy” occupancy Monday nights on CBS-TV, 
Buttons has a strong kid draw, and the earlier 8 o’clock period 
is expected to enhance even further his Nielsen standing. 








TV Hurting Kids? Blame Parents 





Senate Committes Bares Findings Of Survey 
‘Among 152 Editors 





Set A.C. Pageant Staff | 


ABC-TV eastern program chief 


Bob Lewine has tapped Fred 
Heider to produce and Marshall 
(Sonny) Diskin to direct the web’s 
one-shot pickup of the Atlantic 
City ‘Miss America” Pageant on 
Sept. 11 for Philco. John Daly and 
Bess Myerson will emcee the ABC 
end of the pageant, which is being 
staged by Vinton Freedley. 


Heider produces the net’s “Voice 
of Firestone” and “Martha Wright 
Show” for the web; Diskin directs 
the Daly and Walter Winchell 
newscasts. — 


Set 4006 Budget 


For TV Industry's 
Promotion Setup 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Quick ratification of detailed 
plans for an all-industry tv sales 
promotion bureau is being sought 
by NARTB and TVAB. At a joint 
meeting of the two groups held 
here late last week specifics were 
laid down and a tentative initial 
budget of $400,000 for the first 
fiscal year was prepared. 

The NARTB’s television board of 
directors and the exec committee 
of TVAB are expected to offer the 
stamp of approval on the decisions 
to come out of the Washington 
merger meetings for a sales promo- 
tion firm. It was decided at these 
conclaves that okay should come 
before Aug. 20 to avoid need for 
further meetings in August of the 
two ratifying groups. The name 
given the proposed organization 
was Television Bureau of Adver- 
tising, Inc., or TVB. 

Purpose stated for TVB were: 
(1) to promote ‘‘the broader more 
effective use of television as an ad 
medium” at local, regional national 
spot and network levels: (2) to sell 
sponsors on the “productive use of 
tele advertising for particular 
goods and/or services; (3) to in- 
form members up to date on sell- 
ing techniques and to help with 
promotional aides; (4) to serve as 
a clearing house on audience info; 
(5) “to foster continued progress 
and development of television as a 
medium of advertising, and (6) to 
provide the services “necessary 


(Continued on page 37) 


‘. Tampa Tribune’s V Nod 


Tampa, Aug. 10. 

FCC has given the nod on VHF 
Channel 8 here to the Tribune Co. 
of Tampa, publishers of the Tampa 
Tribune and owners of WFLA. De- 
cision came after a 22-month com- 
petitive battle for the permit 
among the Tribune, the Pinellas 
Broadcasfing Co., and the Tampa 
Bay Area Telecasting Corp. 


J. C, Council, president and pub- 
lisher of the Tribune, and George 
W. Harvey, manager of broadcast- 
ing operations, said they expected 
the station to be on the air in six 
months. It will utilize a 1,000-foot 
tower and a 50kw transmitter, they 











said. WFLA is an NBC Radio af- 


Washintgon, Aug. 10. 

If tv inflicts any harm on chil- 
dren, it’s the parents’ fault, not 
the kiddies. 

This, in effect, is what the Senate 
Juvenile Delinquency Committee 
learned from a survey of 152 radio- 
tv editors throughout the country 


to find out “the degree of harm, 
if any, that tv crime, horror and 
sadism ,inflict upon the young- 


.sters.” 


Analysis of partial returns from 
the survey, the Committee an- 
nounced last week, indicate that 
while tv must be programmed. as 
a mass medium, “there is a divided 
responsibility between the .indus- 
try itself and parents in shielding 
impressionable youngsters from 
crime and horror programs.” 


Some of the editors said they 
had no first-hand knowledge that 
tv horror programs hurt children. 
Others said they had “suspicions” 
that such shows have a “deletri- 
ous” effect on young minds. One 
observed that if tv is bad for im- 
pressionable kids it’s also bad for 
“weakminded adults. Another 
suggested that parents set a ques- 
tionable example by watching 
“phony wrestling matches and mor- 
bid, low-level soap operas.” 


One editor said tv has “reduced 
rather than enlarged” juvenile de- 
linquency by keeping kids at home 
who used to hang around pool 
halls. Another said that if there 
“really” is a.juvenile delinquency 
problem, it’s his opinion that tv, 
radio, theatres, automobiles, etc. 
all contribute. to it. 

Most of the editors were opposed 
to any regulatory reforms of the 
tv industry but were severely criti- 
cal of ‘the system of “block pro- 
gramming.” 

Committee Chairman Robert C. 
Hendrickson (R-N.J.) said he is 
interested in learning whether edi- 
tors believe the networks are mak- 
ing every effort to schedule horror 
shows after children’s bedtime and 
whether such shows ,“have genuine 
entertainment value and if they're 
necessary to the financial tran- 
quility of the industry.” 


DuM in Big Play 


For Fringe Time 


DuMont purportedly is mulling 
plans to capture the 7:30-8 p.m. 
slot, Mon.-thru-Fri., from the af- 
filiates. Move, as it’s been ex- 
plained, would give the web & 
chance to skirt the stronger pro 
grams of the rival three networks. 
Hence, it would probably mean 
more station clearances than poss! 
ble at present with competition 
from ABC, CBS and NBC. 

Use of the 7:30 time would fit 
neatly into the current picture 
First, the web’s key 0&0, WABD, 
in N. Y., is cafrying sustaining 
shows in that half-hour. From 
7-7:30, the web has “Captain 
Video” first and then “Marge and 
Jeff.” While “Video” isn’t yet 
fulfilling its past job, it has & 
sponsor on one of the five nights, 
and the succeeding ad-lib situation 
comedy is happily situated in some 
40 markets, many of them live, 02 








filiate. 


a co-op basis. 
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TV QUIZZERS AS 





How the Quizzers Line U 

Whether by accident or design, there’s a tendency on the part 
of the quiz shows to stay out of each other’s hair—at least that’s 
the way the 1954-55 schedules shape up. But while the question- 
and-answer sessions, whether of panel compler‘on or otherwise, 
are not slotted against each. other, some of -:hem ‘will be up 
against strong competition, including nearly half a dozen new 
shows (Sid Caesar, Imogene Coca, hourlong “Lux Video,” etc.). 

Of the dozen or so top quizzers with sponsor labels attached for 
the upcoming season, ABC-TV is involved in half of ’em, although 
Jimmy Nelson’s new “Take My Word” stanza has a “for sale” 
sign posted as it readies to compete on Monday with no less than 
“Burns & Allen” on CBS and Caesar on NBC. Web’s “Break the 
Bank” will fight it out on Sundays with Robert Young's “Father 
Knows Best” (CBS) and the Loretta Young Show, (NBC) both 
vidpixers. Same night, Columbia’s ““What’s My Line” will have 
only “Man Against Crime” to worry about on a network basis. 

On Tuesday, ARC’s “20 Questions” will take the arena agairst 
“Halls of Ivy” vidpix show on:CBS plus the alternating combo of 
Milton Berle, Martha Raye and Bob Hope on NBC. Same night, 
“Stop the Music” revival on ABC will have as the opposition Ed 
Murrow’s “See It Now” (CBS) and the new film series, “It’s a 
Great Life” (NBC). 

Wednesday stacks up with “Masquerade Party” (moving over 
from CBS) going for ABC versus CBS’ “Strike It Rich” and 
NBC’s “Kraft TV Theatre.” ‘Half an hour later, it will be Colum- 
bia’s “I’ve Got a Secret” opposed to the second half of®Kraft. 

Thursday’s components pit powerhouse Groucho Marx of NBC 
against Ray Milland’s telefilms on CBS and “Postal Inspector” 
series on the ABC side, and later in the evening, the CBS “Name 
That Tune” playing for listeners against the tail end of “Lux 
Video Theatre” on NBC. 

On Friday, ABC inherits (from DuMont) “Dollar a Second,” ° 
which will be opposed to “Playhouse of Stars” (CBS) and “Big 
Story” (NBC). It'll be largely CBS versus NBC on Saturday 
night, with “Beat the Clock” in a tussle with “Ethel & Albért” 
(ABC skeds a Dottie Mack show, not yet sold) and Herb Shriner’s 
“Two For the Money” clinching with Imogene Coca, while ABC 
viewers get boxing bouts. 

Any questions? 


TV Still Needs Answer for Music 
Arranger; Far Cry From Lush AM 


. | Rolf Vice HL. 


Musical arrangers, a breed which 
enjoyed a bonanza from about 1932 

to 1948 because of:radio’s volume} Rolf Kaltenborn will pinchhit for 
use of mood, bridge, narrative ana} his father, H. V. Kaltenborn, on 
other special music are suffering|“It Seems Like Yesterday,” for 
an “Egyptian exile” at the present| a today (Wed.) on WNBT, N. “Y. 
time because of television. Tele-| anchor of NBC-TV. His guests will 
vision drama uses very little spe-| be Herald Tribune radio-tv pundit 
cial arrangement music, “Mr. Peep-| John “Crosby and Judge Samuel 
vl and U. S. Steel being excep-/ Liebowitz. 

ions which stand out. Most other : : . ; 

tv dramatic programs use canned a - pong replace 
melody, stock arrangements, an or-! on a global jaunt. The son has been 


gan, or just sound effects. bbi : 
An American Society of Music’ also oe nar HVE. NOC Radte, 


Arrangers was organized earlier in 
1954 to seek ultimate labor status 


so that arrangers may possibly be 8 
able to enjoy the protection via WBKB Aimed At 
re-use fees which union bargaining 
has secured for literary craftsmen - 
TI e * W 9 
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FASTEST WITH 
THE LEASTEST 


By LEONARD TRAUBE 


There’s no guessing game about 
the quiz shows. Qualitative consid- 
erations aside and strictly from a 
jack-in-the-boxoffice view, the ques- 
tion-and-answer sessions are about 
as strong as they ever were in tele- 
vision and, sponsorwise, on the 
rise. In a way, the quizzers and 
panel packages represent a neat 
tv switch on radio history. Back 
in the ’30s and early ’40s, one al- 
most sure way to get a fast rating 
with a low budgeter was slotting 
a mysterioso or high actioner. To- 
day, video’s answer is the quizzer- 
diller since the best of them don’t 
run much higher on the produc- 
tion-talent tab than about $12,000, 
to a low.in the 5G class. Measur- 
ing their Nielsens against their 
budgets, the cost-per-thousand is 
about as big a lure for sponsors as 
there exists in all of video. 

Goodson & Todman’s ‘What’s 
My Line,” for instance, is running 
around $5.35 average cost per 
thousand homes reached and a 
number of other quiz klatches are 
in similarly cushy positions. Of 
Parallel importance is sponsor 
identification, achieved largely by 
the fact that the product is always 
before viewers as part of the trap- 
pings. The SI on “Line” has run 
as high as 83.6% in. Trendex figur- 
inging, with “I’ve Got a Secret” 
and “‘Name’s the Same” (both in 
the Goodson-Todman stable) run- 
ning respective (and respectable) 
scores of 74,2% and 68°%..Consid- 
ering that most of the dramatic 
entries, for instance, list sponsor 
names in their titles, the sharp 
contrast on bankroller pinpointing 
between these two divisions of pro- 
gramming is something of a head- 
ache for ad agencies vis-a-vis their 
hell-bent-for-identification clients. 


Daddy of ’Em All Back 


That the quiz is not merely a 
whim or stopgap is reflected in at 
least two instances for the upcom- 
ing season. ‘““Name’s the Same” gets 
its walking papers from ABC-TV 
(and is still unplaced for °54-’55), 
but replacing. it on the web will be 
that guessing gargantua of yore, 
“Stop the Music.” Likewise, “Place 
the Face” will be ousted from the 
CBS Thursday spot with “Name 
That Tune” going in for Carter, 
the same sponsor. “Tune,” inci- 
dentally, is one of three or four 


NBC pushed it out of Monday 
(along with “Voice of Firestone”) 
to make way for the new Sid 
Caesar show. And going along with 
the time is Bill Cullen as the 
emcee. 


Among other switchovers are the 
Jan Murray-starred “Dollar a Sec- 
ond,” which started on DuMont, is 
now doing summer duty on NBC 
and breaks out on ABC next sea- 
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moveovers from web to web since | 


‘Peter’ May Not Pan Out as TV 
~~ Spec For Hayward’s ’54- 55 Roster 





Radio’s ‘When & If’ Biz 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Even the weatherman is 
getting into the act in radio’s 
flexible regearing to meet the 
needs of specialized adver- 
tisers. NBC’s WMAQ sold a 
“floating schedule” of 20-sec- 
ond spots to the Lemon Prod- 
ucts Advisory Board with the 
proviso the “cool drink” 
blurbs are to be used only 
when the temperature tops 85 
degrees, 

Station also has been ap- 
proached by a rain apparel 
distrib interested in a spot 
package for rainy day use. 





ABC Radio's 207, 
Rate Cut Pattern 
Via New Discounts 


ABC Radio, falling in line with 
the recent reduction in nighttime 
rates by CBS and NBC, will insti- 
tute a new rate card on Oct 1 
utilizing a single gross rate for 
morning, afternoon and evening. 
Three periods will employ differ- 
ent maximum discounts, however. 


with the overall effect being a re- 
duction in nighttime rates by some 











other nets. 


Web expects some affiliate 
squawks, of course, and some have 
already been registered. but it’s 
sure the affiliates will face up ito 
the economic facts of life—name!ys 
that the slash is necessary to keep 
ABC in the market. It can’t very 
well afford to maintain higher 
rates than CBS or NBC, and the 
affiliates are very well aware of 
the fact. 


Basically, the new rate structire 
brings a single gross rate—$16,400 
per hour, day and night—ea bear, 
instead of the present gross night- 
time rate of $30,000. However, the 
maximum nighttime discount of 
6212% is being lowered to 45°%. 
So instead of a client paying $11,- 
400 for a nighttime hour (if he’s 
got the maximum discount of 
6214%), he'll pay $9,020 ‘with 
45° being applied against the 
$11,400 gross). Maximum discount 
applies to gross business of $1,- 
500,000 or more and to 52-week 
contractees. 
| At the same time, however, the 
/web is maintaining its horizontal 
|contiguity feature for nighttime 





20%, equallirg the cuts at the | 


tern. However, it’s not quite clear 
what can be accomplished. Special 
Music for television may have to 
(Continued on page 38) 
Defender’ 
efender’ Gets 
(j a . 
iggie Reprieve 





and performing talent. Whether in- 

side the American Federation of 

Musicians, or outside, arrangers 

hope somehow to find a payoff pat- 

Wait on a number of technical 

changes in studios themselves. the Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Possible creation of “hidden orch- In a fmajor overhaul of its day- 

estra pits” protected from leakage time* programming lineup, ABC’s 
“Public Defender” has won it- 

eel a Philip Morris reprieve, at 

oe until the end of the year. 

lalf-hour dramatic series was 


Shifted over from its Thursday 
Ye il CBS-TV slot to do summer 
to for’ “I Love Lucy” Monday 
toeats at 9, and when “Lucy” re- 
urns for the new fall season “De- 


a returns to its Thursday 


ale, ciggie company, .via_ the 
“Tell ee ucy: has been testing its 
P pity, Clue” series in the Thurs- 
"Yat 10 period this summer, with 
Cision nw, making the final de- 
“Dolangs.® Whether “Clue” or 
fe ender” takes permanent pos- 
rape Di. the Thursday time. “De- 
aa renewal takes it up to 
Veninn’, 1f “Clue” in the inter- 

‘n§ weeks shows progress it 


May take oy 
~ ve over , 
agency, next year, says the 


| WBKB is going all-out thjs fall 
|for the housewife and moppet au- 
dience. It’s a_ stem-to-stern re- 
alignment tailored strictly to the 
homemaker service and baby sitter 
Yormats with a generous leavening 
of straight entertainment shows 
scattered throughout the day. 
Although his thinking appears 
ito be in some variance with his 
|network superiors who are plan- 
ining’ a couple of morning soap 
| operas, WBKB veep Sterling (Red) 
| Quinlan is making no bones about 
ithe fact that he’s shooting for 
| what he calls “the thinking women 
|of Chicago’ whom he feels don't 


j 


| buy the daytimer detergent 
|dramas, misery shows, and 
quizzers. It’s his thinking that 


the network daytimers of this cate- 
gory, designed as they are for mass 
cross-country appeal, bypass a siz- 
able clientele in a given market 
that can be won over by hep local 
programming. 

After much trial and error the 
past year, Quinlan has built up 
|the biggest stable of tele perform- 
lers in town on the theory a format 
\is only as strong as its host and 
ithat it takes a well-known per- 
| sonality to give that personalized 


(Continued on page 38) 








“Masquerade Party,” regular sum-| buying a five-a-week quarter-hour 

mer pinchhitter for the departed |strip pays at the rate of 25° of 

instead of 40°. Horizontal con- 

, ‘ tiguity. in the morning and after- 

MATCH YOUR MATE effect makes the daytime a more 

PREPPED BY DUMONT | frente buy. Maximum discount 

| for morning time will be 42°7; 

|DuMont network exposures con- | "00nS will be 53° . Vertical con- 

taining comic Ernie Kovacs will be |tiguity feature of the present rate 
Mate.” It’s to be kinescoped to- | 2 ke tie a 

day (Wed.) for a pitch to the agen- 


(Continued on page 38) the hour rate fo reach quarterhour 
noon won't be retained, which in 
Latest in the recent. string of maximum discount in the after- 
another panel show, “Match Your ecard, of course, will be retained. 
cies. There will be two other Crenesse to France 





regulars probably chosen from} ° e e 
among Neva Patterson, Lilo or Uta For Liberation Anni 
| Hagen. 


| _ . : T ~ here. 
| When Kovacs signed for an hour-| Pierre Crenesse, U. S. corre 


‘long late nighttime stanza strictly | SPondent for the Parisien Libere in 
ivia WABD, DuMont N. Y. flagship, | Paris, who’s appeared on W NBT s 
lhe had a verbal understanding i (N. Y.) “Through Other Eyes, has 
‘with the network that he'd be| returned to France to cover the 
lealled in for network casings. | Aus. 26 celebration of the libera- 
'Prior to “Mate,” and all within|tion of the French capital in 
the last month, he was signed on | World War II. 

| first for a panel seat on “One| It was Crenesse who first aired 
|Minute Please” opposite Hermione | news of the liberation in 1944 by 
|Gingold and others. Last week | the Allies. He’s recording an on- 
lhe took over as emcee on “Gam- | the-spot radio program to be used 
| ble on Love.” which actress Denise | by sister station WNBC in Gotham 
Darcel fled after critical panning. | on the 26th. 


son as a Friday at 9 entry; and | segments. This means that a client | 


+ It’s pretty much of a moot point 


whether the Broadway-bound mu- 
sical version of “Peter Pan,’ now 
current in San Francisco, with 
Mary Martin as the star, will wind 
up on Leland Hayward’s NBC-TV 
spectacular roster during the ’54- 
55 season. It’s down on the NBC 
books as one of the early Hayward 
entries as Miss Martin’s initial 
“spec” for the network. 
Apparently there’s a difference 
of opinion between producer Hay- 
ward and Miss Martin as to the 
advisability of exposing the mu- 
sical to tv audiences—at least dur- 
ing its initial weeks on Broadway. 
Hayward, it’s reported, feels that 
early video exposure would dis- 
sipate “Peter Pan’s” boxoffice val- 
ués as a legiter. On the other hand, 
Miss Martin takes the opposite 
| view—that a 90-minute tv adapta- 
|tion could only enhance its b.o. 
| chances .on Broadway. And that’s 
eae the matter now stands. 


Meanwhile, Hayward’s illness on 
ithe Coast continues to raise specu- 
lation as to just how active he'll 
be in the tv “spec” sweepstakes 
this fall. The network is going 
ahead with its plans as scheduled, 
{since Hayward has already blue- 
| printed the first two “specs,” with 
| Richard Whorf all set to assume 
|reins as producer. 








Wynn Or Carson 


~ For Buttons Hole 


; 





It looks like a tossup between 
Ed Wynn and Jack Carson for the 
| every-fourth-week slotting in the 
| Friday night at 8 slot on NBC-TV 
this fall, with Carson in the lead 
jand likely candidate. Decision 
|will probably be forthcoming this 
| week. 


| Friday at 8 is the Pontiag time, 


‘with Red Buttons signed as the 


‘half-hour regular comic. How- 
ever, Buttons negotiated for a 
| three-weeks-out-of-four exposure, 


, with another personality to go in 

once a month for Pontiac. It'll 
|be accomplished via a continuity 
lthat will retain the Buttons iden- 
| tity every week. 


| 


‘NBC-TV ‘COMMENT’ 
GETS SUN. AFT. SLOT 


Although the Monday night 8:30 
“Comment” show on NBC-TV has 
‘gone off, after terminating an 
|} eight-week summer run, the pro- 
|gram is due for a permanent slot- 
| ting on the web. . It moves into the 
|; Sunday afternoon 3 to 3:30 period 
(occupied last season by the Ford 
| Foundation-produced “Excursion”’) 
starting Aug. 29. 

“Comment” bowed out of the 
Monday slot to make way for a 
test run of the web's news-in-depth 
“Background” show. After five 
weeks it must vacate the period 
for the preem of the new Sid Cae- 
sar 8 to 9 show. 








Geritel-Serutan Again 
Spon-ors ‘80’ on DuMont 


“Life Begins at 80" returns to 
| DuMont Friday night, beginning 
Sept. 24. Return of the paneler 
for Geritol-Serutan preempts the 
summer replacement for the same 
sponsor, “The Stranger.” 

Return of “89” at 9 p.m. Fridays 
makes it the fourth year via Du- 
Mont for the Barry-Enright-Friend- 


ly package. An increase trom its 
past 25 video market to some- 
where around 40 is expected. Ed 
Kletter agency, handling the 


Geritol-Serutan sponsorship, fig- 
ures that the half-hour stanza has 
been offering an attractive cost- 
per-thousand impact and “it’s sell- 
ing the older audience.” Show 
will emanate from DuMont’s Am- 
jbassador Theatre, N. Y. 
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Far be it from NBC to tempt the citizenry to desert its dinner. But the 
truth is... the great new NBC-TV Monday night lineup is about 

to become America’s favorite dish. It’s so alluring. . . folks are apt to 
scurry from table to television half-fed! 


MONDAY...GREAT DAY IN THE EVENING! 


Starting with the popular Tony Martin Show at 7:30 (The Gillette Co.; 
The Toni Co. Division) . . . the high-rated Camel News Caravan with John 
Cameron Swayze at 7:45 (R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.)...and then... 


Sot 


favorite Nonday night dish 


PREMIERE! THE SID CAESAR SHOW 


+ 


. 8:00-9:00. The Colossus of the history-making ‘‘Show of Shows,’’ now on his 
own in a mad and marvelous program complete with Carl Reiner, Howard 

Morris and guests. Sponsors: American Chicle Co., Radio Corporation 

of America, Speidel Corp. Three Mondays a month, Begins September 27. 


9:00-9:30. The American Medical Association calls it ‘‘dramatic, 
informative, authentic.’’ A taut, moving series of medical stories, 
authorized by the Los Angeles County Medical Association. 
Sponsor: The Dow Chemical Co. Begins September 13. 


ROBERT MONTGOMERY PRESENTS 


9:30-10:30. Now in its fifth great year. 
The first July Nielsen Report shows it 
as the sixth highest-rated show in all 
television. Averaged a 31.7 Nielsen between 
September 753 and May ’54. Sponsors: American 
Tobacco Co. and S. C. Johnson & Son. 


PREMIERE! LELAND HAYWARD 


PRESENTS 3:00-9:30... every fourth Monday, beginning 
October 18. The ve plus ultra in Entertainment. Live super-shows in 
Color, with the great Greats of show business! Sponsors: Ford Motor Co.; 
Radio Corporation of America. 


And so it goes, on into the night... into *TONIGHT,” the new NBC variety show 
starring Steve Allen. Five nights a week (11:30 PM-1 AM*). Begins September 27. 


‘ 


Small wonder that Monday Night on NBC-TV will be America’s favorite 
dish this Fall! And the same thing goes for every night. 


ADVERTISERS: Obviously the best place to sell your product, is where 
the viewers come and stay. NBC-TV. 


"11 PM-12 Midnight C.S.T. 
All times are New York Time. 


TELEVISION 


a service of the Radio Corporation of America 
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SO YOU WANT TO LEAD A 

BAND? - 

With Sammy Kaye Orch, guests 
Producer-director: Jim Lichtman 
Writer: Jack Raymond 
30 Mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 
BRILLO 
ABC-TV, from New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) P 

Sammy Kaye has developed his 
“So You Want To Lead A Band?” 
gimmick into a peripatetic tv-er. 
In 1951, CBS-TV had it for Lister- 
ine and last year NBC-TV show- 
cased it as a summer series for 
Philip Morris. Now it’s on ABC- 
TV for Brillo. Although the spon- 
sors and the nets have changed 
through the years, Kaye has 
stuck to the original format. It 
works for him in ballrooms and 
theatres and since it’s given him 
tv work during the summer 
months, he. hasn’t bothered to 
alter the hokey concept of tyro 
batoneers directing his orch. 

On the opening snow Thursday 
(5), Kaye’s four guest conductors 
were kids whose age average was 12 
years. The youngsters led the orch 
through a series of standard melo- 
dies competing for the big prize 
On applause meter results. There 
may be something cute about, 
watching a novice maestro on the 


podium but the music that ema-} 


nates is not easy on the ears. 
Before each guest maestro took 
the stand, Kaye worked ‘em 
through a question & answer bit 
about “how old are you?” “where 
do you come from?” “are your 
parents with you?” “do you have 
a boy or girl friend? etc. It was 
all pretty dull stuff. 

To change the rhythm of the 
batoneering contest, Kaye brought 
on guest thrush Betty Clooney. 
She. was only so-so on her treat- 
ment of “A Good Man Is Hard To 
Find.” Kaye’s orch only had time 
to fit in workovers of ‘Friends and 
Neighbors” and “Heart of My 
Heart.’ It made for okay listening. 
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The “Miracle Mile” that Roger 
Bannister and John Landy both 
ran in under four minutes Satur- 
‘day (7) at the British Empire 
Games in Vancouver made for 
some highly dramatic televiewing, 
even if the trappings with which 
NBC-TV surrounded it in New 
York didn’t. Web’s full-hour com- 
bination of a remote pickup from 
the CBC-TV coverage and a studio 
commentary by Ben Grauer and a 
| panel of track experts had its mo- 
‘ments of dullness and certainly of 
‘confusion, but the fact that the net- 
| work had an exclusive on the race, 
‘that it gave the country a chance to 
isee it happening, more than com- 
|pensated for the production trou- 
| bles it encountered. 


| Web’s sports department rates a 
'deep bow on having the foresight 
| and the initiative to, program the 
'race in the first place. Track isn’t 

exactly one of America’s great 
| spectator sports, and despite the 
| big billing of the event as the so- 
called ‘race of the century,” there 
was a widespread belief. that it 
/might be a dud. Of course it wasn’t, 
'and the sports department and the 
/network brass that ordered pre- 
'emption of an hour of commercial 
| time can rest on their laurels. 


For the New York production 
staff, headed by Warren Jacober, 
however, it was a thankless task. 
|Web was using the CBS remote, 
| with Grauer and miler Wes Santee, 
|'N.Y. Herald Tribune _ reporter 
| Jesse Abramson and U.S. Olympic 
secretary Asa Bushnell in the stu- 
dio for background and commen- 
tary. This switching setup is what 
caused all the confusion and a good 
i|deal of bad judgment. Program 
| was scheduled for an hour because 











there was no definite time assigned 
by the Games’ officials for the race 
itself, the ceremony involving the 
Duke of Edinburgh and the award- 
ing of the prizes. 

Also web preferred to take its 
chances with the studio setup as 
opposed to using the remote en- 
tirely, since there are a lot of slow 
spots in a track meet. Web might 


They're Off at Saratoga” was| have been better off taking the re- 
running smoothly at the end of the! mote for the full hour. However, 


first week's telecasting, under the| jt made its choice and was stuck 
authoritative guidance of Fred| with it—stuck because the Duke 


Caposella, official announcer at! gjgn’ r ye 
the Spe pad other New York State! didn’t make his ceremony as sched 


Gros. 


THEY’RE OFF AT SARATOGA 
With Fred Caposella, others 
8 Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri., 
p.m. 
FITZGERALD BREWING CO. 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
(George R. Nelson, Inc) 
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uled, because the presentation of 
the awards didn’t come off until 
after the hour had elapsed, and be- 
cause not only did the web have 
to supply a string of chain breaks 
that occurred at the most inappro- 
priate moments but it also had to 
fill in the commercial segments on 
the Canadian web. Result was a 
mish-mash in what some of the 
dramatic post-race coverage was 
lost and some high confusion on 
when CBC should come in and 
when N.Y. should stay on. 


Nonetheless, the show's the 
thing and the race in this case was 
worth all the trouble. CBC-TV’s 
coverage of the meet was superb— 
lots of cameras at strategic points 
caught every second of the 3:58.8, 
——s that split second when 
Landy looked over the wrong 
shoulder and found Bannister in 
front of him with less than 120 
yards to go. Announcing of the 
event was also firstrate, with Steve 
Douglas (an ex-NBC Washington 
newsman and sportscaster) han- 
dling both the race and the color 
with authority and accuracy. Inci- 
dentally, NBC, which was plugging 
the technical setup and the fact 
that it’s the first sports event to 
come out of Canada, missed some- 
thing in not even mentioning 
Douglas’ name, let alone the fact 
that he’s an ex-NBC’er. Chan. 





“On the Carousel” continues to 
spin itself into the better strata 
of educational-entertainment video 
fare in its Saturday morning hour 
slotting on WCBS-TV, N. Y., with 
Paul Tripp both as producer and 
general factotum of the series still 
the major sparkplug. The show re- 
mains a qualitative, refreshing en- 
try for a variety of reasons; while 
basically the format structure is 
characterized by simplicity, ‘‘Car- 
ousel” is enhanced by some neat 
production values. There is always 
an €lément of unpredictability as 
Tripp skippers “Carousel” through 
unexpected excursions of kid (and 
adult) slanted enlightenment and 
fun. 

Last Saturday’s (7) program high- 
lighted a group of girls from the 
N. Y. Board of Education-sponsored 
Vacation Playground in some in- 
teresting samples of their own 








tracks. Most of the minor flaws | 
had been corrected, in a program 
consisting of official films on four | 
races, recapping, interviewing (on. 
Tuesday’ bloek, of 30 - minute | 
length) and advertising. Caposella | 
adds a brief sttdio rundown to his | 


Television Chatter 








recorded narration as heard on the 
course p.a. system. The pictures, | New York 

unusually clear in the exciting! Whatever happened to the Good- 
finishes, included a dead heat the ,son & Todman “profile” long over- 
first day; Arthur Godfrey's Lord’ due in the New Yorker mag? Bill 


Willin’ coming in seventh, after a| Davidson doing the “tv rating 
strong start, in aneight-thorough-| story” for Collier’s...Bobby Sher- 
bred event, and his Fraulein’s| wood into “Masquerade Party” 


fadeout, after a fine start, in an-11- this week with likelihood of be- 
horse dash. | coming peeneeeet a — 
Caposella, with Dr. James Cat- ceeding, Jack Paar. Latter stepped 
lett, chief veterinarian, and Jerry Ut to do CBS-TV “Morning Show. 
Burke. a patrol judge, conducted Hubbell Robinson, CBS-TV pro- 
an interesting, if sometimes un- 8'am chief, putting his vacation 
taken to assure safe, honest racing. S¢€2s0n off the ground. 
He teamed on two shots with Bob| Legit-tv actor Jay Barney wound 
Cragin for a midway commercial; | UP featured role in Racems Taxi 
worked solo the last night caught | Pi¢ on the Coast and planéd into 
and did quite well, even with a| town Monday (9) to go on two 
sudser. Jaco. weeks of active duty as a lieutenant 


colonel in the Signal Corps. ... 

: Singers Betsy Holland and Joan 

WOR Staff Shifts Gilbert of Katydids group returned 

WOR and WOR-TV, the N. Y./|ing telecenters in London, Paris, 
stations belonging to General Tele-| Rome and Madrid. They guested in 





radio, have had a_ realignment | Rome on “Arrivals and Departures” 
among the research, advertising | teleshow. . . John Pavelko cast for 
and public relations execs. Chief ;,NBC-TV “Playhouse” Sunday (15). 
promotion came when Bob Hoff- oe eee ——- ae 
man was upped from boss of re-/ # > ae  Corecter °C 
search to director of planning and WOR and WOR-TV. subbing for 


development. Actually, everyone ae ae 

in the departments concerned re-| Monday (16)... . Alan O’Neal, of 

ports to him now. | CBS production dept. on “Strike It 
Bob Sullivan stays as manager! Rich,” becomes a first-time father 

of advertising and promotion. Dick | in October. 

Jackson, with the station under a, ABC prexy Rebert Kintner off 


Martha Brooks on 
Schenectady, starting next 


year, jumps from trade editor to | for a month’s hiatus in Europe... . 
topper of publicity for the two sta-| Lise Malkin added to the tv media 
tions, and along with him Mary /|@nd_ research staff of Charles 
Jane MacDougall, also relatively | Schlaifer & Co. ... Jimmy Yohan 
new at the operation, becomes press | on two-day location in Philadelphia | 
editor after general flacker duties, | 10" 4 letepix documentary. : 


Appointments were made by Gor- Moppet Adele Newton had a fea- 





d “samen te i tured role in last night’s (Tues.) 
aioe topper at the compress Suspense,” while another juve, 
¢ S, auneet Brooks, is set for next 
uesday’s (17) “World of Mr. 

H. K. CARPENTER RESIGNS | Sweeney”. . ABC-TV eastern 


program chief Bob Lewine vaca- 
tioning, then takes off for the Coast 
next week to view the first “Dis- 


Cleveland, Aug. 10. 

Hi. K. Carpenter has announced 
his resignation as V.P. of the Uni- 
ted Broadcasting Co., a position he 
has held since 1934. Health is rea- 
son given by the radio veteran who 
has directed activities at WHK for | 
20 years. 

He first broke into broadcasting 
29 years ago and had managed 
WEAR. 


the web's telefilm output. ... Joyce 
Ash, young British actress, makes 
her American teledebut tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on Kraft Theatre. Felix 
Deebank also set for same show, 
“The Bishop Misbehaves.” 

Bob Biake, NBC o&o publicity 
jchief, off on a two-week vacation 


from four months in Europe visit- | 


to his upstate N.Y. farm. . .Singers 
Eydie Gorme and Steve Lawrence 
|aqua-skiing at the Steve Allens’ 
| (Jayne Meadows) summer place in 
| Bayshore. ..Alfred Hopson cast 
for the Charles Ruggles “World of 
| Mr. Sweeney” tonight (Wed) on 
| NBC-TV...WNBT producer Selig 
| Alkon entered pipe smoking con- 
| test at Weymouth (Mass.) Fair Aug. 
,15 ..Frank Shakespeare Jr., gen- 
|eral sales mgr, of WCBS-TV, has 
,set Oct. 9 as his wedding date... 
| George Skinner will double over 
|from his WCBS-TV morning pro- 
| gram to bat for Bill Leonard on 
|feature section of “6 O’Clock Re- 
| port” during Leonard’s two-week 
| Sojourn starting Aug. 16 

Perry Bascom to WOR-TV as ac- 
, count exec. . Al Kelly, doubletalk- 
|er, made his first video panel ap- 
| pearance last night (Tues.) via Du- 
| Mont and “One Minute, Please’... 
|Joel Cohen, ex-flacker and news 
| scribbler, back after a job for mili- 
| tary intelligence .. Fairmont Froz- 
'en Foods as participator in WPIX 
| Bob Kennedy stanza... Dave Lowe, 
news and special events chief for 
| DuMont, responsible for a news 
beat last Thursday (5). Was on 
hand when a cop downed a thief 
in Manhattan, and exactly 12 min- 


'utes later tele station was on with | 


a full report .. Keith Culverhouse 

upped to director of advertising 
|and promotion from WPIX boss of 
sales presentations. 

_ Chris Schenkel, already handling 
fights for DuMont, into a goodly 
share of the web’s pro footballers 
as play-by-play. 

Henry Kaplan, who directed 
|The Desdemona Murder Case” on 
| the “U. S. Steel Hour” on ABC-TV 
| last night (Tues.), has been staging 
|General Motors’ 90-minute dra- 
|matic series for the Canadian 
| B’casting Corp. during the last 18 
| months, in addition to other CBS 
| programs plus “Carousel” for the 
| St. Louis Light Opera Co. this 
summer , 


|her comeback trail, Lillian Roth 
| figures to lure lotsa lookers this 
| Saturday (14) on the Dorsey Bros. 
CBS-TV “Stage Show”... WCBS- 
TV’S Stan Sawyer will appear in 


his role of Capt. Jet (“Space Fun- | 
Park | 


nies’) 
i 


at Palisades Amus. 
(Continued on page 38) 


. . What with her best- 
neyland” rushes and 0.0. other of S@lling autobiog and ballyhoo on| 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 


choreography plus art and craft 
exhibits, chitchat with the auto 
museum “curator” Henry Austin 
Clark and Joe Tracy, who back in 
1906 retired as an auto racer after 
winning the Vanderbilt Cup Race 
at a 50-mile an hour clip; marble 
champs from Brooklyn and Queens; 
a magico who themed his tricks to 
health-safety slogans, and some in- 
teresting moments with talking- 
whistling birds ranging from 10- 
inch tailed finches to South Ameri- 
can toucuns with their amazing 
schnozzes, Rose. 


WCBS-TV, the New York arm of 
CBS, offered “The Ballad of Jchn 
Brown” on Saturday (7) to give the 
summer session of “Camera Three” 
one of its more powerful programs 
in the State Education Dept. series 
produced by Robert Herridge and 
directed by Frank Moriarty, to the 
moderation of James Macandrew. 
Royal Dano in the name role led a 
quintet that rendered a moving, 
impassioned reading to the 45-min- 
ute tract built around the great 
pre-Civil War struggle to abolish 
slavery with the abortive raid on 
Harper’s Ferry as the key incident 
in the text. It was a scholarly, im- 
aginative approach to drama-by- 
reading, with a tremendous lift 
furnished by the cameras as they 
moved from the protagonist to his 
family. friends, et al. The other 
actors, all with skilled portrayals, 
were Jean Stapleton, Michael Kane, 
Gerald Sarracini and Thomas 
Scott, the latter as balladeerinz 
guitarist punctuating the “action.’ 

With this and its previous clicks, 
there’s hardly any question that 
“Camera Three” ranks with the 
topmost in public service program- 
ming, network or local, to the 
credit of public affairs chief Clancy 
Worden and WCBS-TV —— 

rau. 








Ed Sullivan, who was originally 
slated to give. way to Victor Borge 
as the first of a series of guest 
emcees while on a summer layoff, 
delayed his vacation for a week, 
and consequently carried on for 
Sunday’s (8) show on CBS-TV. Pro- 
gram had its moments, a lot of 
them, and might have conceivably 
had more with a bit more judicious 
editing and distribution of time. 
Cutting on the first two acts would 
| have given more time to the per- 
|'formers who me on later and 
| might have given the effect of bet- 
| ter pacing. 

The Charlivels, one of the more 
accomplished and versatile trios 
around, took up an undue amount 
of time. They performed a major 
portion of their regular nitery turn 
and still managed to maintain 
interest. Their dance, acro and in- 
strumental work showed up well, 
but for video’s purposes they could 
have gotten the same effect in less 
time. 

Mary Small, backed by her hus- 
band. Xic Mizzy, at the piano, sang 
a batch of her hubby’s composi- 
tions. In the context of the present 
time, the numbers seemed out- 
dated, especiallv her finale. a war- 
time number, “I Had a Little Talk 
|with the Lord.” Again, for the 

best interests of the show, less 
| time would have been in order. 

Jack Whiting and Audrey Mead- 
|ows combined for a graceful and 
| pleasant “I Still Get Jealous” with 

softshoe accomps in the musical 
| comedy tradition. It was a simple 
}and charming bit that went over 
| well. 

| Jimmy Edmundson (Prof. Back- 
| wards) had a corny but effective 
| bit with his backward writing. Paul 
| Sydeli & Smoothy were another 
|entertaining turn. His work with 
the pooches was cute and applause 
winning. Another brief turn was 
| Nicky Reed Davis, a_ paddle-ball 
expert, who can do amazing things 
with the toy. Stan Fisher's turn 
was split up in two parts. He har- 
monica’d “Jungle Fantasy” and 
|came back for “Roumanian Rhap- 
| sody” for good results. Jose. 


} 
| 








in the Middle of the 


“Man 
| Ocean,” adopted by Tad Mosel 
| from a New Yorker story by Dan- 


iel Fuchs, was the intriguing title 
of the excellent play presented 
| Sunday (8) on “Phileo TV Play- 
| house” over NBC-TV. It was an 
hour enjoyable both for the quality 
of the script, the intelligence of 
its dialog and the roster of top- 
|notch performances that brought 
| this simple story to life in vivid 
| and completely believable fashion. 
| Produced by David Susskind, the 
| yarn had rare simplicity and emo- 
| tional appeal. It was geared to 
;everyman's taste, without any sac- 
vifice in quality, and carried with 
it a rare degree of aud identi- 
fication. 

Story was about a middle-aged 
couple who have grown apart in 
the drab and humdrum ways of 


Fatal 


rence 


AXEL AND HIS DOG |: 

With Clelian Card, Don Stolz 
Producer-director: Harry Jones 
Writer: Card 

30 Mins.: Thurs., 5 p.m. 
Participating, 

WCCO, Minneapolis 


Moppets should get a kick out 
of this show which departs from 
the usual pattern somewhat by 
having dialectician Clellan Card, 
the station’s top risibility stirrer, 
helping to work on youngsters’ 
funnybones. 


Card engages in his comitalities 
in the amusing role of Axel, a 
Scandinavian treetop dweller, who 
speaks in bvoken English and holds 
conversations with his’ make-be- 
lieve Towser, portrayed by a veter- 
an actor, Don Stolz. He also 
comments humorously on the car- 
toon comedy films as they unspool 
and lets loose jokes and riddles 
likely to please the kiddies. 

The “dog” gesticulates with his 
paw, the only part of him that’s 
visible, whimpers and barks and 
otherwise lends laugh support to 
Axel. The latter’s shenanigans and 
running fire of small talk pave the 
way for conventional children's 
show tv cartoon film fare. From his 
treetop home Axel looks through 
his magic telescope to see the 
animals- disporting in the movies 
and adds his observations. 

It’s okay small fry stuff and rates 
a bow for an original idea well 
carried out. Rees. 


Lamb 


Continued from page 30 














that reports were made at meet- 
ings of the State Committee of the 
Party that Lamb had made visits 
to the State Chairman and made 
contributions to him. In _ 1948, 
agency further charged. Lamb con- 
tributed to the Party’s o-called 
“Defense Fund.” 


Despite Lamb’s_ sworn testi- 
mony, the Commission further 
charged that during the years 
1944-48 Lamb was “subject to 
Communist Party discipline and, 
for a time during the period 1947- 
48, the acting chairman of the 
Lucas County ‘Communist Party 
organizations was under official in- 
struction to contact Edward Lamb, 
among others, in the event the 
Party required his assistance.” 


The Commission further 
charged that, despite Lamb's 
sworn testimony, he was one of 
the speakers at a Communist dedi- 
cation of a new political headquar- 
ters and that he pledged and con- 
tributed money to its support. 


Agency wili also introduce into 
evidence at the hearings writings 
of Lamb, including his book, “The 
Planned Economy in Soviet Rus- 
sia.” It will also hold Lamb to ac- 
count for testimony he made before 
Federal Courts and the U. S. Sen- 
ate and for statements in newspa-. 
per advertisements that he was 
never a Communist. 

The resume was issued in re- 
sponse to Lamb's request for a bill 
of particulars of the charges 
against him. The Commission re- 
fused to disclose the names of wit- 
nesses who will testify, despite 
continued demands -by Lamb and 
pressure by the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee. 


Whether the hearings will go 
, ahead on Sept. 15 is still not cer- 
| tain. Lamb’s counsel, McGrath & 
Brown, feel that the resume of- 
fered by the Commission is a far 
‘ery from the bill of particulars 
' they contend they are entitled to. 

| “Unless we have more informa- 
| tion than is contained in the basic 
| allegations,” a member of the firm 
jtold Variety, “we don’t know 
what to refute. We feel it is ab- 
solutely necessary to know the 
names of the witnesses who will 


| testify.” 

















| 


daily living. Each in their own way 
have given up hope for a better 
| life—the man accepting it, the 
woman rebelling —when he _ 1S 
tempted ‘by graft. By this time 
they've forgotten how to talk (to 
; One another and each must work 
| out their own problem. 
| Larry Gates was outstanding 1” 
his part as the husband grasping 
for support. Perry Wilson drew 4 
vivid and intelligent portrayal as 
the wife and mother. Hers was te 
meatiest part and she exploited 
every ounce of its potential wit! 
a moving performance that was {ull 
of frustration and irritation. James 
Gregory shaped his role into tne 
strongest possible support and res- 
istered solidly as usual. David 
; Opatoshu is a sensitive actor wo 
never lets the play down. Kev!" 
Coughlin was good as the boy. D!- 
rection by Delbert Mann did full 
| justice to Mosel’s fine play. 41. 














1 





Wednesday, Auguet 11, 1954 _ VARIETY 85 





— 


Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade says: 


"So long for a while 


And presents a special summer service 












During its 12-week 
hiatus Your Hit Parade 
will list in this space 
the seven top tunes from 
Your Hit Parade Survey 


Here are your Lucky 7 tunes that 
you would have heard last Saturday 
night, as determined by Your Hit 
Parade Survey, which checks the 
best sellers in sheet music and 
phonograph records, the songs most 
heard on the air and most played 
on the automatic coin machines, 







1. Three Coins in the Fountain 









2. Hernando’s Hideaway 
3, Little Things Mean a Lot 
4. The Little Shoemaker 

5. Hey, There 

6. Sh-Boom 
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PL Be sure to watch Your Hit Parade’s summer replacement 
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Gales Offices: New York, Cincinnati, | 
Dayton, Columbus, Atlanta, Chicago i Ralph Feller. 
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IN NEW YORK... | 
Hilda Simms into daily format for WOV. To femcee “Ladies Day,” 
8:30 ayemer ... Fred Grunfeld, Mutual ‘Musical Almanac” and NBC’s 
“Collector’s Item” gabber, struck down by a horse last week, Recover- 
ing nicely . . . United Cerebral Palsy’s fifth anni on pO ges | a 
Evelyn Robinson, sister of Ray and jock for WOV, to Europe on six- 
week hiatus .. . Sholom Rubenstein, producer of WMGM's “American- 








Frank McCarthy last night (Tues.) announced the “State of the Nation” 
stanza on Mutual during which Rey Cohn guested. ae 
Pet Milk has bought first quarter-hour of Arthur Godfrey CBS show 


on alternating basis starting Aug. 31. . . 26-year old Freeman F. Gosden 
Jz., son of the Amos of “Amos ’n’ Andy,” stricken with polio in Mid- 
land, Tex., but reported recovering . .. Howard Weissman now handling 
Goodson-Todman ... WNBC’s Aliyn Edwards making on-the-air appeals 
for funds in behalf of 18-month-old daughter of jet pilot Capt. William 
Welland, killed in plane crash at Wantagh, L.1., last week. 


{IN CHICAGO... 


WMAQ’s femme commentator Mary Merryfield off on a month tour 


_of Europe with her tape recorder gathering material for her “Radio 


Journal” series . . . Tony and Dorothy Weitzel auditioned for the 
WBBM brass a late-night remote from the Conrad Hilton hotel .. . 
Gordon White and William Williams new Chi BBD&O veepees ... 


Jewish Caravan of Stars,” motoring cross-country ... Bertram Lebhar Johnny Desmond to guest on WMAQ-WNBQ's “New Dimensions” sim- 


Jr.. WMGM boss, in the American Contract Bridge League National 
Tournaments last week ... The Associated Blind underwriting a series 


of Wednesday night stanzas on WEVD, three of them to be done by 
coloratura Rosina Diaz... Larry Schwab Jr. as exec producer for 
Bernard L. Schubert. His first show to be Mutual’s “Tne Falcon” . 
Art Fleming subbing for Jack Gregson this month on the latter’s 
morning deejay segment on WABC .. . Richard M. Stone left his 
account exec post at Audio-Video Recording to join the station rep 
firm of Avery-Knodel in a similar capacity . . . Lots of vacation-subbing 
on the ABC news staff, with John MacVane taking over for John W. 
Vanderesok for three weeks and George Hamilton Combs and John 
Edwards pinchhitting for Martin Agronsky, also for three weeks .. . 
Gladys Tumber of ABC Radio Research and Jay Leon Schiller of the 
web's television research department crossed wires and got engaged. 

Arthur Austin leaving for Evanston, IIl., to handle radio-tv and news- 
reel coverage of World Council of Churches Assembly, Aug. 15-31, 
with President Eisenhower speaking on the 19th. Jane Orth will be 
in charge of N. Y. office .. . John M. Clifford, v.p. over personnel at 
NEC. named administrative veep, reporting to exec v.p. Robert Sarnoff. 

S'd Garfield, CBS exploitation director, to Hyannis, Mass., for three | 
weeks’ vacation ... WNBC vacationeers: Staff director Lee Jones in | 
Florida; production aide Helen Fitzpatrick in Spring Lake, N.J.; pro- 
motion writer Claude Callison in Florida; deejay Jim Coy in Kansas | 
City . . . WCBS general manager Carl Ward fishing at his Westport 
home; Bob Haymes back after two weeks of spearfishing in the Virgin | 
Islands; Jack Sterling’s daughter, Janie, back in St. Loo after spending 
several weeks here with her father; Martin Weldon back after three- | 
weeker ... WNBC’s Sandy Stewart switching from the Allyn Edwards 
show to Jack LaDelle's “Musical Scrapbook” ... Busy Lanny Ross: 
In addition to his WOBS cross-the-board “Showtimer” deejaying which | 
was launched Monday (9), the singer is appearing at Philly’s Poor | 
Richard Club today (Wed.), returns for his Thursday-Friday stanzas | 
and then skies to Cleveland for a Cleveland Symphony booking (13) 
. . . Bill Hickey will do the play-by-play and Howard Eaton the color | 
for the Ivy League football games aired on WCBS for Ford Dealers | 
this fall. : | 

WQXR gets its first jazz stanza on Aug. 16. Station, recognized as 
a major classical outlet, is picking up, via Coca-Cola sponsorship, a 
half-hour Mondays, with John S. Wilson, N.Y. Times jazz critic, and 
Metronome’s George Simon gabbing . . . Edith Dick, WWRL topper, | 
vacationing on Long Island ... Harry Jack has joined the sales staff 
of that same station. 


Walter Preston feting 30th year in radio with a special stanza Sat. 
(14) via WOR ... Harrison Products renewed for another four weeks 
on the “Shadow,” one of Mutual’s Sunday “multi-message” shots . . 


TV LURE CUES2D 
WIP EXIT IN PHILLY 


Philadedlphia, Aug. 10. 
| Lure of television is the reason | 
| behind one of local radio’s biggest | 
|deals in recent years, which will 
; Switch Mac McGuire, WIP’s top- 
rated wakeup disk jockey, to KYW, 
of the Westinghouse radio chain. 
KYW* General Manager Frank 
Tooke announced McGuire would 
|take over KYW’s “Musical Clock” 
show (6:30 to 9 a.m. weekdays) 
|““sometime this fall.” Acquisition 
{of McGuire will release Jack Pyle, 
KYW’s wakeup man, for an ex- 
|panded afternoon record: show. 
| McGuire is the second top per- 
sonality to ankle WIP, because of 
ithe call of the cameras. WPTZ is 
;}the Westinghouse local television 
/outlet and shares the same build- 
| ing with KYW. McGuire, who was 
} on a WPTZ night show in the early 
| days of television, had to-give it up 
| because of a clause in his WIP con- 
| tract. 





| 





















unexcelled 
program 
.. promotion 





|Facenda left WIP for a spot at 
| WCAU-TV. McGuire said his con- 
tract with KYW guarantees him the 
|right to do video work, and a 
| WPTZ official said they have sev- 


sell-powered 
merchandising : 


McGuire has been a top ranking 
record-man here for 10 years. 


SEE 


aaa Continued from page 26 


staff was decimated by three. Re- 
ported gone or going are Dick 
Eckler, Bill Marceau and Al John- 
ston. Marceau handled ‘Plain- 
clothesman” and Johnston was a 
news and special events director. 
Also one of the web staff indicated 
that the majority of current direc- 


CROSLEY 
GROUP . aty Of ¢ 
tors now are “doubling as super- 
vising producers on other shows” 


5 ae instead of the web looking for out- 





























that’s the 






pcre: : hide replacements. 
| wew yoied Three others were chopped from 
WLW-C a program facilities and one more 
quit. 
WLW-D | Dayion S : 
cit econd to Wynn’s post, the de- 
WLW-T | Cincinnati contuees ot diel Or ieean ‘and Art 











Wilo from publicity leave the big- 
gest holes. Other to go in a shake- 
jup of the pub department was 





Two years ago, newscaster John | 


|eral ideas in mind for the deejay. | 


ulcast tomorrow night (Thurs.)... Doug McKay, ex-U.S. Army, added 
to the WBBM production staff . . . WGN has set its third annual 


' mechanical corn-picking contest for Oct. 1-2 . . . Chicago Unlimited 


is sponsoring a softball game between radio and tv artisans Sunday 
(15) with Danny O’Neil and Vince Garrity recruting the teams... 
Wheatena and Rad Soap bought into WGN’s “Cliff Johnson Family” 
morning show ... WBBM news chief Julian Bentley and family vaca- 
tioning in Upper Michigan . . ; Chi Mutual sales manager Virgil Reiter 
addressed the Hammond, Ind., Kiwanis club last week . .. NBC farm 
commentator Everett Mitchell and freelance announcer Ken Nordine 
to narrate a special dramatic production at the World Council of 
Churches’ conclave in Evanston Aug. 22 . . . Shell Oil ordered 15 
one-minute blurbs weekly on WGN . .. WBBM announcer Dick Bing- 
ham vacationing in West Virginia . . . Keystone Broadcasting added 
another 10 affiliates to its string .. . Lowell Jacksom has rejoined ABC 
radio web, working out of the Chi office. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Pede Worth, KSBC program director injured setting up a swing for 
his kids, but luckily not seriously and is now back at his desk... 
George Hemmerle, ex-KSFO and KCBS salesman, joined KJBS, This 
makes three ex-KSFOers on the KJBS six-man sales staff . . . Mario 
Aliotto dropped his “Music by Mario” KGO-TV Sunday half-hour show 
.. . Dave Bogard, who recently joined KCBS’ sales promotion depart- 
ment, has ankled the office to join BBD&O as an account exec. He 
has been replaced by Edward Hayden who became a KCBS apprentice 
last year .. . Connie Halter, KCBS promotion writer, has been named 
sales promotion assistant . . . Bill Cullenward, KCBS press chief, vaca- 
tioning in Santa Cruz . . . KSFO was knocked off the air briefly by 
a Pacific Gas & Electric Co. trench digger which accidentally dug up 
an 11,000-volt cable supplying power to the station’s transmitter . . 
Harold P. See, manager of KRON-TV in Los Angeles, to address the 
B.M.I. clinic. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Peter R. Clapper, son of the late Raymond Clapper, has left radio 
station KFEL in Denver to join news staff of CBS radio . . . Stuart 
Finley, in cooperation with U.S. Public Health Service and local con- 
servation groups, currently producing a six-week public service tv 
series, “Our Beautiful Potomac,” documenting river health and recre- 
ation problems, over WNBW-NBC . . . WGMS, town’s “good music” 
radio station, broadcasting weekly outdoor concerts of U.S. Air Force 
Symphony Orch in their entirety ... WTOP-CBS radio-tv personality 
Mark Evans currently on a month taping and lensing tour of Africa 


- and Israel, with tapes being flown back for use on his daily shows. . 


“Pirate Bill,”” new moppet show emceed by Bill Wells over WMAL-ABC, 
has skyrocketed to top of the rating list for its time segment in its 
three weeks of teleeasting ... American Oil Co. sponsoring the away- 
from-home Washington Redskins football telecasts over WMAL-TV for 
eighth consecutive year; Bill Gibbons, station’s sports director, will do 


play-by-play announcing, with Bill Malone handling color commentary. 


IN DALLAS ... 


Gordon McLendon’s indie, KLIF, boasting via spot plugs of its top 
rank among indie _AMers nationally in Hooper’s June 8 a.m. to noon 
survey. Only 24-hour AM outlet here is also third in the U.S. in the 
noon to 6 p.m. slot and fourth ranking indie in the nighttime ratings, 
Monday through Friday ... John Allen, veteran WFAA announcer, 
bowed his own cross-the-board deejay show, 1-2 p.m....KIXL general 
manager Charles Payne reported over 4,600 entries received during 
station’s recent “‘Think It Over” contest ... KIXL now airing weather 
réports in musical format, with a vocal foursome relaying weather 
bulletins . . . Local Junior Bar Assn. airing a weekly 15-minute series, 


“The Law and You,” on KRLD, explaining legal problems at the lay- |& 
- KWBC, 1,000-watt Negro-Mexican AMer, operated | 


man’s level . 
by Associated Broadcasters, Ine., celebrates its first anni this fall ... 
WFAA-TV, with an FCC okay, will increase its radiated power to 
274,000 watts ... Indie agent Chie Scoggins inked a deal to book WFAA 
and WFAA-TV artists for one-nighters. 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Wendy Phillips, WIP’s women’s director, has entered Germantown 
Hospital for two weeks, tape-recording her daily shows at the hospital 
. . . Ed Harvey, WCAU staffer, is lining up team of radio-tv person- 
alities to play local sportswriters and columnists in a strictly non- 
regulation baseball game at Connie Mack Stadium, Aug. 25... In 
response to appeal on his KYW evening newscast, John Franklin 
received enough calls to furnish two weeks supply of blood to a 
young victim of hemophelia in Jefferson Hospital . .. George Marsh- 
man, promoter of stock car races at Municipal Stadium, has cancelled 
his weekly Friday night telecasts of races over WPTZ. Show was 
unsponsored and Marshman picked up tab ... Cal Jones, director 
has been named an executive producer at WPTZ... Joe Grady and 
Ed Hurst, co-emcees of WPEN’s “950 Club,” received certificate of 
award for public service work from the National Convention of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. Framed certificate contained wood chip 
from the original beams used in construction of Independence Hall. 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


WXEL’s Maggi Wulff pacted Nu-Soft tv commercials .. . Nancy 
Dixon off WNBK and Phoebe Wecht, who emceed show, now on Euro- 
pean junket ... WGAR’s top flack Robert Smith moved into new sub- 
urban home . . . Plain Dealer radio-tv editor George Condon soon 
New York City bound ... Tom Manning will do Ohio State football 
| games again on WTAM ... Sid Andorn started fifth year over WXEL 
_. . + Rumors continue WHK will sell to Storer interests*. .. WNBK 
reports adding 6,000 new viewers through master antenna in Mead- 
ville, Pa.... WERE’s Bill Randle called into Sheppard murder mystery 
to tell of his association with defendant Sam Sheppard... Cleveland 
Symphony, minus radio-tv stint in 1953, reported $36,437 deficit com- 
pared to previous year when radio and record royalties were up 
Joe Mayer left WDOK for WSRS pending Bob Forster’s hiatus |” 
| WIW's Barbara Reikert nominated for Press Club board of directors. 


'IN OMAHA... 


| Steve Shepherd filling in for vacationing Ed Morgan on ’ 
play-by-play of Omaha Cardinal baseball games. cane poet gt 


this week to finish season although he will move over to KOWH as 
i (Continued on page 38) 


Lotsa Personnel Static > 
On Frisco KPFA FM’er 
(Loyalty Oath Station) 


San Francisco, Aug. 10. 
Five top officials of the listener. 
sponsored non-commercial FM sta- 
tion, KPFA, in Berkeley resigned 
over the weekend because the ex- 
ecutive committee of Pacifica 
Foundation, which owns the sta- 


tion, invited its former chief to 
return. 


KPFA made headlines recently 
by filing an objection with the Fcc 
against the proposed “loyalty oath” 
regulations on radio operators’ li- 
censes. They were the only radio 
station to do so. The station also 
made news last spring when it 
broadcast a program of a group of 
marijuana smokers discussing the 
weed which resulted in the resigna- 
tion of a group of the station's ad 
visory committee. 

Involved in he current hassle. 
which is the latest public sign of 
smoldering intercine feud, are pub- 
lic affairs director Wallace Hamil- 
ton; William Trieste, program co- 
ordinator; Roy Kepler, promotion 
manager; Watson Alberts, engineer 
and Bruce Harris, chief engineer, 
All of them resigned effective Aug. 
13. 

The former chief invited to re- 
turn is Lewis Hil, guiding spirit 
in the formation of the station who 
had resigned almost a year ago. 
Whether or not Hill will accept 
the station offer .is not known and 
a decision is expected this week. 

The station’s grant from the 
Ford Foundation, it’s only income 


-|other than subscriptions, has been 


held up pending a settlement of its 
internal friction. 


Stock Exchange Coin 

Paine, Webber, Jackson & Curtis 
is following the ad pattern set by 
other N. Y. stock exchange outfits 
by starting a radio campaign in 
four major markets on Sept. 13. 

Bought were a _ six-day news 
show via WQXR, N. Y., three five 
minute shows weekly via WBZ- 
WBZA, Boston, and WWJ, Detroit, 
and spots via WMAQ, Chicago. 
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Piano ® Organ ® Celeste 
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TEXACO STAR THEATRE 


Saturdays 


Mgt.: William Morris Agency 

















come Y OUR woemmaetommnn rn 
NEXT JINGLE 


Should be sung . . . or written by 
LANNY & GINGER GREY 
“JINGLES that don’t Jangle” 


Write for Brochure 
70 EAST 96th ST., New York 28 
ENright 9-7777 














SHARE APARTMENT 
WEST END AVE. 80's 
Beaut. 8-room apt., 1-2 girls—$135.00 
per month, TV set and pieno inept. 
References required. Call WAtkins 

4-1855. : 
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~. Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


Gerry Gross-Norman Baer 
rolific in N.Y., is now working 


packaging outfit, one of the more 
out two sports segments following 


the success of their WNBT “Junior Champions” show. One is a 


“Juvenile 


Hall of Fame” tv’er, which would spotlight praiseworthy 


-oungsters throughout the country. Juves, selected by viewers’ mail, 
wn pe flown to.N.Y., with background shots being filmed at their 
homes. Other show is “Lucky Scores,” a vidversion of the newspaper 
football score-guessing contests. Contest cards, to be mailed in, would 
be made available at neighborhood stores, with winners announced 
on the air on a post-football segment. 





The March 28 stanza of WNBC’s (N. Y.) “Anthology,” which fea- 


tured the appearance of William 


Carlos Williams, is to be included 


in a special reference collettion of his works for the public library 
of Rutherford, N. J., the poet’s hometown. 





Item in the last issue about a’ 


New York secretary who can get 


only channel 2 on her receiver was correct in every respect but the 
call letters, which should have been credited to WCBS-TV. 














—_— 


Tex & Jinx 


———— Continued from page 2 —_—— 


edly gave the McCrarys the lion’s 
share of the commercial take, and 
since NBC admittedly “made a bad 
deal” spokesmen for the station 
observe that “it’s a two-way street; 
we're entitled to make some money 
too, and if the only way to do so 
is to cut down the time and spread 
it around more, that’s good busi- 
ness. After all, that’s what we are 
in business for.” 


NBC also has other views on 
McCrary’s political tangents; and 
they point to the pro-and-contro- 
versial mail it gets when the ex- 
chief editorial writer for the N. Y. 
Daily Mirror takes sides, etc. 

Back As a Byliner in Fall 


McCrary is admittedly a news- 
paperman at heart. He will see his 
byline back in a metropolitan New 
York daily this fall, he admits, but 
denies any editorial or manage- 
ment linking with the M. Y. Herald 
Tribune. “When I did a Korea 
story it was syndicated by the 
Mirror and the Hearst papers, but 
nary a word from NBC, for whom I 
did it in the first place.” NBC 
spokesmen aver that politics and 
lofty issues, especially during their 
early afternoon video show, are not 
for the housewives; that the chit- 
chat Mrs. McCrary (Jinx Falken- 
burg) is more to the matrons’ re- 
quirements. 

The McCrarys. this week are sort 
of playing “a week’s guest engage- 
ment in our own house,” says Mc- 
Crary, “and maybe it should be 
spelled ‘guessed,’ because it’s any- 
body’s guess what will happen by 
next week when we are supposed 
to resume on tv and our late-hour 
show.” 


For the past five years the Mc- | 


- 
Da 


LOOK WHO’S HERE 
With Jerry Bundsen 
30 Mins.; Sat., 5-5:30 p.m. 
ARTHUR MURRAY STUDIOS 
KVSM, San Mateo 

Jerry - Bundsen, assistant to 
Frisco columnist Herb Caen, has 
been conducting a sharp interview 
program on KGO-TV and when the 
latter station curtailed its summer 
schedule, Bundsen switched the 
show to radio. It now emanates 
from the Sir Francis Drake Star- 
light Room where it is taped dur- 
ing the week and broadcast on 
Saturdays. 


Bundsen is a razor sharp inter- 
viewer, with a sound knowledge of 
show biz and general news and a 
sense of timeliness like a Pulitzer 
Prize reporter. When dialed he had 
Don Smith, radioman on the raft 
Lehi, whose s.o.s. kicked off the 
recent search for the Honolulu- 
bound expedition and was a front 
page local story. In addition, there 
were a pair of skaters from the 
Ice Follies, Joaquin Garay, cur- 
rently headlining the show at 
Bimbo's, and Herb Richards, Coast 
manager for sponsor Arthur Mur- 
ray. 

Bundsen is an unusually good 
interviewer, asking leading ques- 
tions and allowing the interviewers 
to talk, which in itself is some- 
thing of a novelty. He obviously 
had prepared his line of question- 
ing and brought out unexpected 
points about each guest. In the 
case of Radioman Smith the sub- 
ject was delicate as it might, have 
developed into a personality blast 
against Smith’s raftmates, but 
Bundsen handled it neatly, con- 
trolling the conversation with skill. 

The commercial for Arthur Mur- 
ray was given in the form of an 
interview with Richards and this 
device, which could be deadly, 
turned out to be bright as a penny 
in this instance. Bundsen brought 
out facts and anecdotes on the 
Arthur Murray setup overseas and 
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Crarys have had no agent. Miss |on the West Coast which were not 
patkenoere awe ey the Wil- | only a good plug for the tab payer 
lam Morris office and for a brief, but made _ interesting listening. 
time, when Ted Ashley left Morris | This looks like oné of the best of 
= fe re his own, he represented oe ee senenaee shows and a 
e McCrarys, so the MCA hookup | 800d bet for a major station. 
is the first major representation | Rafe. 
they have had, says he. Technical- | smu 








IRON ORE IN ’54 
Producer: Norman McBain 
3@ Mins., Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBC, from Toronte ~~ 


After four years’ wrestling with 
turbulent rivers, muskeg, moun- 
tain, ice and snow, a Canadian- 
started but largely U.S.-financed 
project (Iron Ore Co. of Canada) 
came to fruition July 31; and next 
night on its weekly ‘Canadian 
Scene” over the Trans-Canada Net- 
work, Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
presented a bangup story—mostly 
recorded, on-the-spot, excellent 
actuality—on it. (They did the 
Same two years ago, halfway along 
the project.) 


Iron ore had been rolling for a 
day down the 360 miles from Knob 
Lake (now regrettably bowdlerized 
to Shefferville, in honor of the 
Bishop of Newfoundland) to Seven 


Islands on the St. Lawrence, and 
CBC’s crew accompanied a diese!- 
drawn load, recording sounds 
changing from plateau to winding 
mountain-face rock out to gorge- 
Spanning bridge to dynamite- 
blasted tunnel to lowland straight- 
away to docks and the ore carriers 
shipping most of it direct to the 
steel mills of Cleveland. 


Brief historical rundown covered 
the last-century finding of the 
fabulous lode (417,000,000 tons of 
ore near the surface and ready to 
ship right out, besides~ millions 
more lower-grade), its rediscovery 
by an Indian, and the hectic fi- 
nancing—its cost nearly a quarter 
of a billion so far. Actuality then 
picked up sounds of machines of 
all kinds, with some vivid descrip- 
tions like ‘‘takes a room-size bite,” 
and a wide assortment of men, 
plus a foreman’s wife in the heart 
of Ungava, who said -she liked it 
fine—they get movies flown in for 
showing almost every night in the 
big dining hall. A rich assortment 
of voices ranged from the deep 
base of Bob Ross, a Seven Islands 
fur trader whose business, unlike 
everyone’ else’s’ there, hasn't 
boomed a bit, to the nasal draw! of 
Charlie Hoyt, boss of the airlift 
which had to fly everything except 
some of the lumber in to Knob 
Lake; and a couple of songs from 
work gangs of Newfoundlanders 
and French-Canadians up the line. 

They gave the rattling whir of 
the helicopter that gets men in 
where no other aircraft can, but 
not the voice of its pilot, salty 
Hank Gates. 


They also missed Imperial Oil 
Co.’s head man in Seven Islands 
(which had 104 inches of snow that 
winter), ruddy Bill Moroney, for- 
mer Alberta cowboy, Montreal 
jeweller ad operator of a sawmill 
backed by the late notorious “Legs” 
Diamond. And Norman Delmage, 
Knob Lake boss who almost 
drowned trying to rescue Defense 
Minister Brooke Claxton’s 19-year- 
old son last summer when the 
savage river current swept him to 
his death -while_ trout-fishing— 
| Delmage who, asked “What's the 
big attraction here—money?” re- 
plied, “‘That’s the only bloody at- 
traction I can think of!” Gard. 


LANNY ROSS’ SHOWTIME 

With Ross, Milton Kaye 

Director: Jim Brown 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 4:30 p.m. 
Participating 

WCBS, New York 

Coincidental with the ankling of 
Emily Kimbrough from WCBS, the 
CBS N.Y. flagship has realigned its 
afternoon schedule to make it vir- 
tually an all-music lineup. Lanny 
Ross, the vet singer-emcee, who 
joined the station at about the time 
Miss Kimbrough announced her 
departure, has been slotted into the 
4:30-5 strip, between Galen Drake 
and John Henry Faulk. 

Ross fits nicely into the pattern. 
Although somewhat new to the 
deejay trade, his taste in pop disks 
ranks with the best, and the result 
is a soothing half-hour of good 
music. He’s easy in his between- 
disks patter, and his voice, which 
he uses on occasion, is vibrant as 
ever. He’s backed in easy fashion 
by Milton Kaye on piano. 

Entire show could prove a pleas- 
ing entry to the housefrau audi- 
ence, and there’s only one depart- 
ment where some improvement is 
needed. Ross had a little trouble 
on the preem with his live com- 
mercials, faltering in the reading 
a couple of times. This, however, 
should prove no problem to a vet 
radioite like Ross, and in a little 
time he should be blurbing with 
the best of ’em. Chan. 


HAUNTED STUDIO 
With Don Gillies, others 
Producer: Peter Macfarlane 
Designer: Rudi Dorn 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBC, from Toronto 

This second of a series of six | 
stems from a dry run that got its | 
feet wet, eight months ago, going | 
on as a last-minute sub and draw- | 
ing some mail. It’s a nice offbeat 
show, still not completely jelled 
but showing a lot of imagination. 
Enough pop stuff to fight off the 
“longhair” label—and too much 
for taste at a couple of points. 

No credits of any kind on this 
stanza, which opens with femme 





IF WAR SHOULD COME 
With Stew MacPherson, 

others 
Producer: V. A. T. Linder 
Director-writer: Jim Bormann 
15 Mins.: Tues. & Thurs., 6:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCCO, Minneapolis 

Increasingly refusing to play sec- 
ond fiddle to interloper tv, at least 
as far as local public service and 
promotion are concerned, WCCO 
again comes through with a dilly. 
This time it’s johnny-on-the-spot 
in presenting a transcribed eight- 
part series designed to arouse the 
citizenry to the danger of eventual 
air attack, to provide it with the 
civil defense facts of life and to 
enlist cooperation and participa- 
tion in such defense. 


The enterprising station, ever 
alert to timely and vital problems 
which should be of deep concern 
and interest to the populace, sent 
Stew MacPherson, one of its top 
news and special events staffers, 
on a 6,000-mile trip through Alaska 
to gather the material for this fac- 
tual report on particular phases of 
the continental defense program. 
Carrying the indorsement of Min- 
nesota Gov. C. E. Anderson and the 
state’s civil defense director Col. 
E. B. Miller, the presentation, judg- 
ing by the initial show, is well 
calculated to help achieve better 
defense preparedness by shaking 
many people out of their present 
apathy and indifference. 

MacPherson, a most capable and 
effective reporter as well as nar- 
rator, tape recorded some of his 
material during the long trek 
through Alaska. The first of the 
series included the recording of a 
briefing given by Col. Miller to re- 
porters on the dangers inherent in 
the present world situation and 
what must be done here to cepe 
with them. The civil defense direc- 
tor declared an eventual Russian 
air attack upon the U. S. is inevi- 
table and he detailed the manner 
in which it’s planned to meet the 
aggression. He described the Soviet 
air strength and emphasized that 
more money and defense volun- 
teers must be forthcoming. 

A tape recording of a recent lo- 
cal practice alert, with the sounds 
of screening sirens, blasting bombs 
and whistling jets supplying dra- 
matic realism, helpeed to bring 





voice singing a ghostly, wordless | home what the future may hold in 


air, while camera dollies in to stu-| store. MacPherson also vividly de- | 


dio, apparently deserted. Picks up scribed some of his harrowing ex- 
a floor shadow, then a guy with a/| periences in World War II during 
hat and a cigaret who says softly,| bombings of London where he was 
“Looking for someone?” plus a few | engaged in BBC radio. He made 
eerie words. In through the belly | it clear how much more destructive 
of a squatting Chinese god, camera|the atomic and hydrogen bombs 
finds a girl in evening gown and_ will be than the blockbusters that 
long black gloves, mournfully | terrorized Britain. ; ; 
chanting “Happiness Is a Thing During his 6,000-mile journey, 
Called Joe.” Leaves her, wanders | MacPherson traveled as close as 
around the piles of props till it | possible to the Russian bases near 
turns up a trombonist sitting sadly | Alaska from which the enemy will 
playing “‘Tis Autumn.” launch their planes against us and 
Again the guy with the hat, talk- | his description of the situation and 


ing at a table to an unseen listener. 
Mood is then shattered by a stand- 
ard male vocal quartet frenetically 
crooning “I Get a Kick Out of You” 
—not so bad in silhouette but | 


his outline of the likely Soviet air 
invasion provided plenty of food 
for thought. Rees. 





Milwaukee — Announcer Paul 


mostly lights full up. Then a fellow | Skinner has departed WTMJ after 


sweeping the _ floor, whistling. 


a 12-year hitch to become general 


Knocks jack-in-the-box off piano it| manager of WHBL. Sheboygan. 


reminds him of his kid; he sings! Larry Clark is returning to the 


” 








ly, their contract expired ‘last | 
April, and they have been talking 
renegotiation ever since, It is here 
that McCrary observes, “We can 
sell beer, and groceries, nostrums 
and gadgets, but apparently we 
can't sell ourselves right to NBC, 
so Sonny Werblin rightly told us 


1 Promotion Setup 








=a Continued from page 30 = 


‘and proper to effectuate” the 
|group’s forestated purposes. 
| Information from TVAB_ and 


ARTHUR FIEDLER PRESENTS 
With Arthur Fiedler 

30 Mins.; Sun. 12; 12:30 p.m. 
KEAR, San Mateo 

| Currently in San Francisco con- 
| ducting a series of Pops perform- 
|!ances of the San Francisco sym- 





now to ‘take all calls but make no NARTB execs at the meetings of | Phony, Arthur Fiedler turned up 


move,’ and while we have scrupu- 
lously refrained from talking else- 
Where, now we may have to.” 
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|last week was carefully stated -to 
make clear that TVB’s undertak- 
jings would be ‘performed in be- 
|half of television in its entirety.” 
|The meeting was a result of a pro- 
posed merger some weeks ago, af- 
ter TVAB and NARTB announced 


separate plans for a tele promotion | 


outfit. TVAB, supported by the 
Station Representatives Assn., was 
looking for a group comprised of 
stations, with networks omitted. 
NARTB, naturally, sought a more 
inclusive group, such as the one it | 
helped organize for radio a few | 
years ago, Broadcast Advertising 
Bureau. | 

Two general areas of work for 
TVB will be those services “per- | 


|formed in behalf of members” and 
|“those supplied directly to mem- 


| bers.” 


In the first realm, TVB 


|'as a longhair diskjockey on this 
; classical music station with a 
| bright and entertaining Sunday 
| half-hour that should pick up a lot 


| of extra listeners. 

| Fiedler has a, polished, urbane 
voice, an easy, knowing delivery 
and sounds like he had been spin- 
ning platters instead of waving a 
baton all his life..When dialed (1) 


| he was running down some selec- 


tions of his Boston Pops orch on 


| RCA Victor disks with special em- 


phasis on the lighter numbers such 
as “Look Sharp,” his most recent 
release. He interspersed the intro- 
ductions to the records with back- 


| of-the-scene comments on the in- 


strumentalists and arrangers and 
gave the audience the sort of off- 
the-record patter about the plat- 
ters that should be right up the 
longhair collector’s alley. This sort 
of extra-curricular task could 


| will “forcefully promote the use of | prove a most effective promotional 


|television” generally. 


Therefore, | gimmick in any city where Fiedler 


|an overall presentation will be dis-| is appearing. He’s a pretty crewcut 


} 
| 
| 
j 


tributed to agencies and sponsors; | 
facts and figures on tv (histories 


lof all kinds of tv advertising) will 





be disseminated; regional clinics 
will be held; “personal” confer- 
ences with agencies: contact with 
trade associations in other fields 
to implement sales and direct mail | 
campaigns. P 

TVB offices will be situated in| 
New York, per a suggestion at the | 
meeting. A fulltime prexy and | 
a group of sales directors, modelled | 


longhair and has a fine radio per- 
sonality. Rafe. 





Jameson for CBS Specs 


Marshall Jameson has_ been 
pacted by CBS-TV program veepee 
Hubbell Robinson Jr. to work on 
spectaculars and specials for the 
web during the upcoming season. 

Jameson has had a number of 
Broadway credits as aide to Joshua 


to some degree after BAB's raped oo and Leland Hayward, the 
] 


be hired. 


atter in NBC's spec stable. 


“Hushabye,” a minor melody, with | 
unseen femme counterpoint. 
Gard. 


cela apy Journal stations’ an- 
nouncefry after two years in sales 
promotion. 
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from other open microphones. 
Technicians point out that mosv 
premises currently used for tele- 


casting were not built for that pur-| 


thea- 


pose but were. radio studios, 
the | 


tres or halls to start with. Even 
Televis , City built in Los 


and the studios are regarded as 


far-from-ideal for musical balance. | 


Technicians again point out that | 


such “balance” means much more, 
in video than in radio terms since | 
the arrival of an audience at show 
time can markedly alter the bal- | 
ance. 

Acoustically the radio studio was | 
an ideal setup for music but sel-| 
dom or ever does the tv studio pro- | 
vide the conductor or arranger with | 
anything but a headache. As many | 
as 20 mikes may be open during a| 
program and the music acquires a | 
“rain barreli” sound. The audio, 
engineer typically is too busy with 
the booms centered on the stars, 
the action and the picture to give 
any but the most suverficial atten- 


tion to the musie which once got! 


such tender handling in radio. In 
consequence, television producers, 
under existing realities, prefer to 
use recorded musical bridges which 
are on a turntable in the contro! 
room and thus “sealed off” from 
leakage. 

Part of the paradox-of skyrocket- 
ing production costs in bigtime 
television is that one of the “econ- 
omies” is practiced with regard to 
the music. Hence the plight of the 
special arrangers, since televis‘on 
has taken the play away from radio 
without supplanting radio as an 
arrangers’ market. 

Liebman Comes Closest 

The situation is pretty downbeat 

at present but in time to come it 


Continued from page 31 





An- | 


, nent floors | 
geles by CBS has cer |manner may be another. But for 





music now originating in New 
York. That is as it may be. So, 
too, with regard to what’s needed 
in the fu’ure to restore arranging 
to its lost prosperity. Studios built 
for tv wiih adequate control of 
mike leaks may be one answer. 
Pre-recording in the Hollywood 


the time being a quip of conductor 
Harry Sosnik is perhaps the most 
pat summation of the problem: 
“Television put music back 20 
years into the vaudeville pit.” 
Much that was learned and per- 
fected in radio has so far not been 
transferred to television, where the 
overworked and cost-groggy pro- 


| ducers felt that other things had 


priozity. Meanwhile, the breed of 
arrangers broods on former for- 
tune and dreams ahead to a distant 
day when genii with the light 
green lettuce will return again. 
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Saturday (14) . . . Malt-O-Meal has 
bought 39 plugs on NBC-TV’s 
“Today” for three-week promotion 
starting Sept. 27... Paul Tripp- 
hosted “Carousel” (WCBS-TV) will 
preview next Saturday (21) the 
N. Y. Vacation Playgrounds sum- 
mer circus events, finals of which 
will be held at Newtown High- 
schoo! on Aug. 24. He’ll highlight 
the most interesting segments of 
the sawdust stanza. 

Telen O’Donnell, asst. casting 
director of “Studio One,” leaving 
the CBS’er Aug. 20 for hometown 
Louisville to marry George Barnes, 


announcer at WDSU-TV, New 
Orleans. Incidentally, “Studio 
One” is solidly represented in 


Europe. Eugene Cines is in London 





is hoped that some showman or 
showmen will add values of mu- 
sical “brilliance” to a popular pro- 
gram and open the decor again for 
special arrangements. Max Lieb- 
man’s “Show ef Shows” in the re- 
cent past came closest to the rad’o 
type of opulent arranging but it’s 
poined out that Liebman has en- 


joyed something like carte bianche | 
as to budget ard rehearsal time. | 


Too often in tv the musical conduc- 
tor is granted a paltry 29 minutes 
or half-hour to “balance” or “re- 
balance” and then under awkward 
conditions. Often, too, the conduc- 
tor, working a lighted haton, is 
half a block from the actors and 
not always in direct visual range 
of the control room. 

Best special musie arranging to- 
day is in (1) phonograph recording 
and (2) what’s left of radio bigtime. 
Both operate under conditions per- 
mitting mastery of the toral total- 
itv. Television music tends to suffer 
from diffusion of sourd, leakages 
from the great number of mikes 
needed ‘as against radio’s relative- 
lv small number) and a_ certain 
muddiness. Studiowise conductors 
have pointed out that the visual 
preoccupation of the viewers as 
well as the director and floor crew 
tends to “distract” attention. In 
short dull music is less noticed on 
video than was dull music in radio. 

Leith Stevens from the west 
coast has been a leader in organ- 
izing the music arrangers. Arthur 
Schwartz and Deems Taylor have 
been acting partly as “fronts.” 
Group is expected to seek a more 
active support this fall from the 
AFM. Joe Glover has recently spo- 
ken of arrangers talent and trein- 
ing going into “the building of a 
literature which is 
used for the financial gain of 
others” with no retuen save the 
original employment fee for the 
arranger. Majority of arrangers 
have no social security stotus since 
(with the exception of those em- 
ployed at networks) they are not 
treated as employees but as con- 
tractors. Shut out from unemploy- 
ment insurance the plight of many 
arrangers today is pathetic. 

However, many studio crafismen 


think that the arrangers @an bene- | 


fit only as and when the Hollywood 


film studio technique of “pre- 
recording” is more generally 
adopted in television. Donald, 


O’'Connor’s song and dance rou- 
tines on tv are given this treat- 
ment. His music, voice and taps 
go out over the air from a tape 
played in the control room, the 
cameras picking him up on the 
stage in simulated lip sync, pre- 
cisely as in a screen musical. 
Professional opinion classifies 
television music frem Hollywood as 
somewhat superior to television 


oI8 0 


continuously | 


|arranging for more recordings of 
|his pops by Melodisc, while produc- 
jer Felix Jackson’s musicomedy, 
i*The Journalists,” first produced 
jin Berlin in 1932, is a click revival 
at the Schiller Theatre there. 
, Jackson wrote book and _ lyrics, 
| Theo Mackeben the music. 


| 


Chicago _ 
Charles Powers checks off as} 
| producer - director of CBS-TV’s | 
i‘“Welcome Travelers’ at month’s | 
jend . Over 300 agency and client 
jreps attended WGN-TV’s “Film 
Festival” showcasing of currently 
;available_ telefilm product last 
| week Cliff Soubier, head clown 
lon ABC-TV’s “Super Circus.” on a| 
|Canadian fishing junket . Quaker | 
Oats for the fourth season is stay- | 
| ing aboard “Zoo Parade” on NBC- 
iTV on a_two-weeks-out-of-three 
| basis Chunky Chocolate Corp. 
/bought the Abbott & Costello vid- | 
| pix series for a run cn WNBQ 
| Starting in October... Ulmer Turn- 
ner’s midafternoon news squibs on 
WBKB sold to Carnation ..Ed 


- 


bisco, a McCann-Erickson account, 
that came in the. last minute to 
make the network venture possible. 
The Harvester billings are split 
four ways between Burnett, Mc- 
Cann, Young & Rubicam, and Au- 
brey, Finkay, Marley & Hodgson, 
with the usual inter-agency jockey- 
ing for the client’s favor. It’s still 
being worked out just how the 
“Ivy” billings will be booked but 
it’s likely that Burnett will handle 
the show itself with the other agen- 
cies cut in for the various products. 
(Y&R has long been associated 
with “Ivy,” having launched it on 
radio for the Schlitz brewery). 
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Red Buttons on CBS. “Party” is 
going over to ABC Wednesday for 
Remington and Knomark. 


High in the Goodson & Todman 
sweepstakes is Herb Shriner’s “Two 
For the Money,” which with an 
Old Gold $12,000 production and 
talent tag is perhaps the costliest 
in the quiz biz. Slotted between 
Jackie Gleason and ‘‘My Favorite 
Husband” on Columbia, it’s in one 
of the most enviable spots and was 
credited with an assist in knocking 
“Show of Shows” out of the box. 
(Shriner will have Imogene Coca 
against him next season.) Pack- 
ager’s other gamecocks are “Beat 
the Clock,” backed by Sylvania, 
and “It’s News to Me,” summer 
sub for Ed Murrow’s “Person to 
Person” along with the identical 
sponsors. But there’s no news yet 
on a fall time slot for ‘“News.” 
(Curiously, of G&T’s six shows the 
only one clearly out of the run- 
ning at the moment as far as the 
immediate future is concerned is 
the ABC-slotted ‘Name’s. the 
Same.” The other five G-T quizzers 
are under the Columbia banner.) 


There'll be at least a dozen 
guesstanzas on the tv webs next 
season, with ABC’s seven leading 
the pack (“Break the Bank” for 
Dodge, with sustaining “Dr. I. Q.” 
ahead of it, and “20 Questions” for 
Florida Citrus in addition to those 
previously mentioned). There’s a 
“for sale” tag on Jimmy Nelson’s 
new show, ‘Take My Word,” a 
Monday at 8 starter. CBS has five 
quizzolas in camp and NBC appar- 
ently will go it with a single, 
Groucho Marx’s “Bet Your Life,” 
not counting the co-op “Who Said 
That.” The Marx show, sole big- 
time quiz on film, placed third in 
ARB’s Top 10 for July. As a matter 
of fact, two others in the ask-me- 
another class were in the “dream 
circle’—“I’ve Got a Secret” (sixth) 
and “What’s My Line” (eighth). 

Industryites may not like the 
trend, but quizzers seem to get 
there fastest with the leastest. 





From the Production Centers 


Continued from page 36 


enti 
a salesman after baseball season . . . World Distributing Co. of Cieve. 
land took over sponsorship of KFAB’s “Later Show” . . . KRVN, Lex. 
ington, Neb., will furnish the free acts for Hall County Fair Aug, 
25-27 at Grand Island . . . Frontier Broadcasting Co. of Cheyenne 
last week applied to FCC for a tv station on channel 10 at Scottsblug 
Neb. Frontier, op of KFBC-TV in Cheyenne, plans to rebroadcast its 
channel 5 shows on the Scottsbluff outlet . . . Ernest Sanders, manager 
of WOC and WOC-TV at Davenport, has been named new prexy of 
the Iowa Broadcasters Assn. Group joined the National Assn. of Radio 
and Television Broadcasters’ stand against the Bryson Bill which pro- 
poses abolition of alcoholic beverage advertising. st 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


Here for the international Anglican Conference, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury appeared on WTCN radio’s Sunday “Episcopal Hour” 
show . . . Mel Jensen, Minneapolis Star-Tribune newspapers’ adver. 
tising sales department member for 14 years, an addition to the WMIN- 
TV sales staff .. . Bob DeHaven, WCCO personality, now doing 22 
programs weekly on tv and radio... Ailen Jackson originated two 
of his CBS radio network newscasts this week from WCCO here and 
had Minnesota Governor C. A. Anderson as his guest on one of them 
. « « WMIN-TV having its annual kids’ day this week at Excelsior 
Amusement Park, a tieup with a local chain food store outfit which 
distributes free tickets to all rides. The video station puts on a stage 
show ... When KSTP-TV starts carrying the NBC network “Tonight” 
Sept. 27 late week evening movies will be eliminated to make room 
for it, and, say station officials, “without regret” .. . Macalester College 
here to offer new “Writing for Radio and Tv” course this fall. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Al Nobel and the E.Z.C. Ranch Gals booked for personals at Kenny- 
wood Park on Labor Day. . . Everett Neill has checked out as pianist 
and leader of the trio which backs Sun Drug Co.’s half-hour musical, 
“Rhythm Rendezvous,” on. WDTV Thursday nights and Bobby Cardillo 
has taken over . . . Peter Thornton, publicity director for WENS, has 
bought his first home, in Ruthfred Acres ... Ricky Wertz, Playhouse 
actress, and Tom Borden, program director of Channel 16, will tie 
the knot Saturday (14) . .. Ginger Brock retiring to await the stork 
and Florence Sando takes over the commercials on “Heart of the City” 
series on WDTV. Miss Brock, however, continues for remainder of 
summer to do the sales pitch on Ethel Barrymore stories for Di-Dee 
Service, a natural for her under the circumstances ... Jimmy Murray, 
manager of KQV, has taken his wife and three of their children to 
the Poconos for a couple of weeks . . . Bill Dowling, program manager 
for WEDO, called back by the army for another hitch . . . Homer Lin- 
nert just started his 13th year as studio control engineer at WJAS. 


+ gears 
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“Santa’s North Pole Revue” takes 








over the 5 p.m. slot in September. 
The “Jungle Adventure” vidpix 
series winds up the kids’ time 
at 5:15. 

On the entertainment side, Quin- 
lan plans in September to unveil 
sports gabber Tom Duggan in,a 
midafternoen audience participa- 
tiun show four days a week from 
the Civic Theatre. 
mornings will be the Danny O'Neil 
musical-variety cross-the-boarder. 

Slated to be axed to make room 
from the new projects are Claude 
Kirschner’s aud - participationer; 
Tommy Bartlett’s interview show: 
the “Swingalong” musical stanza; 
Stuart Brent’s gabfest, and “Cook- 
ery Magic.” 


a — 
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Continued from page 26 
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Pazdur new editor of the Chi edi- 
tien of TV Guide WBKB direc- 


| sell for the advertisers. 








Continued from page 3) eee 
And ex- 


tor Dick Locke and scripter Harry |cept for the midafternoon “Home 


Hunter vacationing in Florida .. 
Marv David has signed off as writ- 
er on NBC-TV’'s “Out on the Farm” 


with producer Ben Park taking 
,over the added duty . Color-Stone 
Corp. participating Mondays and 


Fridays on Tom Duggan’s late- 
|evening gab sessions Chalmers 
| Marquis to produce Charles A. 
Stevens’ special fashion previews 
|; via WBBM-TV the next three Sat- 
i/urday mornings .. Coca-Cola Bot- 
tlers renewed Norm Barry’s Thurs- 
day night WNBQ sports show. 


Ske!ton 


Continued from page 27 




















ter bought into the show via a 


| Theatre” which will be built 
| around two back-to-back half-hour 
vidpix with Claude Kirchner as 
host, the full WBKB_ daytime 
| schedule from its 7 a.m. “Chicago 
| Parade” eyeopened will be live 


| shows, all aimed at the hausfraus | 


| and/or their young ’uns. 

| Especially signed for Mom will 
| be the servicers like 
| Cookery” which goes into the 
10 a.m. strip. Daily 55-minute culi- 
|nary showpiece which returns to 
; WBKB Aug. 30 after a hitch on 
| WNBQ will also be fed to WABC- 
TV, New York. The current “All 
| About Baby” and “Ask the Doc- 
'tor” continue in the 1-1:30 slot, 
| with the medico show being aug- 
mented Tuesdays and Thursdays 


“Creative | 


las Nickelby,” among others. Bob 
Hoffman, WOR researcher (upped 
to a new post this week), supplied 
Menkin and Gray with a trend in 
radio listening that brought about 
the emphasis on classics. Hoffman 
| found that the few classics—com- 
| pared to the upcoming number— 
attracted an audience, better in 
most instances than shows starring 
Hollywood faves. Many of the clas- 
sics, done in Australia and which 
Goodman distributes here, have no 
names — “it’s the author who 
counts.” 

The promotion staff of the N. Y. 
GT Station intends capitalizing on 
the listening public’s present bent 
for classics. Pitches are to be made 
through the Board of Education, 
parent-teacher groups and other 
civic groups. As a matter of fact, 
the latest plan along this line is 
an essay contest for high schoolers 





Continuing | 


Continued from page 27 








“Home.”’) “Hawkins Falls” goes at 
4 p.m. for Wesson Oil on Wednes- 
day and Friday, with Samish’s 
“First Love” at 4:15 backed by 
Jergens thrice weekly. The 4:30 
slot will be a sustaining soaper, 
ousting the Betty White show, 
whose fate is undetermined. 


Jergens currently underwrites 
three-a-week of “Bride and Groom” 
at 4:15, so the bridal show will be 
hung up at the altar by the “First 
Love” slotting unless the web can 
find a spot for the show in the 
fall. Incidentally, Samish’s third 
weeper, “A Time to Live,” has 
drawn the interest of Borden’s as 
far as the 10:30 time is concerned, 
but whether this will extend to 
the show as well remains to be 
seen. 


Tootsie Rolls has bought 13 


participations in Pinky Lee’s 5 
o'clock show. 


Chevrolet 


Continued from page 26 ——=s 


(Sammy Kaye for Brillo at 9 and 
Kraft Theatre from 9:30 to 10:30). 
Show presumably would have been 
produced by Herb Brodkin, who 
turns out “Center Stage,” the al- 
ternate to the U. S. Steel segment. 


Web was particularly anxious to 
sell “T-Men,” however, since in 
luring the Bernard Prockter packe 
age over from NBC, it had come 
mitted itself heavily on the show. 
Chevvie (via Campbell-Ewald) 
came along on the “T-Men” deal, 
and the web guaranteed the auto 
dealers the Thursday at 8:30 











complicated “open end” deal. It’s py a dental hygene program. The 
understood TPA originally pitched | doctor show, dealing with general 
the series to Harvester for spot health problems, is conducted with 
bookings but the Burnett reps sold | the help of the American Medical 
the client on network exposure’ Assn. and the dental package has 
provided an alternate bankroller | the blessings of the Chi Dental 


period (same as it occupied last 
season on NBC), with another 
Prockter package to which it’s 
committed, “Postal Inspector,” 
slated for 8 p.m. : 

Effect was to chill J. Walter’s in- 


for which the winner will get an 
all-expense trip to the anni Shake- 
speare festival at Stratford-on- 
Avon, as well as junkets to London 
and Paris. 


could be found. That was okay with 


TPA but .with a deadline proviso | 


/on the network deal, that fell due 
last weekend. Distrib had the Bank 
of America practically in-the bag 
for a Coast regional buy pending 
Harvester and its agencies’ ability 
to work out a web setup. 

This touched off a red hot battle 


Society. 

Quinlan has no less than seven 
daytime kiddie-slanted strips 
planned for the fall. The mid- 
morning and midafternoon offer- 
‘ings are designed as baby sitters 


_ Gray is going Gaines one better, 
it is understood, in that he intends 
extending the two-hour afternoon 
“Playhouse” block, by tacking on 
a 2:30 start. If it goes through 
WOR will use a name network 
dramatic property in the time. De- 





for the preschoolers and the late+cision here should be in by the 
|afternoon projects are aimed at! week’s end. 


the gradeschoolers. Holding down 


| If a participating advertiser buys 


between CBS-TV and ABC-TV for the 9:30 a.m. half-hour daily will | “Radio Playhouse” he gets a bonus 
the biz which hinged upon finding | be Angel Casey's “Playhouse” and | deal, wherein for each one-minute 


a suitable alternate. 


(NBC-TV |Win Stracke has the 3:30 p.m.| spot purchased daytime he gets 


counted itself out early with its period for his “Time for Uncle | another one nights, plus a guaran- 


last network time half-hour Satur- 
day nights going to Toni), ABC-TV 


| Win” show. . 
| Dick (Two Ton) Baker continues 


| teed rating of 4.5 per participation. 
On such a guarantee, a sponsor 


remained in the running until the with his “Happy Pirates” lunch | of 10 one-minute announcements 


Nabisco buy-in started jepling last 
week. 
Some significance is being at- 


‘show for the kidlets and Art 
|Hern’s “Pied Pipers” moves into 
the 4 p.m, berth. Frazier Thomas’ 


sooctes 1,000 homes at a cost of 
ec. 


| There are in all 780 total hours 


tached to the fact that it was Na-: “Garfield Goose” follows and’ of programming. 


lj 2iug iin 


Tj. 7s Se pyunoss 


‘ ~3 i ‘ fad .goueh anad 


terest in the dramatic segment. 
There’s still some chance of 4 
deal, however; web has the 
Wednesday 9:30 to 10:30 period 
open, with Saturday 8 to 9 (oppo 
site Jackie Gleason) and Sunday 
8 to 9 (vs. Colgate and Ed Sulll- 
van) still available. Everyone dis 
counts the Sunday slot as a. poss! 
bility, but there’s still some '! 
terest in Wednesday and Satur- 
day. Meanwhile, the network is 
reportedly close to a sale on “Pos 
tal Inspector,” which if forthcom- 
ing would make Thursday tke 
web’s first SRO night. On tap 
is the possibility of a split spon- 
sorship, with two bankrollers shat- 
ing the costs, along with an inter- 
ested client who would assume the 





whole nut. 
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~ Fedderson’s Hour Film Dramas 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Don Fedderson admits he likes to gamble in tv and is sending 
in $60,000 of his own money on what the trade would call the 
Jongest shot in film production. Unprecedented is his newest 
venture, a full hour dramatic show on film, not for syndication 
put network sale. Z 

Teleplay is called “The Millionaire” and is both factual and 
fiction. Fedderson describes it as “a study of the morals of man” 
and adds, “it may yet set a standard for tv dramas, of which 
there is none.” After exhaustive research, Fedderson found that 
of the world’s 2,400,000,000 there are only 20 persons whose wealth 
exceeds $300,000,000. These will be his subjects although not by 
name and “certain liberties” will be taken in dramatizing the 
immense wealth. . 

It is Fedderson’s own idea and he wrote the first draft which 
Charles Hoffman is adapting for the camera. Shooting starts 
next month at Republic studio, with MCA participating. Format 
of the telepic will be so devised that it can be sold to four sharing 
sponsors without affecting the play’s continuity. 


Gen. Teleradio Recaptures Coin 


On 30 Feature Pix; 25 Markets 


The Film Division of General¢— 


Teleradio has just about recaptured Monsanto’s Vi dpix Buy 


all of its roughly $1,350,000 invest- 
ment in the 30 feature films of the Guild Films this week followed 
ica. The- pix were|UP its first regional sale of the 
Te oe ee ae fg ve.|UPcoming Frankie Laine telepix 
sold in 20-2 ero series with a second, pacting Mon- 
port. The top-titled features have| santo Chemical (All Detergent) ‘to 
peen in GT hands sinee last spring,| a four-market deal on the series. 
and were sold in the first five or} All will sponsor the musicals in 
; ; . Detroit, Phoenix, Tucson and 
six markets over two months ag0. | portland, Me. First regional on the 
The GT o&o station, WOR-TV,| series, wrapped up a month back, 
WN. Y., one of the two having option| was a 10-market regional through 
on the feautre films, is close to| KTTV, Los Angeles. 
partial sale it would appear. Gor- 


don Gray, station topper; has been 
dickering with two -bluechippers 
over sale of an eighth of the pack- e 0 é uses 


age each at $125,000 (for 14 week- 





























TORS CRACK Y&R 
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CrEN OPENING Sillerman Projects TPA Gross 


AGENCY GATES 


One of the major stumbling 
blocks faced by the syndication 
business may soon be a thing of 
the past. It’s the indifference 
shown so far to spot buying via 
syndicated films by the major ad 
agencies and with them their blue- 
chip national clients. And the rea- 
son for the industry optimism is 
the fact that Young & Rubicam, 
the kingpin agency and thus far a 
strict adherent to network buying, 


has finally taken the syndication 
plunge for Lipton Tea. 

Deal, which superficially would | 
appear a routine one, is an eight- 
market buy on the Coast of CBS 
Television Film Sales’ “The Whis- 
tler.”’ Lipton is going in with Sig- 
nal Oil (which previously bought 
the series for those eight western 
markets) on an alternate week 
basis, with markets ranging from 
Los Angeles north to Seattle. 

But it’s of more than routine 
significance in that Young & Rubi- 
cam has been a holdout against 
spot buying of syndicated telepix 
all along. And Y&R, more than; 
any other agency, is the bellwether 
of the agency business insofar as 
radio and tv are concerned. And | 
with Y&R and a client like Lipton | 
in the fold, vidpixers are hopeful | 
that it won’t be long before others 
follow suit. 
_ Of course, syndication has at- | 
tracted bluechip sponsors and top| 
agencies in the past, but for the} 
most part only in those cases | 
where the sponsor has only region- | 
al distribution. Oil companies and , 





Of $9,000,000 for 54 Semester 


+ Television Programs of America, 
currently concentrating on its “El- 
lery Queen” series in the syndi- 
cated field and “Halls of Ivy” in 
the national bailiwick, has already 
hit a sales mark of $6,000,000 this 
year, according to exec v.p. Mi- 
chael M. (Mickey) Sillerman. Total 
includes some $750,000 in sales al- 
ready racked up by the “Queen” 
series. 

Sillerman predicted that on the 

4 : te: basis of current sales the firm will 
rying around two. audition : 
prints on their agency calls. do a total business of $9,000,000 





Optional Yocks 


That those canned laugh- 
tracks are no laughing matter 
is demonstrated by the latest 
method of skirting the prob- 
lem. 


United Television Programs 
execs showing the initial 
prints of the new Rawlins- 
Grant Thomas Mitchell starrer, 
“Mayor of the Town,” are car- 











One has. a laughtrack, the in 1954. He took issue with recent 

eine daeen't Agency ean estimates that the firm would gross 

take it’s shadéo. some $5,000,000 this year, pointing 
been exceeded by sales on the Ed- 
ward Small features, “Queen,” “Ra- 
mar of the Jungle,” “Your Star 
Showcase” and “Lassie” and “Halls 
| national basis). 

OW ac one | Figure of $9,000,000 would put 
| TPA on top of the heap for the 
| year, with gross billings outrank- 
|ing those of Ziv and NBC Film 

a elu Division, long acknowledged the 
| top syndicators. Sillerman’s pro- 

With a solid core of syndicated | anticipated sales on two upcoming 

film shows already under its belt | series, the firm's “Captain Gallant 
for fall start, WABC-TV looks to|°f the Foreign Legion” and the 
| five-a-week soaper being turned 


out that that figure has already 
Syndicated Vidpi 
y p | of Ivy” (the latter two sold on a 
| jected gross of $9,000,000 includes 
be on its way to becoming New} 


nlente ate | out by Bernard Prockter, “Family 
York's “film station.” The ABC-TV | Next Door.” It marks the fastest 


flagship last week followed its ac-| growth of any outfit in the telepix 
quisition of “I Led Three Lives” | business, since TPA was founded 


by nabbing “Mr. District Attor- only last September. 
ney,” sponsors and all, from 





ly showings of each pic), and one 
of the other station exees assures 
that at least one of them should be 
inked by Friday (13). 


GT’s “Gangbuster” series has 13 |- 


in the can, and now has Max Brad- 
bard spreading his-sales activities 
for the outfit from a pitch on the 
GT juve stop-motion films alone. 


Donlevy Details 


New Vidpix Series 


Washington,: Aug. 10. 

Brian Donlevy is readying a new 
vidpix series under aegis of his 
own producing company, Donlevy 
Development Corp., he disclosed 
last week. He said series, current- 
ly being scripted by Oitt Roitt, 
who wrote the “Dangerous Assign- 
ment,” will be a departure from 
the latter. - 

New teleseries will be built 
around the South Sea adventures 
of three seamen on a schooner— 





To Lift Vidilms 
5% Clef Format 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians prexy James Caesar Petrillo 


has rejected telepix producers’ 
pleas to lift union’s 5% format for 





music used in vidfilms, but the 
prez agreed to a slight modification | 
of the plan. 

Where producers previously paid 
5% of station time charges, they 
now have a choice of either con- 
tinuing such payment or of pay- 
ing 5% of their gross revenue, 
AFM figuring some producers may 


| 


breweries, in particular, fit this | With “Three Lives” going in first. 
category; they’re top spenders and| In addition, it’s sold “Three 
employ top agencies, but can’t buy | Lives,” which it bought directly 
network simply because they have | from Ziv under a 52-week firm 
no need of national coverage with | deal. Ronzoni is back as alternate- 
a limited distribution setup. They, | week bankroller, with Marcal Pa- 
of course, are among the top re-| per Products replacing U. S. To- 
gional and local vidpix buyers. | bacco as the other sponsor. “Mr. 

Others Taking Cue? | D.A.” sponsors are Carter Products 


: 'and Schwayder Bros., who've got 
But Lipton’s represents another | he ceries 7 over 30 markets. Also 


type of bankroller entirely. It’s a | akin , : 

. : ; ie g considered is a rerun of the 
ee apg Teens ee 13 films already shown on WCBS- 
Seen ? it it ee |TV this spring, as a Tuesday at 
Of Atha Godfrey's. “Talent | 11 emtry (the Friday night pix will 
Scouts.”) Yet, it’s moved into syn- | be firstrun). : : 
dicated telepix on a regional basis,| _ Station’s definitely out to build 


not so much because of the lack | 
of network availabilities but be-| 
cause of the flexibility that syndi- 
cation affords. 


its rating via syndicated pix, Veep 
John Mitchell makes no bones 


| about the fact that he’s attempting | 
|to emulate the job done by KTTV 





find the latter course more eco- | 
nomical. Coin gathered from the | 
5% format goes into the union’s | 
Music Performance Trust Fund, | 


It’s anticipated that the Lipton in Hollywood, which though with- 
buy will pull many more national oUt a network affiliation, has built 
bankrollers into the syndication | SOlid ratings via the vidpix route. 
fold. A top bankroller who's rolling While WABC-TY of course is a net- 


up sales in the northeast but is| Work outlet, it’s ratings in N. Y. 
reflected the fact, and 


where it’s eventually disbursed to| having trouble in the southwest, haven't 


tunester members via cuffo con-| for example, would buy a film se- 
certs staged by AFM in various | Tries for his trouble spot. Another, | 


other ways. | who has a network show but can't 
When vidfilm producers met in| get time for a second, might buy 


Mitchell is convinced that local as 
well as network programming must 
be upgraded. 

Coincidental with the upgrading 
process is the fact that the station 


WCBS-TV, the CBS flag, and is 9. £ 9 
planning to spot both Ziv entries P kt R 
back-to-back and Friday at 10 p.m., roc er S a e 


In Live-to-Film 


Bernard Prockter’s ‘““Man Behind 
the Badge” is going film with a 
complete series of 39 half-hours. 
Show, leaving the ranks of live 
tele exposures when it ends on 
CBS-TV’s Sundays at 9:30 p.m. 
|spot at the summer’s close, will be 
|handled by MCA. MCA is not con- 
'sidering anything but syndication 
‘or regional sponsorship. 

“Badge,” recently cancelled by 
Bristol-Myers, will have Charles 
Bickford as narrator of the vidpix 
series, it’s reported. Prockter is al- 
ready leasing the first of the films. 
| This is the producer’s second ven- 
ture into vidpix, the othér being a 
network deal via ABC wherein “T- 
Man in Action” is on celluloid. 








From Chunky Chacolates 
To Olds, A&C Vidpix 


All Over the Spectrum 


an ex-Marine, ex-Coast Guardsman, | Chicago with Petrillo recently they |one show for national spot show- 


and a former soldier. Donlevy will | 4Sked him to revoke the 5% format | 
Play the lead, and is looking for | ground it was too stiff a tab, 
two solid supporting players. contending removal of it would 
Hollywoodite, who wound up a provide more work for musicians. 
straw hat stint in “Country Girl” Petrillo, however, in_ notifying® 
at Olney Theatre past Sunday (8) producers of his eer: | 
night, also stated he plans a the- them the two methods ‘he Pe . 
atrical film version of “Dangerous lined will be in forée for at east 
Assignment.” along the lines of five years “because there is such 
. “ a difference of opinion by pro- 


Such adaptations as “Dragnet.” 
Timetable on latter, which will be Secnes 95th wae shoul be doe. 


filmed in Europe, is still uncer- 


vance ouarogst ve |GUY LOMBARDO IN 
SYNDICATED VIDPIX 


wel commitments for latter by 

ob fall, he may tackle the pic- 

a A half-hour musical show star- 

arc Sint was second in a | ring Guy Lombardo and his band is 

levy, his five 4 re <3 for Don-/ before the cameras. MCA, handling 
: 2 a the distribution ‘on the series, ha‘ 


'y k > «ue 9 ene » Phe Fin a 
stric syndication property, 
‘ ol e $ Kit Carson the Guy Peanhanes series will be 
‘ Sit Oot, Which has MCA-TV’s |similar in presentation to the ba- 
Virtual on telepix series on ajton man’s current WNBT, N. Y., 
Once ; national spot basis, has | Friday night casing from a hotel. 
Beries again landed the cowboy |Herb Sussan, also directing Ed- 
t) on WNBT in New York. It’s| die Fisher’s live 15-minute stanza 











cn attend £0-around for the series | via NBC for MCA, will handle the 
blayed NBC Gotham flag, since it |film. He’s lined up a different 


~ On the station last year. 


Series - 
: S of new . 2 
in prod films, currently 


the 


guest vocalist for each session. | 
The orch film will be made avail- | 


to Lincoln-Mercury, 


“vue banner, starts in Octo-|ing product 
underwriting the WNBT series. 


& for 26 weeks, 





uction on the Coast under | able in New York to a non-compet- | 


ings or might enter into a series 
of deals for different shows in dif- 
ferent regions, but the whole -blan- 
keting the country. 

More forceful and direct, how- 
ever, is the fact that it was Y&R 
that made the purchase. Up to 
now it’s been virtually impossible 
for a syndicator to get. his foot 
into Y&R’s door insofar as nation- 
al clients are concerned. Agency 
has done plenty of syndicated buy- | 
ing on a local level (Piel’s Beer, 
for example, in N. Y. and Philly), 
but it’s the first time a national 
client has entered into the picture. 


Dennis 0’Keefe Peddles 
Europe-Made Telepix 


Dennis O’Keefe, who took over 
emcee chores on “I’ve Got a 
Secret” last week upon his return 
from a year in Europe, is peddling 
a pilot of a series he made over- 
seas, “Adventure Is My Game.” | 
O’Keefe starred and directed in 
the pic, which was produced by 
Steven Pallos. 

Besides his subbing chores (vice 
Garry Moore) on “Secret,” he’s 
been set for the lead opposite 
Sthel Barrymore in “The 13th 
Chair’ on  Chrysler’s CBS-TV 
“Best of Broadway” series Oct. 14. | 





| Films in each case won't be those | 





is gradually reaching the point While the Abbott and Costello 
where national spot business is be-| vidfilms are making their heaviest 
ing placed on the outlet when the |coin from what was once an un- 
national spot buyers are looking!expected source, they are still 
for N. Y. exposure. ‘Mr. D.A.” is| making neat returns via the origi- 
an example, and there’s a gooa/nal scheme of things. As a matter 
chance that “Foreign Intrigue” and|of fact, the show might readily 
“The Star and the Story” may end|appear in the same market dur- 
up on the outlet. Station virtually ing the day for kids and at night 


had the Heinz “Studio 57” wrapped |for adults. The sponsors might be 


up, but the deal fell through be- | Chunky Chocolates or Oldsmobile. 
cause ABC-TV refused to supply The MCA package is appearing 
the spot network which DuMont | currently on over 30 network sta- 
finally cleared for Heinz. ‘tions for Campbell Soups on Sat- 
Anent the business end, station|urday mornings. As a matfer of 
has firmed another deal with Whel-| fact, the soupery contract with 
an Drug Stores for run-of-station| MCA specifies before 5 p.m. on 
exposure for six vidpix series to| weekdays and before 6 on Satur- 
carry through the next year. In-|days. The current big news with 
volved are 13 episodes each of “Biff | A & C is that Chunky Chocolates, 
Baker,” “Colonel March,” “Jeffrey | which left the show after a run 
Jones.” “Crown Theatre,” “Boston |in 8-10,markets, is now renewing 
Blackie” and “The Unexpected.” | for 16 markets. 
The package, in MCA syndica- 
currently being shown regularly in|tion for about three years, lost 


| 


ithe 6-7 cross-the-board hour, but} most or all of its original sponsors, 


will be held out of the group for/|including several breweries (‘“Ap- 
exclusive exposure for Whelan. | parently,” said one MCA exec, Ab- 
They'll be spotted in open time on/bott and Costello don’t drive you 
a run-of-station basis. Outlet is|to drink.”) Instead today the vid- 
also close to sales on “Victory at| pixers are carried after 7:30 p.m. 
Sea,” which it plans to air Sundays |in several markets by the likes of 
at 10:30, and ‘‘The Falcon,” which | Westinghouse, a dry cleaning es- 
will be spotted Wednesday night |tablishment, Olds dealers and like 
either at 10 or 10:30, depending on| sponsors seeking an adult buying 
network plans, j market. 


sf 


















TV-FILMS 


‘Wednesday, August 11, 1954 








a 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bureau 
on a monthly basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top-rated 
film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. All 
ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 

This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time — day and 


VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 





time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 


have a large share and an audience composed 


largely of children, with cor. 


responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre. 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv. ), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quis; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 


women’s. 


Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 


tion’s channel: all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national spot sponsor for whom the film is aired. 















































DAY AND JUNE SHARE USE TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
= mae STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) SETS IN PROGRAM STA. RATING 
WASHINGTON Approx. Set Count—575,000  Stations—WNBW (4), WTTG (5), WMAL (7), WTOP (9) 
1. Foreign Intrigue (Dr) ....... WNW 2228 core J. Walter Thompson Wed. 10:30-11:00 ....... cy Paar Brae OE oS sl 41.0 | Baseball; Tenth Inning.... WTTG....... 16.7 
Tenth Inning, Film Shorts. WTTG ....... 9.0 
2. Superman (Adv)............ Lk: 2 rere POBMIEG ooo osics os TUES, To 90-5 1 SO- 0's cin a> tS ee PS © ye RE es 223 1 Range Rider. 3.30.0. Seawes 1 3) re 3.8 
3. Badge 714 (Myst)........... WHEW i As wesc WRU Fo it salatas WOG. F530 oh ain es Bas teas Wace tose 18.8 | News, Don Richards........ 8 3) Sea 3.6 
Mark — Evans soos oc). sas ous WtOP 2.0.6... 1.8 
4. Mr. District Attorney (Adv) . WMAL.......... Wee ay seek waclon Tues. 10:30-11:00 ...... AN yo etisio.s RS ae 425 1 Sek TE NOW. os ae eee Wier a.5.cs. 13.4 
5. Recket Squad (Adv) ........ WMA: 3.595... OE Ge obra eee Thurs. 10:30-11:00 ..... dy Sees MS: Svan’ 29.6} Pavarite Story... 6.055%. \e% WE 46505. 8.7 
6. Anrmie Oakley (W) .......... Wer dscns Ss bude pw on Ben oh Gat. 7 -O Oe oka awe ty Week eater ere $2.7 | Red SRelton, onc 5. his 5 oes WEE bess. 11.2 
7. Abbott & Costello (Com)..... We a a BOE Boas ae otek wee Set: £3: 30-4a ec tee 11.3 _, Sa ee 9 Ger he. ck oi Ge Sin eave eae MeO Cs 0.3 
8. I Led Three Lives (Dr)....... ae ae ee Pee Fre: 20: 30-42° 00 3..65..045% | ar fea eae Me. 2 Coe RS 44.9 | Cavalcade of Sports........ WNBW ....... 18.8 
Sports; Greatest Fights...WNBW ...... 14.0 
9. Wild Bill Hickok (W)........ WNBW ee i: . THBEG. 7200-6250 | 5:0a% ce Ch NES ak SRE ae 15:2 1 WROTEPORE 25 veka tec esas Wroe °.s..s.- 2.4 
10. Liberace (Mus).............. WHOOP 86 cciaeis CT Sn a ee ST FOP ee 8A eb FOS. oe MINCE fe eee f 29.4 | You Asked For It........... WMAI>. 33. 10.4 
PROVIDENCE Approx. Set Count—530,000 Stations—WBZ (4), Boston; WNAC (7), Boston; WJAR (10), Prov. 
1. Favorite Story (Dr) .. eo WA ond oe PIG Ses Sheet ae Thurs. 8:30-0:60 ....... O54 208 Pe Arete ee 52.4, Four Star Playhouse........ WHS Sco. 6.2 
2. Mr. District Attorney (Adv).. WJAR.......... BiG ees oe eee Mon. 9:00-9:30 ......... ree oisnke es eee RSE. O6:4 13 Dawe Tey... - si 0 0 leew ss WAAK 3. ec: . 24.6 
3. City Detective (Myst)......... WJAR oe 6.6 pa oles Mon. 10:30-11:00 ...... ot Pears ae UE ns ore ha BES Tt BGS MG... 6s vo sed vae es WHACK.4c.... 5.7 
4. Range Rider (W)............ i, CBS... <n p SNE EO. 5 e050 0 4 ih Se a, ae |. SE ee anne’ 30.4 | Pleasure Playhouse........ De seas 2.3 
5. Liberace (Mus)............. WER. Soba WO 8 ee ae es San. S:Seee seas ee IME os ecis ate us ee See 27.8 | Kukla, Fran & Ollie...... ao; ee 0.8 
ENS os a wb piven WNHAC........ 0.8 
6. Superman (Adv) ........... Wane. Giese Flaniingo..... .-+2 Mon. 6:00-6:80 ......... eee Sc ASP ey S06 1st. CROR 6. ona Nin eRe co's Wie su... 2.3 
7. Your All Star Theatre (Dr)... WJAR.......... Screen Gems...... Gun. 7:60-7:30: oo. ier. 5 Se 8 . « Jager tee 27.0 | Stories of the Century...... WAG i... 3.1 
8. Foreign Intrigue (Dr) ....... WARE: so ccwes ee J. Walter Thompson Tues. 10:30-11:00 ...... oe eae 2 er ae eee 28.9 | Mr. District Attorney..... WNAC 6.2 
9. Kent Theatre (Dr) ......... of ee Ziv . a Seo Bere re po ee ee . renee ee 21.5 | Two for the Money........ WNAC...... 3.8 
10. Death Valley Days (W)..... WIA. 22685 McCann-Erickson. . . Sat. 7:30-8:00 .......... i Zeger .  epipeeee Reser 21.6 | Ethel & Albert... ¢-<.: Se! 06lU Pee 5.4 
SYRACUSE Approx. Set Count—300,000 Stations—WSYR (3), WHEN (8) 
1. Liberace (Mus) ........ WOWR: 6c 6-260 58 Gila: 2ec8 28. Ef ie OS a > SE Si ER eR A 34.3 | Make Room for Daddy...... WHEN: ....... 7; 
2. Badge 714 (Myst)........... WSYR NBC. — > 5 ree EF ae AS Ga 26.4 | My Favorite Husband....... WHEN ....... 5.0 
3. Tales of Jeffrey Jones (Myst) WSYR.......... CBS ee ee ern S07 3: ee ss. eo O25 tG@ae 3 Now: oo oe Wire .....-- 11.8 
4. Wild Bill Hickok (W) , WHEN 3S eo Flamingo -. Wed. @:006:90 .-) vss 14.3. A | abe 72 CCAR OR SOON 2. «oe sikiee do: SEE ois. s4. Be 
Favorite Story (Dr)... i. ee 5 a ae ~> chnurs. 10:30-11:00-..... oo RCE er 33.6 | Place the Fave....... ..... WHEN ......-. 19.3 
6. Cisco Kid (W) -— |. eee Ziv. pe ye St. 8” rar 2466...c:, Oe 215 Ta oe Pane... ws oss 2a Weve .:.:.. 7.1 
7. Ramar of the Jungle (W) ~ WER... -. .TPA “at F-00-7 290: 2k co 10.0... Or or G04 1 ed Bene se no ss ceo Se ee WHEN ....... 10.4 
8. I Led Three Lives (Dr) . WHEN Be tice ts ce: WERT SSG % S48 o ccw os 73. ee oe Sos 15.0 | Life With Elizabeth -...... i ae 7.1 
9. Life With Elizabeth (Com)... WSYR.......... Guild wees ei | ir er Me est, Bit CM 3, Si args 15.0 | I Led Three Lives.......... WHEN.......- 7.9 
10. Abbott & Costello (Com) ee lS er,” Sat. £3::30-12::00 .... 6c 003 “SEES roe aR 6.8 | None 
SAN ANTONIO Approx. Set Count—180,000 Stations—WOAI (4), KGBS (5) 
1. Mr. District Atterney (Adv) . KGBS.......... ME Nae al « eg eeu TE py Se S| ae a Bee 48.0 | Cavalcade of Sports........ WOAT -.....- 25.6 
Createst Fights.......... WOAI .......112 
2. Favorite Story (Dr)......... KGBS.......... RP aliens age es Tues. 8730-9:00 ....... . a i Fe. Beales 46:4'| Mitten Berle....6. 46050 AS J 9) ae 20.0 
3. Ramar of the Jungle (W)......WOAI.......... 0 re ee oe Sun. 4:00-4:30 ......... 24.8.. « 79 31.2 | American Week ........... la 6.4 
4. Eversharp Theatre (Dr)..... KGBS |. pease Se: Mon. 9:00-9:30 ........ 244.... 62 eee Fee WOR. 55 oc0c) catucee s WORE. sias-- 14.8 
5. All Star Theatre (Dr)........ WHORL 6 casektawe Screen Gems....... Thurs. 9:30-10:00 a. See | eee ERR ee 15.2 
6. Racket Squad (Adv)......... KGBS ey \ op ee ee Sun. 10:00-10:30 ....... 2 ae eS. Se Bee Te oo bs Rada cededuas WOAI 13.6 
Man Against Crime....... a 8.8 
7. Duffy’s Tavern (Com) ....... (ut | eA Rese pate eR 2 De) a 15.2 | eee ee A eS Ea ae ee KGBS 15.2 
8. Superman (Adv) ........... KGBS ~ EMO IOS iwie sc < dae SUCR B2OR-G:50. ~. 6 caiedcs 14.8 | nee 19.2 | 6 O'Clock Report........... WOAT. ...+-:+> 6.4 
- , . OWS DOG. oli side coe nk ) 0) arr 2.4 
9. Wild Bill Hickok OOD. adem wa's AL » BEM NO Ses ao Mon. 5:00-5:30 ......... be ere 13.6 Sagebrush Shorty; News....KGBS .....-- 2.4 
10. Big Playback (Sports)....... WOAI.......... Screen Gems ..... Tues. 9:30-9:45 ......... oy ne _ Beers 39.2 | Army-McCarthy Hearings ..KGBS .....-: 32.0 
PORTLAND Approx. Set Count—140,000 Stations—KOIN (6), KPTV (27) 
€ 
1. Favorite Story (@r) ... KOIN re Ziv Tre Ae | fl eae a ee 1 en ep 58.3 | Name That Tune........... RPTY....% > 15.4 
2. I Led Three Lives (Dr) ..... KOIN.......... BPs as cit kaeanes Tues. 9:00-9:30 ........ re Ee CBO) Liberace 2. viccce science KPTV ......-25.9 
3. Badge 714 (Myst) ee Rae re _, Mon. 7:00-7:30 ......... | RS Be re eck 55.9| Studio One................KOIN .......193 
4. Death Valley Days (W) ..... KETV McCann-Erickson... Wed. 9:30-10:00 ........ ae ee 1. RAC fe 46.8 | Strike It Rich. | ’ : “KOIN ee Be 18.0 
: ton acl a aan oe oa ae tid nee Scgbs ner i wp ae i AAS - 40.3 | Midwestern Hayride........ KPTV......-- 13.2 
— —. Wee hae oid ; Siveeeeceee eens. e  1:004 200 Sarees ee | Re yp tear ie 56.1 | My Little Margie........... os » | Seo 29.8 
. ce (1 eee rissa V.. -”, Siena Pee SY I a hs eset 7 Py 63.0 | I Led Three Lives.......... KOIN ....-: 37.1 
8. The Visitor (Dr)... . KPTV . aa aa aly: a . Mon. 7:30-8:00 ........ ae ee * 47.3 | Studio One Ae is). Sa 22.4 
9. My Hero (Com)............. KPTV . Official... _. Tues. 9:30-10:00 ...... 24.4... 44. 60.1 | Guapense ...’.......... + «GM ae 30.7 
10. Waterfront (Dr)...... KPTV . oop ee . Thurs. 7:30-8:00 . -239.. RO etc 45.4 | Place the eee... . ea eee KPT 
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H OF A NATI 
oy John Cannon, narra 
‘producer: Ame Newsreel 

¢ quarter-hours 
Distrib: Essex Films 

First documentary telepix series 
on the American Negro is “Tenth 
of a Nation,” a sort of newsreel on 
the accomplishments of leading Ne- 

_ As both programming mate- 
el and as a tribute to accomplish- 
ments of the Negro, it fails to im- 

ess. 

Prrrouble is its approach, which is 
an attempt to encompass too much 
in the short space of a quarter- 
hour. Films consist of edited news- 
reel] clips, and the first segment 
has a parade of 15-20 personalities 
spotlighted in the 15 minutes. Sec- 
ond segment is somewhat better, 
with a little more attention paid to 
each person, but the treatments are 
still superficial. ay 

As it stands, the series is little 
more than a lot of name-dropping 
with pictures. Far more effective 
(although probably expensive too) 
would be to do a biog or even an 
interview of one or two of the per- 
sonalities in each segment. 

On the credit side, the films are 
done in good taste, and shouldn't 
have very much trouble finding 
southern markets. Quality of the 
clips are good, and John Cannon's 
narration is on the plus side. While 
films are angled for a Negro audi- 
ence, they’re general enough in 
scope and approach to reach white 
viewers. Chan. 


HOLLYWOOD TO BROADWAY 
With John Conte, guests 
Producer: Emanuel Demby 
Director: Myron L. Broun 

26 quarter-hours 

Distrib: Atlas Television Corp. 


New Telepix Shows 


it has some serious drawbacks, 
namely in a lack of production 
knowhow by Demby Productions, 
which lensed the films. The shoe- 
string budget was apparent in the 
live segment, which consists of in- 
terviews of legit personalities by 
John Conte. Sets, props and even 
opticals show lack of imagination 
that gives an impression of overall 
poor quality. 

Strangely enough, the _ inter- 
views themselves are excellent. 
Conte scores as a pleasant and 
glib questioner, and the three le- 
giters caught on three separate 
shows were equally voluble. Re- 
sult was interesting conversations 
with Ona Munson (who spoke on 
wigs and their importance to the 
actress), Paul Stewart (how to 
avoid type casting as a heavy) and 
Una Merkel (who talked about the 
backstage activities at the Broad- 
way production of “The Remark- 
able Mr. Pennypacker’’). 

Clips themselves were also good, 
with “Knock on Wood,” “Apache” 
and “Tanganyika” excerpts shown 
in the three pix caught. Excerpts 
had plenty of action and were bet- 
ter than the filmhouse trailers. 
Series would prove a good buy for 
the local theatre operator who’s 
been looking for a way to adver- 
tise institutionally on tv. Chan. 


Goodson-Todman ‘Web’ 
Vidpix May Wind Up 
Network & Syndication 


While Goodson & Todman defi- 
nitely plan to put “The Web” on 
film, there’s a good’chance that it 





“Hollywood to Broadway” is a; ™ay end up back on a network 
low-budgeted quarter-hour series | basis, according to Mark Goodson. 


which seems best suited for an 
early evening slot. 
else, it should cement relations be- 
tween the local motion picture ex- 
hibitor and the local station, for 
fully half of each film consists of 
a clip from an upcoming release 
of one of MHollywood’s major 
studios. By far, the clips are the 
longest to hit tv thus far, and 
comprise a solid plug for the up- 
coming pix. As a trailer for the 
industry and the local exhibitor, 
the series can’t be beat. 

But as a source of programming, 


Sen. Bricker 


me CONtinued from page 27 =e 








out to the agencies, the sponsors, 
the packagers, the talent ageneies 
(MCA, William Morris), etc. 

Such a possibility, far from be- 
ing a figment of the imagination, is 
“too close to reality for comfort,” 
the networks fear, and they shud- 
der to think of the consequences 
should a Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee fullscale_ in- 
vestigation encompass program- 
ming, personalities and a parade 
of subpoenas. 

_The fact that ex-FCC commis- 
sioner Robert F. Jones, practicing 
law in Washington, has been nomi- 
nated as general counsel in charge 
of the investigation, has only 
served to heighten the anxieties. 
Jones demonstrated while with the 
FCC that he’s no friend of the 
networks. He’s taken more than 
one potshot at CBS and NBC. The 
Probability that he’ll be eager to 
expose to the public ears a lot of 
the dirty linen that rubbed off on 
him during his FCC regime has 
more than frightening implica- 
tions. 

In his testimony before the Pot- 
ter Committee probing the UHF 
fiasco some weeks back, CBS prexy 
Frank Stanton foresow the possi- 
bility of the Bricker bill hitting at 
the heart of network programming. 
At that time Stanton testified: “I 
Would like to comment on S. 3456 
(the Bricker - Bill). On its face 
site bill is a simple one, providing 
or the regulation of networks. But 
since the Commission already exer- 
cises rather considerable regula- 
ry Powers over the networks 
Re ough its licensing of the stations 
‘nh hed by the networks, as well as 
a its licensing of stations 
nee with networks, the impli- 
ee of S. 3456 are rather 
-- Be -.Perhaps this bill can most 

early be viewed as though it pro- 
pened: te regulate and license a 
“ work as a supplier of program- 

— material—just as do film pro- 
: cers, independent program pack- 
8ers or advertising agencies which 
Produce programs.” 


|The packager hasn’t made up his 
If nothing+mind as to whether to assign the | 


series to a distributor or not, but 
meanwhile the possibility of a 
limited network showcasing with 
syndication in remaining markets 
has popped up, and that’s getting 
immediate consideration. 


In any case, however, the series 
won't be ready until late winter or 
spring. It stays live on CBS-TV 
through early fall, when Screen 
Gems’ “Father Knows Best” moves 
into its spot on CBS-TV. No pro- 
duction plans have been set yet, 
with Goodson scheduled to plane 
to the Coast in a couple of weeks 
to make arrangements for its con- 
version to film. If the limited net- 
work-plus-syndication deal does go 
through, it won’t start until late 
winter. 


Meanwhile, Goodson is mulling 
his own distribution setup for the 
series in the event it does go syn- 
dicated, He said initial station and 
agency reaction to announcement 
of lensing the series has been ex- 
cellent, so much so that G & T may 
be able to handle sales for major 
markets on its own. If this deci- 
sion is made, the firm would prob- 
ably work out some deal for a dis- 
tributor to handle the smaller 
markets, with G & T handling re- 
gionals and major markets them- 
selves. 
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Vidpix Chatter 


New York 


Television Programs of America 
prexy Milton Gordon slated as one 
of the principal speakers at the 
Commercial Finance Industry an- 
nual convention and dinner Oct. 11 
and 12 in N.Y. He’ll speak on ‘‘Mo- 
tion Picture and Television Pro- 
gram Financing” as part of a panel 
on “Secured Commercial Finan- 
cing”...Nola Studios prexy Vin- 
cent Nola has worked out a group 
pian on filming audition prints, un- 
der which musical artists can get 
audition prints of themselves at a 
fraction of the regular cost under 
an expense-sharing arrangement 
of three or more artists... Scripter 
Newton E. Meltzer has authored tv 
and theatrical versions of “This Is 
Your State,” p.r. pic shot by In- 
formation Productions for the N.Y. 
State Dept. of Commerce. Thomas 
H. Wolf produced and Rene Bras 
directed the films...TPA added 
Gerard H. Slattery, formerly with 
Nona Kirby station rep firm, to its 
sales staff, with headquirters in 
Boston...U.S. Information Agency 
is using prints of Transfilm’s doc- 
umentary for the Greater N. Y. 
Fund, “What Makes A City Great,” 
to its information centers through- 
out the world for local showings. 








CBS-TV Dogs It 


Summer used to be known as the 
“dog days” on television. Now 
Sundays on CBS-TV can take that 
billing. Natitonal Biscuit Co. has 
signed to sponsor Screen Gems’ 
“Rin Tin Tin” on the net Sundays 
at 4:30, starting in the fall, and 
that gives the web two canine vid- 
pix series. The other is “Lassie,” 
which goes in on the Sabbath at 7. 

Deal was set this week, although 
the contracts haven’t been signed. 
Screen Gems has a number of the 
pix already in the can and has 
been pitching the series since the 
spring. Sale gives the firm its 
second new network showcase for 
the fall (“Father Knows Best” is 
the other, also set for a Sunday 
night CBS ride) and its third 
(other being the vet “Ford Thea- 
tre” on NBC). 


Dicker Lowell Thomas 
To Narrate ‘Navy Log’; 
CBS Film Sales Tie-Ins 


“Navy Log” producer Sam Gallu 
and CBS Television Film Sales 
are dickering with Lowell Thomas 
to take the narrator role in “Navy 
Log,”. the telepix series which 
Gallu is producing and which the 
John Gibbs agency has_ been 
peddling on a national basis. If 
Thomas can take the part, the 
series would go into production for 
syndication by CBS. Television 
Film Sales, with the latter also in 
on the financing and as coproducer. 
Series would be pitched at banks 
and other institutional sponsors. 

Gallu has secured Navy coopera- 
{tion in shooting the series, nd has 
‘already turned out a pilot (which 
|got an unusual press and agency 
|screening by Gibbs a couple of 
|month ago via a party-screening 
/on an aircraft carrier harbored in 
iN. Y.’s North River). CBS would 
enter the deal only if Thomas 
stars (as the Navy commander 
who narrates the film). It had pre- 
viously been planned to get Ar- 
'thur Godfrey to narrate, but other 
|commitments forced him out. 


Don’t Blame TV 


Continued from page ®» =e 
































President Eisenhower’s inaugura- 
tion less solemn and dignified than 
it was. Services have been tele- 
vised in churches of various faiths, 
and without any complaints that 
they changed worship into a sacri- 
legious carnival and made _ the 
clergy appear as clowns. The 
United Nations operates unruffled 
under tv’s eye. The Metropolitan 
Opera and symphony orchestras 
have been brought into homes 
without leaving ‘circus’ sawdust on 
the floor.” 


James L. Caddigan, DuMont di- 
rector of programming, testified 
that televising of hearings does not 
interfere with conduct. of proceed- 
ings. Through pooling of equip- 
ment by networks, he pointed out, 
only one set of cameras is neces- 
sary to provide the whole nation 
with service. And tv cameras, he 
added, are “utterly silent.” 


Ralph W. Hardy, NARTB veepee, | 
told the subcommittee that prob- | 
lem posed by televising of hearings 
is “not how to withdraw this great 
service from the people, but rather 
how to make more adequate use 
of it . .. Whatever will aid the 
process of bringing closer together 
those who govern and those who 
are governed cannot help but make 
the flame of democratic freedom 
burn brighter.” 


UTP Gets Coast Client 
For Ken Murray Vidpix 


United Television Programs last 
week wrapped up the first regional 
deal on the upcoming Ken Murray 
telepixer, “Where Were You?” by 
pacting a moving company for 12 
western markets. UTP signed 
Bekins Van & Storage through the 
Brooks agency to sponsor the show 
for 31 weeks in°L.A., San Fran- 
cisco, Seattle, Portland, Spokane, 
Omaha, Dallas, Phoenix, Tucson, 
Boise, San Diego and Denver. 

Show is heing produced by Bing 
Crosby Enterprises, with Murray 
acting as star, producer and direc- 





Gotta Plan for Vidpix Like Mass 
Production Outfits 





New Religioso Vidpix 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

A local tv religious program, 
which has run ‘live successfully 
for the past two years on the Du- 
Mont station WTTG here, is to be 
filmed and offered to stations 
throughout the country. 

It is the weekly “Hand to 
Heaven” program, featuring the 
evangelistic sermons of Rev. Jo- 
seph Uhrig, and sponsored by 
the non-denominational Hand to 
Heaven Evangelistic Assn. _ Its 
soloist is Bob Daniels who recenrt- 
ly recorded a series of sacred mu- 
sic releases with the MGM Orch. 
Filming will be done here by 
National Video Productions at 
Capital Film Studios. NVP pro- 
duces many of the tv shows eman- 
ating from Washington. 





‘Harlem-Variety Revue’ 
On Syndication Agenda 
As 1st Negro Series 


First Negro variety series for 
syndication goes into production 
Aug. 23 at the Biltmore Studios 
in N. Y., which were acquired this 
week by Louis L. Klotz, who heads 
both his own producing firm and 
the newly organized Biltmore Pro- 
ductions. Klotz claims the studios, 
in downtown Gotham (E. 4th St.), 
are the largest in the east, with 
four stages (50x140 feet, 50x100 
and two 50x65), recording, screen- 
ing’ and editing facilities. 

Syndicated series is titled “Har- 
lem Variety Revue.” Cast will be 
all-Negro, and 39 films are slated 
for the series. Klotz is dickering 
a distribution deal for the series. 
He'll follow that with another 39 
musical half-hours, the latter fea- 
turing white artists. While Klotz 
will be turning out his own prod- 
uct, studio is also available to out- 
side producers and agencies. 


Industrial Vidpix Get 
Festival Spotlighting 
Industrial films produced for 
television appear to be getting in 
their licks at overseas film festi- 
vals. Latest to get top recognition 
is Marathon TV Newsreels’ “Air- 


head,” the quarter-hour documen- 
tary produced in cooperation with 





jthe U. S. Marine Corps for Sikor- 


sky Aircraft. Film, which depicted 
the work of helicopters in evacuat- 
ing wounded in the Korean war, 
was one of nine U. S. pix selected 
for showing out of a total of 90 
entered at the Venice Film Festi- 
val. 

Pic, which has had 400 showings 
on 250 stations in the U. S., has 


Festival later this summer, and is 
one of the Golden Reel winners at 
the recent American fete in Chi- 
cago. Another Marathon tv indus- 
trial, “The Mailed Fist,” 
duced for American Car & Foun- 
dry and the Army Ordnance 
Corps) is now making the theatri- 
cal rounds, with a N. Y. showing 
current at the 49th St. Trans-Lux. 





‘Invitation Playhouse’ 
Set For German Theatres 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

“Invitation Playhouse,” vidpix 
series produced by the Tee Vee 
Co., will be shown in German thea- 
tres, following inking of a deal 
between Eugene A. Borkum of 
Munich and Marc Frederic, general 
manager of Tee Vee. 

Borkum has been here from Ger- 
many scouting for short subjects 
to pair along with a single feature 
for theatrical bills. “Invitation,” 
a 15-min. tv series, will be dubbed 
into the German language. Walter 
Kohner agented the deal. 





Salt Lake Office 
Salt Lake City, Aug. 10. 
The 16th field office of MCA-TV 
has been opened here. Head of 
the film distrib outfit is Tom Mc- 
Mahon. 
Area for sales out of the office 











tor. UTP distributes. 


oming, Colorado and Utah. 


been entered for the Edinburgh | 


(pro- | 


here will be Montana, Idaho, Wy- 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Telefilm producers would do 
well to take a Jesson from the 
nation’s mass production indus- 
tries, who sponsor 90% of the tee- 
vee shows, by adopting such pro- 
duction methods to cut costs and 
at the same time turn out quality 
product. 


So asserts Alex Gottlieb, pro- 
ducer of a new vidfilm series, 
“Dear Phoebe,” starring Peter 
Lawford, with Marcia Henderson, 
and sponsored by Campbell’s Soup. 
“Campbell’s Soup or Chrysler 
Motors wouldn’t begin their pro- 
duction line rolting without exten- 
sive meetings of every department. 
They do this to insure the best 
product with the most efficient use 
of money. That’s why we have 
been holding pre-production meet- 
ings, and will continue to have 
others,” remarked Gottlieb, a film 
producer making his tv bow. 

He said as a result of the ses- 
sions, his company has okayed 11 
scripts before filming began; that 
on the whole the thought and sug- 
gestions made during such hud- 
dies have already saved the com- 
pany lots of money. 

Participating in the _ sessions 
were Gottlieb, American National 
| Studios manager William Stephens 
|and his staff; director Don Weis 
and his assistants, and Al Ward 
and Peter Frank, repping BBD&O. 
Also in on the talks were camera- 
man Joseph Biroc; supervising 
film editor Jason Bernie, and art 
director Daniel Fapp. 

Company which began lensing 
/last Thursday plans to shoot three 
telepix every two weeks, rehears- 
‘ing when it isn’t actually shooting. 








SG’s Major Regional 
“All-Star Theatre’ Deal 


Screen Gems this week set its 
| biggest regional deal to date on 
“Your All-Star Theatre,” the “Ford 
Theatre” rerun series. Gallo Wine 


picked up for 17 markets scattered 
throughout the country on a 26- 
week deal. Series starts for Gallo 
in September. 

Meanwhile, the firm’s commer- 
cial department in New York has 
stepped up production, largely due 
to the recent addition of an ani- 
mation department. Firm has 19 
blurbs on the drawing boards and 
before the camera, 10 of them ani- 
mated. Among clients now being 
serviced are RCA, Sunshine Biscuit 
and Minute Rice. 





Ex-‘Omnibus’ Vidpix 
Set for Syndication 


Transfilm, the N.Y.-based com- 
| mercial and industrial telepix pro- 
duction outfit, is going into syndi- 
'cated sales for the first time with 
|a package of four quarter-hour 
| documentaries it originally pro- 
|duced for “Omnibus.” All four 
| played on the Ford Foundation 
|Radio-TV Workshop production 





last year. 

Three of the pix are filmbiogs— 
/one is of Nobel Prize winner Wil- 
| liam Faulkner, reportedly the only 
i film of the author ever produced. 
'It was shot at his home in Oxford, 
Miss. Others are of designer Ray- 
mond Loewy and _ photographer 
Phillipe Halsman. Fourth pic is 
“Tugboat,” depicting the daily 
activities of a tug and its crew. 


134 For ‘Range Rider’ 


Langendorf United Bakeries has 
‘added four more Coast markets to 
lits “Range Rider” exposure, bring- 
‘ing up its total regional coverage 
‘on the CBS Television Film Sales 
property to 10 markets. New out- 
lets are KEYT in Santa Barbara, 
| KERO-TV in Bakersfield, KTVU 
‘in Stockton and KIMA in Yakima. 
Biow agency’s San Francisco of- 
'fice agented the deal, which brings 
\the “Range Rider” total markets 
F 134. 


| SALESMAN 


Highly successful background and 
pos'tion in diversified field. Presently 
seeking change to TV Film Orgenizo- 
tien. Sincerely interested in this spe- 
ciclized field. Write Box V-8954, 
Veoriety, 154 W. 46 St., New York 36. 
































Sez Gottlieh — 


ores 


Pee re ee eee 











— sine . sii 
sada Eo oa Pe ds RE 


42 MUSIC 


Wednesday, August 11, 1954 





L 





\Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 


Georgia Gibbs: “More Than {| mood for “These Things God Fash- 
jioned For Me.” On this side the 
is production as weH as the tune get 





Ever”-“The Man That Got Away” 
(Mercury). “More Than Ever” 
Georgia Gibbs’ initial try at the 
mutiple-tracking gimmick and her 
first attempt at an Italian lyric in- 
terpolation. She’s tops in both de- 
partments, making it a surefire 
side. Tune is a standout ballad en- 
try with a rhythmic beat and an ef- | 
fective lyric. All spinning outlets 
will pick it up. Her workover of | 
“The Man That Got Away” is ex-| 
cellent but it’s a bit too heavy for | 
pop appeal. 

Jane Morgan: “Fair Weather | 
Friends”-‘‘Baseball” (Kapp). Nitery | 
thrush Jane Morgan gets off! 
to a solid start with this coupling. | 
Both sides are attractive items and | 
should put the Kapp label into the | 
pop hit lists for the first time. | 
“Fair Weather Friends” looms as! 
the big side in the long run. It’s a| 
meaty ballad with a hillbilly flavor | 
and Miss Morgan gets the message | 
across with impact. “Baseball” is a 
lively rovelty which helps show- 
case her piping versatility. 

Dean Martin: “That's What I 





Like”-“‘The Peddler Man” (Cap-| 


itol). Currently riding high with 
“Sway,” Dean Martin has a neat 





in his way. 

Felicia Sanders: “Doa’t Stay 
Away Too Long”’-“My Love Be-. 
longs To You” (Columbia). ‘‘Don’t 
Stay Away Too Long” gives Felicia 
Sanders her best chances for a 
breakthrough slice in some time. 
It’s a simple ballad with a neat 
blending of words and music. She 
gives it a warm reading via the 
multiple-track technique. ‘“My Love 
Belongs To You” is a cumbersome 
ballad with slim spinning chances. 

Karen Chandler: ‘Heartbeat’’- 
“Where Is The One For Me” 
(Corai). Karen Chandler knows 
how to make the most out of a 
mood ballad and “Heartbeat” fits 
the bill. Tune is an above average 
Tin Pan Alley concoction and she 
builds it into a good commercial 
entry via her effective piping at- 
tack. “Where Is The One For Me” 
is a neat change of pace. It’s a 
light-hearted rhythmic piece that'll 
get its share of spins. 


Album Review 


Frank Sinatra: “Swing Easy” | 
(Capitol). Sinatra’s second album | 
for Capitol should repeat the suc- 





followup entry in “That’s What I) cess of his initial package try, | 


Like.’’ Tune’s melodic line and ro- 
mantic lyric are right up Martin’s 


“Songs For Young Lovers.” This | 
set is switch in mood from the pre- | 
j 
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alley and he belts it out with the | 


kind of captivating lilt that nabs 
spins. Tune is from the Martin- 
Lewis starrer, “Living It Up,” 
which should help platter’s com- 
mercial potential. Flip side is less 
successful. There’s no melody or 
lyric to latch on to but Martin does 
the best he can. 

Bulawayo Sweet Rhythms Band: 
“Skokiaan”-“In The Mood” (‘Lon- 


don’. This is the platter that start-| 


ed the “Skokiaan” avalanche. It 
got to market first and it looks like 
it'll hold its lead. The Zulu tune 
has a fetching beat and the Bula- 
wayo boys, a South African group, 


give it the right touch. It’s a nat-| 


ural for the coinboxes and the 


jocks should stick to it despite the | 


flood of other waxings. On the bot- 
tom deck, the band works over “In 
The Mood.” It'll lose out to the 
“Skokiaan” kick and it’s just as 
well. 

The Four Lads: 
“Why Should I Love You” ‘Co- 


lumbia'. The Four Lads are getting | 
in on the “Skokiaan” surge with a' 


lively lyric version. The boys cap- 
ture the mood and the beat and 
the addition of words may help ’em 
steal some of the play away from 
the strictly instrumental versions. 
The flip side is a routine item with 
a standard interpretation. 

Henri Rene Orch: “Manhattan 
Mambo”-‘Please, Please’ (Victor) 
“Manhattan Mambo” is a tamale- 
style tune out of Tin Pan Alley 
that could cash in on the current 
mambo sway. Henri Rene, however, 
fails to get much of the chile flavor 
into his’ interpretation and_ it 
emerges as a so-so slice. Columbia 
Records’ cut with the Pete Rugolo 
orch is more in the spirit of the 
frenetic mood and it could make 
some noise. Rene switches to a 
rhythm & blues beat on “Please, 
Please” with better results. 

Roy Hamilton: “Ebb Tide’-“Be- 
ware” (Epic). Roy Hamilton has 
taken last year’s hit, “Ebb Tide,” 
and given it such a vivid vocal 
play that it should take off again in 
the rhythm & blues market where 
he’s most popular. His powerful 
pipes take the tune for a potent 
emotional spin. “Beware” is a 
pleasant item which Hamilton gives 
an easygoing ride, Okay for oc- 
casional spins. 


Danny Machin: “A Dollar, A_ 


Nickel and a Dime”-“These Things 
God Fashioned For Me” (Derby). 
Danny Machin won't reach the hit 


lists with this disk, his debut in 
wax competition, but he impresses 


as a crooner who could hit paydirt | 


with the right material. “A Dollar, 
A Nickel and A Dime” is a cute 


piece of material and Machin gives | 
it an enjoyable interpretation. It’l | 
get spins but it’s not strong enough | 


to buck the powerhouse, competi- 
tion. He switches to a religioso 


“Skokiaan”- | 


vious in that the Nelson Riddle | 
orch beat swings in a bright and' 
exciting style. Sinatra’s pipes ex- 
cellently complement the zingy 
rhythm. Set includes eight stand- 
ard-items and Sinatra gives them 
all a fresh, vibrant quality with his 
breezy interpretations. Best of the 
lot are “All Of Me” and “Just One 
Of Those Things.” The album) 
cover, too, is a knockout. 

Bernie Wayne: “The Broadway 
Story” (Coral). “The Broadway 
Story” is a top example of the wax 
showmanship that’s going into the | 
production of pop album sets to- 
day. It’s a musical fable especially 
created for a shellac production. | 
| Piece was composed and conducted 
j by Bernie Wayne with Danny 
| Scholl, Jim Hawthorne, Audrey | 
|Marsh, Chipper Nathan and Jan) 
|Magnes handling the vocal chores. | 
In melody and words, Wayne at-' 
| tempts to capture the heartbeat of | 
the city. It’s all seen through the | 
eyes of the cop on the beat at 


' 


Scholl. There are some bright, | 
lyrical passages and though Wayne | 
gets a bit trite and corny at times, | 


it all adds up to neat wax produc- 
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tion. Flip side of the 10-inch plat- 
ter includes four Wayne originals. 
They’re all lush and easy on the 
ear. 

Josh White: “Josh White Comes 
A Visitin’” (Livingston). This is a 
good bet for the folk fans. Josh 
White is in fine form as he plows 
through eight folk ballads, six of 
which are originals. On this pack- 
age he strays a bit from his usuai 
form by using a combo backing 
(Jimmy Crawford, drums; Al Hall, 
bass; Sammy Benskin, organ and 
piano). The group doesn’t get in 
his way and he delivers with his 


| usual charm. The set also is avail- | 


able on tape. 

Liane-Boheme Bar Trio: ‘““Boheme 
Bar” (Vanguard). Potpourri of 
vocal and instrumental offerings 
from a small bistro in Vienna 


| brings up a solid German-language 


chanteuse in Liane, cool-voiced, 
smooth and superior, who knows 


her way around a song. Sentimen- | 


tal ballads are affecting: opening 
number, imitative of U.S. jazz, is 
least effective. Vocal trio backing 
is unimpressive. Instrumental ac- 
comp is deft, unobtrusive and 
stands up well on its own in a 


|Kalman medley, waltz melange, 


etc. An appealing album. 

Martha Schlamme: “Songs of 
Many Lands” (Vanguard). Another 
Viennese singer, Miss Schlamme’s 
forte is folksongs of all nationali- 
ties. Good soprano voice, musical 
background and sympathetic feel- 
ing bring fine results on Yiddish, 
Israeli, Russ and Irish tunes, done 
lustily or tenderly, as mood com- 
mands. Western songs are less 
effective, and the spiritual offer- 
ing is out of character. Good all- 
round album, though. 





LEWIS’ AMERICAN O.O. 
: E. R. (Ted) Lewis, head of Eng- 
lish Decca, arrived in New York 


disk biz scene. 

He’s headquartering at London 
Records’ Gotham office. London 
is English Decca’s U.S. subsid. 


Falla: El Amor Brujo & El Re- 
table (Angel; $4.95). Lusty, au- 
thentic version of “Brujo” by Con- 
servatoire Orch under Argenta, 
with a fine, rich colored mezzo in 
Ana Maria Triarte for soloist. Pup- 
pet show score on reverse, though 
less important, is also interesting. 

Beethoven: Sonatas No. 30 & 31 
(RCA Victor; $5.95). Expressive, 
poetic performances by Dame 
Myra Hess of the dramatic Op.709 
(in E) and the simpler, but just as 
beautiful and melodic Op.110 (A- 
flat). Fine coupling. 

Vaughn Williams (Westminster; 
$5.95). Philharmonic Promenade, 
under Sir Adrian Boult, in vivid 
recreations of mostly unfamiliar 
but appealing works—the flavor- 
some, strongly nationalistic “Eng- 
lish Folk Song Suite’; charming, 
pastoral “Fantasia on Green- 
sleeves’; lyric, gentle ‘Norfolk 
Rhapsody,” and w.k., affecting 
“Fantasia on Theme of Tallis.” 

Tchaikovsky (Vox; $5.95). Three 


Longhair Disk Reviews 


warhorses, “1812 Overt ” 
“Marche Slave” and “Caprice, 
Italien,” rousingly played by Vien. 
na State Philharmonic Per. 
lea. “Romeo and Juliet” starts 
slowly, but picks &p pace and vigor 

Taylor: Through The Looking 
Glass (Mercury; $5.95). Fine 
sharply-etched reading by the East. 
man-Rochester Symph under Han- 
son of the evocative, impressionis. 
tic score, which is occasionally 
rich and lush as it is sometimes 
wayward and thin. 

Byrd: Great Service (Vanguard: 
$5.95). Little-known early 17th- 
century religioso choral work, with 
its somewhat involved rhythms but 
even repetition of themes, has a 
sturdy, impressive recording here 
by the Chamber Chorus of Wash- 
ington, under Paul Callaway. 

Spanish Gypsy Airs (Remington: 
$2.99). Guitarist Carlos Montoya 
and ensemble of singers, dancers 
and musicians in skillful, authentic 
renditions of a highly varied, ap- 
pealing repertory. Bron. 





MORE FEYER DISKS 
WITH ‘ECHOES’ SURGE 


With the George Feyer 10-inch 
piano potpourris proving to be one 
of its most successful pop items, 
Vox Productions has _ skedded 
several more disks of the Hun- 
| garian-American artist. Three 
weeks ago, Vox issued “Echoes of 
Latin-America” to follow on the 
other four “Echoes” albums 
(“Paris,” “Italy,” “Vienna,” ‘“Broad- 
| way”). In September, company will 
| issue Feyer’s “Echoes of Child- 
hood,” comprising tunes one re- 
members as a kid. There will be 
42 tunes in all, with rhythm ac- 
companiment to the keyboard 
work, as usual. 

In the fall, Vox is planning an 





entirely new line for Feyer, away 
'from the “Echoes” series. 





‘Decca Shares Up to 75c 
On Six-Month Earnings 


Decca Records’ earnings went up 
to 75c. per share for the six-month 
period ending June 30, 1954. In 
the same period last year diskery 
reported earnings equal to 32c. per 
share. 


The boost in earnings is attrib- 
uted to Decca’s move-in on Uni- 
versal Pictures. Diskery now owns 
718,585 share of U, representing 
73° of the pic company’s outstand- 
ing common stock. The 1953 earn- 
ings did not include Decca’s then 
proportional share of U’s undis- 
tributed earnings. 


The undistributed earnings for 
the six-month period this year 





Broadway at 50th St., sung by | /ast week for a month’s 0.0. of the | amounted to $1,204,288 on 1,602,- 


501 outstanding shares of capital 
| stock. The ’53 earnings for the 
| corresponding period were $430,- 
063 on 1,354,158 shares. 


























































































































-—|RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|— 
S om 
VARTETY 5 5/2 3 
Survey of retail sheet music =\°e Sleieale|s 
best sellers based on reports 5 |% 3/3/2718 /8 
obtained from leading stores in Pe i... Bininsi«a S 2|/%ls T 
13 cities and showing com- Zig s)/8/elsl]e 3 ‘. a | 2 
parative sales rating for this Sit 2 S£\R8iml/SiSis}ia8)6/8 o 
and last week. al=|2\s S3is|.|& MiIZ/6/3/15 H 
*ASCAP + BMI elelol<|& |g ¢ 3 21al8lals : 
~ ~ ee ~~ 2 at. — 
KIS LIL Ei Lieliitials 1/2 
(ig tS i216 i. x J »|@ iy ss 
National 7) = ig > \= o =z \|» | 2&0 P 
Rating siili=eis I z I 2|° 4 7/8111 2 
This L elelsislS/ileisle/3i| zl e| ! 
s Last s|3/s si isiele 2/8) ei <i si 8 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher o(SiEZIS (S/S /8/fF/815/S8] ee] 8] 8 
be dls Zie@limipmiOl/SlalSivigloisiais 
1 1 *Things Mean a Lot (Feist) ee ae 1 ae as Gee | 1 1 a> BY oe 
2 5 +Sh-Boom ‘4: ' 3 eee eens 3 4 4 5 3 10 9 4 7 4 GRR 2 77 
3 3  *Coins in Fountain (Robbins). 6 5 6 2 4 wy: B+, a me 1 Y ee: 
4 3 *Little Shoemaker (Bourne)... 4... 5 4 ~~. of ££ 2.4.) 2 ae 
5 6 ‘*Hey There (Frank) Set OR Sz Be See ee EF a ’.*  £::3. 
6 8 *High and Mighty (Witmark). 1... 2 ee eee ee ee pee 5 62 
7 2 *Hernando’s Hideaway (Frank) 9 10 3 1 . %' 33 7 2 € 
8 7 *Happy Wanderer (Fox)..... ay 2. 4. €7 8 *- 7 Ss ¢ 38 47 
9 9 *Chapel in Moonlight (S-B).. 5 6 1 7 Pe epee ee. Serer 42 
10 13 £+Goodnight, Sweetheart (ARC) 7... .. ey Sy wee. .o.--) ese, 30. ae 
11 — tl'm a Feel te Care (Peer)... ........ .. § 4 wi 13 
12 9 *I Understand (Jubilee)...... ce See ee eee 16. 2B : ee eee 
13 11 *Really Love Me (Duchess).. .. ......... 9 7 | a ee | 
1... 36." eee wen oe as... ........ ..... 1 10 
15 *Green Years (Harms)....... ie "opr 3e: aes 7 7 





Rival Mgt.’s Maestro 0K 
Needed to Set American 
Tour of Berlin Symph 


Curious and probably unique 
situation has arisen in connection 
with the highly-touted visit next 
winter of the Berlin Philharmonic 
Orchestra to the” U. S. under the 
baton of .Europe’s top conductor, 
Wilhelm Furtwangler. Orch’s tour 
will be under the Columbia Artists 
Mgt. banner. But Furtwangler is 
under contract (for the U. S.) to 
Columbia’s arch-rival, National 
Concert & Artists Corp., and Co< 
lumbia had to dicker with NCAC 
to get the okay for the German 
maestro to lead his own band 
here. 

Tangle came about due to the 
fact that NCAC, along with its 
closely-allied Sol Hurok office, 
started negotiations several sea- 
sons ago to bring the Vienna Phil- 
harmonic to this country, also with 
b.o. magnet Furtwangler as con- 
ductor. Hurok pulled out of the 
deal because of the conductor 
angle, feeling that Furtwangler was 
too controversial. Marks Levine, 
NCAC prez, strung along with the 
maestro and got his verbal okay 
to a personal pact. This was signed 
about a year ago. 

The Vienna Philharmonic is now 
due here in the winter or fall of 
1956, under NCAC aegis instead 
of Hurok-NCAC. Levine, who re- 
turned from Europe last week after 
a seven-week holiday, finalized the 
visit during his stay. 

The Berlin Philharmonic 
will be here next winter, opening 
in Washington, Feb. 27, ’55. It will 
play 26 concerts in 21 cities and 
the veteran Furtwangler expects 
to conduct them all. 


BOB MERRILL’S NEW PUB 
CO.; KAUFMAN PARD 


Tunesmith Bob Merrill, who re- 
cently ankled a longtime tieup 
with Joy Music, has launched his 
own publishing firm, Goldenbell 














Music. Merrill teamed up with 
| deejay Murray Kaufman in the op- 
/eration. Pubbery will be affiliated 
with ASCAP. ; 
Goldenbell’s first big push will 
be on Merrill’s own tune, “Te 
| Me, Tell Me,” which June Valli has 
| waxed for RCA Victor. 


MOM Adds More Masters 


In Weems, Vino Buyout 


| MGM Records continues to add 
| to its release output via the buy- 
|out of masters. Lastest indepen- 
| dently-made disks to be purchased 
| by the diskery were cut by crooner 
|Al Vino and orch leader Te 
Weems. 

The Vino release will be a coup- 
ling of “Il Heard You Cried Last 
Night” and “Ondine.” Weems, 
platter mates “Polka Dot Rain 
with “I Never Knew.” Both waxe 
ings will reach the market during 
the last week in August. 


Haber Joins Reis 


Bert Haber joins Herb Reis’ 
publishing firms this week. Haber, 
formerly contactman for Sheldos 
| Music, will assist Reis in abe 
| operation of latter's ASCAP an 
BMI firms. ; 

Reis launched his publishin{ ac- 
tivity about six months ago when 
he ankled Frank Music, Frank 
Loesser’s publishing firm. 
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MAJOR DISKERS IN NEW RIVALR 


Payola Il —-Worse Than Ever 


“Gee, how I long for the olden days of good clean payola. It’s 
always been with us ever since publishers came to Jolson or Val- 
jee with cut-ins on songs, but that was a ‘clean’ payola because 
a great singer did do much for a song. But today. with the a&r 
setups being what they are, it looks like the job is a license to 
steal.” That is one publisher’s observation. 


“and why not?”, adds a songwriter, “considering that the aér 
men figure they may as well get theirs while they can” (One 
a&r man observes, “You know the mortality rate of these jobs; 
while we have the hits we’re heroes but if the tide turns you 
can’t blame me for setting up a little side-business just in case.”) 


“It’s a garbage business and you’re bound to get filthy when 
you play with dirt,” adds BMI’s Bob Burton. “On the other hand, 
it’s the only one of the show biz arts where a guy with a short 
pankroll can shoot the works and maybe come up with a fortune. 
There’s no exclusive patent on any guy who can make a hit 
nowadays, so a few bucks here and there they figure can achieve 
the proper plugs or recordings. But it is ridiculous for anybody 
to fingerpoint at Broadcast Music Inc. and say that because we 
pay off on performances this has stimulated the payola to rec- 
ords, record-makers, and record jockeys. As a matter of fact 
most of our publishers are country & western firms, where the 
artist is the publisher so, obviously, the payola figures with the 
major disk labels. And who goes after the top artists?—not us 
but the top ASCAP publishers. The hillbilly and country artists 
mostly do their own songs. 


“Incidemtally, if the ASCAP songwriters’ suit has substance, 
that RCA and CBS can influence their Victor and Columbia disk- 
ery affiliations into giving them preferential treatment with art- 
ists, then how do you figure they should also be the targets of 
payola from publishers who want to achieve a greater amount 
of recordings?” . 


A common complaint to Variety has been the insistence to 
“name names” and “don’t make it such a broad swipe at the 
entire industry.” MGM Records’ Harry Meyerson points up that 
“the evil is born of the fact that there’s no such thing as ‘second 
money’ for anybody. It’s sudden death. With me they want Joni 
James; the pressure isn’t so great on our other artists. You'll 
hear all over that publishers used to balk at Vaughn Monroe 
but now that his ‘Mambo’ is No. 1 at Victor they’re pressing 
him all over again. Tommy Edwards did ‘Secret Love’ first for 
us but Doris Day on Columbia soon stole the entire market. 
There’s no such thing as ‘second money.’ Archie Bleyer walks 
away with ‘Hernando’s Hideaway’ on his indie Cadence even 
though Columbia has the album. And when Eddie Fisher goaled 
them with ‘Wish You Were Here’ for Victor, who else wanted to 
make the tune? Occasionally ‘Three Coins in the Fountain’ or 
‘Moulin Rouge’ or ‘The High and Mighty’ get the cross-the-board 
treatment, but even that’s hazardous. You’d think that Sinatra, 
who did the original soundtrack in the film, would wham ’em 
with his recording, so the Four Aces step out and take it away. 
That’s why the dealers and coin-machines don’t want anything 
but the one smash seller; and when we get a piece of material 
it’s a cloak & dagger whodunit, everybody’s sworn to secrecy, 
just to be first on the market.” 


“This too shall pass,” is the nice-Nellie wishful thinking of a 
name songsmith who at the same time deplores that “they 
butcher our copyrights; they want in on the very basis of our 
creative work. At least in the old days if we put a bandleader’s 
name on the sheet music he did or didn’t get a third or the me- 
chanicals or the sheet music, but his name-power might have 
had a potent value in selling those records and sheets. Today 


they don’t want the billing; they’d rather have the payoff sub 
rosa.” 


The big question is “how do the executives at the top stand 
for this, unless of course they're satisfied so long as the a&r men 
produce the hits. Maybe they’d rather have a hep guy with a 


little larceny than an honest character who doesn’t know what 
it’s all about.” 


The this-too-shall-pass wishful-thinkers look to television as 
the panacea, pointing to Jane Froman’s “I Believe” as a sample 
of making a hit via video. The harker-backers, of course, can 
recall the “royalty” deals Max Dreyfus gave George White and 
Earl Carroll as-inducement for using his (Chappell’s) stable of 
writers. This was considered a legitimate business arrangement 
in the heyday of Broadway revues. 


The earthier songwriters complain, “We used to squawk when 
they called us barflies, or hopheads, or dese&dose guys, but this 
romancing’ of the aér guys, just to get a record, is even more 
degrading. How low must you get to land a record nowadays; 
you gotta romance the executive, the artist, the disk jockey and 
everybody right down the line.” 


5 This is democracy at work,” says another music man, “when 

rtd with a manuscript and the enterprise to get it to the right 

= St and the right recording company can get a hit and achieve 

Mn many performances as anybody else, and not be afraid of 
ax) Dreyfus or (Louis) Bernstein or ‘the Big 3’.” - 


— Victor’s Manie Sacks says, “I purposely pay our people 
the € to keep them above temptation,” and Meyerson scoffs at 
MG R Apne who complained about “a plug song.” Says the 
nog a&r chief, “Outside of an office in Hollywood a publisher 
Orleans has an office in Chicago, or Pittsburgh, Frisco or New 
Our — Maybe it’s a case of the tail wanting to wag the dog. 
rial pe problem is to keep our artists alive. Without mate- 
year re re no good, and if a Joni James, who makes 12 sides a 
Fo us say, records four standards, and that leaves her eight 
“thet » We must make sure the material is right. She wants it 

way too. Sure, maybe she is friendlier with one firm than 


foe hk but friendship must be supported by the right material 


“Perhaps an even greater problem’to all concerned,” says an- 
(Continued on page 49) 





VYING NOW ON HIT 
TUNE. POTENTIALS 


By MIKE GROSS 


The major record companies are 
beginning to buck each other on 
hit tune potentials. Heretofore, the 
top disk companies were interested 
primarily in exclusive songs and 
if a rival company broke through 
with a click platter, they were will- 
ing to let it have the field to itself. 
In recent months, however, the 
majority of top artists & repertoire 
men have taken to lining up their 
top artists to battle a similar 
slotted disker on a rival label with 
the same tune. 

Most of a&r men still believe 
that only one disk version -of a 
tune picks up all the marbles and 
that second money seldom is worth 
the effort. Switch in thinking is 
based on the fact that now the 
a&r men believe that if they can 
get to market before the rival 
company’s disk has made any im- 
pact, their chances for a_ break- 
through are just about even. 

RCA Victor and Columbia are 
pointing up the mew intensity of 
the battle for top shellac version 
of a tune. Both labels became 
aware of the excitement stirred up 
by Connee Boswell’s etching of “If 
I Give My Heart To You” on Decca. 
Although the Decca disk didn’t 
step out, the tune created plenty 
of interest and Victor jumped in 
immediately with a cutting by 
Dinah Shore. Columbia then rushed 
in with a slice by Doris Day. 

Another disk company battle is 


brewing on cuttings of “Smile,” 
Charlie Chaplin’s 20-year-old 
theme for the pic, “Modern 


Times.” London Records has cut 
it three ways, Frank Chacksfield, 
Lita Roza and David Whitfield. 
Victor has pitched in Sunny Gale 
for a vocal workover and The 
Melachrino Strings for the instru- 
mental version. In its desire to get 
in on the “Smile” bandwagon, Cap- 
itol Records scrapped one side of 
an already ‘released Nat (King) 
Cole platter so it could get out 
fast with his version of the song. 
Tune shelved, “Je Vous Aime Beau- 
coup,” has been scheduled for the 
next Cole release. : 
There’s also a record company 
battle developing over the Zulu 
entry, “Skokiaan.” Tune broke out 
via the London Records’ waxing by 


'the Bulawayo Sweet Rhythms Band 


about two weeks ago and Capitol 
came in fast with a Ray Anthony 
cut, Mercury joined in with Ralph 
Marterie and Victor is in for its 


crack at the “Skokiaan” coin with | 
Perez Prado. Columbia got into the | 


act with its top vocal combo, The 
Four Lads. 


CARLTON MAPS 0’SEAS 
TREK ON VICTOR SALES 


Indicative of the growing realiza- 
tion of the importance of the in- 
ternational market, RCA Victor’s 
pop artists & repcrtoire chief Joe 
Carlton will trek to Europe next 
month for a hurried round of con- 
ferences with execs of His Master's 
Voice and other overseas affiliates 
of the plattery. He expects to be 
gone about two weeks. 

Carlton will visit London, Paris, 





Rome and Berlin, discussing pro- | 


motional plans, helping map sales 
drives and dickering for the ex- 
change of artists and materials 
with the European platteries. 


Cap Sets Global Plug 
For Kidisk Artist Bozo 


Capitol Records has line up a 
global plug for Bozo, its kidisk 
artist, via a tieup with the U. S. 
Air Force. Bozo, the Capitol 
clown, will tour bases in England, 
France, Germany, Austria and pos- 
sibly Italy. The clown will ap- 
pear at post exchanges for the 
children of armed forces _per- 
sonnel.- 

Tour, which will run a month, 
will be kicked off Aug. 16 when 
Bozo takes off from Westover 
Field, Conn. 











Victor’s Fall Sales Album Pitch 
Keyed to Pops, Hi-Fi & Toscy 





Have Disk, Will Travel 


Something of a record for 
hedge-hopping was set’ by 
George R. Marek, manager of 
RCA Victor’s artists and reper- 
toire, in the interests of new 
overseas recording and domes- 
tic field contacting in behalf 
of the new Listener’s Digest. 

In three weeks this has been 
his chronological itinerary: a 
one-week quickie to London 
and Brussels, and upon his re- 
turn to Philadelphia, Newark, 
the Chicago National Assn. of 
Music Merchants convention, 
Los Angeles, Frisco, Portland 
(Ore.), Pittsburgh and Mont- 
real. 


Mills Wins Rights 


To ‘Tzena’ Tune 


Mills Music won its battle against 
Cromwell Music over the rights to 
the tune, 
In a decision handed down in 
N. Y. Federal Sourth last week, 
Judge Vincent Leibell upheld Mills’ 














known as Michrovsky, was the orig- 
inal composer of 
Cromwell, a Howie Richmond sub- 
| Sid, alleged that the melody was 
in public domain. 


well is discontinuing publication 
of its version of the tune contain- 
ing an English lyric by Gordon 
Jenkins. Tune was turned into a 
disclick a few years back by Jen- 
kins and The Weavers on the 
Decca label. The case had been 
pending in Federal Court since 
1950. The trial took place in Feb- 
ruary, this year. Cromwell attor- 
neys currently are studying the de- 
cision and an appeal is contem- 
plated. 


‘Palitz To Head Up New 





lishing activity next month with 
the formation of another BMI firm. 
The new pubbery will be tagged 


chief Morty Palitz as general man- 
ager. Gale’s other pubbery, Shel- 
don Music, 
managed by Goldie Goldmark. 


field follows the line already taken 
by two other a&r men. Ex-RCA 





llishing biz together under the 
| Trinity Music banner. Palitz, who 
| cently was a musical director at 
| Bell Records. 





Rynd Renamed Prexy 
Of Audio & Video Firm 


chairman-of-the-board and prexy 
of Audio & Video Products. Corp. 
at firm’s annual stockholders’ meet 
recently. 
Conclave also 
board of directors; Irving Buckley, 
Max Graff, Edward V. Otis; Ber- 
nard Smith, Sidney K. Wolf and 
Erwin Wolfson. The reelected offi- 
cers of A&V are Thomas Merson, 
v.p., Richard Rynd, v.p.-treasurer, 
and Joseph G. Connolly, secretary. 


Miller’s N.Y.-L.A. 





pop artists & repertoire chief, 
heads to the Coast this week for a 
series of recording sessions. He'll 
be gone about 10 days. 

Joe Carlton, pop artists & rep- 
lertoire chief at RCA Victor, ar- 
rived back at his New York desk 
|Monday (9) after a quickie trek to 
the Coast. 





“Tzena, Tzena, Tzena.” , 


claim that Isachar Miron, formerly | 


the melody. ; 


As a result of the decision, Crom- | 


BMI Pubbery For Gale 


Moe Gale is expanding his pub-' 


Stratton Music, and Gale is bring- | 
ing ex-Decca artists & repertoire | 


will continue to be, 


‘The Palitz move into the pubbery 


Victor a&r chiefs Joe Csida and | 
Charlie Green are now in the pub-| 


|takes over Stratton Sept. 1, re-| 


Charles E. Rynd was reelected | 


reelected the | 


Mitch Miller, Columbia Records | 


* RCA Victor’s pitch fer the fall 


album trade hinges on more than 
wax alone. In its upcoming pack- 
age push, diskery is going. all-out 
on new disk showmanship tech- 
niques, which includes specially 
| designed laminated album covers, 
emphasizing art work, and liner 
texts by top writers. 

Victor is tagging -its fall drive 
“1954’s Best Buy Program” in a 
program based on “Four Keys To 
Greater Profits.” The new line will 
feature five new Toscanini albums, 
ja series of four top songs of the 
|years between 1926 and _ 1945, 
{three longplay mood: music plat- 
| ters and a flock of new high fideli- 
ty albums waxed in label’s “new 
_ orthophonic” sound technique. 

To get the new sets off to a fast 
| start on the dealer level, Victor is 
| offering a special bonus platter 
| plan. For every $30 of “Best Buy” 
|!merchandise bought, diskery will 
|cuffo a $6.95 album. Victor is not 





limiting the number of bonus 
albums to the dealers but the 
offer applies to the initial “Best 
Buy” order only. Five “Best Buy” 
platters have been set aside for 
the bonus offer. The cuffo sets are 
Melachriro’s “Music For Two 
| People Alone,” “Music For Day- 
| dreaming,” and “Music To Work 
or Study By,” Toscanini’s work- 
over of Schubert's Ninth Symphony 
and a special “Adventure in High 
Fidelity” set. 
Hi - Fi 

The “Adventure in High Fideli- 
ty” album will come boxed with 
|a booklet explaining the new re- 
corded sound vogue as well as a 


(Continued on page 48) 


Big Play Set On 
‘Star’ Pic Album 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

| Columbia is planning ‘the most 
| diversified packaging in its history 
'for the original soundtrack album 
of “A Star Is Born,” the Judy Gar- 
land starrer. Set will be com- 
pleted this week with the inclusion 
of the final “Born in a Trunk” 
production number, which runs ap- 
proximately 14 minutes. 


“Star” album will occupy both 
sides of a 12-inch LP and is the 
| biggest soundtrack album ever of- 
fered. 

Co.umbia is scheduling a deluxe 
package which will include a story 
oi tne filin and a biography of Miss 
Garland as the leader. It will re- 
tail for around $10. In addition, 
there will ne a 45 EP album, a 
standard 12-inch LP and a con- 
| deused 10-inch LP as well as a 78 
rpn: aibum 

Seore, by Harold Arlen and Ira 
Gershwin, has seven new tunes in- 
cluding “i lie Man Who Got Away,” 








which is already breaking for a 
jhit. It also includes bits and 
‘snatches of almost two dozen 


standards. 


London's Fall Push Te 
Stress Packaged Goods 


London Records is following the 
line already set by the major U. S. 
diskeries by gearing its fail push 
on packaged goods. On London’s 
fall agenda are 12 new 12-inch 
longplay sets. Among the diskery’s 
pactees highlighting the fall pro- 
gram are Frank Chacksfield, Ted 
' Heath, Stanley Black, Bob Farnon 
| and Edmundo Ros. 
| The fall drive, which will kick 
off in October, also will include 
/counter rack merchandise as well 
as dealer sales and promotion aids. 
Label’s annual summer sales pro- 
gram winds up Sept. 17. The sum- 
mer plan includes a special 10% 
discount and payment in October, 
November and December on orders 
taken during the July 26-Sept. 17 
\ drive. 
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Caedmon Sets Fall 
Educ! Disk Push 


Caedmon Records, indie label 
specializing in recitation platters, 
ig eyeing the educational market 
in its fall merchandising push. 
Diskery is prepping a series of long- 
play platters to be tagged, “Monu- 
ments of Early English Drama.” 
The series will serve as a showcase 
of the earliest examples of English 
theatre. 

Caedmon’s 24-year-old femme 
execs, Marianne Roney and Bar- 
para Cohen, headed up the ses- 
sions disked recently at St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Church, N. Y. Among 
the 20 legit actors used on the 
dates were Burgess Meredith, 
Frederic Worlock, Terence Kil- 
burn, Darren McGavin, Richard 
Purdy, Frank Silvera, Frederick 
Rolf and Sybil Baker. 

The series will be issued as) 
separate LPs and in a volume of 
four platters. The first volume will 
include “Quem Quaertis,” consid- 
ered by Caedmon to be the earli- 
est church play; “Banns,” read 
by J. Bessinger, English prof at 
Brown U.; “The Deluge,” “Robin 
Hood” and “The Shetland Sword 
Dance.” The second volume will! 








‘reciting the 


be composed ‘of “Everyman” in its 
entirety starring Burgess Meredith. 
The third volume will include 
“The Second Shepherd's Play,” 
“Gamma Gurtin’s Needle,” Ralph 
Royster Doyster,” “The Merry 
Play” and “Gorboduc.” The final 
volume will present the earliest 
“Faustus.” 

Also on Caedmon’s fall sked are 
an LP of Edgar Allan Poe’s poetry 
read by Basil Rathbone, with an 
album cover by Charles Addams; 
William Carlos Williams reading 
his own poetry; Marianne Moore, 
ditto; Padraic Column. reading 
James Joyce; Louis Jourdan and 
Eva LeGallienne reading “Les 
Fleurs de Mal,” and Alfred Drake 
“Rubiyat of Omar 
Khayyam.” 


Decca Sets Up 50 Dealer 
Meets in Big Sales Drive 


Decca Records has_ scheduled 
close to 50 dealer meets around 
the country this week as part of 





| its 20th anni sales push. Confabs 


will be conducted by diskery’s 
branch and sales managers, who'll 
brief dealers on upcoming pack- 
aged goods product. 

The packaged goods program, 
which is being sparkplugged by 
the five 12-inch longplay platter 
set by Bing Crosby, is up for a 
hefty coast-to-coast plug Sunday 
(14) when CBS salutes Crosby’s al- 
bum with a special half-hour show. 


Label X Inks Manson 


Harmonica player-composer Ed- 
dy Manson has been inked to a 
longterm pact by Label X. Man- 
son’s last shellac entry was for Co- 
lumbia Records last year when he 
worked over the theme music he 
composed for the pic, “Little Fugi- 
tive.” 

Manson, who is managed by 
(Joe) Csida-(Charlie) Grean, has an 
exclusive writer’s pact with Trin- 
ity Music. 


VICTOR USING L. A. AREA 
AS TEST FOR POP TUNES 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Skyrocketing Los Angeles rec- 
ord market has prompted some ex- 
periments on the part of RCA Vic- 





to test pop tunes. Final figures 
boosted Los Angeles to second 
place nationally, or within a frac- 
tion of that mark. 

As a result, Victor is pre-releas- 
ing its top disks on the Coast first 
to get an idea of potential nation- 
wide reaction. Eddie Fisher's “I 


available elsewhere, 
Shore’s “If I Give My Heart To 





where. 


tor, which is now using the area | 


aren’t in, but sales locally in July | 





} 


| 


| 


| 
| 





here before it was shipped else- | 


Major Diskers in All-Out Bid To 
Overtake Indies in Jazz Field 


i. 





Mills Buys Share Of 


Siegel’s German Tune 
Mills Musi¢ has bought a share 
of the U. S. publishing rights to the 
German elick, “Leg Deine Hand In 
Meine Hand,” from Paul Siegel’s 
Symphony House Music firm. The 
tune has been published here as 
“Forevermore” and has been re- 
corded by Johnny Desmond and 
Jane Russell for Coral and Eddy 
Howard for Mercury. English lyrics 


- 


The upcoming fall release sched- 
ule, accenting packaged goods, 
marks the major record companies’ 
first allout bid to overtake the 
indie labels in the jazz field. Dur- 
ing the war years and for some 
time thereafter, the majors fluffed 
off jazz and rhythm & blues, with 
the result that a host of small 
companies sprang up in beth 
fields. In the past few years, how- 
ever, Columbia with the Okeh line 
and RCA Victor with Groove have 
tried to recover the lost r&b mar- 
| ket with small success. Though 





were written by Paul Siegel, Es-| oth Col and Victor have had an 


telle Moss and Herbert Nelson. 
Meantime, Siegel is on a mid- 
west deejay trip plugging the disks. 


Entratter Inks Cole For 
3 Years of Sands Dates 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Jack Entratter has signed Nat 





in a “revolutionary” stage idea. 


You” also had several days’ run | Dates are not definite. 


Cole’s Sands bow may be in a 


“Ziegfeld Follies” format. 
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CREW CUTS (Mercury) 
1 2 CONES ch rg ts Se wae 5 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 = 3 2 2 2 1 3 2 1 170 
KITTY KALLEN (Decca) 
2 3 “Little Things Mean a Lot”... 2 2 2 3 1 4 .- £22 1 Ce 2 6 1 412 
ARCHIE BLEYER (Cadence) 
3A 4 £=x“Hernando’s Hideaway”...... a 2 8 4 2 i See ae 2 ce a i 5 5 115 
GAYLORDS (Mercury) 
3B 1 “Little Shoemaker” _ a bk: 4 . 5 2 5 10 10 5 3 2 3 1 1 1 3. 2 425 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col.) 
5 5 y a. rr ne 6 5 1 a = 6 a 3 6 2 5 7 6 6 7 oe 
FOUR ACES (Decca) 
64 7 4x“Three Coins in the Fountain”. 3 8 a Se 3 10 9 4 64 
VICTOR YOUNG (Decca) 
6B 12 “High and the Mighty”....... 8 1 7 1 1 7 1 6 3 64 
McGUIRE SISTERS (Coral) 
8 10 “Goodnight, Sweetheart”..... <a "ee ee e.% g¢ re Se | a ee eee eee 8 10 10 54 
FRANK WEIR (London) : 
9 6 “Happy Wanderer”.......... > ee. 2 6 8 6 7 3 5 42 
KITTY KALLEN (Decca) 
10 9 “Chapel in the Moonlight”.... .... 5 9 @ § 6 8 6 9 34 
LeROY HOLMES (M-G-M) " 
11 8 “High and the Mighty”....... — 6 SP 7 5 4 27 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Vic.) 2 
12 a “Little Shéemaker”.......... P 6 3 4 5 26 
CREW CUTS (Mercury) 
13 18 “Crazy "Bout You, Baby”...... a 7 5 10 6S 20 19 
FOUR TUNES (Jubilee) 
14 1] “I Understand How You Feel”. .. 10 4 9 7. 9 9 184 
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DAVID WHITFIELD (London) 12 
SOR .. QUT cu nes ep cnie eras 7 3 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
224 12 “If You Really Love Me”..... 9 8 8 8 11 
DRIFTERS (Atlantic) 1 
2B .. Momay Bave’....... 3. cece 8 3 
2 FONTANE SISTERS (Dot) 6 10 10 
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Need You Now” was released here | ‘King) Cole for three years, three | 
almost two weeks before it was | weeks annually, and will open him | 
and Dinah | at the Sands, Las Vegas, shortly 


occasional disclick in the r&b 
| field, the bulk of the biz has stayed 
| with the indie labels like Atlantic, 
| Specialty, Cat, etc. 


| In the jazz field, on the other 
| hand, the majors are meeting with 
| better success. Col is increasing 
‘ts passes at the jazz collector in 
|projects sponsored by George 
Avakian, label’s pop album head. 
Recently Victor has gotten back 
into the act and Decca, Capitol and 
Mercury are prepping a fall drive 
On jazz product. Tradesters are 
eyeing the major’s initial serious 
move into the jazz market, because 
the big companies can give the 
indies a lot of trouble with their 
superior distribution plants and 
the possibility that they can mar- 
| ket a 12-inch platter for the same 
| price as an indie 10-inch. 
Delayed Take 

However, the big hitch in the 
majors’ resurgence of interest in 
jazz is the fact that the indies 
have tied up the majority of top 
jazz names to exclusive pacts. Nor- 
man Granz, who operates the indie 
Clef and Norgran labels, has the 
largest stable of artists, with over 
30 jazz names recording for the 
two companies. With the other 
top jazz tooters pacted to such 
indies as Prestige, Fantasy, 
Pacific Jazz, Blue Note, Good Time 
Jazz, Contemporary, Roost and 
Discovery, 
forced to dig up new faces. This 
reverses the situation wherein the 
indies were the experimental out- 
lets for jazz artists. To beat the 
indie competition, the majors now 
have to become experimental and 

evelop new jazzmen. 

Mercury already is prowling for 


,its EmArcy line and has come up~ 


with Paul Bley, Helen Merrill and 
Med Floury. Victor has just signed 
Dick Collins, trumpeter with the 
Woody Herman orch, and there 
are deals being dickered at all the 
|; majors. Even Capitol’s new “Stan 
Kenton Presents” line is pegged 
at developing new talent. 


First Entirely Jazz 
Background on Pic Set 
On Coast by Stevens 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

The first entirely jazz back- 
ground ‘for a film has been com- 
pleted by composer-conductor 
Leith Stevens, who batoned some 
of the top jazz sidemen on the 
Coast in recording the score for 
“Private Hell 36,” the new Filme 
makers release. Stevens also com- 





, posed the score for “The Wild 
One,” which included some jazz 
passages. 


“Hell,” however, marks the first 
time a Hollywood feature film has 


made use of jazz for the entire 
background score. Music was re- 
corded by Shorty Rogers, whose 


“new school of jazz” technique was 
figured by Stevens and producer 
Collier Young as being especially 
appropriate for the story of two 
cops who find a hidden cache of 
$200,000 in stolen money. 

Score includes one song num- 
ber, “Did You Know,” which was 
written by the film’s dialog direc- 
tor, John Franco. 

Sidemen on the date with Rogers 
included Pete Candoli, Carlton 
McBeth and Charlie Griffith, trum- 
pets; Milt Bernhart, Harry Betts, 


Bob Enevoldson and George Rob- ,. 


erts, trombone; John Graas, French 
horn; Paul Sarmento, tuba; Jim 
Giuffre, Bob Cooper, Bud Shank, 
Lennie Nichaus and Sal Franzella, 





saxes; Claude Williamson, plano; 
, Monte Budwig, bass, and Shelly 
Manne, drums. 

Ralph Stein, newly-appointed 
artists & repertoire chief of Orig- 
inal Records, has pacted the Uni- 


versity Four, vocal combo, and 


pianist Joe Pica, 


the majors are being-! 
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Berkshire Fest Winding to Biggest 
Season, With $350,000 Gate Seen 


Lenox, Mass., Aug. 10. 

The Berkshire Festival, at near- 
by Tanglewood, is winding up iis 
17th season next Sunday (15), with 
new attendance and_ boxoffice 
marks in prospect. Fest, now rec- 
ognized as the most important and 
distinguished summer longhair 
event in America, had its best 
weekend of tile season with a 
10,600 attendance last Saturday (7) 
and 12,700 on Sunday (8). It’s big- 
gest weekend—the finale—is still 
to come, with about 30,000 ex- 
pected. 

Last year’s fest set a record with 
118,000 patrons and a $311,600 
take. Attendance this year should 
be near 150,000, while the take 
may exceed $350,000. Threats of 
rain kept crowds down in early 
weeks, but this seems to have been 
overcome later. 

Success of the fest proves the 
wisdom of the decision by music 
director Charles Munch and man- 
ager George E. Judd to enlarge 
the setup this season, bringing the 
full Boston Symphony Orchestra 
here for six weekends of concerts 
instead of three. Other new devel- 
opment, which followed as a corol- 
lary, was the incorporation of 
chamber music concerts into the 
regular festival as a major feature. 
The new six-week setup has. paid 
off boxofficewise, while music— 
and artisticwise the fest has main- 
tained its rep and standing, and 
added new patrons. 


+ 





This week’s final events com-| 
prise a sonata program by violinist | 
Zino Francescatti tomorrow night | 


(Wed.), a Saturday concert by the 
full BSO, and the Sunday windup, 


| membership fee. 


when Berlioz’s Requiem will be| 


done, with orch, 
chorus. In addition, Friday will 
witness the annual Tanglewood on 


various departments of the Berk- 
shire Music Center participating. | 
Thomas Schippers will conduct the 
BSO, Arthur Fiedler will be guest | 
as batoneer of the Boston Pops, 
and Brenda Lewis will sing the 
title role in the final scene from 
“Salome.” 


soloists and | 
| ground. 





Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending July 31) 
London, Aug. 3. 


Things Mean a Lot... Robbins 
Cath: PA ove ed Robbins 
Happy Wanderer’ .. Bosworth 
Wanted Harms-Connelly 
Coins in Fountain....... Feist 
Secret Love.. Harms-Connelly 
Little Shoemaker ..Bourne 


Friends, Neighbors -....Reine 


BIS CASGRETS oy pecs: s See Bron 

Heart of My Heart... F.D.&H. | 

I Get So Lonely Maddox 

Never Land... Keith Prowse 
Second 12 

Young at Heart Victoria 


Story of Tina....Macmelodies 
Don’t Laugh At Me Toff 
My Friend .. .. Chappell 
Someone Else’s Roses’ Fields 
Cross Over Bridge New World 
The Book Kassner 
Gilly Gilly Ossenfeffer. Spier 


Changing Partners Mellin 
Make Love to Me...... Morris 
West of Zanzibar... .Bluebird 
Such a Night..:.:... Sterling 








Newest Amateur Bait 
Is Proiect for Home 
For Aged Songwriters 


If a songwriter can’t make a 





bankroll when he’s young, he’s | 
now assured of a luxurious home | 
when he grows old. All for a $2} 
That’s the new- 
est angle being worked among | 
amateur cleffers. 

The latest pitch covers plenty of | 
It’s called “The National | 


|/Home for Aged Musicians, Song- | 
Parade feature, with the BSO and | 


| Poets & Music Teachers” and is 


writers, Lyricists, 


Composers, | 


operated by one Leo Leonard out 
of a postoffice box in Los Angeles. 
Leonard is raising coin for his pro- | 


| jected“home for the aged by solicit- } 


Judd, who have been an official | 


of the Boston symph for 40 years 
and its manager since 1935, as well 
as the fest’s manager, is retiring | 
from both posts Sept. 1. Thomas | 
D. Perry Jr., assistant manager of | 
the orch, is replacing Judd. 





Decca, Victor Vie 
On ‘Show Business 


Decca Records and RCA Vic- 


| 


tor are gearing for another battle | 


via album releases of the same 
Irving Berlin score. Both labels 
are prepping sets of Berlin’s forth- 
coming 20th-Fox pic, “There’s No 
Business Like Show Business.” 


Decca’s set will include three of | 
the stars from the pic, Ethel Mer- | 


man, Donald O’Connor and Dan 
Dailey. Victor, on the other hand, 
will battle it out with only one of 
the pic’s stars, Marilyn Monroe. 
Both labels tangled on a Berlin 
score a few years ago when each 


waxed a “Call Me Madam” album. | 


Decca was in the catbird seat, 
Since it had the show’s star, Ethel 
Merman, under contract. Victor got 
the original cast rights, sans Miss 
Merman, since it had a hefty in- 
vestment in the legituner. 


NEW CALLOWAY COMBO 





, combo to return to the nitery and 
| vaude circuit. 


| television guestints scheduled for 


ing contributions from possible fu- | 
ture inmates with a_ grandiose | 
prospectus. 

A sample of Leonard’s prose fol- 
lows: “We can picture a large, 
| beautiful administration building | 
with homey interiors, with a large | 
| library housing statues of the mas- 
|ters, and a vast index of books | 
/and musical compositions. This | 
structure also to house on one side | 
| its offices, a large concert hall with | 
| all of the modern scientific devel- | 
| opments including soft opera | 
| chairs, a sunken and movable or- | 
chestra pit, a revolving stage with | 
the best acoustical developments | 

. This central structure to be | 
surrounded by beautiful paths, | 
lawns, a golf course with an invit- | 
ing green... | 


j 
| 
' 





TO DEBUT IN LAS VEGAS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 
Cab Calloway finishes his legit 
stint in ““Porgy and Bess” this week 
and begins rehearsing a new small 


Outfit will debut 
Sept. 7 at the lounge of the Sahara 
Hotel, Las Vegas. 

Calloway has several radio and 


the next month and may unveil his 
new combo on one of these, 





Four Tunes booked for the Chi- 
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Coin Machines _ Retail Disks 








Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 














TALENT 





|drew good houses despite the fact 





cago Theatre, Chicago, Sept. 3. 


NOTE: The current comparative sales “strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de. 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in’ the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


POSITIONS 

This Last 

Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
{Sh-Boom 

1 2 CREW CUTS (Mercury)..........--++++++: )Crazy ’Bout You, Baby 

" {Little Things Mean a Lot 
2 1 KITTY KALLEN (Decca) “seseestszeee* SChone! In The Moonlight 
: (Hey There 

3 6 ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) ....... )This Ole House 

4 Ss ARCHIE BEYER (Cadence) ............-. Hernando’s Hideaway 

5 3 GAYLORDS (Mercury) .. .....cecccescscer Little Shoemaker 
Three Coins In Th i 

¢ 4: POUR ACES Cees) ooo kd. ane nchy gh i name 

7 McGUIRE SISTERS (Coral) .............. Goodnight, Sweetheart 

8 ; View woes CLOCCA). 5 i a High and the Mighty 

9 8 FRANK WEIR (London) ................. Happy Wanderer 


10 HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor)......... Little Shoemaker 

TUNES 
POSITIONS (*ASCAP. +BMI) 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 3 I ee Re Sie rn ne ia os Ht NS Hill & Range 
2 *LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT ...... irene ow caaedleuata Meno Feist 
3 1 ee te Ef | NR a Seat omy: Ewe 8 SS ila Bourne 
4 7 ee ee ey EE oo avs Wns b dase anes eee dewlee eee Witmark 
5 5 Ce ee AOR og ona Ca ie see tna hee Frank 
6 6 UD os os) ae leh, ie ais, . bis'e wane db kineled oa aA Frank 
7 4 *THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN Pe ata ee PO Pee Fre ee Ae Robbins 
8 +GOODNIGHT, SWEETHEART, GOODNIGHT..................... Are 
vf) *HAPPY WANDERER... . Sua et Me eee ess eve ane ee ca} Fox 
10 9 *CHAPEL IN THE MOONLIGHT. cthaeevs s poepiaal<sccedis Shapiro-B 








little over 1,000 customers sat on 
the dance floor during the show 


Cornell-Fielding Combo 
Draws Good Frisco Gate! inz's “rhytme, tne “ronsenes 


night, Aug. 4, they played a North- 
San Francisco, Aug. 10. f= California summer resort, Rio 


*« The only local appearances of Nido at 
the package show headed by Don | 1 599, ENR, RENE, ENS Srey 


Cornell, and featuring the Gay- 
lords and Jerry Fielding’s band, 





San Antonio—The Jacoby broth- 
ers, Boy and Gene, appearing here 
|on WOAI-TY, have signed a new 
| recording contract with Columbia. 
They have just waxed four sides, 
including “One Man’s Opinion” 
and “Laredo,” both original songs. 





that they were not presented in| 

the usual package concert halls. 
The San Francisco appearance | 
was at a Market St. dancehall, | 











Gayle Inks New Thrush 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Tim Gayle, one of the first to 
use indie masters as a means of in- 
troducihg and building new singers, 
has signed Pat Casey to a manage- 
ment-publicity contract and will 
cut several sides with her shortly 
using his usual formula. His most 
recent acquisition in the field is 
Johnny Holiday, signed by Pacific 
— on the basis of two indie mas- 
ers. 


Gayle has been associated with 
such singers as Marion Morgan, 
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THE ORIGINAL 


SKOKIAAN 


backed by 


IN THE MOOD 


1491 and 45-1491 


WOW 


RECORDS 


THE BEST 


the only native 
South African interpretation 


BULAWAYO SWEET RHYTHMS BAND 
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First pictures of Lou Monte doing the “Italian Huckle Buck’’! 





oye gimalu Huckle Buck 
‘\ Va gimalu Huckle Buck 


eS | ee ee ¢ ed - la busha new poka enda 
_ @ Zee News ze va gumba Se ae : la busha new poka e vora 
tu zee out of fuck wt | oe a es ma new di stanga mya 
: Be Se - ee Bes:  -\ ga tu zee forta engord 


umovanewpokaela {  — \ Ta Barata Cuma si fa lu 
: 3 J ee HucdeBuck 


Lou Monte 


ITALIAN 
HUCKLE BUCK 


and 


\ \ JUST LIKE BEFORE 


~ >, 20/47-5882 
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48 MUSIC VARIETY Wednesday, August 11, 1954 
On The Upbeat Yanked From Jakes As || Songs With Largest Radio Audience 
‘ § , »§ 0.K The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), bas 
uggestive 4 tores ° ¥ ’ ed on 
New York Intyre orch set for Oklahoma U.’s Memphis, Aug. 10. nena ki once d Gone tea De tame Ge Posen 


Patti Page tees off the entertain- 
ment policy at the Laurei Hills 
Supper Club, Columbia, S.C., Aug. 
23... Vocal coach Bobbie Kroll 
collabing on a flock of tunes with 
Milton Berle. Initial effort, “Stars 
Never Cry,” is being published by 
Bregman, Vocco & Conn... . Joni 
James into the Bolero Supper 
Club, Wildwood, N.J., Aug. 23... 
Fran Warren opens at Fazio’s, Mil- 
waukee, Friday (13)... Betty 
Madigan nabbed a two-week date 
at the Chicago Theatre, Chicago, 
beginning Aug. 20... Bob Devere 
in from Chicago to set up his own 
publishing and management office 
. . . Leonard Feather pacted by 
Horizon Press to pen a “Jazz En- 
cyclopedia” . . . Charlie Fuqua’s 
Ink Spots booked into the Waikiki 
Lau-Yee-Chai, Honolulu, for three 
weeks beginning Dec. 11.. . Merle 
Miller profiles Artie Shaw in 
September issue of Esquire mag. 
. . . Laurie Sisters, Mercury Re- 
cording artists, hosted the New 
York deejays at a cocktailery last 
Wednesday (4) . . . Georgia Gibbs 
off on a European tour next Mon- 
day (16). 





Chicago 


Don Glasser orch set for Dutch 
Mill in Delavan, Wis., Aug. 20 to 
Sept. 6, following with indefinite 
stand at St. Anthony Hotel, San 
Antonio, beginning Sept. 9... 
Count Basie pegged for Blue Note 
two-weeker on Aug. 25... Tex 
Beneke to Surf Club, Virginia 
Beach, Aug. 20-25, then to Coney 
Island Park, Cincinnati, Aug. 27 
for week ... Buddy Morrow broke 
this year’s record at Pla-Mor Ball- 
room, Kansas City, on July 31, 
playing to 2,113 paid admissions 
... Ted Weems to Roosevelt Hotel, 
New Orleans, Aug. 12 for fortnight 
. . . Dick La Salle to Shamrock, 
Houston, Aug. 16-27. 


Dallas 


Johnny Cola Trio returned to the 
Penthouse Club, Fort Worth... 
Teddy Phillips orch one-nighting 
at Dallas Country Club... Hugh 
Fowler crew into Louann’s al fres- 
co terrace ... At Hotel Adolphus 
Esco LaRue & Trixie topline Dot 
Franey’s newest icer, “Say It With 
Skating,” in the Century Room, 
while singing 88er Mal Fitch 
bowed in the Burgundy Room... 
Deacon Andy Griffith inked for a 
fortnight, Aug. 27-Sept. 9, in Baker 
Hotel's Mural Room, following 
Sunny Gale’s Aug. 13-26 date. 

Joe Reichman and his new crew 
one-niting in Arkansas prior to a 
Thursday (12) opening at the Rice 
Hotel, Houston . . . Don Cornell, 
Gaylords, Peggy Barrett and Jerry 
Fielding’s orch set for Aug. 20 solo 
stand at the Plantation... Lillian 


* 


Roth inked for two-week stand at 
Dallas Athletic Club in September, 
opening a name-act 

spot’s Mayan Room .. 


policy 
. Hal Me- 












Tht Hit 


AND THE 


MIGHTY 


& SONS 


fo¥ | 4,.2).* 


annual Texas U.-Cklahoma U. foot- 
ball game Oct. 9 in the Cotton 
Bowl. 





Hollywood 


Russ Morgan returning to the 
west with an opening Aug. 19 at 
the Flamingo, Las Vegas, for three 
weeks, followed by a month of one- 
niters before returning to New Or- 
leans to open a location date at the 
Roosevelt Hotel Oct, 7... Elliott 
Bros. Orch, with Tony Paris vocal- 
ing, playing a series of six Satur- 
day night dates at the Rendezvous 
Ballroom, Balboa . . . Chico O’Far- 
rill mambo band treks east to open 
Sept. 16 at the Birdland, N. Y.... 
Chet Baker opens Friday (13) at 
the Tiffany for a seven-week stand. 

Sauter-Finegan Orch, after a fine 
five-week stand at the Crescendo, 
back on the Coast concert kick with 
dates set for the Ventura College 
Auditorium Aug. 17 and the Shrine 
Auditorium, -L:.A;:,. ABs. 27.40.6258 
Duke Ellington will play the 54 
Ballroom locally Sept.. 11-12 then 
head east for a Sept. 29 opening at 
the Blue Note, Chicago ... Ted 
Lewis opened at the Statler here 
Monday (9) for a four-week stand. 


Pittsburgh 


Tommy Carlyn band booked for 
29th Division dance at Roosevelt 
Hotel Sept. 4... Al Marsico and 
Richard (Babe) Stutz, both musi- 
cians, have formed a new record- 
ing outfit, the Bigelow label, and 
have signed Joe Negri Trio and 
Tommy Turk combo for their staff, 
with Chauncey Lively as arranger. 
Marisco will be musical director 
for Bigelow and Stutz general man- 
ager. Sid Dickler, local deejay and 
record promotion man, has been 
taken on as promotion man for the 
outfit . . . New Deuces Wild group 
is made up of Flo Cassbelli, sax; 
Ray Crummie, piano; Dan Mastri, 
bass, and Carl Pettica, drums. 
They’re at Gene’s Musical Lounge 


on Route 30 for a run... Billy 
Merle’s Tunetoppers held over 
again at Sleepy Hollow ... Brad 


Hunt’s orch playing without him 
for couple of weeks while he and 
his wife are vacationing at Stone 
Harbor, N.J. . . . Mel Martin, pian- 
ist, to Colonial Inn in Province- 
town, Mass., following two-week 
stand at Horseshoe Bar. 


Omaha 


Bands booked for V. C. Sloan’s 
Pla-Mor in Lincoln remainder of 
this month are Bobby Mills (11), 
Skippy Anderson (14), Lambert 
Bartak (18), Eddy Haddad (21), 
Skeets Mahoney (25) and Hank 
Winder (28) ... Joan Murray is 
vocalist for Sammy Stevens Quin- 
tet, which opened the new Hide-A- 
Way Club at Lincoln ... Bobby 
Mills orch slated for Oscar’s Pal- 
ladium at Sargent, Neb., Aug. 20 
Record sales up at Brandeis 
Dept. Store . .. Peony Park here 
plugging vocalists Marie Mitchell, 
Ann Vincent and Jean Kelly of the 
Blue Barron, Chuck Foster and 
Ray Pearl orgs in this month. 


San Francisco 

Charlie Whitfield’s band with 
Rabon Tarrant on vocals now at 
the Casbah - by - the - Beach, Santa 
Cruz ... Ralph Sutton has added 
trumpeter Clyde Hurley from Los 
Angeles to his group at the Hang- 
over. Kid Ory returns to the spot 
Aug. 16... Red Norvo Trio booked 
for three weeks at the Black Hawk 
opening Aug. 27... Georgie Auld 
opens at Fack’s Friday (15)... 
Jack Sheedy’s Dixieland Band into 
the Top Hat in Oakland Aug. 6 for 
a month. 
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STOMP 


The Character Who STOMPED his way to ANCHORAGE, Alaska 


“America's Most Unique Quintet” 


Now Playing ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
{Booked Indefinitely) 


GORDON 








MERCURY RECORDS EXCLUSIVELY 
Recent Release: "DRAGNET" 
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Sunset Bivd 





The Memphis police took the 
play away from censor czar 
Lloyd T. Binford and stepped in 
last week to put the kibosh on 
“Honey Love,” top rhythm and 
blues platter hereabouts. Acting 
Chief J. C. McDonald, who will 
move into the chief’s chair Sept. 1, 
told Variety: “we (Memphis po- 
lice) did not ban this reeord, but 
we just told the jukebox officials 
to take it off their jukeboxes, as 
sort of suggestive.” McDonald fur- 
ther pointed out that operators 
usually go along with suggestions. 
Disk was removed. 

Joe Coughi, w.k. dealer at Pop- 
lat Tunes store here, told VARIETY 
“the sales of ‘Honey Love’ were 
the hottest I’ve ever had here in 
Memphis. They were terrific and 
what’s more I sold more records to 
white teenagers than I did to 
Negro customers.” “Honey Love” 
is on the Atlantic Label and fea- 
tures the Drifters. 

Memphis police have not con- 
tacted record shops or distribs on 
“Honey Love.” It is still in store 
racks. No radio or tv _ stations 
hereabouts have spun the platter. 
The pancake is distributed locally 
by Glenn Allen. 
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special foam rubber mat to cushion 
platters on the turntable. The 
single 12-inch platter includes a 
special composition demonstrating 
hi-fi sounds by Robert Russell Ben-- 
nett as well as sound demonstra- 
tions by such Victor pactees as 
Henry Rene, Sauter-Finegan, the 
Three Suns, Leonard Warren, 
Hugo Winterhalter, Roberta Peters, 
Jussi Bjoerling and Victoria de Los 
Angeles. 

“The new Toscanini sets in the 
fall line are Schubert’s Ninth, 
“Pictures at an Exhibition,” ‘Fal- 
staff,” “‘Toscanini Plays Favorites” 
and “Toscanini Plays Wagner.” 
The Schubert package includes a 
special essay penned by Andre 
Maurois while the Wagner set 
features an offbeat move in album 
design with a metal plate figure 
of the composer embossed on the 
cover. 

20 Years of Top Hits 

The 1926-45 song series have 
been culled from sides cut dur- 
ing the 1926-45 period by Vic- 
tor artists. The series will be 
issued on both extended play plat- 
ters and longplay disks. Each EP 
will cover four songs of one-year 
and will peddle at $1.47 while each 
LP will cover two years and be 
priced at $3.15. 

The mood music albums include 
three 12-inch LPs waxed by 
George Melachrino and a _ full 
orchestra, Album titles are men- 
tioned above in Victor’s bonus 
disk plan. 

Among the titles in the hi-fi 
series are the Boston Symphony’s 
“Damnation of Faust,” Stokowski’s 
“A Night At Bald Mountain,” Hugo 
Winterhalter’s “Theme Music On 
Television” and a disk panorama 
of the ballet featuring such symph 
orch leaders as Toscanini, Stokow- 
ski, Charles Munch, Arthur Fied- 
ler and Pierre Monteaux. Also in 
the hi-fi series is a two-12-inch 
platter package of the Boston Sym- 
phony’s (Arthur Fiedler conduct- 
ing) June, 1954, concert at Sym- 
phony Hall, Boston, saluting Johann 
Strauss. Album, which is tagged 
“Mr. Strauss Comes to Boston,” 
has a liner by author Lloyd Morris, 
who died in New York Monday (9). 

Victor’s sales brass hit the road 
this week to brief label’s distribu- 
tor’s on the new line. Larry 
Kanaga, diskery’s sales manager, 
kicked off the confabs Monday (9) 
for the New York area. He trekked 
to Philadelphia yesterday (Tues.) 
for a similar sales stint. Other 
homeoffice men who fanned out 
around the country are Bob Yorke, 
covering’ the midwest; Jack Burges 
covering the south, and Bilk Bul- 
lock, covering the Coast. RCA Vic- 
tor diskery topper Manie Sachs is 
also doing the Coast pitch. Man- 
ager of a&r George R. Marek is 
dittoing all over the map. The 
cross-country sales confabs will 
wind up Friday (13). 





Do-Re-Me Publishing Co. has 
been chartered to conduct a music 
publishing, radio and_ television 
business in N.Y., with Harry Revel 
as one of the directors, 





Director, alphabetically listed. 
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of July 30-Aug. 5, 1954 


Answer Me, My Lave o.6 icc. ccs on ceeks eb ee Bourne 
Bugier’s -TROUGay ..oi.o:s gn she ctns ess ccc baeeietes Mills 
PIPORM © sc oa vd cp cc bcch Oedes Oh ee ee Goldsen 
Gilly, Gilly Ossenfeffer Katzenellen Bogen aes tye Beaver 
CIEOON WOOIS ois Sea's oR ae ee ee arms 
Hapay WanGere’. «ovis. 6cgs. 00a ees Cae tpekcxeas Fox 
Heaven Was Never Like This .................... Famous 
Hernando’s Hideaway—*“Pajama Game” ......... Frank 
Hey There—*“Pajama Game” ................5% .. Frank 
High And The Mighty—t“High And The Mighty” ..Witmark 
Hit And Run Affair 23253. 0608 Sa isa ee ... Duchess 
I Can’t Believe That You’re In Love With Me ..... Mills 

I Could. Have Told You: 3.0.5 25.05 ew eas United 

I Understand Just How You Feel ................ Jubilee 
if I Give My Heart Te. You. se5 ei 5 ee Miller 
If You Love Me (Really Love Me) ............... Duchess 
I'm A POOL Te Care oi esi ieee MoS, SRE SS oe eer 

In A Golden OF Roees 5.4 ci seecie vis aise Goday 
In The Chapel In The Moonlight ................ Shapiro-B 
Rsstene, PME i os ois eNOS edo oe ee een Bourne 
Little Things: Mean A Lot: «06.6.0 savavswand wecaes Feist 
DARMICEOMOD vice 6 ones COREA ENTS EY bear Chappell 
PERE SUE TOO 66 eS hea 6c Ss cates ewe os ba kek ee C 
Se Se ASOG PAWEY og 0 64 60-0 res ke beg ee eo Harwin 
Man Upstairs ....... a gk 6 Gis Ae ale Rigi Poe aE Vesta 
SOOO <a. cca heees bv ds a Cae eR Cpe whe pee meee H&R 
PEON REET vs vice wa | cbigcs ve ke 046s URE Atlee re Famous 
Steam Heat—*“Pajama Game” .........4......... Frank 
BOUNS s bi h o hae aie pe NS Ob oA ERS * Ra sledte BIR Peer 
shat What t Like 2.0. is eee ee: Chappell 
There Never Was A Night So Beautiful ........... Broadcast 


Three Coins In Fountain-t‘‘Three Coins In Fountain”. Robbins 


Top 30 Songs on TV 


(More In Case of Ties) 





And Tis 1s My Weve’. fi .6 ae 56 hw es eS Frank 
PEGS | Rs OES EON a5 oe oo CAS cok Wb Cae bee Bourne 
TOUR PEED ois a oc oe eka a Va bob eae eR Raleigh 
OWE LUM TIVCTHUEC 535 680 63s 5 oh 8 oho oe es Spier 
ae WOR no. oc ok bc nd cs owe kwh ant he cakes Zephyr 
Gilly, Gilly Ossenfeffer Katzenellen Bogen ........ Beaver 
Girl With The Figure Like An Hour Glass ....... Morris 
Goodnight, Sweetheart, Goodnight ............... Are 
SROUIOY 39 HOUMPOE ache gdb be eae oe be eee Fox 
BICTMAREO'S TIGCAWAY. 6.6 6.6.6 Cok. hv c hes eRe Frank 
EAOY TROP ceed oss Ca nce Nie eth bee ee Frank 
mit AMG Fun ATA ofc ea eae . . Duchess 
I Can’t Believe That You’re In Love With Me ..... Mills 

In The Chapel In The Moonlight .......... ++... Shapiro-B 
POON Vilcc eee otk La eae SNe ews Oo Oe susvsses LOWE 
POOR TOR: WEG 6 i caic cs occ s 0s ae's tks eS .. Famous 
EateO SIONPRNROP 6s. 5 6s 5 es OO eck ae .-.- Bourne 
SAG 5 mes. Mean A. Let) oooh sxe, Soci es .. Feist 
WAS TOMS TOE WOT oes a ooo vcs Oke ae ... Harwin 
PEO WET BO DAUIG (65 oaths 6 ks vacenceeee ..-- Mellin 
Ne oo Vis Swi oa swe oan od ek eee +... Berlin 
DEF WRGORG | i.e c4)b oo0r8 S Boe Rine akan eeha sooner Paxton 
SR DAS PROS. cscow «sc esis 2 oa ae Pecans . .Shapiro-B 
may tee... .; poh e's soeees chaise aces ea eee .- Tulla 
DOCTOR, LUO ks oa coxa 0a he® cRRR ERS AAA Cian ee Remick 
Skokiaan ..... ‘ Sais ncn PE ie te ...-Shapiro-B 
EN 5 co's ois 8k oo 8. acew WR de oa Cie ee .. Peer 
Three Coins In The Fountain .............. .....Robbins 


eeee eee ee eee eens 


* Legit musical. 








MITCHELL, MARTINO TO 
EXTEND SOCK BRIT. STAY 


London, Aug. 10, 

Both Guy Mitchell and Al Mar- 
tino have had such successful Brit- 
ish tours that they will extend 
their stay. 

Mitchell, due to remain until end 
of September, is now to stay for a 
further two months, owing to a 
rearrangement of the starting date 
of his film, “Covered Wagon,” in 
which he is featured with Alan 
Ladd. 

Martino is staying until early 
December. Both cases represent a 
record number of weeks that a 
leading American star has ap- 
peared continuously in Britain. 


They both started their British 
tours in May, 


Dallas—Alfred Breuning, cone 


certmaster of the New York City 
Center Opera Co, for the past four 
years, will be the new concertmas- 
ter of the Dallas Symphony Or- 
chestra. 


THANK YOU 
FOR CALLING 


words cad muste by Cindy Walker 
Columbia Record 4025 
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MUSIC 49 








VARIETY : 


~_yaerety 10) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


SH-BOOM (4) .............. ek ID boas testices cites lacs Crew Cuts 


1. sie eded d40,6 Mercury 
2, LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT (15) ..................4.. Kitty Fatlen &. 6.665 oo. es Decca 
3. THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN (12) ................. Pe | Be ee eae Decca 
4. HERNANDO’S HIDEAWAY (10) ................... ee ee Archie Bleyer ........ Cadence 
5. LITTLE SHOEMAKER (6) ................. PE REDE ig eer iedy I Re Serre ae Mercury 
6. HEY THERE (3) ............ weed eae’ WA cwWeu Ceacag iets ve Rosemary Clooney ...Columbia 
9.. Pe POG SO CARE ©) .... cee. Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol 
8. THEY WERE DOING THE MAMBO (1) ................... Vaughn Monroe ......... Victor 
9. IN THE CHAPEL IN THE MOONLIGHT (4) ............. PE: MOOD 9 508% wixice Decca 
10. CRABE Dwr Bow, MABE WO) ons oes Fe ed e's > Pre mres Mercury 

Second Group 

GOODNIGHT, SWEETHEART, GOODNIGHT .................. McGuire Sisters .......... Coral 
FEA PPR cae re ro hes COS eR TDI S Pe ise PRES wise i, ee. eee ree London 
I UNDERSTAND JUST HOW YOU FEEL ....................5. Four Tunes ...... .... Jubilee 

ERG as ols ok beh a nko behiee oes Ode reeeowee Hugo Winterhatler ...... Victor 

FE ee eh oko ea a Ws HES ON SW dk EG « wip Dio wide dae Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
SU hare tino hin hbk 6 he EE eee es 6 on 0 Os de CORE CER be ERHRA Eu WINN Sos sg ee Re tua Cat 

HIGH AND THE MIGHTY .............. Ped ® Spek Paes DM TOE Ss kins on 0050 Capitol 

IF, F GIVE WEE MARE. TO WOU | ore cece eccceccccwvesvderce Connee Boswell ... .....Decca 

HIGH GAINED Teeme TNNe ee ee aes Ss oe eie wate ees poveecees Johnny Desmond ........ Coral 

WIE Bee TEE os sv cng occas cba cccsuccescuns LeRoy Holmes ........ M-G-M 

SCI as ico th wpe 6 kk wake okoae OA b 9 4.8068 ww G5 bea nls OR ew Frankie Laine ........ Columbia 

CEN NN io i ee Sib ee CMake ch h ces RK e ba DR. pr a Columbia 

THE GREATEST FEELING IN THE WORLD ................... PO TONES io oe. eS Jubilee 

CRs hairs ei ks Saad 0 aca sk arkak coed cuate Daas Pee SR es ee Mercury 

LITTLE SHOEMAKER ...-...... patina ee ee Lee a kah Rs seakehiis Hugo Winierhalter ......Victor 

[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top i0] 
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PINCUS’ NEW BMI FIRM 
TO KICK OFF ON OCT. 1 


George Pincus will kick off his 
new BMI firm, Gil Music, Oct. 1. 


Deal is reported to run for five 
years with a $30,000 guarantee. 
Pincus, who was. longtime general 
professional manager of Shapiro- 
Bernstein, launched his own pub- 
lishing operation less than a year 
ago under the ASCAP banner. 

He’ll start the Gil operation with 
“A Blessing In Disguise’ by Bob 
Marcus and Joe Lubin. The Gil tag, 
incidentally, was culled from the 
initials of his children’s first 
names, Gloria, Irwin and Lee. With 
the opening of the BMI firm, Pin- 
cus also is expanding his office 
quarters. 


Audivox to Add Talent 
Break Into Kid Disks 


Audivox Records is embarking 
on a program of expansion. Disk- 
ery will break into the kid field 
next month and is also in the 
process of augmenting its talent 
roster which, to date, has been 
confined solely to Dorothy Collins 
and her husband, Raymond Scott. 











A Solid Hit! 
© 1f 1 Give » 
! My Heart 


To You.~ 


MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 


SONG FROM. 


THE CAINE 
MUTINY 


eee 
1 Can’t Believe 








That You're In Love With Me 


by JIMMY McHUGH and CLARENCE GASKILL 
MILLS MUSIC, INC 
Recorded On 4A Wlater Labels 
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J latt ill be i d f ve Tad ° 
both emeéh tad tes pl cso hing British Bar Kletzki F rom 


The smallfry product will be re- 
leased in special folders and will 
sell for $1, while the pops will be 
peddled in regular sleeves at the 
standard 89c tab. Disks will be re- 
leased on both 78 and 45 rpm, 
with Miss Collins doing the vocals. 


Waxery’s Lenny Wolfe has been 


Edinburgh Fest Podium 


Edinburgh, Aug. 10. 
Paul Kletzki, who was to have 
conducted the Danish State Radio 
Symphony Orch during the upcom- 
ing Edinburgh .International Fes- 
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scouting acts ahd expects to have val age been refused the neces: 
some new talent signed shortly. Ministry of Labor. Festival Society 
. bg -yrecrane) ed eS stace gpd - 
e iverpoo iinarmonic ren, 
Coral s New Quartet Kletzki La already been granted 
Coral is hunting a name for a} his full quota for appearances in 
new vocal quartet signed last week | the United Kingdom. 
after a&r topper Bob Thiele heard Despite the short notice, Eugene 
them audition several original | Ormandy, conductor of the Phila- 
tunes. Lads were brought to the | delphia Orchestra, has accepted an 
plattery by WMGM deejay Bill} invitation from the Danish orch to 
Silbert. conduct a concert at the Festival 
Coral plans to build the outfit | Aug. 24. 
with the original material. Group 
signed a management contract with} professional Music Men, contact- 
Fred Amsel, Karen  Chandler’s|man org, will hold its annual golf 
manager. Tim Gayle has been set|tourney at the Aldecress Country 
to handle Coast promotion. Club, Alpine, N. J., Aug. 17. 
———— Se 
nanan = Continued from page 43 uae 
other music man, “is the disk jockey. So we get a good record, 
and right away they play it to death. If they don’t play it, we 
Squawk. If you say, try and educate them to ‘program’ their 
stuff so as not to overdo the Top 10 or Top 20, how can you con- 
trol it? There are 1,400 key deejays to whom we send records. The 
artist tries to insure it by sending him a record. The publisher 
sends him two. He’s up to his ears in records. On top of that 
they’re all on the phone with the deejay. When they tour they 
drop in and tape interviews and in the case of the record com- 
pany or publisher they take ’em to dinner and the like. The disk 
jockey thinks he’s doing you a favor when in actuality this con- 
stant plugging quickly kills off what you may have built up.” 

On the “spray-gun technique” objection, Victor’s Joe Carlton 
is another who urges to “name names,” adding that “otherwise 
somebody may get the wrong impression about who is guilty and 
who isn’t.” Sacks agrees, but also understands the timidity of 
certain publishers who don’t want to risk “blowing the whistle” 
for fear of “retaliation.” To this Sacks observes, “You can quote 
me that nobody need fear retaliation from RCA Victor. After 
all, I represent the company, and it’s not the individual, so if 
anybody has any complaints they always know where to find 
me.” 

In this feverish economic determinism one common conclusion 
looms: it is unsound and economic waste to cut-in, subsidize, 
bribe, “entertain,” overstimulate via “drives,” or whatever else 
may be the form of payola. 

But it is not as pat as that. Most of it is unrealistic in light 
of the competition. And some of it is highly suspect as cal- 
culated and deliberate talk to coverup. Because in the same 
breath that they pan everything, the same gripers will point to 
the “charts,” or the choice disk jockey plugs. It’s like the dis- 
gruntled radio and tv sponsors and artists who pan the Nielsens 
but are quick to brag about their “ratings” if they’re flattering. 
To be continued Abel 

——____—__ P* 











Decca Inks Anderson To 
Another Three-Year Pact 


Decca Records has repacted Le- 
roy Anderson to another three-year 
deal. Anderson, who joined the 
label three years ago, has turned 
out such disclicks ds “Blue Tango” 
and “Syncopated Clock.” 

Anderson’s first 12-inch longplay 
album is part of Decca’s 20th anni 
packaged goods push. 





Inside Stuff—Music 


George Frazier has. a hep piece on songs and songwriters in the 
current Vogue, a slick mag which seems rather removed from Tin 
Pan Alley, particularly some of the internecine references to RCA 
Victor’s Manie Sacks. Frazier, for a time, did a stint for Victor, re- 
searching the Glenn Miller $25 album, which has resulted in a legal 
claim by the writer, or so he states he will-make. Frazier’s reference 
to Sacks is looked upon with askance by the trade, particularly the 
puff for the now departed David Kapp, who preceded Joe Carlton, 
the incumbent a&r man. 





Dave Dexter is next in line on Capitol’s shuttling artists & repertoire 
system for its New York office. Dexter is due in Gotham from Cap’s 
Coast headquarters in about three weeks to replace Voyle Gilmore. 
Cap launchd its shuttling a&r plan early in the year when Sid Feller 
ankled to freelance. Since then Alan Livingston, diskery veepee-a&r 
chief, has been scouting a permanent man for th N. Y. office’ None 
of the Coast staffers wants the post on a permanent basis. Lee Gil- 
lette kicked off the shuttling plan and was relieved by Gilmore, who'll 
return to the Coast base when Dexter comes in for his eastern hitch. 





More than just throwaway copyrights fall into: the catalogs of pub- 
lishing firms owned by the record companies. Decca’s publishing en- 
terprise, Northern Music, for example, has come up with such hits over 
the years as “Into Each Life Some Rain Must Fali,” “You Always 
Hurt the One You Love” and “Till Then.” In the rhythm blues field, 
Northern has clicked with “Fine Brown Frame” and “Honeydripper” 
while in the big score field, it publishes Gordon Jenkins’ ‘Manhattan 
Tower.” 





Do you want the old Paul Whiteman with the old arrangements or 
the “new” Paul Whiteman with the old arrangements? That’s the 
question music dealers will be asking customers within the next few 
weeks because “Pops” will be in competition with himself. Coral 
plattering of “Whispering” and ‘“‘You’re Driving Me Crazy,” recorded 
recently from the old arrangements, is beginning to show some activity. 
So RCA Victor, for whom Whiteman originally recorded, is reissuing 
the original platter. In this case, it’s ‘‘Whispering’” backed by “Japa- 
nese Sandman.” 





Stress publishers put on promoting their tunes is pointed up by 
the new publication put out by Joe Csida and Charlie Grean for their 
Trinity, Towne and Edgar Music firms. Publication, tagged DJ News, 
will feature music biz news as well as plugs for firms’ copyrights and 
current waxings. It'll come out monthly and be shipped to about 
3,500 deejays around the country. Cost of the printing run will be 
close to $500. First edition was put into the mails Monday (9). 





Johnny White, who took over as general professional manager of 
the Warner Bros. music firms around the first of the year, has spark- 
plugged the pubbery into five rack order requests. Since White’s * 
takeover, the firms have clicked with “Secret Love,” “Wanted,” “Speak 
To The Stars,” “Green Years” and “The High and The Mighty.” The 
rack order guarantees the pubbery about 75,000 sheet sales. 





Rudy Vallee is writing an autobiographical “Your Time Is My 
Time,” covering, principally, highlights in his show business career, 
and targeted for publication in Women’s Home Companion, So he 
revealed recently in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., where he starred in 
“Jenny Kissed Me” at the Spa Summer Theatre. Reporting that he 
had 400 pages written and planned to do 200 more, Vallee told VARIETY 
he might induce Frank Scully to act as collaborator. 
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Less Gold Now in Them Thar Hills; 


Cats'dll Use of Talent Dwindling 


Although the borscht belt in the 
N. Y. State Catskill Mountain area 
is still one of the more important 
areas of talent employment, the 
amount of work in the mountains 
is gradually cwindling. There has 
- been some diminution of the spots 
that have been us:nZ acis, but the 
move importat locs is the decreas- 
ing budgets of individual hotels. 

Not only is it comparatively rare 
to have an ect triple on Saturday 
nights, but there are weeks that 
certain brackets of ac's cannot get 
any work at all. 

In the first piace, the spots using 
names have dwindled to only one, 
the Concord 


ally no limit when it comes to 
buying tatent. It’s ch’ef competi- 
tor, Grossinger’s, at nearby Fern- 
dale, uses a good grade of talent 
and the shows are in excellent 
taste, but il’s not going out of its 
way to get a higher strata of acts. 
Other inns will frequently get 
standard turns, but the major traf- 
fic now has gone into the lower- 
priced acts. 

There are still many hill-country 
operators that mourn for the good 
old days when the social staff suf- 
ficed. They point to the fact that 


many names on the talent rosters | 


of today started that way, and they 


at Kiamesha Lake. | 
It's the only spot that has virtu- | 


Guild of Variety Artists feel that 
the Catskill hotel operator associa- 
tions have deliberately gone in for 
a collective policy of brushing acts. 
That attitude, they say, if true, 
may give competitive vacation 
areas an aavertising point to go 
after trade now in the Catskills. 


Leon & Eddie’s Reunion 
‘Strictly Social’; Hint 








Miami Beach, Aug. 10. 

Eddie Dovis, now in semi-retire- 
|ment in ‘ort Lauderdale, near 
here, has been a social caller on 
| Leon Erken Sr., his longtime part- 
ner in the famed Leon & Eddie’s 
| West 52d St. (N.Y.) bistro, which 
/ was as much a tourist stopoff spot 
lin its era as the Empire State 
| Bldg. “But it has been strictly so- 
| cial,’ says Enken, in answer to 
{columnar reports of a possible re- 
| union and reviving of the famed 
L&E billing, which was a bistro 
adornment for a quarter-of-a-cen- 
tury, dating back to their mutual 
|start during the Prohibition era. 


| Davis, who had been operating 
ithe West 52d St. spot solo, after 


i; Desert Inn, Las Vegas, 


' Davis’ Buy of Gay 90s, N.Y. 


CLARK IS CLEARED ON 
TAX EVASION CHARGES 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 
Wilbur Clark, operator of the 


quitted here last week of tax eva- 
sion on four counts. The Govern- 
ment had charged that Clark and 
his wife had failed to pay $50,000 
taxes for 1946 and 1947. . 

Federal Judge Leon R. Yank- 
wich, who ruled on the acquittal, 
noted in his comments that despite 
the fact that Clark was a gambler, 
his activities constitute no wrong- 
doing since gambling is legal in 
Nevada and therefore he is a le- 
gitimate business man. Judge 
Yankwich also rapped the use of 
the “net worth’ method by the 
Government in prosecuting Clark, 
declaring that such tactics were 
not warranted in this case. 


Walters to Sue On 
Use of L.Q. Title 








Latin Quarter, N.Y., operator 
| Lou Walters got into a very bellig- 
| erent mood shortly after his arrival 
|from Europe last week. Walters 
jlearned that Metro is planning a 
| film to be called “Latin Quarter,” 
with Leslie Caron, which will be 
'a musical set in Paris during the 
| gaslight era. 


decry the fact that they had to be | buying out Enken—the team was | Walters declared that he'll sue 


replaced by imported shows. | always Eddie on the stage and 


anyone who uses that title. He says 


There’s little chance that the so-|Leon at the door—has also been | that he now operates niteries with 
cial staff will come back to its pre-| reported interested in Bill’s Gay | that name in New York and Miami 


eminence of previous years, 


but | 90s, N.Y. This is Bill Hardy’s East | Beach, and in the past he had Latin 


with the longing for the low-priced | 54th St. nostalgia parlor, in asso- | Quarters in Detroit and Boston. 
staffe’s goes the even stronger | ciation with Harry Tannen (of the | He also produces traveling units 


yearning to employ acts that get | 21 Club clan), 
very little money. This turn of recent illness he has made no 
events is being realized by these| bones about possible retirement. 
owners and there are indications | Hardy’s siege, involving consider- 
that tariffs will be beaten down | able surgery, was at a critical stage 
even more by next year. jat one time. 
Eye Other Areas | Leon Enken Jr. meantime is 
At this point there's little that; managing the Robins’ chain of 
the present batch of acts relying | theatres in Warrenton, O. 
on the borscht belt can do about | 


is seasee they will be at the merey | CPITALNY’S FAIR DATES 
AFTER CHI CHEZ PAREE 


of the handful of mountain book- 

ers. 
However, there’s hope that other 

Phil Spitalny has been booked 

for the Chez Paree, Chicago, Sept. 

6 and a couple of fair dates. 


areas using talent will develop 
more importance. For example, the 
White Mountain circuit in New 

Maestro and femme orch will go 

into the Bloomsburg (Pa.) Fair for 

six days immediately after his two- 


England, which presently has 
about a dozen or so hotels, booked 

| week stand at the Chi nitery, and 
follow with the Trenton Fair. 


by the Baum-Newborn Agency. | 
may be enlarged to include other | 

Deals were set by Joe Glaser’s 
Associated Booking Corp. 





spots. 

The Pocono Mountains in Penn- 
syivania also present another pos- 
sibility. 

For example. Unity House, a 
resort operated by the Internation- 
aL Ladies Garment Workers Union. 
has been buying a good grade of 
talent. Herman Fi2lkoff, booking 
the spot, has had hs budget upped 
this year so that this spot presents 
shows at least twice a week. An- 
other in that area is the Log Tav- 
ern, Milford. 





$20,000 Fire Destroys 


East St. Louis Nitery 


St. Louis, Aug. 10. 

The Iilinois State Fire Marshal’s 
Office has been asked to investi- 
gate an explosion and fire that 
destroyed The Flame, a nitery be- 
tween East St. Louis and Collins- 

The spots around Mt. Freedom. | ville, last week at a loss estimated 
N. J., have also become important | at $20,000. Only the charred walls 
talent buyers. All are within easy | of the one-story structure remains. 
travel of New York. | Marvin Dixon, 35, lessee of the 

The acts reason that talent} building, owned by a Collinsville, 
helped build the Catskill area, and | Ill., man, is being sought for ques- 
if they decide to minimize use of | tioning. He is under bond as result 
acts other areas may go in for ex-|of a gambling charge preferred 
pansion, which might end the Cats-| against him last March when a 
kill supremacy as a talent centre. | punchboard was seized in the 


Some officials in the American’ place. 


but since Hardy’s | with that tag, and therefore has a 


| proprietary interest in that title. 
He says he won't stand for “pilfer- 
age” by anybody. 


M. RAYE INKED AT 106 
FOR 500 CLUB WINDUP 


Atlantic City, Aug. 10. 

Mariha Raye has been signed as 
final attraction at the 500 Club, 
Atlantic City. Miss Raye goes in 
for eight days, starting Aug. 28, at 
| $10,000. On the bill with her will 
be the Kirby Stone Four. 

The 500 Club has had an ex- 
tremely successful season, despite 
the fact that it had to close after 
the Martin & Lewis date because 
a suitable headliner wasn’t avail- 
, able. Cafe aiso had been prepared 
| to close after Betty Hutton’s stand, 
which ended Sunday (8), but Jackie 
| Miles was rushed into the breach 
Monday (9). The Will Mastin Trio, 
| featuring Sammy Davis Jr., opens 
| Saturday (14), with Miss Raye set 
| to follow. 


'2,000 Members Buy Club 
In San Antone for 500G 


San Antonio, Aug. 10. 

| The 2,000 members of Sevenoaks 
Country Club have purchased it 
from Col. B. F. Chadwick for $501,- 
950. The new outfit, known as the 
| Sevenoaks Country Club Inc., will 
‘be run by a board of governors 
until bylaws can be drawn up, ac- 
cording to Spike Brenan, board 
member. 

The club, serving some 2,000 
| members, costs each member only 
, $60 a year. Chadwick will be paid 
| off in annual payments. 











was ac-| 
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| 








‘10 Mins. 


Viennese Lantern, N. Y. 
Deep-throated, pleasantly-nasal 
contralto makes a good impression 
at this Wienerwald bistro, with a 
variety of songs in_ different 
languages and moods. Voice has 
musical quality and style as well 
as power, with an_ appealing, 


throbbing approach. Well-formed, 


darkly-attractive femme, dressed 
simply in a tasteful, off-shoulder 
white gown, also handles herself 
(and her hand mike) gracefully in 
the small floor area. 

“My Lost Melody,” in English 
and French is a good opener. 
“You Go To My Head,” which 
follows, has plenty of apg 
as well as rhythm, and a catchy 
midway change of pace in delivery. 
A flamenco number, sung unac- 
companied in Spanish, is the best 
offering of the lot, with plenty of 
mood, spirit and authenticity. 

Odette (Athos) is daughter of 
Mary and Percy Athos, latter a 
veteran English actor-manager who 
has since retired and taken to 


‘painting in Australia. Miss Athos 


(Odette), although American-born, 
was reared abroad and her recent 
MGM record album _ spotlighted 
her for a Culver City test, with an 
eye to Franco-American filmusi- 
cals. 

As is, on personality and per- 
formance, Odette does handily at 
this atmospheric bistro, and is 
certain to expand her orbit, with 
or without the plus values of the 
platter album and the Metro film 
opportunity. Bron, 


LOS CHICANOS 
Music 
25 Min. 
Chaudiere Club, Ottawa 

Expertly costumed, two femmes 
and three males have a fast, bright 
stanza of Latin rhythms in instru- 
ments, chanting and terps. With 
better staging and slowing-up of 
too-fast gab introductions, this 
group will fit any spot. Music is 
mostly instrumental, using drums, 
bass fiddle, accordion, baby guitar, 
castanets, gourds, maracas, piano, 
saxophone, mambo drums, trap 
drums. Zingy session keeps the 
room bouncing. 


Standout chore is impressive 
maraca-beating by one of the 
sisters who plays nine maracas as 
she dances, wearing them on her 
ankles and hips. Customers get the 
impression she can play one at a 
time with deft hip-twitching. Drum 
solo in Latin beat by a male mem- 
ber of the group is a little long 
but solid. Gorm, 


MURIEL REID 
Violin 

8 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

Muriel Reid, a comely violinist, 
has an act that is insufficient for 
the needs of Town Hall, but can 
meet the requirements of vauders 
and cocktail lounges. What she 
showed indicates that she can sell 
the instrument with some effec- 
tiveness. Her “Gypsy Airs” and 
“Roumanian Rhapsody” are for the 
middlebrow crowd, but her mag- 
num opus for the demands of this 
house is “Hot Canary.’ Latter 
number shows her off technically. 
There’s a lot of trills and trick 
fingering that makes for a good 
mitting. 

Miss Reid looks well and makes 
a good stage appearance. Jose. 


~ New Acts 


nent tl 





me 





ROSE MARIE FARRE 
Son nd, 


gs 

7 Mins. 
No, 1 Fifth Ave., N. Ys 

Rose Marie Farrell has a wel|- 
scrubbed look and a pleasant vais 
Her delivery, though, is patterned 
pretty much along routine lines, 
Singer is an okay bet for filler 
spotting but will need sharper 
styling to elevate from that status. 
Chirp offers “a tuneful songalog 
that includes such numbers as 
“Almost Like Being In -Love” and 
“This Moment On.” 


Stint at No. 1 marks chirp’s pr 
bow as payoff for being one of i. 
winners of the Monday night 
amateur contests held at the nitery 


last winter. Jess. 
ED STEINMETZ & CO. (1) 
Trampoline 

9 Mins. 


Palace, N. Y. 

The “company” in Ed Steinmetz 
& Co., consists of a girl who works 
alongside of and in relief of the 
guy for whom the act is named. 
Actually, it seems that the femme’s 
major duty is to provide periodic 
rests for the male half of the turn, 
since her tricks on the trampoline 
are fairly elementary and provide 
little excitement. 


Steinmetz, once he gets started, 
shows some excellént twists, gain- 
ers, flips, etc. He generates a lot 
of excitement for brief periods and 
makes the act eligible for a lot of 
outdoor dates. Jose. 


FERNAND NANTEL 
Songs 
25 Mins. 
La Maisonnette Carol, Montreal 
As a switch from the usual femme 
chirper in this top eatery, boniface 
Carol introduces baritone Fernand 
Nantel to La Maisonette’s select 
clientele with okay results. Nantel, 
originally from Quebec City, has 
plenty of legit vocal training via 
operettas, radio and stage, but this 
is his first straight nitery stint. 
Previous experience stands 
young singer in good stead and his 
mike technique and general de- 
portment in the confined space of 
this room pays off in solid recep- 
tions on every performance. 
Opening with a breezy “Bon 
Soir” number that serves as a good 
intro item, Nantel switches to an 
English arrangement but stays for 
the most part with the French 
lyrics. Patter before each song in 
English is brief but explicit and 
midway through session he tours 
room doing his own guitar accomp 
which is effective. A session at the 
piano with a novelty tune breaks 
pacing nicely and a group of cur- 
rent faves serves as a solid clinch- 
er. Programming is varied and evi- 
dences a better than average song- 
alog. Appearance is good, guy is 
of medium height with an expres- 
sive Gallic face but without going 
overboard on the drama. Newt. 


CUGAT GROUP MULLED 
FOR BRITISH TOUR 


London, Aug. 10. 

Norman Payne, new MCA repre- 
sentative, is negotiating for a 
Latin-American package tour of 
Britain in October. It will star 
Xavier Cugat, his vocalist wife, 
Abbe Lane, plus certain key mem- 
bers of the Cugat orch. 

Cugat is at present on the Conti- 
nent, where he has a 10-week tour. 
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FIRST BROADWAY APPEARANCE! 


THE PEOP-ETTES 


(PENNY and PAUL) 





Opening AUGUST 13th ~ 
PALACE, new york 


' Exclusive and Personal Manager 


BILL MAYO 


_ €/o EDWARD RILEY 
- 1560 Broadway, New York 
PLaza 7-1423 
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White’s Resignation Cues Revamp 
Of AGVA Old Guard Board Setup 


Movement is starting within the ¢- 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
for a changeover in the governing 
podies of the union. It has been 
charged that the AGVA old guard 
has been perpetuating itself, either 
through its present system of elec- 
tions which permits voting on a 
nationwide basis, or by appoint- 
ment to the board by present mem- 
pers. Therefore there are com- 
paratively few changes in the con- 
tent of the AGVA national board, 
executive board and in convention 
delegates. 

Fact that many board members 
agree with this contention is seen 
py move of Murray White, member 
for several years, who has asked 
the union to pull his name off the 
ballot as a board member and as 
a third vicepresident. White, al- 
though in the union’s governing 
councils for some time, is one of 
the younger members who has been 
battling the “old Old Guard” and 
_ feels that by setting a personal ex- 
ample, many of the oldsters will 
make way for some new blood in 
the union. 

In recent months, the target in 
the old guard has been pinpointed 
to Dewey Barto, a former national 
executive secretary in the union, 
who failed at reelection as a board 
member, but was appointed to fill 
a vacancy. Barto, although ap- 
pointed from New York, has been 
on the Coast in recent months and 
has been giving the Coast office 
administration a hard time. He 
has been figuring in a dispute with 
Coast regional administrator Eddie 
Rio over conditions at the Moulin 
Rouge. Rio, in pre-opening nego- 
tiations with nitery operator Frank 
Sennes, made concession on re- 
hearsal time which, months after- 
ward, Barto refused to recognize. 
Charges have been flying that Bar- 
to has been attempting to replace 
Rio. 

There are also some other mem- 
bers of the board who are regard- 
ed as being out-of-step with to- 
day’s conditions, or trying to get a 
Salaried position, or said to be ob- 
structionists. 

White’s letter was addressed to 
national administrative secretary 
Jack Irving. 


DAY’S 1ST NY. DATE 
AT COPA, IN NOVEMBER 


Dennis Day will play his first 
N.Y. cafe date at the Copacabana, 
starting Nov. 18, for three weeks. 
Singer, on the Jack Benny radio 
and tele show, had previously play- 
ed the N.Y. Roxy. 

Copa has also lined up Harry 
Belafonte. Date isn’t definite, but 
he'll go in late December or Janu- 
ary. 


Betty Clocney Set For 
N. Y.’s Starlight Roof 


Betty Clooney has been signed 
for the Starlight Roof of the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., starting Aug. 
24, with the Henry King orch. The 
D'Andreas (3) may be pacted for 
that show which will succeed the 
titee-week stand of Perez Prado 
rch, 


The inn will resume activities in 
the Empire Room Sept. 30 when 
0s Chavales de Espana head the 
bill with Nat Brandywynne’s band 
for a six-week stand. Patachou 
follows with a four-week date and 
Jose Greco & Co, will comprise the 
third show. 











N. H. Race Take Dip Will 


Affect 13 State Fairs 


Concord, N. H., Aug. 10. 
oe drop in wagering this year at 
€ Rockingham Park pari-mutuel 
= track in Salem will mean less 
state support for the 13 fairs which 
Operate each fall in New Hamp- 
Shire, 
B The fairs, most of which feature 
i ageshows, share in a special tax 
he sat upon the bangtail estab- 
ment. This year their cut will 
’ 96 pProximately $94,814, or $16,- 
bee less than in 1953, when they 
Plit a total of $111,000, 





Eileen Barton and th 
. Bil e Billy Wil- 
tiams Quartet signed for the Joe 


, ¥@wis show at the C 
N.Y, starting Sept 1¢ 











Coin-Machine Tax Setup 
Is Clarified By Govt. 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Further clarification of coin-op- 
erating machines subject to the 
Federal $10 amusement and $50 
gambling taxes was issued last 
week by the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

One ruling asserts that a penny 
vending machine which includes a 
pistol and target is subject to the 
$10 amusement license tax even 
though no prize is offered for the 
shooting score. Operator of the 
premises is liable for the bite. 

Second ruling provides that when 
any premises contains either a 
coin-operated amusement or gam- 
bling (slot-machine) device, the 
owner of the premises is liable for 
the Federal excise stamp, even 
though he doesn’t own the ma- 
chines but merely gets a percent- 
age of their take. 


Shaw, Krupa In 
Aussie Parade 


Of U.S. Talent 


Sydney, Aug. 3. 

Jerry Colonna, Buddy Rich, Ar- 
tie Shaw and Ella Fitzgerald will 
do about 16 shows in local sta- 
diums here, Melbourne and Bris- 
bane, under the Benny Reyes-Lee 
Gordon management. 

Reported that combo will draw 
around £4,000 ($9,000) weekly for 
the Aussie assignment, and that 
the government will okay take- 
away of the major portion of the 
coin. Reyes and Gordon set a 
twice-nightly basis at the Sydney 
Stadium July 23, three shows July 
24, and two for July 30, with a 2Z0,- 
000 audience potential each show. 
Combo is also set to play similar 
spans in Melbourne and Brisbane. 

Gene Krupa Next 

Aztec Services, headed by Kenn 
Brodziak, indie Melbourne unit 
and opposition to the Reyes-Gor- 
don combo, will preem Gene 
Krupa at the Sydney Stadium Aug. 
13-14 at $4 top. With the drum- 
mer will be Eddie Shu and Teddy 
Napoleon. Like the Shaw outfit, 
trio will combine with local talent 
for a three-hour show. Team will 
also play Melbourne. and Brisbane 
and maybe a few key nabe spots. 

Between now and Christmas the 
Aussies will see a major lineup of 
ace U. S. talent if the current plans 
of Reyes-Gordon and the Aztec 
setup prove successful. 

This lush field won’t be left wide 
open to indie organizations, how- 
ever. J. C. Williamson Theatres 
will continue bringing in legit 
shows. David N. Martin, Tivoli 
loop topper, told Variety that he 
Shad a blueprint set to bring out 
Broadway and Hollywood talent. 
Martin also said that with Robert 
Kerridge, top concert performers 
would be set for an Aussie-New 
Zealand runaround. 


Omaha Kids Get 1st Vaude 
Dip in Sheet’s ‘Show Wagon’ 


Omaha, Aug. 10. 

Omaha youngsters, many of 
whom have never seen a true vaude 
show inasmuch as there have only 
been five or six here in the past 
decade, are getting their show biz 
fundamentals thanks to a “Show 
Wagon” sponsored by the World- 
Herald. 

The wagon, a mobile unit with its 
own generator, stage and foot- 
lights, travels through the differ- 
ent districts of the city for vaude 
contests. Winners are decided by 
an applause winner, then the vic- 
tors get together for a city cham- 
pionship. 

However, the trend seems to be 
away from singing and dancing, Al 
Frisbie, World-Herald youth activi- 
ties director, notes. In his first dis- 
trict contest this summer, three of 
the four winners were baton 
twirlers. 











Hypnotic Brunch 
: Chicago, Aug. 10. 

During the stay of hypnotist 
Dr. Arthur Ellen, boniface Al 
Greenfield has tacked on a 
special Sunday brunch at the 
Black Orchid, Windy City’s 
sole intime spot. 

Extra performance at 2 p.m, 
will spotlight only Dr. Ellen, 
“allowing more time,” says the 
management, “for the ladies to 
bring their personal problems 
to Dr. Ellen for a hypnotic 
consultation.” 


Nelson to Do New 
Versailles Minny 


The Versailles, N.Y., miniature 
musicals will continue, with a new 
production coming in Sept. 15, 
with Mervyn Nelson to do the 
show. Arthur Schwartz & Howard 
Dietz will provide the score, al- 
though an original batch of tunes 
is not likely. However, they may 
come through with one new num- 
ber. Tommy Wonder (& Margaret 
Banks) will do the choreography. 
Only one performer, singer Louise 
Hoff, has been signed so far. 


The new show, which succeeds 
the longrunning ‘Nice to See 
You,” produced by George White, 
will be installed because of the ill- 
ness of Edith Piaf, originally slated 
for the slot. Miss Piaf has been 
given a contract starting Sept. 15, 
1955, at which time it’s hoped she’ll 
open at the Nick Prounis-Arnold 
Rossfield operation. 

The Versailles has been on a 
package-show kick for sometime 
now, all of which have run a year 
or more. The present show was 
supposed to close last September, 
when Miss Piaf was originally 
slated to open. However, there was 
still enough life in that unit to 
have it continue. 

Nelson has produced cafe shows 
previously. He did “The Jazz 
Train,” which played Bop City 
originally, and later toured Europe. 


Paul Small Dies At 45; 
Typified the 10% er On 
’N’ Off; Pioneered Cafes 


Paul Small, who died at 45 last 
Friday (6) in New York after a 
heart attack, became the symbol cf 
10% on the Broadway of his day. 
With the William Morris Agency 
for many years, where he built its 
cafe department into the biggest in 
the business, he became known as 
a shrewd operator. He is credited 
with creating a tremendous cafe 
business for the agency, moved a 
large number of acts, and saw to it 
that a large numbe: of cafemen 
got the kind of talent’ they 
needed. 

Small had a truly creative bent. 
When he wanted to establish an 
act, he would play one cafe owner 
against another and thus’ was 
barred in many niteries. He was 
the first who paired Harry Rich- 
man, then the top cafe singer, with 
Sophie Tucker and Joe E. Lewis 
for a stand at Ben Marden’s Rivi- 











Chalfen's Buy of Arnold’s Ice Show 
May Use Coin Frozen in Britain 


> 
v 





Gambler Sues Vegas Ops; 
Claims Held For Debt 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 
Claiming he was held prisoner 
for approximately 12 hours at El 
Rancho Vegas because of a gam- 
bling: debt, John DeWitt Maher, 
contractor, filed suit for $3,000,000 
in Federal Court against Belden 
Katelman, Thomas Thompson, Mar- 

cus Windham and Robert Lake. 


Plaintiff wants $500,000 compen- 
satory damages for assault and bat- 
tery, $500,000 for false imprison- 
ment and $2,000,000 punitive dam- 
ages. Similar charges were made 
before the Grand Jury several 
months ago but no action was 
taken. 


Omaha Ak Setup 
Boon to Talent 
In 5-Show Sked 


By GLENN TRUMP 
Omaha, Aug. 10. 

Ak-Sar-Ben—local civic org that 
has prospered to the extent it now 
has its own plant of racetrack, 
auditorium and a huge plot of 
ground—and show biz go hand-in- 
hand, and certainly are good for 
each other. 


Revues, many of which boast 
names and usually are framed just 
for Ak, have helped J. J. (“Jake”) 
Isaacson, general manager, build 
the org’s membership to some 20,- 
000 at $10 per head per year. And 
with that kind of money to work 
with, Isaacson doesn’t have to 
pinch the penny while buying show 
biz acts. 

For their $10 dues, the Ak mem- 
bers get five free shows every year. 
Three are adult type, featuring 
name orch or singer, such as Mindy 
Carson. Other two are _ family 
shows with emphasis on kid acts, 
per recent outdoor unit booked in 
by the Ernie Young agency. Next 
month’s family offering is set by 
Barnes & Carruthers, while Don 
Romeo of the lccal Paul Moorhead 
agency is bidding for productions 
next year. 

In addition, Ak members get a 
special deal when Ak sets indi- 





Firsthand indications point te 
the fact that Holiday on Ice Inc., 
which has had a company touring 
Europe for the past five years, has 
bought out the iceshow activities 
of British producer Tom Arnold 
from the frozen funds it has accu- 
mulated abroad. ‘It’s known that 
the firm, headed by Morris Chal- 
fen, has been piling up a financial 
reserve abroad as a result of Eng- 
lish activities. The first three years 
that Chalfen produced abroad, he 
brought over American companies. 
Thereafter, he cast the shows in 
England and the Continent, not 
only as a coin saver, but as a means 
of utilizing some of the money he 
banked here. 


Acquisition of the Arnold ice biz 
will leave the British impresario 
free to concentrate on his panto- 
mimes and circus’ productions. 
Reasons of health were given for 
his retirement from the ice field. 
Gerald Palmer, who has acted as 
producer in the Arnold ice organi- 
zation, will continue in a similar 
capacity in the new Holiday setup. 

The Holiday acquistion will en- 
able the American and European 
companies of “Holiday on Ice” and 
“Ice Vogues” to effect an inter- 
change of talent and vary the head- 
liners in both countries. 

The U. S. company of “Holiday” 
will preem Sept. 2 in Sioux, City, 
Ia., where the show has been re- 
hearsing. 


‘WISH’ AS SHORT INSERT 
TO ‘CAPADES* BLADER 


“Ice Capades,” which preems at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y.,, 
Sept. 15, has signed a deal for the 
inclusion of a slice of “Wish You 
Were Here” as a 30-minute insert 
in the show. Because of the needs 
of the blades show, the original 
setting of this Joshua Logan pro- 
duction, in borscht-belt hotel, has 
been changed to an ice-carnival at 
Lake Placid. 

Under terms of the deal, the 
musical cannot go on tour while 
“Ice Capades” is using this seg- 
ment. There had been one tour- 
ing version of this layout, which 
folded in Chicago. 

In previous editions, “Ice Ca- 
pades” used _ slices of “Snow 
White” and “Brigadoon.” 


Gaylords Taking Time 
Out for Minor Surgery 


’ Hollywood, Aug. 10. 











vidual shows, such as the recent 
Mario Lanza and Liberace ses- 
sions. Members get two tickets for 
price of one and most take ad- 
vantage of it. 

Recent family show consisted of 
two animal acts, Lemke’s Chim- 
panzees and Cuneo’s Bears, both 
standard offerings but not a wise 
booking, inasmuch as the topper 
for both was a chimp and bear 
riding a motorcycle. 

Two thrill acts were Johnny 
Swaypole, high pole and slide, and 





era at Ft. Lee, N. J. Richman, now 
considering a comeback, got top 


billing. The entire package in 1941 | refugees, with the Vilands (3) and | 


the Triskas (4), high wire. Six 
other acts were vaude and nitery 


Unit headed by The Gaylords 
| broke up here temporarily after a 
| date Sunday (8) at Riverside Ran- 
| cho to enable one of the boys, Bert 
| Donaldi, to undergo minor surgery. 
| Donaldi planed to Detroit for the 
| operation while other members of 
the Gaylords laid off and Don Cor- 
nell took a quick vacation. 

| Jerry Fielding orchestra, how- 
, ever, kept working. Outfit was 
| booked into the Lagoon at Salt 
| Lake City for five nights, start- 
ing tomorrow (Wed.). 

| Unit resumes Aug. 19 in 
Houston. 





was sold for $6,500. It was hailed | Dalton & Bailey (3) the top mitt AGVA to Seek Aid 


as the top cafe package at that | 
time. When Marden bought this | 
passel for his Colonial Inn, at Hal- 
lendale, Fla., Small’s own office, 
the Morris Agency, crossed him by 
selling Milton Berle to his then 
arch-enemy, George Wood, then an 
indie booker, for the Palm Island 
Casino, Palm Island, Fla. Marden 
afterward swore that he would 
never buy gnother act from the 








Morris Agency. But -with Small 
around, what could he do? He came 
back. Wood, incidentally, subse- 
quently joined the Morris office. 

And while he made enemies of 
cafe owners when he pulled out 
from bidding sweepstakes, an act, 
any kind, could be kept in pros- 
perity for a long time with Small 
in his corner. 

When he was a smalltime act, 
Small vowed that he’d become the 
world’s greatest agent and there 
are those that say he made it. 
There were certain acts and some 
cafe owners who remained in busi- 
ness for many years just because 
Small took care of them. The Mor- 
ris cafe department prospered 
when Small was guiding it. 

Small had great faith in his own 
creative ability and, upon leaving 





(Continued on page 52) 


getters, 

Ascevedas (3) doubled up with 
low wire and juggling acts. Blonde 
Candis White had a contortfonist 
bit and Montes de Ocas a trampo- 
line offering. 


Richard Gordon emceed_ the 


three-day show and led community | 


singing while rigging was going 
up or down, 


Sumac Adds Spirituals, 
Gershwin to Tour Rep 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Yma Sumac will add Negro 
spirituals and a GershWin-Porter 
medley to her. repertoire for her 
tour starting Qct, 19 in San Fran- 
cisco, 

Company of Peruvian and Ameri- 
can dancers will also perform three 
ballet numbers, created by Moises 
Vivanco, singer’s husband, based 
on authentic Inca dances. da 

Tour will run for 20 weeks. First 
part will extend east to Chi. After 
a rest, singer will open again in 
Detroit Jan. 22, come to the east, 
south and back to the Coast end of 
March. 





From 4As Vs. AFM 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists will present a plea for 
financial and other help from the 
| Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, in its battle with the 
|American Federation of Musicians, 
jat a meeting slated for today 
(Wed.). AGVA, currently hassling 
with the musicians in Canada who 
are refusing to play for AGVA 
acts, will seek the help of the other 
4A’s affiliates. 

Just what the effects of such aid 
will be cannot as yet be deter- 
mined at this point, but if granted 
it is expected to consolidate vari- 
ous 4A’s beefs against the AFM. 
Aside from the AGVA-tooters tiff, 
there’s another fight going  be- 
tween the American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists and 
AFM. . This one is on musicians 
who have expanded their activities 
to include announcing, performing, 
singing, etc. 





Ray Hanna, stage manager at the 
Paramount, Fort Wayne, since it 
opened, and the only living char- 
ter member of Local 146, founded 
1908, presented with a lifetime 
membership card in IATSE. 
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New Yorker to Drop Ice Shows 
For Name Bands-Video Remotes 





The New Yorker Hotel, N. Y., is+ 


slated to end the ice policy which 
has been in effect for more than 
a decade and go in for a temporary 
name band policy, starting Sept. 
16 with the Ralph Fisaagan Orch 
which will be part of a one-hour 
vidshow on Saturdays. Other part 
of teleshow will emanate from the 
Aragon Ballroom, Chi. 

Actually, room is shopping 
around for a policy which can be 
used with a television tiein. The 
Roosevelt, also part of the Hilton 
chain, has a similar policy, with 
Gay Lombardo as the focal point, 
but having the tele show with a 
name band centerpiece would place 
the New Yorker in very close com- 
petition with its sister inn. 

There’s also the likelihood that 
the New Yorker will open two or 
three personality rooms in various 


parts of the hotel, and there's also | 


some talk that the present Terrace 
Room will ultimately be displaced 
by these smaller operations. How- 
ever, full plans haven't yet been 
formed. 

One of the New Yorker rooms 
under construction will be a fairly 
close replica of the old corner 
saloon, in which beer will be 
served in large mugs, and there 
will be an old-fashioned atmos- 
phere. A Gay ’90s show is likely 
to be installed in that spot. 


HINES BRINGS NEW ORCH 
EAST FOR APOLLO DA 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Earl “Fatha” Hines takes his 
new orchestra east next week to 
open at the Apollo, New York, Aug. 





20. for a one-week stand. Date, first | 


for Hines’ “new sound” combo in 
the east. will be followed by a 
week at the Skyline Cafe in Wash- 
ington. 

After 


the nitery date. Hines 


takes off on a tour of 26 one-| 
r&b , 


nighters with The Chords, 


combo. 


Laine’s British Tour 


London, Aug. 10. 
A series of one-night concert 
engagements has been fixed for 
Frankie Laine in Britain in Octo- 
ber under auspices of 
Fielding. 
British erch directed by- Vic 
Lewis will accompany the singer. 











Overflow 

Omaha, Aug. 10. 
Don Romeo of the local Paul 
Moorhead agency figures the 
first major outdoor booking of 
his 10% career was quite a 
success. He set the free acts 
and Eddy Haddad’s orch for 
the Piggah, Ia., Play Day celeb. 
The attendance was 4,000. 

Pisgah’s population is 700. 


Frisco's Biggest 
Show Biz Boom 








TORME REPLACES GASTEL 
WITH 3-MAN TEAM 


San Francisco, Aug. 10. 

Mel Torme, who last week 
parted with his longtime agent Car- 
los Gastel, celebrated his opening 
at the Italian Village Wednesday 
(4) by signing with Bill Loeb, Ben 
Pierson and Sam Weiler. His new 
management takes over immedi- 
ately. 

Torme emphasized that*his break 
with Gastel was “most amicable. 
We are the best of friends and I 
want to scotch any rumors that it’s 
any other way. It isn’t.” 

The deal is unusual because all 
three of Torme’s new managers are 
in business as individuals and they 
have only joined together to 
handle Torme. Emphasis will be 
placed on tv and motion picture 
work. 


annie 


Paul Smal 




















Harold 


San Francisco, Aug. 10. 
| San Francisco is currently en- 
|joying its biggest entertainment 
'boom in several years with night- 
‘clubs, legit theatres and _ film- 
‘houses all doing good business. 
Part of the extra-good business 
is attributed to the influx of con- 
ventioneers this summer, but a 
|good deal of it stems from a 
heightened interest in live enter- 
tainment by the local population 
_caused, according to some circles, 
| by the summer replacements in 
television shows. 
| “The King and I,” which com- 
|pleted a four-week run here Sun- 
day (8), broke all records at the 
|War Memorial Opera House, sell- 
ing out for almost every perform- 
ance the last three weeks and rack- 
ing up a total for the four stanzas 
‘of $379,082, with $100,146 for 
|final week. Mary Martin and 
“Peter Pan” have similarly been 
playing to capacity houses at the 
Curran, where they have set new 
house records in the past three 
| weeks with grosses of $53,200, $54.- 
000 and $55,400. 
In the nitery field Nat (King) 
(Continued on page 54) 
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| the Morris Agency, he opened his 
| office and shortly afterward set up 
|a series of super-vaudeville units 
| which ran in Broadway legit houses 
junder a two-a-day format. He 
| opened with “Big Time,” headed 
by George Jessel, to prove there 
' was still life in vaudeville. Then 
came other units such as this, 


{labeled “Star Time,” “Laugh 
| Time,” “Curtain Time,” “Fun 
Time” and others. Fred Finkle- 


hoffe was his associate _n these en- 
terprises. Some of them were rout- 
ed into vaude when their day as 
hard-ticket shows was over, 
Small. a big 300-pounder, started 
in vaudeville as an acrobat, and 
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same policies will be continued at 
the Statler chain despite the 
changeover at the. top. However, 
Hilton has a great respect for Miss 
Abbott’s talents in the buying field. 


On the other hand, Miss Abbott, 
vigorous for her more than 50 
years, has been spending less time 
in her office and in tfavel. She 
and &@er medico husband are oc- 
cupying a beautiful home in High- 
land Park, Chi. It’s also an open 
secret that Miss Abbott’s husband 
has been urging her to retire and 
spend more time with the family. 
The two are reputedly independ- 
ently wealthy. On the other hand, 
the temptation to wield so much 
power in the entertainment indus- 
try is also considerable. Which way 
she’ll go will depend on the policy 
to be enunciated by Hilton and 
whether Miss Abbott would want 
to assume the added chores. 

Top. Buyers 

The top talent buyers in the Hil- 
ton group are the Waldorf-Astoria 
and Plaza, both N. Y.; Palmer 
House, and Conrad Hilton, Chi- 
cago, and the Shamrock, Houston. 
Latter was acquired last week by 
Hilton. On a band policy are the 
Roosevelt, N. Y., with the New 
Yorker starting Sept. 16 with 
Ralph Flanagan orch replacing ice 
shows. 

Other entertainment buyers on 
the chain include The Mayflower, 
Washington; Caribe Hilton, Puerto 
Rico; Castellana Hilton, Madrid 
(booked from Europe), with vari- 
ous units having the privilege of 





| soon became a vaude and cafe nov- 
|elty when he would hurl his con- 
| siderable avoirdupois into cart- 
| wheels, flips, etc. In a pioneer Uni- 
| versal filmusical, “The King of 
Jazz,” Small was Whiteman’s dou- 
ble. He did quite well as the mae- 


stro’s personator until the musi- |! 
cian crossed him by doffing a few | 


sione. 

He became an agent with offices 
in the Palace Theatre bldg. and 
soon afterward joined the Morris 


LIBBY TO DO LEGIT STINT ‘"iisiaise™" "tome 


IN SOLO WEEK ON B’WAY te staved in New York for a while 


Libby Holman will go into a legit 
house as a solo performer, for six 
nights only, at the Bijou Theatre, 


| BO. a starting Oct. 4, in a series , a lot of the top turns and plied his | 
to be called “Blues, Ballads and trade between New York and the | 


Sin Songs.” Miss Holman recent- 
ly did this show under aegis of 
Richard Aldrich at the Cape Play- 





THE CARNEVALES 


(RALPH AND MARY) 
Currently 


ALPINE VILLAGE 
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Week Aug. 22 
STEEL PIER, Atlantic City 


Dir.: Jimmie Husson Agency 
119 W. 57th St., New York 


house, Dennis, Mass. 
Miss Holman will be accomped 
by Gerald Cook. Repertoire will 


well as native American ballads. 
In previous years, she concertized 
in France and England. 


Name-Filled Season Set 





The Vogue Terrace, Pittsburgh. 


son. George Clair, 

















comprise many of the tunes she 
introduced in various musicals as 


For Pitt’s Vogue Terrace 


plans on having a name-filled sea- 
booking the 
spot, has already lined up the bulk 


and managed to come up with top 
clients, including George Jessel, 
| Jack Haley, and others. When he 
opened in Hollywood, he attracted 


Coast. 


It was after leaving the Morris 
office that he opened offices in a 
deserted loft on top of the old 
Cafe Tokay. But this was in war- 
time when any kind of space was 
at a premium. He opened a beauti- 
ful suite, which was decorated by 
Lillian Schary, one of the better 
; known practitioners, who is also 
ja sister of Metro production top- 

| per, Dore Schary. They were mar- 
| ried some time later. It was his 
, second marriage. He had a brother, 
Arthur Grossman, also an agent, 
who died a few years ago. 

Dore Schary’s Eulogy 

Schary delivered the eulogy for 
his brother-in-law at 


Riverside | 
Chapel, N. Y., on Monday (9). He} 


of names needed to take him into 
December. Starting the parade is 
Julius LaRosa, going in Sept. 6; 
i followed by Harry Belafonte, Sept. 


spoke of his love of life and laugh- | 
ter, described him as a big man 
with unbelievable grace, impatient | 
with those that had loyalties or 


| posit 


buying bands and acts locally. In 
| all, the Hilton has 17 units pres- 
ently operating (aside from last 
| week’s haul), with the Istanbul Hil- 
| ton slated to open soon, and the 
| Beverly Hilton in Los Angeles most 
|likely preeming sometime next 
| year. 

The Statler chain’s largest act 
|users are the Los Angeles, Wash- 
{ington and Detroit links. The 
Statler, N. Y., is on a name band 
’policy, and name acts are used in 
Cleveland and Buffalo. Boston uses 
|}a dance band. The policy at the 
| Hartford link, to be completed 
| Sept. 17, will be decided this week. 
| The Statler inn there will comprise 
| the only major hotel entertainment 
jin the entire state. No policy has 
| been discussed for the Dallas out- 
|let, which is also in process of 
construction. 


The acquisition of the Statler 
chain by the Hilton group came as 
a complete surprise to the hotel 
and financial world. William Zeck- 
jendorf, topper of N. Y. realtors 
| Webb & Knapp, had been set to 
| take over the control of the $63,- 
| 000,000 Statler chain for $37,650,- 
| 000 and a meeting of Statler stock- 
| holders had been called for Friday 
| (6) to approve the takeover. 
| Meanwhile, Hilton induced the 
_family of the inn’s founder, the 
| late Ellsworth M. Statler, to part 
| with the controlling interest, which 
calls for purchase of 753,000 
shares of the common stock at $50 
| per share. Over the counter trad- 
ing in Statler common at the time 
of the merger was $45 bid and $48 
asked. Under terms of the arrange- 
ment Hilton will make a cash de- 
of $8,000,000 and a corre- 
sponding offer of $50 to all com- 
mon stockholders after the control- 
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;20; Kitty Kallen, Oct. 4; and Al 
| Morgan, Oct. il. Possibility is 
that Billy Daniels will be signed 


for Oct. 18, and Tommy & Jimmy 
Dorsey for the following week. 


Bros. are set for Nov. 18, and the 


The Vagabonds will go in for 
two weeks starting Nov. 1, Ames 


abilities that were less than his. | ling interest of 753,000 shares have 
The Metro producer dwelt long, been purchased. There are 1,551,- 
on the gayer side of Small’s life. } 683 shares of Statler stock out- 
He even told some of the sayings | standing, which would bring total 
which Small was said to have orig-| acquisition to about $77,584,000 if 
inated. Included were ‘Don’t | all shareholders parted with their 
make a Federal case out of it,” | stock at $50. Loans and debentures 
“that guy ought to be shipped off | will finance the acquisition for Hil- 





Management 


HESS MAYER 
420 MADISON AVE.B 





Goofers go in Nov. 23. 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 
| Hollywood 


to Toledo,” and others that had 
currency on both Coasts. 

The funeral reflected Small’s 
abhorrence of the macabre and) 
sadness. Years ago he told his wife 
that if anthing happened to him, 
he wanted no dirges but the songs | 
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that he sang and whistled. The | 
organ played “Tea For Two,” | 
“Million Dollar Baby,” “Falling in 
Love with Love” and others. 

The pallbearers included a rep- 
resentative list of Broadwayites. 


| French singer Patachou comes 
back to the Cocoanut Grove of the 
Ambassador Hotel Oct. 6 for three 
| weeks. Shel] be preceded by the 
Bernard Bros., who open Sept. 15 
|... Ray Gilbert penning a new act 
| opened on indefinite aise of the | Donte an, &, Sehwarts, Bob 
> . a > y >i a ss _ 
| Saddle & Sirloin in Studio City... on, Mites eae ooo 
,;Connee Boswell and the Delta ,,) rp ~ oe 
, Johnny Broderick, Mike Nidorf 
Rhythm Boys open at the Flamingo, Jesse Block : : : . 
Las Vegas, Sept. 30 with Keefe ee > Charles Schlaifer, C. 
| Brasselle. Cc (Chuck) Green, and Aaron Ros- 
The Four Tunes open a two-week "Stein. The religious service was 
stand at the Chicago Theatre, Chi- conducted by Rabbi Moshe Davis 
cago, Sept. 3... Sarah Paess, for- Of the Jewish Theological Semi- 
mer accompanist for Lauritz Mel- mary. Interment was in Mt. Hebron 
chior, will accompany Glorya Cemetery. 
Curran, who opens a new act at the Survivors include his wife, a 














Thunderbird, Las Vegas, Sept. 1. | son, Edgar, and a daughter, Jane. 


ton, 
Sale Mystery 

Just why the Statler heirs parted 
with control is still a mystery. The 
chain is in sound financial position 
and its stability was attested by 
the fact that the American Man- 
agement Assn, recently put the 
Statler chain among the 10-best- 
wanare corporations in the coun- 
ry. 

The Hilton chain, of course, is 
now the largest of the class hotels. 
There is still a state of flux in the 
Hilton management. For example, 
New York’s Plaza is no longer 
owned by Hilton, he having sold 
it last year to the Sonnabend in- 
terests of Boston, Hilton retains 
the lease for another year, Many 
of Hilton’s hotels are under lease 
to him, whereas the Statler built 
all its own hotels. (Exception is 
the Statler, N. Y., which was 
bought as the Pennsylvania Hotel.) 





- Hilton’s ‘Czar’ Status 





the @laza was Hilton’s Waldorf uc. 
quisition soon after the Plaza pur- 
chase. Having acquired what he 
considered the top hotel, he sur- 
veyed the Plaza and found that 
its comparatively ancient age made 
it an expensive operation for the 
amount of rooms it contained. 
High ceilings, extensive use of 
marble, and large halls were some 
of the factors that made it diffi- 
cult to heat and otherwise operate 
with top efficiency. 

One curious factor in the Hilton 
acquisition of the Statler group 
lies in the increase of competition 
among hotels in the chain. For ex- 
ample, in New York the Waldorf 
and Plaza are competing in that 
sector of town. In another neigh- 
borhood, the New. Yorker and 
Statler will vie for virtually the 
same patronage, and the Roosevelt 
is in some degree of competition 
with these inns. The first two have 
somewhat similar talent policies 
and the latter three by next month 
will be on a name band click. In 
Los Angeles, the Statler Town 
House and Beverly Hilton will be 
rivals; in Washington the Mayflow- 
er and Statler. In St. Louis Hilton’s 
Jefferson and Statler, although 
competing as hotels will be out of 
the talent sweepstakes because of 
the recent trend there of having 
the hotel entertainment go to the 
nabes, such as the Chase, Park 
Plaza and Congress. 

Conrad Hilton, by now, has done 
the impossible in the hotel field. 
His acquisitions are the largest in 
the history of the hotel industry 
and his holdings are now in most 
cases the tops in their particular 
areas, 





‘Holiday on Ice’ Readies 
Omaha; Aug. 10. 

“Holiday on Ice” currently is in 
rehearsal for its 1954-55 trek at 
its opening stand, the Sioux City, 
Ia., Aud. Opening-date is Sept. 3. 

Chester Hale is directing chore- 
ography. Show will feature “The 
Merry Widow,” and is,scaled from 
$1.50 to $3. 





Dennis Day has been set by the 
State Fair of Texas to head its 
annual cuffo Cotton Bowl show on 
East Texas night, Oct. 19, during 
the expo’s 16-day run in Dallas, 
Oct. 9-24. 


Park Sheraton Hotel 
New York 
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Currently 
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HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
- Avery & Washington Sts. 















When in Buffalo Stop ut the 
ROANOKE 
APARTMENT HOTEL 


An Apartment for the price of a Room 
Complete Cooking Facilities 
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Sands, Las Vegas 
apg ~ oy oe 
PAF le, Betty George, 
Militon er > a Sues,” New 


; oes . 
aod M4), Mountaineers (5), 
Copa Girls. (10); Ray Sinatra 


Orch (11); no cover or minimum, 

The core of the Milton Berle 
show is substantially the same as 
last year: format, cast, material, 
music. But the sporadic nitery ap- 
pearances of “Mr. Television 
make this fact unimportant, while 
he’s as welcome as a cool zephyr. 
This is a revue _with bounce, wit 
and warmth, Romping through 
most of the 85-minute show, Berle 
rocks and socks with oldtime zest 


and sharpness, joking, kidding, 
dancing singing, and _ the 
Jaughter .@ packed Copa Room 
is strong. 


From the moment Berle walks 
on with a Mickey Jelke quip, it’s 
a wrapup, and trip-hammer gags 
fall swiftly and surely on the 
receptive audience. Berle intros 
his acts; they get a brief stint, and 
he joins them for added howls. 


Buxom, sultry Betty George is 
on deck to supply the cheesecake, 
of which she has ample. She makes 
a good foil for the star and is 
capable in her single vocal chore 
— “The Anything Can Happen 
Mambo.” 

Sid Gary, the little man with the 
big voice, baritones “Without A 
Song,” and rocks the house with 
“Old Man River.” As expected, his 
Jessel and Jolson carbons score, 
while the oldtime vaude routine 
with sidekick Berle is the clincher. 
Here Berle does his familiar take- 
off on Eddie Cantor. 


Leonard Sues, young: man with 

a horn, after clowning with Berle, 
trumpets “Blue Skies” and Henry 
Busse and Clyde McCoy solos for 
big returns. Berle conducts the Ray 
Sinatra orch while Sues renders 
“St. Louis Blues,” and the pseudo- 
maestro wrecks the baton, procures 
an axe handle to lead with and 
strews lead sheets all over the 
stage. 
_ The New Yorkers are a fast-mov- 
ing, tap-dancing quartet, good in 
their own spot, and they provide 
solid window dressing for Berle 
in the Charleston and other terps. 

The Mountaineers are four §in- 
strumentalists and a gal yodeler in 
a zany bucolic routine in which 
they're joined by “Cousin Elmer” 
Berle. Corn-country instruments 
are used to make music, everything 
from the musical saw to the cider 
jug. The hoedown led by the 
versatile Berle is cause for mass 
hysterics. 

As he did last year, producer 
Jack Entratter presents his*Copa 
line in the show-opening slot only. 
The number sparkles with beauti- 
ful costumes and charm. Chuck 
Nelson and Genie Stone handle 
the production lyrics with a neat 
flair. Bob. 


Italian Village, Friseo 
San Francisco, Aug. 4. 
Frances Langford, Mel Torme, 
Haskells, Alan Cole, Bill Carroll 
Dancers (8), Garry Nottingham’s 
Orch (8): $1 cover weeknights; 
$2 Saturday. 


Spotting two singers on the same 
bill doesn’t sound like the sharpest 
programming possible, yet in this 
instance it is a happy arrangement. 
The Frances Langford and Mel 
Torme styles do not clash in any 
Way. The two acts are so com- 
pletely different and both are of 
such sock calibre that the audience, 
In essence, gets two shows for one, 
Providing they have the stamina 
to sit through a 95-minute show. 
Surprise of the current lineup 
a this North Beach nitery is 
orme. The former bobbysox idol 
18 sporting a new look, new act and 
new nightclub personality that 
a ee toaica sion of making 

new ho 5 
after-dark Big ihe: a dita 

His most recent date here, four 
years ago at the Fairmont. did not 
ring any bells, as he failed to reach 

€ audience consistently. The new 

orme, older and more suave, is 
andling himself like a showwise 
Veteran. 

Right from his opening number, 
on pa composition from “Califor- 
ay yn . The West Coast is the 
a, oast, ‘Torme has them. He 

neg with “Three Coins in the | 
ph ntain, Bets the audience in the 

With “Anything Can Happen 


| 
| 


lambo”’ and do 
ceoff es a couple of cute 
note on “Dragnet” and Julius 


a. His tunes are interspersed 


Mery ib patter which draws 
songs De har tnon Astute mixture of 


—e humor is a powerful 
rock | Pleaser. He finishes with a 
Sing» Cndition of “Sing, Sing, 
grin, vith accompanist Al Pella- 
orme itehing to clarinet and 
a oma taking over on drums. It’s 
a any aig finale and draws 
P ay ;. re) : 
in the local icon plenty of praise 
open, rg anstord’s act was marred 
ng night by a series of three 





S$ on a. slippery flapr, but she 





still managed to put across an 
effective performance and her acci- 
dents even helped. Still a singer 
with top class, she has very effec- 
tively staged her numbers with the 
help of her four male accompanists. 
Beautifully dressed and. looking 
‘wonderful, she plays on the audi- 
ence’s heartstrings with an over- 
long bit of reminiscing of her war- 
time experiences, which is unnec- 
essary, ause she is too good a 
rformer to have to reach back 
or a crutch. Her most powerful 
number is “I’m, in the Mood for 
Love,” though to everything she 
does the audience responds with 
heavy applause. ”" 
The Haskells, an okay magic 
team, are unnecessary on this over- 
long bill. The Bill Carroll dancers 
might profit by a bit of Elmer 
Wheeler’s diet and the Garry Not- 
tingham orch provides okay accom- 
paniment, Rafe. 


Neo. I Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 
Clara Cedrone & Damian Mitch- 

ell, Rose Marie Farrell, Bob Down- 

ey, Hazel Webster; no minimum. 





Current show at this Greenwich 
Village intimery is_ satisfactory 
summer fare. Besides booking 
established talent, spot is ‘utilizing 
the warm-weather period to show- 
ease winners of the Monday night 
amateur contests held at the nitery 
last winter. Breaking into the pro 
ranks at the club last week was 
songstress Rose Marie Farrell, 
who’s reviewed under New Acts. 


Remainder of the bill was made 
up of the comedy team of Clara 
Cedrone & Damian Mitchell*and 
keyboard regulars Bob Downey 
and Hazel Webster. Harold Fon- 
ville, usually spotlighted in dual 
Piano maneuvering with - Bob 
Downey, was on vacation. Cedrone 
& Mitchell, (latter is femme’s new 
male partner) get off some funny 
bits. Act works mostly in the 
tune idiom and registers with okay 
yock material in a couple of 
routines. There are occasional 
weak spots, but overall risible 
effectiveness is good. Standout 
items are a routine’ revolving 
around word definitions and a 
windup flapper skit. 

Steinway contributions by Dow- 
ney and Miss Webster are easy on 
the ear. Russell Rhodes, another 
regular at the room, tours the 
tables offering § slick  sleight-of- 
hand _ demonstrations. Magico, 
however, should refrain from push- 
ing himself on customers: Jess. 


Mapes Skyroom,. Reno 
Reno, Aug. 5. 
Rosemarie & Lenny Kent, Lili 
St. Cyr, Donn Arden Dancers, Ed- 
die Fitzpatrick Orch; no _ cover, 
$1.50 minimum. 





The only people who appear 
shocked at the current Lili St. Cyr 
performance in the Skyroom are 
the locals. This is the sort of show 
which tourists figure Reno is load- 
ed with. But this is the first ‘such 
display Reno has seen since the 
stripper was here quite a number 
of years ago. But the locals are 
shocked into making this probably 
one of the biggest turnouts of the 
season. They're gasping—but in 
person and front row centre. 

This costarring show, which also 
has Rosemarie and Lenny Kent, 
hasn’t had an empty chair since 
first night and reservations are 
stacked. 

Miss St. Cyr is down to brass 
tacks almost as the curtain rises. 
She follows the Donn Arden danc- 
ers with her “Carmen” routine. 

The whole disrobing, bathing, 
powdering and perfuming act is for 
ostensible benefit of a toreador 
stooge. The disrobing gets down to 
a postage stamp and it almost ap- 
pears to be cancelled. 

Rosemarie & Lenny Kent show 
an amazing amount of reserve in 
their references to Miss St. Cyr, 
although Kent- stakes out a few 
laughs. Duo, who debuted as a 
team in this room in January, have 
combined their best single rou- 
tines, propped on either end with 
combo patter and song. Rosemarie 
intersperses her songs with some 
well-pitched stories, but clicks best 


/as a comedienne when she pulls a 


Helen Morgan. Perched awkwardly 
atop the grand 88, she has bell- 
ringing success with her material 
and antics. 

Kent follows with his best, which 
is -sometimes far beyond being 
risque. He must feel that the other 
act and the size of the house which 
turns out to see it give him bur- 
lesque freedom. And he may be 
right. He gets away with it in his 
second show. 

Donn Arden dancers close with 
a strenuous routine, and stand by 
while Miss St. Cyr comes swinging 
out on an overhead track, and from 
her birdcage, tosses garters, roses 
and panties to waving males. 

Mark. 


| Darn Hot.” 


Chez Paree; Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 3. 

Ann Sothern & Her Escorts (5), 
Shecky Green, Pryde & Day, Brian 
\Farnon Orch; $1.10 cover, $2.50 
minium, 





The brisk, stagefilling revue un- 
furled by Ann Sothern and her 
dapper entourage boffed the over- 
flowing Chez Parce on opening 
night (3) and forecasts lush crowds 
throughout her three-week stand. 
Smartly written and _ brilliantly 
staged, the display lightheartedly 
interlards song, dance, and com- 
edy, building to musical comedy 
stature with sock routining of ‘Too 
Resounding reception 
overall cinches a welcome return 
anytime. 


Albeit she’s touring her first 
nitery act, the tv and film star is 
a pro on the boards and a perfect 
charmer, magnetic of personality, 
fine of frame and glib of tongue. 
The five Escorts attend her in zest- 
ful fashion and divert with nifty 
terping on their own while she’s 
changing gowns. After breezy 
“Hello” and “Happy” overtures, 
Miss Sothern embarks on pleasing 
medley of Irving Berlin oldies, and 
then changes pace in solo skit of 


piece based on her current tv iden- 
tity as an office cutie. Fillip is 
when, in gaudy garb, she reverts 
to her onetime screen namepiece, 
Maisie Revere, and thwarts the 
covetous five-man Navy. 

Young comedian Shecky Green, 
playing his first date in this pres- 
tige club, accounted for much o 
the opening night draw, as he’s a 
local lad whose many friends here- 
abouts wish him only the best. 
Slight case of nerves evidenced at 
the outset was dispelled by the 
first wave of laughter once the 
tepid warmup gags were overcome. 
Before long, he had the room in 
throes and by quitting time had to 
beg for a getaway. 

Guy has a pugilist’s build, a pli- 
able face that can wrench itself 
into appropriate shapes and a real 
flair for dialects, all of which help 
him to find the funnybone. A 
brace of fine impressions wisely 
isn’t overly dwelled upon, and 


polations is a ludicrous tidbit. 
Juggling team of Pryde & Day 
is okay for a starter with a fairly 


standard routine. Highlight is the , 


male member’s fancy clubwork 
atop a unicycle, and act climaxes to 
a good hand with two-decker jug- 
gling session, the gal standing atop 
her partner’s head. 

Brian Farnon orch cuts its un- 
usual fine show and is solid on 
dansapation. Les. 


Shamrock. Houston 
Houston, Aug. 1. 
“Ice Ahoy,” with Wilma & Ed 
Leary, Mae Ross, Lou Folds, 
Johnny Melendez, Tony Martin 
Orch, LeNelle Peterson; $1.50 
‘over. 





Wilma and Ed Leary switched 
their iceskating act, although the 
first four weeks of their eight- 
week stint enjoyed good business. 


and picked up their “Ice Ahoy” | 
routine which established them as 


Shamrock favorites during last 
summer's extended engagement. 

The revamped version is readily 
a more solid feature than 
opener and provides ice acrobatics 
that keep the ringsiders applauding 
with gusto. 

Besides the numbers done by 
the personable Learys, 
fine blade artists, and aided and 
abetted by a chorus line that 
maneuvers well either on skates or 
off, featured skater Mae Ross does 
spins and skating dance numbers 
that are breathtaking. 

Comedy numbers are handled by 
Johnny Melendez, who scored sol- 
idly during the 1953 engagement 
and repeats this vear. Lou Folds 
replaced Ben Dova and _ proves 
himself a juggler of note. 

Tony Martin's orchestra, with 
Martin emceeing the show and Les 
Crumbaker waving the baton, does 
a commefidable job for the skating 
routines. All in all, it’s a cool show 


that should sell well for the bal-— 


ance of the torrid Texas weather. 
Jedo. 


Hotel Radisson, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 7. 





Will Jordan, Don McGrane 
Orch (8); $2.50 minimum. 
* Mimic-comedian Will Jordan, 


who's hit prominence with his 
authentic and now familiar imper- 
sonation of Ed Sullivan on the lat- 
ter’s tv “Toast of the Town,” 
serves up entertainment complete- 
ly different from recent fare 
this swank room, where funsters 
have been conspicuous by their 
absence. 


f | 


climax of Dean Martin singing | 
“That’s Amore” with Yiddish inter- | 


the | 


who are! 


in| 


|a good performer, an outstanding 


practitioner of. imitations, also 
points to a successful engagement. 

Jordan’s funnybone relies more 
on customers’ astonishment over 
his uncanny likenesses than on 
clever or especially mirthful-ma- 
terial. He does, however, intro- 
duce a different slant with his ver- 


sion of how a German might do 
such takeoffs in dialect and 
scrambled English and these take- 
offs achieve some hilarity on their 
own. 

While his repertory is high- 
lighted, of course, by the Sullivan 
routine, much other of his mirror- 
ing also scores. That his tv success 
has made him a draw was indi- 
‘cated by the well-filled room for 
ithe opening night’s supper show, 
| although this is his first time here 
and he’s otherwise an unknown 
locally. After he has his act better 
| organized, with more cohesive 
|routining and smoothness and 
| eliminating of a few week spots, 
he should go to town as strongly 
in the tonier supper clubs as he 
has done on tv and in the more 
| plebeian niteries. 


Don McGrane and his orchestra 








“Private Secretary,” a weakish talk-| do their usual boff job, playing} 


,for Jordan and customer stepping. 
Rees. 


Gatineau, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 6. 

| Norman Brooks, Joanne & Stan- 
ley Kayne, Lindsay Sapphire Danc- 
lers (6) with Gene Griffin, Harry 
Wozy Orch (9); $1 admission. 





Norman Brooks’ booking in the 
|Gatineau Club’s Carnival 
| this week has a nostalgic tinge. 
| Brooks, who checks into 20th Aug. 
'31 for film work, made his nitery 


| debut on the Gatineau’s boards and | 
| this six-day appearance is a sort of | 


|““thanks for the start” gesture to 
|manager Joe Saxe and customers. 
| Brooks played the Carnival Room 
| the week before his preem at New 
| York’s Copacabana last year. Since 
{then he’s developed a stronger act 
‘and considerably more assurance 
jand savvy. He may have climbed 
'on his vocal resemblance to Jolson 
but he’s more Brooks than Joly 
/now. Though he'll never shake off 
ithe Jolson tag, Brooks could build 
|} himself on his own abilities from 
|; here on in. 
| Current session features “Dark- 
‘town Strutter’s Ball’ to a standout 
|dixieland arrangement by _ the 
| Harry Pozy band, “Hello Sunshine” 
| (disclick), “Birth of the Blues” and 
Other standards, plus the custom- 
‘ary Jolson medley. Backing Brooks. 
'and held over, are Joanne & Stan- 
i ley Kayne, clicko comedy stanza, 
and the okay Lindsay Sapphire 
Dancers with chanter Gene Grif- 
| fin, who also emcees. Pozy hand 
gives its usual solid showbacking. 
Al Costi replaces Bunny Dixon on 
lounge piano ard chirping. 
Gorm. 
; 
| Cal-Vada. Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe. Nev., Aug. 4. 
Nat ‘King) Cole, Rowen 
Martin, Ike Carpenter Orch; 
cover, $2 minimum. 


& 





With only 10 weeks to call a 
season in this resort area, casino 
ops like to change their shows fre- 
quently to keep the Lake populace 
moving. That’s why a three-week 
show, one-third of the season, 
seems ill-advised. However, when 


| the marquee reads Nat Cole, Cal- | 
Lewis feels | 
that the only bad thing about the 


| Vada operator Joby 
situation is that the engagement 
is all too short. 

Cole is controlling the length of 
the shows these days. Just 


of this same crowd, that he often 
found himself with only a few 
minutes between shows. 

Cole steps back to the piano 
occasionally to pound out a bridge 
or chorus with his trio. A whole 
number or two instrumentally 
would be extremely welcome. 
drifts farther and farther away 
from this great keyboard talent. 
| But his singing brings whistling 
response from a most sedate crowd. 
Charlie Harris on bass, Lee 
| Young on drums and John Col- 
| lins on guitar set up nice rhythm 
| for things like “Lover Come Back 
ito Me” and “This Can't Be Love.” 
The Ike Carpenter band fills out 
the big arrangements: okay. 
| Comics Rowen & Martin are the 
only other act billed for this show. 


They do better by their material | 


than it sometimes warrants—indi- 
cating a great potential with top- 
notch stuff. A “drunk” who heckles 
“Laurence Olivier’ goes fine. The 
situation is ripe for better lines. 
Their surgeon routine—he's in- 
terviewed by a Gillette sports- 
| caster as he steps into the operat- 


Room | 


no - 


last 
vear he was so much in the hands | 


He) 


_Meeambe, Frisco 
San Franeisco, Aug. 2. 
Cal Tjader Afro-Cubans (5); no 
cover; no minimum. 





Frisco’s first Latin club aiming 
| to capitalize on the current boom 
in mixing mambo and jazz is off 
to a good start with the Cal Tjader 
Afro-Cubans, a slick, well-rehearsed 
group that: belts out very dance- 
able Latin rhythms and laces them 
with ehough modern jazz to keep 
the interest of the hipsters. 


Tjader, a personable youngster 
from this area who has just come 
off a year on the road as vibist 
with the George Shearing Quintet 
and has albums under his own 
name working for him on both 
Savoy and Fantasy, has organized 
a solid group. He’s an interesting, 
swinging vibe player with a good 
feel for Latin rhythms. Backing 
him up are Edgar Rosales, who 
shakes the maracas and sings Latin 
and American ballads in an effec- 
tive voice; Bayatdo Velardi, a solid 
conga drum player; Manuel Du- 
rand, a good Afro-Cuban pianist, 
and Carlos Durand, bass. 


| Tjader doubles from vibes to 

timbales in a rundown of standard 
| Latin tunes and Afro-Cuban spe- 
| cialties. The group is particularly 
|effective with neat arrangements of 
|ievz standards such 2s “Bernie’s 
| Tune” and of odd numbers such as 
| “Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen.” Overall 
(effect is extremely commercial, 
with the group costumed in color- 
ful Cuban ensembles. This should 
be a successful operation 2"' “ng 
the line. 2 Rafe. 





Viennese Lantern. N. Y. 

Odette, Tolba Stephens. Laniern 
Ensemble (4); no cover, $3.50 Sat- 
,urday minimum. 





Pleasant summer fare  whiles 
awav a gemutlich evening at this 
Yorkville stube. Owner-emcere Max 
Loew is away on an extended vaca- 
tion, but Walter and Larry Kirsch, 
amiable maitre d’s, make most 
agreeable substitutes as hosts. The 
Lantern ensemble, fronted by 
personable Bela Bizony, first fid- 
dier, who also emcees. has some 
new musical tricks added to their 
catalog, and the two solo acts 
' satisfy. 

Odette ‘see New Acts) is a slim 
but shanely, darkly-attractive dish 
with a deep-throated contralto and 
an authoritative as well as beguil- 
| ing wav with song. Chirp makes a 
strong impression in a variety of 
‘tunes and lingos, for dramatic ef- 
fect. 

Other act is also a singer. in 
holdover Toba Stephens. Colora- 
'tura soprano has a good voice, 
especially some sterling top notes, 
| and a varied repertory. Smoldering 
}stvle of singing is okay. but femme 
has a fault of smothering some of 
her lyrics in an annoying pianis- 
;Simo in between the belted-out 
| portions of a song. Natural power 
/in her voice m»ekes her wisely 
jeschew the mike. “Granada.” 
'“Lover. When I'm Near You” and 
ithe “Fledermaus” Czardas makes 
a pleasant song-offering. 

Lantern’s ensemble — Bizony, 
‘lead violin: David Lerow, fiddle 
and accordion; Paul Mann, piano, 
land Charles Albert. viano- ac- 
' cordion—do yeoman work through- 
out, whether assisting soloists. or 
on their own. “Roumanian Rhap- 
sody” opener finds the violins en- 
| gaged in birdealls and other tricks, 
to good effect. Albert shines later 
in a “Rhapsody in Blue” soln, and 
Bizony’s solo bits on the fiddle are 
standout. Finale finds chirps and 
ensemble in a medley of Viennese 
and American tunes, for t-steful 
nostalgic windup. Bron. 


Eddvs*. K. €. 
Kansas City, A@g. 6. 
Jan August, Tommy Leonettt, 
Tonu DiPardo Orch (8); $1 cover. 


Eddvys’ has a_ double-barrelled 
entry for the current fortnight, 
with keyboard record name, Jan 
August, and new young singer, 
Tommy Leonetti. Although the 
show ran a bit long opening night, 
with a 65-minute layout, when 
boiled down after first trial or two, 
iit should prove a nifty attraction 





‘for the club. !t leans heavily on 
music, but it’s very adevtly pre- 
sented stuff and much in the popu- 
lar appeal vein 

This is August's first after- 
| darker in this area. He's trving 
something a bjt different. inter- 


mixing a bit of the more familiar 
classics with pop tunes and his own 
Latin rhythms. The Tchaikovsky 
Concerto as an opener, a rather 
| fullblown version of “Rhapsody in 
| Blue” and a Chopin Polonaise give 


‘the more adult appeal to the 
| August fingerings, and are, well 
enough received by the house. 
More expressive response comes 


on his own “Jamboree” (rumba) 


It’s a welcome interruption in! ing arena—is better. It catches as | and a pop medley. Draws heavy 


what has heen a long-drawn-out 
but by no means displeasing vocal- 





izing siege. The fact that Jordan is 


best work of the duo. 
| They don't overstay and check 
‘out in good shape. Mark, 


response throughout. - 2 
| Leonetti also is making his local 
i (Continued on page 54) 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 11 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day ef show 

whether full or split week 

Letter in parentheses Indicates circuit. (1) Independent; (L) Loews (M) Mossi 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 


Music so wd 12 eg cata 
Marilyn urphy u 
Corps de Ballet CHICAGO 


Larry Griswold 


Glee Club Diosa Costello Co 
Rockettes Crew Cuts 

Sym Orc 2 to fill 

Milan Timotich MIAMI 


Palace (R) (13) 
Wini & Spencer 
Barlow & Craft 





Peopl-ettes Ss 
Lee Allen Bobby Dae & Babs Bive Angel Jane Morgan 
3 Arnauts Helene Vernon 3 mera —— 7° Ashtons 
Calvin Ponder aoe A Young 
AUSTRALIA a ae Art Waner Ore 
Trude Adams ; 
MELBOURNE Norman Vaughan | Bart Howard B Harlowe Ore 
Tivoli (T) 9 Bernice Vaughan Jimmy Lyons Trio Versatiles 
Buck Warren Co Renita Kramer Bon Solr ‘Nice To See You’ 
Warren Latona penve, Cosyoos Jimmie Daniels owe Tio 
Sparks r uke " 
Dagenh.m Girl Joy Horsburgh ea gy Lou Nelson 
Pipers Dorothy Hall Jimmy Komack Dorothy Keller 
Maxwells Show Girls Norene Tate Patti Ross 
O’Hagan & Stead Nudes Three Flames Linda Lombard 
Rudi Grasl Dancing Boys Margy Duncan 
Johnny ‘“Rubber- Ballet Al i Paula Ghowert 
face” Craig Y ar mar 
Edith Crocker Co Thon) 9 Dolores Hawkins Salvatore Gioe Ore 


Ron Parry 
Gloria Dawn 


Frank Cleary Myrons fr Vickie Barry 
: wate ank Marti Ore ckie | Barr’ 
David Siimilton Margaret Brown No 1 Fifth ave |Joel Shaw Ore 
Ju aa Sane Mike Joe & Coco |Cedrone & Mitchell pale S weuten 

Adorables Bouna Gob Downey Piute Pete 


PERTH 
His Mai’s (T) 9 


3 Dearesco David Edie 
Charly Wood Co John Biluthal 
Frank Cook & J Max Blake 


Guus Prox & M 
Chevalier Bros 
G Nelson & C 





BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 9 | 
Joe Poynton 
Dave Winton 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome iM) 9% 
Dickie Valentine 
Clayton & Ward 
Curzon 3 
Scott Sanders 
Angelos 
Harry Worth 
Skating Orlandos 


Paul Valentine 


Henny Youngman 
Jack Russell 
Mad Caps 


Roy Barbour 
Harry Jacobs 


Tony Fontane 
Julian Somers 


Choral Group 
Dancing Boys 
Dancing Girls 


|Carroll Levis Co 
Violet Pretty 
Teen Agers 

| Kelrovs 


Benny Lee 
Robin Richmond 
Graham Bros 
Alec 


Chicago (P) 13 


Olympia (P) 11 


GLASGOW 
Empire (mM) ? 


HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 9 


Pleon 





- Brizilianos 
Dassie Co Derlys Dogs 
: eee 9 Ken Wilson 
Paar emg LEICESTER 
Musical Elliotts Palace (S) 9 | 





Harkress & W 


i 
j 


Karen Greer 


Earl Darnay | Johnny Lockwood | 


Patricia Soleil j 
Leslie Dowsey | 
Eddie Hart i 
S Fisher Girls } 
BRADFORD i 
Alhambra (M 9 


Teddy Johnson 
Pearl Carr 
Bonar Colleano 
Billy Max2tm ; 
Sally & Cherles i 
F Harris & C r 
Lee Youngsters 
BRIGHTON 
Hiprodrome (™) 
Max Bysraves ! 
Nitwits 
Joyce Golding 
Katherire Feather 
Nelson Eros 
Tux 
Virginia Vernon 
Shirley Hepburn 
Donald Clive 
BRISTOL 
Empire (f) 
Charlie Eilis 
Wilton Famiilr 
Angelina 
Amar & Alana j 
Paris Lovles } 
Hippodrome (‘S) 9% 
Billy Cotton a 
Eddie Arnold } 
Jo Jac & Joni 
Bill Waddington 
N Mongador & A | 
R Rex & Bessie j 
CARDIFF 
New (S)°9 
Archie Lewis 
4 Rambiers 
Leslie We'ch 
Joan Rhodes 
Billy Baxter 
H & W Mack 
4 Reiels 
CHELSEA 





Palace (1) 9% ' 


Roy Rolland 
Jimmy Grant 


| Frateli 


Harry Dowson | 
Red Fred j 
Cleef & Bell | 
Les Traversos 
Marcies 


}Charles Canereri 


LIVERPOOL 
Empire (Mm) 9 
Retty Driver 
M & H Nesbitt | 
Stan Stennett ' 
Ken Frith 
& Jean 
Morris & Cowley 
T & D Kendall i 
McAndrews & Mills 


MANCHESTER 


| Hippodreme (S) 9 
| Al Koran 


Sandra Derne — 
Authors & Swinson 


jJennny Paul 3 


Connor & Drake 
Cynthia & Gladys 
L Gordon Girls 
Mallini 2 
Len Marten 
Iris Sadler 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 9? 
Harry Secombe 
Renee Dymott 
Jenny Hayes 


i2 Peters 


Peter Sellers 
Julie Dawn 

Les Spangiers 
Michael Bentine 
Tommy Dale 


NORWICH 
Hippodrome (i) 9 
Harry Shiels 
Harry Dawson 
3} Astaires 
Erik Leifson 
Carol Gatley 
Rema Ferri 
3 Toledos 
|Paris Lovlies 


NOTTINGHAM 





A Boga & Jovy 
Andree Dancers 
Behra 
DERBY 
Hippodrome (S) 9% 
Alan 
Tom 
Cycling 
Kelroys 
Joan & Ernest 
Denvers 
Ladd West 
Sam Rovers 
Reggie Dennis 
EAST HAM 
Granada (1) 9 
J & A Grant 
Ford & Lenner 
Victor Lebate 
Aerila Kenways 
Metropolitan (i) 9% 
Eddie Lee Co 
Gt Marlo 
Jimmy Edmundson 
H & V Lennon 
Riki Lingana 
Doris Co 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (‘M) 9 
Al Martino 
Mayfairs 
B & B Adams 
Ruddy Bolly 
G Doonan & Ann 
.Rey Overbury & S 
Yoiandos j 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire ‘M) 9 
Lita Roza 


Max Bacon 
Dickie entoren 


Dargie 
Owen McGiveney 
J Bow & Darnel 


Alan 
Jacobson Co 
Mike wskis 


Empire (M) 9 

|}Candy Sis & Eddie 

| Tessie O’Shea 
Winters & Fielding 

|Gary Miller 

|}Les Roynor & B 

| Biliy Russell 

Rusmar 2 
PORTSMOUTH 

Royal (M) 9 

Vie Oliver 

J & J Bentley 

Kitty Bluett 

2 Mazurs 

Robert Moreton 

Pierre Bel 

Sylvia Cempbell 
SOUTHAMPTON 

Grand (1) 9 

| Jill Manners 

Gaye & Van 

Meltones 

Danny O’Dare 

Our Girls 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (i) 9 

Denise Vane 

Dick Montague 

Fanny Lee 

D& R Ray 

Baron Gaye & E 

3 Georginas 

Stop Press Lovlies 


YORK 

Empire (1) 9 
Sandy Daw 
Marie Joy 
Vie Sanderson 
Margaret Hayes 
Gerdon Webster 
Mile Models 
Marda 





Arthur Haynes 
Stevil Sis 


Jimmy Stacey 
Luscious 


Louis Armstrong 


Delta Rhythm Boys 


Espana a { Chartey Foy’s 
N Brandwynne Orc | Dave ey 
Band Ann McCormack 
Billy Gray Cox ij Black Orc 
Leo Diamond Mocambo 
| Dorothy Claire | Eartha Kitt 


Lovlies ‘Donn Arden Ders 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 
Basin St 








tatin Quarter 
Bernard Bros 


Panchito Ore 


Ramona Lang Village Barn 


M Durso Cre 


Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Hotel Astor 
Les Elgart Ore 
Motel Roosevel? 
Lenny Herman Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore ¢ 


CHICAGO 


Black Orchid 
Felicia Sanders 
Dr Arthur Ellen 


Rachel Ellen 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Perez Prado Orc 
Miseha Borr Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Robert Clary 4 
Williams Trio 


Margie Lee 
Cathy & Blair 
Shirley Linde 


Mort Sahl Weidemanns 
R Kerpays Duo Polo : 
Bive Ansel Perky Twins 


Jimmy Caesar 
Eileen Carroll 
Ray McIntosh 
B Dears & Dons 
Frankie Masters Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Freddy Martin Orc 
Dave Leonard 
Bill Curtis 
Johnny Cochran 
Martin Men 
& | Sid_ Krofft 
|D Hiid Ders 
Palmer House 


Sem Mannine 
Whalebone Willie 
Lady Jamaica 
Princess Orelia 
Lord Carlton 
Lady Trinidad 
D’Lacy Quartet 
Bive Note 
Les Brown Orc 
Chez Paree 
Ann Sothern 
Escorts (5) 
Shecky Green 
Pryde & Day |George Gobel 
B Farnon Ore | Maureen Cannon 
Rodriquez Rhumba | Double Daters 
Conrad Hilton | Three Houcks 
“Skating Stars’ Charlie Fisk Ore 


tOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel | Dick Stabile Ore 
Los Chavales de Bobby Ramos Ore 





Nicco & Barba |Paul Hebert Orc 





= a 
Golden Girls : Arden Ders 
R Matty Maineck Orc 
Dennis Day Cal-Vada 
Marcellis Nat Cole 
Riverside Starlets Rowen & Martin 
Bill Clifford Orc Ike Carpenter Orc 
Lake Tahoe, Nevada Stateline 
Cal-Neva Ames Bros ’ 
Eartha Kitt Dick Foy Ore 
HAVANA 
Montmartre Tropicana 
S de Espana Org 
Benny Moore Calle Cron 
G A Guedes Rene +. C Delaine 
Rita Montaner Mano pe 
Leopoldo Fernandez| Marta & Alexander 
Mimi Cal Paulina Alvarez 
Chino Wong Bertica & Rolando 
Matamoros Trio Orlando de la Rosa 
Nancy & Renny Kiko Gonsalves 
Sonia Caleepo A Romeu Ora 


Alonso Ballet Senen Suarez Orq 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 53 gaa 


Eddys’, K. €. 
debut. A former band vocalist, the 


tallish lad has been holding forth 
as a single for several months, with 
mounting audience approval. He 
mixes them up considerably, rang- 
ing from a peppy opener, to the 
sweeter types of “With a Song In 
My Heart” and “I Cried” and the 
dramatic like “I Believe.” Lad 
shows a good deal of personality, 
with special appeal for the — 
uin. 














Seven Seas, Omaha 
Omaha, Aug. 2. 
Frisari & Reynolds, Sam Frazier 
"rio; no minimum or cover. 





Frankie Frisari and Gary Reyn- 
olds, a song-comic team that has 
good prospects, are jamming ’em 
in at the Seven Seas here and 
threaten to smash the house record 
held by Shecky Green. Inasmuch 
as the Seven Seas operates on a 
smallish ad budget, word-of-mouth 
brings in most of the trade. Which 
is quite a tribute to the boys. 

Reynolds offers expert straight- 
ing and passable vocals. His forte 
is the sax, which he plays a la Stan 
Getz straightaway, behind his back 
and while standing on his head. 

Frisari is a solid comic and milks 


every line for all its worth. He, 
too, is a topnotch musician with 
trumpet, trombone and drums. 
When lads open up on a jam ses- 
sion, the payees really get their 
money’s worth. 

The boys, a team the past 14 
months, boast plenty of special ma- 
terial and keep the blue stuff to a 
minimum. Highlights include Fri- 
sari’s takeoff of Durante, with 
Reynolds coming on for an Eddie 
Jackson bit that is socko. Im- 





Larry Green Trio 
Bar of Music 
Dwight Fiske 
Odette Myrtil 
Dick Hazard Ore 
Biltmore Hotel 
Weire Bros (3) 


} Moulin Rouge 
Chiquita & Johnson 
Rudy Cardenas 
'DeCastro Sis (3) 
B Minevitch H R 
Tony Gentry Circus 
| Barbettes (5) 


Allan & Ashton |Gina Genardi 

Bob Douglas | Fluff Chariton 

Hal Derwin Ore Bob Snyder Ore 
Ciro’s Statler Hotel 


Pearl Bailey ‘Ted Lewis Ore 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Bar of Music , Martin and Maio 
Bill Jordan {Freddy Calo Ore 
Hal Fisher Nautilus Hotel 
Harvey Bell }Karen Chandler 
| Beth Challis | Eddie Snyder 
}Gina Valenta } Antone & Ina 
| Ethel Davis ; Sid Stanley Ore 
Fred Thompson | Place Pigalle 
| Beachcomber |} Wanani 
| Martha Raye |E, Litico & Mario 
| Novelites (3) | Sandra 
George DeWitt Cuban Sugar Girls 
Condos & Brandow Hilda 
Len Dawson Orc Fansto Curbello Ore 


| Clover Crub } 
| Marshall & Farrell 
i Phyllis Arnold 
Ted Lawrie 
| Marilyn Hightower 
| Tony Lopez Ore 


Sans Souci 
|Eileen Wilson 
Sacasas Orc 
Ann tlerman ODcrs 
Anne Barnett 
Saxony Hotel 


Hote. 


| Selma Marlowe Line | Kirby Stone 4 

| Woody Wootlbury |Tano & Dee 

| Five O’Ctock Nirva 

| Belle. Barth |Mandy Campo Ore 

Dick Hall Johnny Silvers Orc 

Don Ostro Ore F Ru veaee 
La Vie En Rese |ttancn Renee 


|Hawaian Rev 
Vacabonds 


|Pat Morrissey 
i“Stars On ice” 


| Tommy Miles Orc 


Leon & Eddie’s Mary Jane Lawson 
Lois De Fee |Johnny Flanagan 
Lynn Star | Forrest & Reed 


| 

| Rose Ann Two Adams & Eve 
| Rita Marlow | Jimmy Shaw 
Charlotte Waters Bea Lumien 

Di Lido Hotel Calypso Eddie 
|Sammy Walsh Frank Linale Ore 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


El Cortez 
Luxor Gali Gali 
Golden Nugget 
Bonnie Baker 


Flamingo 
Dick Contino 
|The Sportsmen 





| Silver Slipper Sends 
| Sally Rand Milton Berle 
Honk Henry Sid C 

The Appletons . ys ary 


| Eve Marley Leonard Suess 


| Mountaineers 
| Seaete pare New Yorkers 
| Jimmie Cavanaugh 3 Sonebe Vegas 
| 1 oe E wis 
nn ao Gloria De Haven 
| Sah Thunderbird 
ara Frances Faye 
Mae West Phil Foster 

Last Prontier Ralph Curtis 





| Herb Shriner 


Patio 
|Connie Russell Dinah Washington 





RENO 
Mapes Skyroom E Fitzpatrick Ore 
Billy Eckstine New Golden 
Jack Carter Woody Herman Orc 


Lenny Colyer 


/ 34 ‘eC gta av iff} 1 


preshes of Ink Spots, Dorsey Bros., 
|Harry James, Charlie Barnett, 
|Gene Krupa and Artie Shaw are 
topnotch. 
| For a hilarious windup, boys 
|}move through aud with their in- 
| struments, Frisari goes behind bar 
for a slapstick session of mixing 
drinks and Reynolds even parades 
out-of-doors to serenade prospec- 
tive pedestrian customers. 
Boniface Don Hammond has h!¢ 
waitresses attractively gowned in 
black, off-the-shoulder formals and 
has enlarged the stage for a duo. 
Trump. 


Black Orehid. Chi 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Chicago, Aug. 3. 








| Wally Dean, 
| Skating Regals, Les Rhode House 
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House Reviews. 








Palaee, N.Y. : 
Howard & Wanda Bell, Muriel 
Reid, Cook & Brown; Eddie Hanley, 
with Geene Courtney; Ernesto Bo- 
nino, DeMattiazzis (2), Marty 
Maye, Ed Steinmetz & Co. (2); 
“Human Desire” (Col). 


The Palace lacks that bigtime 
aura this week. True, there are 
some. acts that give it that ap- 
proach, but generally, it plays 
like a provincial vauder. 

Top moments on the bill are by 
Marty Maye and Ernesto Bonino. 
Maye for years has been better 
known under his old- moniker, 
Marty May. The final ‘e” does 
nothing for him. The change of 
name hasn’t accompanied a change 
of act. It’s the same old comedy 
turn, but it’s still effective and he 
gets a good return. 

Bonino, a recent import from 
Italy, has been doing the rounds 
in various niteries around town. 
He’s been making a favorable im- 
pression and this ,.engagement indi- 
cates that his act is equally effec- 
tive in theatres. Bonino sings 
some Continental chansons, pro- 
viding a touch of comedy in sev- 
eral numbers. He’s a multi-lingual 
singer, knocking them - off in 
Italian, French and English. His 
“O Marie,” as it would be done 
in various languages, puts him on 
a firm footing and he continues a 
good pace throughout his turn, 
Anether standard is the De Mat- 
tiazzjs, also an Italian import, with 
a mechanical doll turn. It’s been 
on video and has made several 
rounds in this house, so the sur- 
prise is gone. However, the move- 
ments are pleasing and it gets by. 

Eddie Hanley ,teamed with 
Geene Courtney, shows an act 
comprising bits from the bur- 
lesque days. Vet comic’s version of 
a turn with a dancehall hostess is 
from way back, but his impression 
of a femme undressing is effec- 
tive here. 

Cook & Brown have abbreviated 
their act considerably. It looks bet- 
ter that way, since they do two of 
their best and punchiest numbers, 
and off they go. Applause under 
these conditions is hearty. 

Openers are Howard & Wanda 
Beil, with a variety of .acrobatics 
from teeterboard to head-to-head 
balancing. They are expert prac- 
titioners. Muriel Reid and Ed 
Steinmetz & Co. are reviewed un- 
der New Acts. Per usual, Jo Lom- 
bardi backstops expertly and the 
layout has been expertly staged 
and lighted by house manager 
Herb Bonis. Jose. 





Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Aug. 7. 
Mary McCarty, Bob Manning, 
Christine & Moll, 


Orch; “Security Risk” (AA). 


Layout this week comes up with 
|; winning returns in most cases, 
|} overall impact being definitely 
| satisfying. 

Topline spot is held down by 
Mary McCarty. Musicomedy-tv- 
screen comedienne rates the slot, 
purveying a smartly-blerded series 
of characters that gathers in solid 
portion of giggles and _ laughs. 
Showmanly quality is evident 
throughout her _ specially-written 





| Mort Sahl. fresh from the Hun- 
| gry i in San Francisco, injects an 
| offbeat brand of nitery humor into 
what continues to be a sock sum- 
mer show at this intimery. Sahl 
is in for remaining three weeks of 
|the bill, replacing folk-balladeer 
| Stan Wilson, who is answering a 
| Milwaukee commitment. Biz con- 
jtinues solid even for the late 
| shows. 

Deadpan and garbed in casual 
| sweater, Sahl assumes the satirical 
pose of an earnestly philosophical 
collegian whose random_running- 
at-the-mouth calls itself “oral neu- 
rosis.”” Sophomoric commentary on 
a host of topical subjects is spiked 
with some keen spoofing, a handful 
of psych terms, and recurrences of 
hip expressions like “real great” 
and “pretty wild.” Seemingly 
pitched at the intelligentsia with 
low-pressure asides on literature, 
politics and various social foibles, 
this fresh comedy slant gets plenty 
mileage with a less sophisticated 
clientage as well, if only because 
the lad’s characterization is laugh- 
able in itself. In the main, Sahl 
taps nothing louder than a digni- 
fied chortle, but he’s remarkably 
consistent and proves a fine choice 
for this room. 

Chirper Felicia Sanders, who 
toplines the bill, still rates terrific 
with the customers, and Dr. Arthur 
Ellen's hypnotism demonstrations 
are drawing repeaters. Les, 
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material, all of it on the original 


side. 

| Capitol Records’ Bob Manning is 
|a good-looking lad, well over the 
average height of the croonercrop 
| and possessed of a fair set of pipes 
| which could be utilized to better 
advantage than in the act he is 
| displaying. It’s a dull affair, with 
| little variation in tempo and pro- 
| jection. Aud reaction is mild. 

Wally Dean, vet vauder, emcees 
the_ proceedings expertly, and on 
own scores handily with the im- 
preshes and waggery. Tops stint 
with howl-raising drunk takeoff. 

Almost walking off with palm- 
honors, Christine & Moll come up 
with one of the brightest tap- 
rhythmics staging seen here in 
months, There's little waste mo- 
tion as they build series of heel- 
and-toe, finger-snapping ideas to 
mounting mitts. 

Teeoffers are the Regals, who 
spin out whirlwind skating acro- 
antics for a fast pace-setter. Les 
Rhode and house orch, per usual, 
are adept on the showbackings. 

Lary. 





Casino, Toronto 
Toronto, Aug. 6. 

Felo Bergasa & Bruno Terraya, 
Los Galanes (3), Leonardo & 
Anita, Prince Moss, Latin-Ameri- 
can Lovelies (8) with The Comet, 
Archie Stone Orch; “Woman Is a 
Devil” (Alliance). 





dresses, for a Latin-American rum- 
ba routine, complete with tambor- 
ines and stepout solos, this 60-min- 
ute stage stint has plenty of pace 
and diversity, with all acts over to 
ovations. This is swift entertain- 
ment in the vaude tradition. 

Los Galanes, three men with 
maraceas and in Cuban costume, 
are hefty on South American swing 
and stomps, plus precision calis- 
thenics, for a rsp | medley of 
Latino songs. Their Spanish ver- 
sion of the Charleston, with South 
American interpretation of campus 
calisthenics, was a _ riot when 
caught, and earned a begoff. 
Bruno Tarraya and Felo Bergasa, 
duo pianists, rate with terrific 
switches from classics to boogie- 
woogie. Also over big are Leonardo 
& Anita, man and woman ventrilo- 
quist team, working in five dum- 
mies for argument voice changes, 
with a wham singi quintet of 
“You Belong to My Heart” for a 
socko finale. 

In and out as the amiable emcee 
is Prince Moss, with his bass-bari- 
tone over big on individual song 
stint for “Blue Velvet,” a bounce 
switch to “Lover, Come Back,” and 
a burlesqued version of “I Wanna 
Be Loved.” Finale has the girl line 
back for a Cuban cancan, including 
a strobolite effecet with ribbons for 
a rousing finish, with a torso-toss- 
ing gtepout by a comely lass tagged 
The Comet, and whole stage pack- 
age socking over with the cus- 
tomers. McStay. 


Refurbished Chi Hilton 
Room to Unshutter With 
Margie Lee Ice Revue 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Boulevard Room in the Conrad 
Hilton Hotel here is reopening Sat- 
urday (14), after complete refurb- 
ishing, with an iceshow topped by 
Margie Lee. Room has been closed 
since May 27 and has been redone 
in blue and white with draperies 
designed by Salvador Dali. High 
ceiling was lowered to make new 
space above the Boulevard Room 
for a trade show exhibition parlor. 

Upcoming show is produced by 
Merriel Abbott, with choreography 
by Bob Frellson and original music 
written and directed by Hessie 
Smith. Arrangements are Norm 
Krone’s. 

Along with Miss Lee, who head- 
lined the previous show last spring, 
are adagio skating team of Cathy 
& Blair, Shirley Linde, Lola & 
Luther Weidemann, Polo, Perky 
Twins, Jimmy Caesar and Boule- 
var-Dears and Dons. Show is to 
be called “Skating Stars.” Frankie 
Masters orch will be cutting its 
10th ice display at the Hilton, with 
Eileen Carroll and Ray MclIntosh 
handling vocal chores. 
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Frisco Boom 


Continued from page 52 a 














Cole set a new house record at the 
Fairmont Hotel in July with a 
cover gross of $23,780 for three 
weeks. Count Basie set a new 
Saturday night record at the Down- 
beat with 1,100 admissions, which 
was broken July 31 by Duke El- 
lington. The Tin Angel with Bob 
Scobey had the biggest weekend 
in its history that same weekend. 
The Italian Village is currently 
selling out nightly for both the 
supper and the late show with 
Mel Torme and Frances Langford, 
and Erroll Garner is packing the 
Black Hawk. : 

The filmhouses are holding their 
own, too, with “This Is Cinerama” 
racking up its biggest take in any 
week of regular performances 
since it opened 32 weeks ago—a 
cool $32,500—and “The Caine 
Mutiny” steadily doing good busi- 
ness at the St. Francis. 





Dagmar’s Coast Debut 


San Francisco, Aug. 10. 

Dagmar makes her Coast debut 
at the Italian Village here Sept. 8, 
opening a two-week stand. 

Deal now is being dickered for 
a Hollywood nitery date and a pos- 
sible vaude package for a down- 
town Los Angeles theatre. 





Connee Boswell contracted for 
the Bolero, Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 





With easing on of the eight-girl 
line, in white sequins and head- 





‘ ie a4 age 


21, and the Flamingo, Las Vegas, 
Sept. 30. 





alre 
on 

exp 
Ma 
resi 
lon; 
twe 
Lut 
wit 
seri 
son 


the 
Ho} 
tro 
to 

seri 
ser 
tow 
tior 
hel 


Bro 
Cor 
was 
cau: 

i 
Tho 


Ste 
Mar 
and 
chai 
wit 
Voly 
Seri 
cou! 
Sust 

7 
Mar 
Oct. 
ye’s 
begi 


The. 
has | 
Mat 
the 

Call, 
had 
run 


700- 








SES Sl Oh 


wee ws" 6S 


Wednesday, August 11, 1954 r 


ss 


LEGITIMATE 53 





New Patrons Boost Trade Over ’53 


For New England Strawhat Loop 


By HAROLD M. BONE 
: New Haven, Aug. 10. 

A 700-mile swing around the 
southern New England strawhat 
joop suggests two conclusions. 
With a single exception, all but one 
of the 12 spots visited were even 
with or better, from a boxoffice 
angle, than a corresponding period 
Jast year. Secondly, the summer 
theatre is bringing into the legit 
playgoing fold many newcomers 
who are tasting and enjoying stage 
fare for the first time. 

Accounting for some of this new- 
found interest is the intimacy of 
arena productions, plus sidelines 
such as meet-the-cast nights, crit- 
ies’ discussions, square dancing and 


-concerts before and after the show, 


lobby exhibits, backstage tours, and 
similar outlets. All these give the 
customers a sense of participation 
peyond the mere viewing of a stage 
production. : 

Intensive activity, particularly in 
the smaller, low-budget or semi- 
pro operations, indicates that the 
fabulous invalid is now making 
progress toward full recovery. 

Data gathered on the tour in- 
cludes: 

Westchester Playhouse, Mt. Kis- 
co, N. Y. (Producer, Barton Emmet; 
capacity, 463; scale, $1.20-$3.60; 
season, 10 weeks; weekly perform- 
ances, 7; possible gross, $8,500). 
Halfway mark in the 25th season 
of this setup finds b.o. figures to- 
talling about 5% above 1953. Spot 
does little transient biz. relying on 
regulars built up over the years. 

(Continued on page 59) 


Touring ‘Caine’ Stars 


Plug Subscription Sale 
In Long-Distance Call 


“Caine Mutiny Court Martial,” 
already a critical and boxoffice hit 
on Broadway and tour, scored an 
exploitation bullseye last week in 
Marshfield, Wis. About 200 local 
residents were in on on amplified 
long distance conversation be- 
tween theatre circuit operator Jay 
Lurye and. personnel connected 
with the play all to plug a sub- 
scription drive for the coming sea- 
son, 


Lurye put the call through to 
the Central City (Col.) Opera 
House, where the touring “Caine” 
troupe is playing, from Marshfield 
to stimulate local interest in sub- 
scriptions to the winter theatre 
series being conducted in the 
town, which has a 12,000 popula- 
tion. Phone conversation was 
held during a campaign meet, with 
Lurye speaking to costars Steve 
Brodie and Paul Douglas. Wendell 
Corey, the other star ofthe show, 
was unable to get to the phone be- 
cause of an injured leg. 


“Caine” company manager Les 
Thomas and stage manager Bob 
Hulter also chatted with Lurye. 
Steve Miller, president of the 
Marshfield Winter Theatre Assn., 
and Mrs. Roy Jennejohn, vice- 
chairman of the campaign gabbed 
with Douglas and Corey. Talk re- 
volved around the winter theatre 
Series, with the “Caine” group en- 
Couraging small town efforts to 
Sustain a live theatre, 


“Caine” is booked to play the 
Marshfield high school auditorium 
Oct. 2 as its windup date on Lur- 
ye’s Winter Theatre Circuit. Show 

€gins its trek of the Lurye chain 
ent. 18. The Marshfield Winter 
eatre Assm., formed last year, 
las Set its sights on selling approxi- 
mately 2,000 season tickets. As of 

a day following the long distance 
call, more than 900 subscriptions 
— been tabulated. Season tickets 
“y from a top of $12 to a low of 
rane cover five shows at the 1,- 

‘Seat auditorium. 








‘D.: 7) 7) 
Painted Days’ on B’way 
Marshall Jamison, stager of “By 
with poutitul Sea,” will partner 
an dna Karns in the Broad- 
“pai , Production this fall of 
be ane Days,” romantic comedy 
meet . n Bryne. Jamison will di- 
ut won't be billed as co-pro- 


an ~ i is a one-setter with eight 

at $60 — Production is budgeted 

+ oan 00 without an overcall, and 

te med at an early-November 
ning after a tryout tour. 


A 
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Who’s the Agent? 


Laguna, Aug. 10. 

There’s practically nothing a 
strawhat producer won’t do to 
get the right star. 

Laguna Summer Theatre 
wanted Tom Brown for a key 
part in “Ten O’Clock~ Call,” 
Finley. McDermid play being 
tried out here next week. 
Brown was agreeable — with 
two stipulations. 

So, the contract includes not 
only the usual salary and other 
stipulations, but also a guaran- 
tee that the silo will provide 
a crib and a babysitter during 
Brown’s appearance in the 
play. 


Bennett Kicks Up 
Again on Silo B.0. 


Constance Bennett is making a 
career of giving a hotfoot to straw- 
hat managements this summer. 


. 








Film-legit star is doing the un-| ited partnership agreement, dated | 


precedented by insisting on strict 
compliance with the terms of her 
contracts for guest appearances in 
“Sabrina Fair.” 


After a spat with Charlotte and 
Lewis Harmon, operators of the 
Clinton (Conn.) Playhouse, where 
she played last week in the Samuel 
Taylor comedy, the actress re- 
quested Actors Equity to impound 


spot’s books by a CPA and verifi- 
cation by her accountant. She had 
previously taken similar action 
against Jill Miller’s Tripnle Cities 
Playhouse, Binghamton, N.Y. 


Miss Bennett’s contracts as star 
of the “Sabrina” package call for 
a guarantee, plus a percentage of 
the gross over a stated breakeven 
figure “to be verified.’ As oc- 
curred during the Binghamton 
stand, the actress requested the 
Clinton management to substanti- 
ate the breakeven figure, in this 
instance reportedly $7,500. The 
star also served notice that she 
intended complaining to Equity to 
force compliance. She followed 
through with the beef to the union 
Monday (9) 

Although there has been mut- 
tered gomplaint by stars for years 
against the setup of guarantee- 
plus-percentage deals in strawhats, 
with the arbitrary breakeven figure 


angle, Miss Bennett is believed to|- 


be the first individual to challenge 
the arrangement by demanding 
proof. Many star contracts contain 
the verification ‘clause, but most 
players and/or their agents ~-have 
been either unaware of their rights 


(Continued on page 60) 


ENSEMBLE NIXES BARN 





Operating Statement 


‘BY THE BEAUTIFUL SEA’ 
(As df July 31, °54) 


Profit, last five weeks, $4,658. 

Total operating profit to date, 
$91,017. 

Unrecouped cost, $243,405. 

Capital available, $56.595, 


Traube-Hershey 


Squabble Over 
‘Ginger’ Payoff 


Management of “Time Out for 
Ginger” is squabbling over alleged 
financial irregularities in connec- 
| tion with the Ronald Alexander 
comedy. 

Shepard Traube has been charged 
with violating his contract as di- 
rector, in an arbitration proceed- 
ling filed with the American Arbi- 
jtration Assn. Claim against the 
_producer-director was made by Don 
, Hershey, partnered with Traube 
,and Gordon Pollock in the pro- 
; duction of the Melvyn Douglas 
| Starrer, currently on tour. 


| According to Hershey, the lim- 








| Oct. 10, 1952, called for Traube to 
| receive 2% of the gross as director 
-until the investment was repaid. 
bese was then to be hiked to 

70- 

Charges stipulate that during the 
| weeks ending May 23, 1953, to 
| April 10, 1954, Traube paid him- 
| self $4,062 in excess of the 2%, 
| since an entire return of the initial 


| to the partnership. A copy of the 
, claim against Traube was. sent to 
| all the backers. 


| Traube sent a letter to the back- 
| ers, cautioning them not to be mis- 
| led by “such distorted and inac- 
_curate communications either as to 
, the facts of the situation or as to 
| the obligation of the partnership.” 
| He asserted “I do not propose at 
| this time to comment upon the pro- 
priety of such adventurous solici- 
| tation” and added, “I have made 
| every effort to constitute our ven- 
| ture a success, even to the extent 
|of voluntarily deferring and from 
'time to time waiving my directorial 
(Continued on page 58) 


‘Pacific’ Poser in Wash.; 
Musical’s 206 Summer 
Loss Actually a Gain 


“South Pacific,” which has been 
'absorbing operating losses during 
|} its summer run in Washington, has 
| actually saved money on the en- 
| gagement. Explanation is that, with 
' waived author royalties and other 
| to-the-bone economies, the actual 
ae has been considerably less 
than it would cost to shutter for 
| the summer and reopen for the fall 
| tour. 

The Rodgers-Hammerstein musi- 








Gross, last five weeks, $133,478. ' 





The Hard Way 
Montreal, Aug 10. 


An artificial island, 150 by 
80 feet, is being built in the 
artificial lake in Lafontaine 
Park here, to accommodate a 
30 by 72-foot stage -with ad- 
joining pavilion, for plays and 
concerts beginning next sum- 
mer. There’s already one arti- 
ficial island there, with illumi- 

‘nated fountains. 


Audience will occupy 2,000 
seats on the bank, with an 18- 
foot intervening moat provid- 
ing a sounding board. There'll 
be standing room on the grass 
higher up. 

The whole thing, budgeted 
at $250,000, will come under 
the Montreal Parks Dept. Head 
of the department is Claude 
Robillard, former revue sketch 
writer for Gratien Gelinas, 
French-Canadian star known 
as Fridolin. He’ also oversees 
“La Roulotte,” travelling thea- 
tre directed by Paul Buisson- 
neau, ex-Les Compagnons de 
la Chanson. 


Terrell Nicked On 


Syracuse Pay 


St. John Terrell will have to 











Music tent 
operator contracted the Blackburn 
/Twins and Evelyn Ward, nitery 


| act, for a three-week engagement 


| Lambertville (N.J.) Music Circus | 
,and Neptune Music Circus, Asbury | 
|Park, N. J. Rodgers & Hart tuner | 


was to have played the former 
|location for a fortnight beginning 
iyesterday (Tues.), to be followed 
| by a week at the latter spot. 


| Terrell decided to cut the “Syra- 
| cuse” run to only one week at Lam- 
| bertville, with “Kiss Me, Kate” as 
| follower. Blackburn brothers, 
|who’ve been appearing in “Syra- 
|cuse” this summer, felt that roles 
offered them in “Kate” weren't 
suitable and are sticking to the 
terms of their contract, which also 
takes in Miss Ward. 

“Wish You Were Here,” which 
opens at Asbury Park Monday 
(16), was originally skedded for 





one week but has been extended 


ito a fortnight because of the 


“Syracuse” cancellation. A _ full- 


shell out coin for unplayed per- | 


the silo’s bond at the end of the| investment has not yet been made. f0rmances for aoe weeks begin- | 
season, pending an audit of the| Hershey wants the coin returned | ™"8 Tuesday (17). 


in “Boys From Syracuse” at his | 


Peace (and B.0.) on the Delaware 
As Bucks Co. Tells Lambertville 


By BUD HENRY 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 10. 
Peace (it’s wonderful) has de- 
scended on the banks of the Dela- 
ware—and b.o. biz is booming. 


By a shrewd adaptation of the 
Alphonse and Gaston routine (plus 
a rescaled house and the salubri- 
ous admission tax cut), producer 
Mike Ellis has been tilling record 
grosses nearly every week in his 
tyro year at the Bucks County 
Playhouse. 

Following historical if not thea- 
trical precedent, Elis has crossed 
the Delaware to smoke the peace 
pipe with St. John (“Sinjin”) Ter- 
rell in his teepee atop Lamberivil- 
le’s Music Mountain. Such bliss was 
not always so, as oldtimers here- 
about will attest. The result of this 
non-aggression pact with the Music 
Circus is packed houses most every 
showing in both the tent and barn. 


The gimmick works like this: Be- 
fore each performance,’ Ellis 
mounts the stage to tell his 432 
customers, among other things, 
| that a great show is playing at the 
| Music Circus and they shouldn't 
| miss it. “Sinjin” does ditto to his 
| 1,400-odd patrons. 
| Such Macy-telling-Gimbel drum- 
| beating has been reflected in the 
| barn cage to the tune of five $7,000- 
| plus grosses thus far this season. 
|Top for the season at Buck’s was 
|$7,323 for the second week 





“Aboard the Bandwagon.” Al- 
though Terrell has, as always, been 
coy about his grosses, few cold 
seats are visible these warm 
nights. 


The top Bucks figure compares 
well with the $6.941 record gross 
pulled by “A Night with Beatrice 
Lillie’ in 1952 under tke late 
| Theron Bamberger’s management. 
Hewever, considering Bamberger’s 
| scale ($3.50 top), it’s assumed that 
he may have been overly modest in 

(Continued on page 60) 





Stevens and Lockwood | 
Seen Joining Ensemble 
| Following Kerz Exit 


| Roger L. Stevens and Lester 
| Lockwood may join Joseph Kramm 
in the operation of The Ensembie, 
at least unofficially. Duo are under- 
| stood to have shown interest in 
the projected New York repertory 
venture following the recent bow- 
out of Leo Kerz and Harry Horner. 
| Stevens and Lockwood are also 
‘connected with the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy, which 
;}is sponsoring the project via its 
Greater New York Chapter. 


‘sized swimming pool will be used | Stevens is on the ANTA national 
in the production. 





SWEETING TO HANDLE 


“‘MISBEGOTTEN’ TRYOUT | cal is currently in its 13th and final 


The Ensemble is stymying other 
productions of “A Moon -for the 


| Misbegotten” until its own presen- 


tation of Eugene O'Neill drama on 
Broadway this fall. As a result a 
scheduled production of the play 
this week at the Provincetown 
(Mass.) Playhouse was cancelled. 

Barn acquired the script through 
a mixup at the Samuel French play 
agency. Exclusive production 
rights to the work were given to 
the ensemble by the Richard J. 
Madden Play Co. 

Show was withdrawn from the 
Provinctown sked at the request 
of Henry Hewes, exec director of 
the New York chapter of the 
American National 
Academy, which is sponsoring the 


detract interest in the repertory 
group’s scheduled production. 

Play originally was produced by 
the Theatre Guild in 1947, but 
folded on the road after a brief 
tryout tour. Ensemble presenta- 
tion is to open at the Bijou The- 
atre, N. Y. 


Instead of “Misbegotten,” Prov- | 


incetown is preemihg a new play, 
Reginald Lawrence’s “A Dream of 
Fair Women.” Virginia Thoms 
directed the production, which 





| bowed Monday (9) and runs | 


through Aug. 21. 


Theafre & 


week at the National, indie-booked 
house in the Capital. After making 
a modest profit on the first three 
weeks, it slipped steadily and has 
j had a deficit every week since 


then. Thus far, the loss on the run | 


is figured to be about $20,000. 


| 


EQUITY CANADA BIZ 


Dennis Sweeting, business ad- 


ministrator in Toronto for the) 


Assn. of Canadian Television and 
Radio Artists, will function as ad- 
ministrator for Actors Equity in 
the Dominion. Sweeting’s new 
position is in line with the recent 
agreement reached by Equity and 
ACTRA to establish a joint office 
in Canada for legit jurisdiction. 
Sweeting arrived in New York 


Since R & H are the copro-' early this week and will remain 


' ducers as well as the authors, they here for two weeks to work out) 


|have presumably been able to cut| details with Equity. Neil LeRoy, 
_the show’s operating nut drastical-| president of the Canadian Council 
_ly, particularly since there are no|of Authors and Artists, national 
;mames or even moderate-salary | body governing all Dominion per- 
| players in the cast. Figuring that! formers except musicians, came 


,it would cost around $30,000 to shut 


into town with Sweeting and re- 


|down the production and reopen’ turns to Canada today (Wed.). 


| and re-rehearse it, the $20,000 defi- 
| cit on the Washington stand repre- 
| sents a clear saving. 


based on the assumption that 


| Pacific” on tour. The musicaliza- 
ition of James Michener’ss Pulitzer 
| Prize stories has never 
| Philly or various other key cities, 
| and there are numerous smaller 
| stands presumably ripe for first or 
‘repeat visits. 


| 


That reasoning is, of course, | 


playea | 





‘Cat’s Away,’ Stude Revue, 


Playing Strawhat Tour 


Ensemble. Nix was on the ground | there's still plenty of profitable|* A brief tour of New England 
that the silo presentation might playing time available for “South | 


strawhats has been lined up for a 
new revue, 
Away,” which was originally pro- 
duced last May at Bowdin College, 


| Brunswick, Me. Musical, with tunes 


jis being sent out 


| Final loss of $20,000 or even) 


$25,000 on the Washington run 
‘could thus be recouped on the 
|Philly engagement alone, 


profits from the rest of the up-) house, 
coming season’s tour just that) (Tues.). 
much gravy for the marathon divi-| directed by Beeson, with Jo-Ann | 


}dend dispenser. 


by Frederick Wilkins and lyrics 
and sketches by William Beeson, 


auspices of The Mad Hatters, Bow- 
doin undergrad group. 
Show will begin a two-week en- 


with | gagement at the Dog Team Play- 


Middlebury, Vt., tonight 
Entire production was 


i Prince supplying choreography. 


“While the Cat’s | 


under the! 


|executive committee, while latter 
{is a board member of the local 
| chapter. 


| Besides his reported interest in 


he Ensemble, Stevens already has 
a busy production season lined up 
for the fall via his membership in 
the Playwrights Co. and Producers 
Theatre and individual! co-pariner- 
|ships deals. Lockwood. who’s the 
founder of the Friendship Clubs 
in N. Y., Brooklyn and the Bronx, 
recéntly acquired the production 
rights to Edwin Justus Mayer's 
“Sunrise in My Pocket,” which was 
produeed by Margo Jones in Hou- 
‘ston in 1941. Film rights to the 
| play were acquired several years 
ago by Paramount, but pic hasn’t 
been made as yet. 

Withdrawal of Kerz and Horner, 
incidentally, is believed to have re- 
sulted from policy differences with 
Kramm, sparked by an interview 
given by Kramm to Ward More- 
house, drama columnist of the N.Y. 
| World-Telegram. Ensemble plans 
| still eall for an opening this fall at 
the Bijou Theatre, leased recently 
by ANTA’s N. Y. chapter and sub- 
| leased to the repertory outfit. 

Financing for the venture hasn't 
been completed yet. 





‘Faster’ Budget $40,000; 
Break Even at $15.090 


Jay I. Julien production of Wil- 
liam Marchant’s “Faster, Faster” 
will be capitalized at $65,000. Ac- 
tual cost of the production is ex- 
pected to be around $40,000. It’s 
|estimated that play, with one set 
land eight characters, can break 
even at $15,000 gross. 

Cast will be headed by Shelley 
‘Winters and Ben Gazzara. 
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Strawhat 


The Automobile Man 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 2. 

Michael Ellis production of play in 
three acts (six scenes), by Calder Willing- 
ham. Stars Elliott Nugent; features Mil- 
dred Dunnock, Jerome Cowan, Phyllis 
Love, William Windom. Directed by John 
Gerstad; setting, W. Broderick Hackett; 
lightint, Leland H. Watson. At Bucks 
County Playhouse, New Hope, Fa., Aug 
2-7, °S4. 
Julia Andrews ......... Mildred Dunnock 
Peggie Andrews .....+...- Phyllis Love 
Sidney Andrews ........ Michael Allen 


Myrtle =. .s ew eeeees Euvlabelle Moore 
Sam Andrews .......0++++ Elliott Nugent 
Dr. Goienpaul ......+-- Jerome Cowan 
Tom Winship ........+. William Windom 


Miss Jamieson .......-.-- Nancy Nugent 
Bist Jarvis: «365 5400 Gertrude Kinnell 





“The Automobile Man,” Bucks 
Couniy’s third new offering of the 





current season, is definitely slated 
for Broadway this fall. Or so the) 
Playhouse management says. Short | 
of a major overhaul, however, this 
unhappy vehicle will never make | 
the rough journey from the Dela- 
ware to the Hudson under its cwn 
power. 

Advance readers of Calder Wii- 
lingham’s farce have compared it | 
to Mary Chase’s “Harvey.” The 
comparison is unfounded. “Auto- | 
mobile Man,” played with littie as- | 
surance by Elliott Nugent, is a fair- | 
ly common facsimile of the average | 
unappreciated American father. | 
When the petty abuses of his| 
household reach the grating point, 
the hero suffers a schizophrenic 
split and, being an automobile 
dealer, decides he is an automobile 
—a Packard to be precise. 

Unforiunately, Nugent does not 
make a convincing automobile. His 
steering is unsure and it is difficult 
at times to tell whether he is in 
forward or reverse. On the advice 
of her brother, a hard-drinking 
psychiatrist, the dealer’s wife 
agrees to a six-week hospital cure 
for her harassed mate. The hero 
comes back cured (surprise, sur- 
prise), reasserts his parental au- 
thority and peace and prospects of 
a better life descend on the scene. 
All of which is not very funny. 

Brightest spot in this spotty show 
is suppliéd by William Windom as 
the fiancee of the auto man’s 
daughter who, quite parenthetical® 
ly, is pregnant out of season. It is 
the only performance, excepting 
Jerome Cowan’s usual workman- 
like job as the brother-in-law med- 
ico, which rates special note. 

The nitwit wife is played un- 
happily by Mildred Bunnock, the 
errant daughter is enacted by 
Phyllis Love and a know-it-all son 
is portrayed by Michael Allen. 

The troubles of “Automobile 
Man” are many, chiefly being that 
it’s not a funny play. Robert White- 
head, of the Producers Theatre, 
hopes to take the piece to New 
York in November for something 
under $75,000. Heny. 


The Vegetable 


Hannah Gallagher........ Judy Rutenberg 
Josie Gallagher..........- rnice Bolexk 
Marie Gallagher.......... Barbara Bender 
George Smythe.......+.-..- Jim McDonald | 
Alice Miles ......csesseseess Joan Jaffry | 
David Logan ........+..: . Gitbert Black | 
| Maude Chadwick........ Vivian Dorrance | 
Uncle Dennis. ......cc0s.. Daniel Durning 
Matie. Deltei.¢<.ccescr's Elinor Freston 
Basry DeteR. ..<ccccass Charles wert erd 
Mike Murphy............. Max Gilliland 


Reviews 


humor in the role of the gum-chew- 
ing sister-in-law. Peter Turgeon, 
who staged, also handles the role 
of a stuffy mortician capably and 
Harry Bergman is good as_ the 
brash bootlegger. Donald MacDon- 
ald goes overboard as the senile 
Dada and Marilyn Gennaro makes 
several brief appearances as a tor- 
so-twisting floozey. 

Theodore Sastrom’s settings, of 
the dreary living room and the 
White House exterior, are excel- 
lent. Elie. 





Open House 
Brandon, Vt. July 30. 


Ross Vaughan production of comedy- 
drama in three acts, by Jo Barrett and 
Daniel Durning. Directed by Durning. 
At Town Hall, Brandon, Vt., July 27-31, 
54; $2 top. 


There may still be a legit market 
for folksy family comedy, but | 
“Open House,” by Jo Barrett and | 
Daniel Durning, is not the script | 
to prove it. Given a showing here | 
by the Ethan Allen Players, under | 
author Durning’s direction, it, 
meanders through seven years in| 





eight scenes, duly chronicling | 
births, deaths and marriages. | 
Neither people nor events are! 


| 


rigged to make anybody care much. | 
The playwrights choose the 1928- | 


come-uppance makes him a re- 
morseful child. 

Jim Asp, as the first spouse, is 
expert as a world-weary writer, 
anxious to re-wed his former bride, 
knocking off the laughs with un- 
erring accuracy. Ronald Bazarini, 
however, battles miscasting as a 
young suitor. Doris Payne plays a 
young actress only too willing to 
take Harriet’s men on the rebound, 
delivering the sharpest of bonus 
lines with wide-eyed wonder. Tom 
Lennon is handsome and bustling 
as the family business advisor, and 
Marya Ryberg plays the daughter 
with directness and grace. 

Scene is a Manhattan duplex, the 
Merry-Go-Rounder’s arena set be- 
ing suitably chic. Howard R. Orms 
has directed at a clipped pace. find- 
ing a laugh a minute except when 
the plot thickens. Geor 


Bedtime Story 
Fitchburg, Mass., July 20. 


Guy Palmerton production of comedy 
in three acts, by Margaret Hill and Ted 
Ritter. Directed by Frank Lyon; setting, 
Ross Anderson. At Lake Whalom Play- 
»ause, Fitchburg, Mass., July 19, ’54. 


bt | RES, Pa ee ae ae Edna Preston 
Mrs. MarchLaurent . Ruth Amos 
rere .... Jim Field 
Lucille Grant .......... Fayne Blackburn 
Peemey: Grade -iciivess oss: Frank Lyon 


een. Wrett .......-.60..%. Margot Brown 
James Calvert Blaine, III.. Edward Rowley 
ee ee eee Robert Negri 


In “Bedtime Story,” Ted Ritter 
and Margaret Hill (Mrs. Ritter) 
have apparently tried to create a 
one-set, small cast, smart. modern 
comedy suitable for Broadway. For 
appraisal purposes, it gets a whirl 
from Guy Palmerton at his Lake 
Whalom Playhouse, affording the 
authors a chance to clock the 
laughs. The Ritters run into trou- 





35 as significant in the lives of the| ble early in attempting to keep 
Gallagher family. In March ’28,| alive a somewhat flimsy situation, 
Mrs. Gallagher buys a three-story | although most of the company and 
Brooklyn brownstone, setting it up| director Frank Lyon give valiant 
as a home where open house is al- | assists. . 
ways in order. This is an accept-; Gentlewomeén’s Journal, ladies 
able jumping-off place, but the/| slick mag, needs an artist for its 
writers get sadly unimaginative | ace serial novelist. Latter is about 
thereafter, relying’ for yocks onto retire and marry into southern 


the now-ancient styles of the late society until, two days before wed- 


flapper era. 


Judy Rutenberg plays the mother 
who talks a lot but says little. She 
gives a true-to-life portrait, her 
vocal intonation and gestures be- 
ing authentically drab and moving. 
Barbara Bender is the distraught 
daughter, who marries and familys 
early, Jim McDonald playing her 
ne’er-do-well spouse. Collaborator 
Durning manages an amusing uncle 
who takes a dim view of every- 
body and everything. 


Most color is provided by Bernice 
Bolek as the artist daughter whose 
marriage brings the saga to a close. 
Her enthusiasms and aspirations 
are done with a vigor that enlivens 
the play. Joan Jaffry is rough and 
tumble as a boarder who becomes 
as a screen siren, and Vivian Dor- 
rance gives occasional comic relief 
as a middleaged family friend 
given to bare knees no waist- 
line. The others we*x hard. 





Marblehead, Mass., Aug. 4. 
William Kedfield production of comedy 
in three acts, by F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
Stars Wally Cox; features Alice Pearce. 
Directed by Peter Turgeon; setting, Theo- 


dore M. Sostrom. At Marblehead (Mass.) | 


Summer Theatre, Aug. 2, 54; $3 top. 

Jerry Frost 5 eta’ ; Wally Cox 
Chariotte Frost ...... Alice Pearce 
Hazel McDermott...... Marilyn Gennaro 


RS ods ee ice vs ea ald Macdonald 
MEE <0 cm ctaetdbatduons Peggy Cass 
Eee; DOOOE ood ccancure Harry Bergman 
a; sn. -crcawene baa Peter Turgeon | 
ee BO fon cn da vene William LeMassena 


i, Ss esdeneces Conrad Bane 
Stutz-Motzart --+ .+e-- Wayne Carson 
Chief Justice Fossile.. Allan Tower 
Detective Charles Reynolds 
Sightseers and Senators George Spelvin, 

Sandy Sax, Peter Sargent 





There is little doubt that without 
the marquee lure of Wally Cox, 
“The Vegetable,” the lone foray 
into the legit field by the late F. 
Scott Fitzgerald, would stand scant 
chance of survival, even in the 
strawhat circuit. 

Deriving its title from a 1923 
magazine article which claimed 
that any man who lacked ambition 
to become a millionaire or Presi- 
ident of the U.S. was only a “vege- 
table,” the novelist apparently in- 
tended the script to be a satirical 
comedy, At ‘present, however, it’s 
Strictly another mild yockful “Mr. 
Peepers” episode. 


The authors are _ presumably 
| writing nostalgically of manners 
|and mores dear to them. Had they 
| made their tale sufficiently vivid, 
some of their misty-eyed affection 
might have been transmitted across 
| the footlights. As it is, their mono- 
| chrome is drab and without design. 
| Durning’s direction is not enough 
| to redeem things. Geor. 


Without Consent 
Sturbridge, Mass., July 20. 


Merry-Go-Round Theatre production of 
comedy in three acts, by Jack Perry. Di- 
rected by Howard R. Orms. At Merry-Go- 
Round Playhouse, Sturbridge, Mass., July 
19, °54; $2 top. 


eee Be 20 o san cece es Marya Ryberg 


George Dawson ......-.. Norman Granger 
Dave Corwin ow Wt s'0% d0% Cy 0 eee 
Harriet Dawson ...... Elaine Bullis-Orms 





Marvin Gifford ......... Ronald Bazarini 
2 8 Orr rea . Jim Asp 
eS Se ee Doris Payne 





Jack Perry, author of “Without 
| Consent,” is a fast man with a quip. 
| At the Merry-Go-Round Theatre, 
| Sturbridge, his frothy comedy is 
| replete with sharp dialog. If Perry | 
| were as handy with story line, F.| 
| Hugh Herbert might begin to feel | 
| crowded. 


The fascination a retired actress | 
with two grown children might find | 


lock, she meets and recognizes the 
| new artist as a one-night stand 
| lover who so kissed her in Korea 

that she swoons on sight. Pub- 

lisher and editor conspire to clinch 
| their breadtickets by foiling the 
| Southern gentleman. . 

| The authors are able to make it 
;seem only moderately plausible. 
| They set the tale in the publisher’s 
mansion, bring in the necessary 
weekend guests and keep handy a 
well-stocked bar. Unfortunately, 
they aren’t slick with filler mate- 
rial, so that the play lacks sufficient 
movement. 

Ruth Amos is coy as the pub- 
lisher. She wangles most of the 
piot with a wink and a wiggle as 
she thwarts the pride of the Con- 
federacy. Fayne Blackburn’s editor 
is raucous and virile, driving a 
hard bargain with employees and 
husband alike. Frank Lyon is amia- 
able as her compliant spouse. 

While Jim Field, as the artist, 
| and Margot Brown, as the novelist, 
are both personable and competent, 
| they do not seem to believe whole- 

heartedly in their antics. Edward 
Rowley, however, as James Cal- 
vert Blaine, III, is strictly with it. 
His second act description of how 
to play charades is good for five 
solid minutes of levity, and his 
long distance phone calls. to 
“mama” are little gems. Edna Pres- 
ton and Robert Negri, as servants, 
round out a disciplined cast. 

_Ross Anderson has provided a 
| fine country living-room set. Frank 
| Lyon directed, embellishing “Story” 
| with much business, drawing heav- 

ily on his extensive bag a gee 

eor. 


Siranger From the Hills 
| Medford, Mass., Aug. 4. 


| Tufts Arena Theatre production of 
| drama in three acts (five scenes), by 
| Norman Vein. Directed by John R. Wood- 

ruff; design and lighting, Boardman 
| O’Connor; castufmes, Betty Hunt. At 
| Tufts College Arena Theatre, Aug. 3, ’54; 
| $1.20 top. 

Cast: Helen Fontana, Charles Torrey, 
Joan Keeple, Marvin Zalk, John Cox, 
David Goldstein, Nerman Swerling, Seth 
Weston, itney Haley, Eileen Eichel, 








| Nancy Webber, Martha Elliott, Donald 


Curran, John A. Coe, William Elliott, 
Albert Frost, Diana Mansfield. 
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John Chapman; N.Y. Daily News drama critic who has been griping 
in and out of print for several years about the early curtain for Broad- 
way opening nights; was back on the subject again in a column in 
yesterday’s (Tues.) edition. Calling it the “fast-hamburger-and-a-cup- 
cawfee” curtain, “instigated by two or three morning-paper. critics 
who claimed they had early deadlines,” he concluded his point of 
order, “I can cover a show whenever it happens and the boys down- 
stairs can get it into the paper whenever it arrives.” Brooks Atkinson, 
of the Times, and Walter F. Kerr, of the Herald Tribune, are among 
the critics who favor the 8 o’clock curtain for premieres. Both are 
frequently hurried a bit to make their deadlines. Kerr’s is normally 
about 11:50 p.m. even with the early curtain. Several of the evening 
paper critics have also said they favor the advanced ring-up hour. 





Maxwell Anderson has ‘notified the Playwrights Co. that he will 
bring a completed script of “The Bad Seed,” his dramatization of the 
William March novel, with him from the Coast at the end of August. 
He started work on the adaptation about the last week in July, so he 
will: have taken only five weeks to finish it. Playwrights Co. will 
probably be associated with another management on the production. 
Various firms have suggested such a deal, but no arrangements have 
been set. It’s definite, however, that Coast television director-producer 
Ralph Levy will merely stage the play, but won’t be associated as 
a producer. There’s also a possibility that Levy may direct Anderson's 
“Masque of Queens,” which may likewise be produced by the Play- 
wrights this season. Whole setup for the latter play is indefinite, 
however. 4 





David Wayne has given “The Teahouse of fhe August Moon” man- 
agement notice, as specified in his contract, that he'll take a 10-week 
vacation from the John Patrick-Vern Sneider comedy at the Martin 
Beck, N.Y., Sept. 13-Nov. 20.- His absence during that period is not 
yet definite, however, since John Forsythe, his co-star in the show, 
has not given his written okay. Both actors may be away at the same 
time and their contracts call for them to reach a mutual agreement 
on vacation periods. Forsythe’s contract permits him to lay off for 
eight weeks. Pair may not split up the allotted vacation time, which 
is for the purpose of allowing them to fill outside commitments. Pro- 
ducers Maurice Evans and George Schaefer haven’t yet decided on a 
replacement for Wayne. Latter reportedly has a television series in 
the works. 





“Jezebel’s Husband,” Robert Nathan drama tried out on the strawhat 
circuit in 1952 by the Playwrights Co. with Claude Rains as star, has 
been a hit in several productions recently in Germany. Under the 
title, “Der Mann der Dame Jesabel,” the Maria von Schweinitz adapta- 
tion was first presented in Munich last June and subsequently in 
Stuttgart, Bochum and Nuremberg, with additional showings due soon 
in Heidelberg, Cassel and Fortzheim. All the Germany productions 
are individual, being done by the respective municipal ‘“‘staatstheatres.” 
Play has received almost unanimously favorable reviews in the local 
German papers. . 





Jayjohn Co., Inc., has been chartered in Albany to conduct a theatri- 
cal business in New York, with capital stock of 200 shares, no par 
value. Klein & Lund were filing attorneys. Adolph Lund, same address, 
is one of the directors. New company is understood to be a Shubert 
operation. 

Stage Right Players, Inc., has been chartered in Albany to conduct 
a theatrical production business in New York, with capital stock of 
200 shares, no par value. Directors are Joseph Auerbach, Robert 
Schwartz and Robert Kurtz, all of New York. 





Management of the Sea Cliff (L.I.) Summer Theatre obviously can 
go along with a gag. Recent Varrety story noted that the barn had 
borrowed a bathrobe, duffie bag and some phdtographs from theatrical 
attorney L. Arnold Weissberger, a nearby resident, but hadn't given 
him program credit. Omission was rectified, however, by producers 
Thomas Ratcliffe and Louis MacMillan for the recent engagement of 
“Boys from Syracuse.” Program note credited Weissberger for the 
props, with.a parenthetical “prompted by VAarIETy.” 





Star Playhouse, Minneapolis, garnered news space last week with 
a ballyhoo stunt for its production of “Moon Is Blue.” It invited 
three visiting European students at Minnesota U. to attend the F. 
Hugh Herbert comedy and express their reactions. Swiss stude thought 
the show’s happy ending would flop in Basel, where they prefer wistful 
comedy. Girl from the Netherlands felt “Moon” is too’ superficial, 
although praising the performance. German youth recommended the 
play for those “who want to think nothing for an evening.” 





Evidently on the assumption that “Tea and Sympathy” playgoers 
might be confused by Leif Erickson’s role in the Robert Anderson 
Drama, N. Y. Journal-American legit critic John McClain devoted a 
column last week to the actor's marriage and war record in the 
Navy to demonstrate his masculinity. He reported a friend’s question 


on the subject and wrote that he was “pretty well qualified to answer” 
that “this man was all man.” 





_ Only show biz figure included in “100 Stories of Business Success” 
is Paul Gregory, producer of “Don Juan in Hell.” Book was compiled 
by the Editors of Fortune Magazine and published by Simon & Schuster. 
The Gregory story is titled “Don Juan in the Dough,” 


Current Road Shows | MET’S CUTMAN WRITES 
(August 921) 1ST ORIGINAL LIBRETTO 


Mutiny Court Martial 
Douglas, Wendell Corey, John Gutman, assistant manager 





Caine 
(Paul 


Set in the “roaring 20's” the in younger men isn’t precisely a 
story concerns a drab, unhappy rail- | new idea, but it is a useful gim- 
road clerk whose wife so continual-| mick on which to hang double en- 
ly nags him about his lack of am-|tendres. With the actress widowed 
bition that he gets loaded on boot-| from her elderly second husband, 
leg gin and dreams that he’s the | the father of offspring, the appear- 
President. As the Chief Executive, | ance of her first husband from the 
he’s the most inept and inefficient skeleton closet suffices to keep 
to ever hold that office, his main | Trisibilities on the cheery side. Had 
ambition to become a postman. | the author left it at that, he might 

Upon emerging from his alco-;| have brought in a winner, but the 
holic daze, he disappears from his interjection of the son’s parlaying 
home and shrewish wife, eventu-| mama's $1,000 check into a $200,- 
ally returning to start life anew as | 900 liability dissipates the spright- 
the “best postman” in the service. liness. 
Within this framework Cox man-| Company 





functioning in the 


Play agent Claire Leonard, who 
|unearthed “Silver Whistle’ and 
| “Anna Lucasta,” has utilized the 
| Tufts Arena for unveiling another 
embryo. While this one lacks the 
popular essentials embodied in the 
| two mentioned, it does contain a 
| number of interesting elements 
| that indicate the author’s potential 
talent. 

“Stranger from the Hills” is 
localed in a fishing village in Chile 
and emphasizes two phases of con- 
flict. One is between a semi-witch 
|doctor hag and a newly-arrived 
| priest, the other within the priest 


ages to snare a fair share of laughs | Town Hall, 


with his w.k: Peepers delivery, but 
the story is not strong enough to 
stand up in fast company. 

The supporting cast is competent. 
Alice Pearce ably handles the role 
of the nagging wife and Peggy 
Cass, togged in outlandish flapper 
outfits of the era, injects life and 


arena style, serves| himself as to his worthiness to 
|Perry welb. Elaine Bullis-Orms as| wear the frock. 

'the ex-actress, ex-wife Harriet A young shepherd of the village 
| Dawson, handles the men in her | has brought an Indian girl from 
life with assurance and poise, tak- | the hills into the community as his 
ing it like a thoroughbred when | w'fe and the natives regard her 
Junior breaks the bank. In the | 4s an evil influence. A program 
latter role, Norman Granger is | of persecution ends in her suicide, 





tral City, Col. (9-21). ‘ 

King and I (Yul Brynner, Patricia 
Morison)—Aud., Portland (10-14): 
Orpheum, Seattle (16-22). 

Peter Pan (Mary Martin) (tryout) 
—Curran, S. F. (9-14); Philhar- 
monic Aud. L. A. (16-21). (Re- 
viewed in Variety, July 21, '54). 

Picnic (Ralph Meeker)—Metro- 
politan, Seattle (9-14); Lyceum, 
Minneapolis (17-21). 

Porgy & Bess — Philharmonic 
Aud., L. A. (9-14); Shubert, Boston 
(20-21), 

Seven Year Itch (Eddie Bracken) 
—Geary, S. F. (9-21). 

South Pacific (Jeanne Bal, Webb 
Tilton) -—- National, Wash. (9-14); 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto (16-22). 

Time Out for Ginger (Melvyn 
Douglas)—Harris, Chi (9-21). 

Wonderful Town (Carol Chan- 





priggish and petulant until his} (Continued on page 58) 


\ning)—Shubert, Chi (9-21). 





Steve Brodie) Opera House, Cen-/| of the Metropolitan Opera, is due 


in N. Y. Friday (13) after a six- 


week European trip, during which 
he finished his first original libret- 
an English version of a one-act 
opera by Cherubini, called “The 
Portuguese Inn.’”’’This will be done 
in Italian in San Francisco this 
to, “The Happy Prince,” after Os- 
car Wilde. He’s now working on 
fall, but Gutman hopes for an Eng- 
lish production soon. 


While in Switzerland, he con- 
ferred with Eugene Ormandy, con- 
ductor of the Philadelphia Orches- 
tra, on Gutman’s new English con- 
cert-stage version of Strauss’ “Der 
Rosenkavalier,” which Ormandy 
will do with his orch and soloists 
in Philly and N. Y. this fall. Ro- 
chester Symph, under Erich Leins- 
dorf, also has the work skedded for 
next winter. 
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Old Mellers Never Die—Tom’ Sets 
Pa. Strawhat Mark; Other Barn News 


Fayetteville, Pa., Aug. 10. 

Abolition is apparently still a 
hot issue in this history-minded 
town midway between Gettysburg 
and Chambersburg. At least, on 
the basis of last week’s sock en- 
gagement of the century-old “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin” at the Totem Pole 
Playhouse here. Gross of $2,800 
was the highest in the barn’s four- 
year history. 

Using the theatre’s 30-foot re- 
volving stage, Eliza “revoived” 
across the Ohio River nightly on 
a cake of ice to a show-stopping 
ovation. Emily Barnes played 
Topsy and Lou Frizzell portrayed 
Uncle Tom in the Harriet Beecher 
Stowe meller. William Putch pro- 
duced the show. 

“Barbara Fritchie,” the Clyde 
Fitch oldie localed in Chambers- 
purg, is slated as the silo’s an- 
nual Americana production next 
season. 


Bennett $6,900, Clinton 
Clinton, Conn., Aug. 10. 

Constance Bennett in “Sabrina 
Fair” grossed a slick $6,900 last 
week at the Clinton Playhouse, top- 
ping the season thus far for the 
Charlotte and Lewis Harmon straw- 
hat. Business was particularly good, 
as the Samuel Taylor comedy, with 
June Lockhart in the title part, was 
also available at Milton Stiefel’s 
Ivoryton Playhouse, about 10 miles 
away. 

The previous week, John Barry- 
more Jr. reportedly pulled a losing 
$2,700 in Mel Dinelli’s melodrama, 
“The Man.” Earlier in the season, 
“Stalag 17” registered around $4,- 
500 and Barbara Bel Geddes and 
Hiram Sherman chalked up about 
$4,200 in “Little Hut.” 


‘Boy’ $12,000, Philly 
Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

Playhouse in the Park is break- 
ing its established policy of weekly 
changes of bill by holding over 
Margaret Truman in Dodie Smith’s 
“Autumn Crocus,” opening Aug. 
23 for an extra week. This necessi- 
tates moving “Tonight at 8:30” 
from Aug. 30 to the week of Sept. 
6 as the final show of the season. 
“Autumn Crocus” has already 
reached virtual sellout for the Aug. 
23 week, with only a few matinee 
seats unsold. 

“Golden Boy” drew critical 
praise last week, but grossed $12,- 
000, good but not outstanding. 


‘Wish’ $8,600, Spa 
Saratoga, N.Y., Aug. 10. 

“Wish You Were Here” title was 
taken literally by localites last 
week grossing a smash $8,600 at 
John Huntington’s 587-seat Spa 
Summer Theatre, at $3 top. Minus 
stars and despite harsh reviews in 
the Schenectady papers, the musi- 
cal attracted the biggest week's 
business since Eve Arden played 
the spot three years ago in “Here 
Today.” 

“Southwest Corner,” John Cecil 
Holm’s adaptation of Mildred 
Walker’s novel, is trying out this 
week, with Eva Le Gallienne 
starred and Parker Fennelly and 
Enid Markey featured. 


Donlevy $5,900, Olney 
Olney, Md., Aug. 10. 

Second and last week of Brian 
Donlevy in “Country Girl” at the 
Olney Theatre, climbed to $5,900, 
One of the best figures of the sea- 
s0n for the strawhatter. 

Margaret Phillips opens tomor- 
row night (Wed.) in a fortnight 
stand ,of Shaw’s “Heartbreak 
House.” Players, Inc., alumni com- 
pany of the Catholic U. school of 
speech and drama, under Father 
Gilbert V. Hartke, is extending its 


lease of the Olney barn to the 1955 
season. 


‘Joy’ $6,100, Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 10. 
Berkshire Playhouse continued 
at top speed last week with a 
$6.100 gross for Anna Russell, in 
er first U.S. legit appearance, as 
co oe the innoccuous “Traveller's 
oy.” by Arthur Macrae. 
' Producer-director William Miles 
I. trying out a new drama, “The 
ane Gate,” by John T. Chapman, 
1S week, with Sidney Blackmer 
and Carol Stone as costars. . 


‘Hut’ Clicks, Montreal 
Wi Montreal, Aug. 10. 
neith the Mountain Playhouse’s 
- d offering of the season, “Little 
fing) moving into it’s third and 
th week atop Mount Royal in 
ed centre of Montreal, all house 
pecords in past five years have 
sealed broken. The — 200-seater, 
jm ed to $2.50, has had over 80% 
ot houses since opening June 
imal offering for the season, 

















“Gigi,” opening next Monday (16), 
should also do well. 

“Hut” is another hit for Jaak 
Creley, star of the spot for the last 
three years. Lynne Gorman is fea- 
tured in the show. 


Antioch Doubling ’53 
Yellow Springs, O., Aug. 10. 

For the first five weeks of the 
Antioch. Area Theatre’s Shake- 
speare Festival, attendance totaled 
14,116, as compared with 6,754 for 
the same period of 1953. Barring 
bad weather, it’s expected that at 
least 40,000 and perhaps 50,000 
will attend for the full season. Last 
year’s total was 23,000. 


_ Practically every opening night 
since the festival opened six weeks 
ago has had a capacity crowd. 


Marie Wilson $8,500, Boston 
Boston, Aug. 10. 
Marie Wilson, starring in “The 
Little Hut,” drew a nice $8,500 at 
the 917-seat Boston Summer Thea- 
tre last week. At the Marblehead 
Summer Theatre, Wally Cox, in 
preem of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The 
Vegetable,” nabbed a slick $10,000. 
Current at the Boston Summer 
Theatre is Margaret Truman in 
“Autumn Crocus,” with Marie Wil- 
son’s “Little Hut” moving to the 
Marblehead spot. 











Ilona Massey in Tryout 
Birmingham, Aug. 10. 

Ilona Massey is starring in a 
tryout this week of “Angel in 
Paris,” adapted by Guy Bolton 
from an _ original by Melchior 
Lengyel, at the Pickwick Players 
arena theatre here. Star hopes to 
take the comedy to Broadway in 
the fall. 

Philip Huston is featured in the 
show, which Stanley Tackney 
staged. 


‘Man’ $7,300, New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 10. 
Calder Willingham’s new com- 
edy, “The Automobile Man,” 
grossed almost $7,300 last week at 
the Bucks County Playhouse here, 
with Elliott Nugent, Mildred 


(Continued on page 58) 


N. Y. C. Opera to Bow. New 
Season Sept. 29; Sets 
Biggest Tour to Date 


New York City Opera Co., open- 
ing its regular fall season at City 
Center, N. Y., Sept. 9, has mapped 
its most extensive road tour to 
date. Following a New York run 
of five weeks, the company will 
give seven performances in Bos- 
ton, at the Opera House, starting 
Nov. 2, in its first Hub visit. Nine 
shows will also be given in 
Masonic Temple, Detroit. Then 
the troupe will head off to other 
eastern and mid-western cities. 

Gotham run of five weeks will 
see 16 operas done, in 36 perform- 
ances. Due to a new economy 
setup brought on by last season’s 
top City Center deficit ($227,135), 
no new works will be presented. 
Several operas in the repertory 
will be restaged, however. 

Joseph Rosenstock, the com- 
pany’s general director, will con- 
duct, as will also Julius Rudel, 
the music administrator; Thomas 
Martin and Thomas Schippers. 
John S. White is the troupe’s as- 
sistant general director, and Lin- 
coln Kidstein overall general direc- 
tor of Center activties (opera, 
ballet, drama and musicals). 


ARDREY DRAMA SEEN AS 
2D PHOENIX OFFERING 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

New drama by Robert Ardrey, 
author of “Thunder Rock” and 
other plays, will probably be pro- 
duced this fall as the second offer- 
ing in the Phoenix Theatre season. 
Play, titled “Sing Me No Lullaby,” 
is said to be about an individual’s 
moral dilemma in relation to per- 
sonal and national loyalty. Deal 
reportedly hinges on the avail- 
ability of a suitable director. 

Besides “Thunder Rock,” which 
was a New York failure in 1939- 
40 but a subsequent hit in London 
and a successful film, Ardrey has 
authored several plays produced on 
Broadway, numerous pictures and 
two novels. 

-T. Edward Hambleton, 











copro- 


ducer of Phoenix with Norris 
Houghton, returned to New York 
recently after several confabs with 
Ardrey. 





VARIETY 


Hayward Exits Hospital, 
Plans Rést in Honolulu 


Leland Hayward exits the Good 
Samaritan Hospital, Los Angeles, 
this week. He’ll probabiy gu .. a 
Coast resort for a rest. then return 
to the hospital for tests. After that, 
he hopes te go to Honolulu for at 
least a month. 

Legit-film-tv producer had been 
seriously ill for over two weeks of 
an undiagnosed intestinal disorder. 
Last week a notice requesting 
blood donations for him was posted 
backstage at the Curran Theatre, 
San Francisco, where the Mary 
Martin starrer, “Peter Pan,” is 
playing. 

Hayward may partner with Ed- 
win Lester in the Broadway pres- 
entation of the show, which the lat- 
ter produced. 








Little Theatre Spurs Legit Surge, 


Especially on Road: Vincent Price 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 





Ronny Graham Dickers 
“Jumping Bean’ Musical 
Negotiations are in the works 
for Ronny Graham to do the book 


and lyrics for a musical based on 


the book, ‘Mexican Jumping 
Bean,” written by Mexican col- 
umnist Pepe Romero. Author- 
comedian will star in the show. 

Tuner will be produced by 
Theodore R. Kupferman, general 
counsel and veepee of Cinerama 





Chi ‘54-'55 List 
Tops Last Year 


Productions and also attorney for 
|Graham and Romero. Kupferman 
jis handling negotiations for the 
irights. Music will be by a Mexican 
‘composer to be selected. 


| Graham was one of the authors 
and a leading player in Leonard 





Chicago, Aug. 10. ieee: last “New Faces.” 


The local 1954-55 legit prospects 
are starting to round into shape, 
with prospects somewhat more 
favorable than during the meagre 
last season. Some indication of 
the volume upbeat is seen in the 
fact that the Theatre Guild already 
has five of its eight-show subscrip- 
tion package here pretty well set, 


whereas it had to make a refund Pacagy Pace nara Hing 


Stage & Arena Guild 
Adds 2 More Outlets; 


Stage & Arena Guild of Amer- 
ica has expanded to the point 
where it can now give a star a 
solid summer’s booking in mem- 
With the re- 





for lack of a final offering in cent additions of the Town and 


1953-54. 


|Country Playhouse, Indianapolis, 


The theatre is the real mass 
medium because everybody can get 
into it—and everybody does. That, 
according to Vineent Price, is why 
legit is enjoying its greatest re- 
surgence in years, with prospects 
of even better times ahead. 

“The little theatre movement is 
spreading everywhere,” the legit- 
film star explains. “Everyone in it 
is genuinely interested in theatre. 
As a result, they become a better 
potential audience for professional 
theatre, when it is made available 
to them.” 

Part of the mushrooming inter- 





Now Full Summer Tour 


est in the stage may be attributed 
|to television, the actor feels, since 
| people want to go out for entertain- 
;}ment and the stage offers some- 
ithing completely different from 
what they get at home on their 
television screens. But, he believes, 
the bulk of the renewed interest 
in “round” actors can be traced to 
the fact that civic groups every- 
where are delving into drama. 

Price recently completed appear- 
ances in “The Winslow Boy” in 
silos in California, New Hampshire 
| and Illinois. In each case, he noted 
audience interest more intense 
than in previous years. 

“But the best example of thea- 
tre interest,”’ he observes, “‘was in 
Hinsdale, Ill. The town has its own 
theatrical group which functions 
during the winter. And they’ve dis- 
covered that a summertime produc- 





First of the new entries will be | and the Grove Theatre, Nuangola, | tion of a play at the Salt Creek 


“Picnic,” due Sept. 13 at the Er- 
langer for an indefinite stay. Also 
on the Guild subscription list is 
Leonard Sillman’s “Mrs. Patter- 
son” production, starring Eartha 
Kitt, slated for Oct. 11 at the 
Harris. “Time Out for Ginger.” 
current Harris tenant, hits the .oad 
next month. 


Tentatively booked for the Shu- 
bert in December is “King and I.” 
costarring Yul Brynner and Pairi- 
cia Morison. Should “Wonderful 
Town,” now at the Shubert, build 
momentum when the fall season 
starts it may have to move, pre- 
sumably to the Great Northern, 
or “King and I’ might be booked 
to another house. 


Also upcoming but with no the- 
atre picked as yet are “Tea and 
Sympathy,” starring Deborah Kerr, 
and the revival of “Saint Joan,” 
with Jean Arthur starred. The 
Shirley Booth-starrer, “By 


| Pa., the circuit now totals six star 
strawhat outlets. 


Indicative of the Guild’s sum- 
mer booking potential is the active 
season lined up for Vicki Cum- 
mings. Actress is committed to 
five weeks’ playing time in SAGA 
theatre this summer, plus four 
weeks’ rehearsal. 


At the end of the nine weeks, 
Miss Cummings will have appeared 
in three different shows in four 
SAGA theatres, putting in one 
week’s rehearsal time at each. 
Package shows not requiring re- 


hearsal can play 10 or more 
weeks of strawhat bookings. 
Miss Cummings currently is 


playing at the Biltmore Theatre, 
Miami, in “Late Love.’ Prior to 
her Biltmore engagement, she had 
appeared July 20-25 at the Myrtle 
Beach (S. C.) Playhouse in “Af- 
fairs of State.” Future dates in- 





the | clude an appearance Aug. 24-29 in 


Beautiful Sea,” is listed as a pos- the Town and Country Playhouse in 


sible. 


In the non-Guild category, there | lowed by a 


are such prospects as Jules Pfeif- | 
fer’s re-treads of “Tobacco Road” 
and “School for Brides.” 


J. Charles Gilbert, manager of 
the Civic Opera House, has lined 
up most of the ballet and opera 
entries for the 1954-55 season. 
First big splash will be the arrival 
of Anton Dolin’s London Festival 
Ballet troupe the last week in Oc- 
tober. Following will be the debut 
of the newly formed Lyric Theatre 
opera group opening its three-week 
season Nov. 1. In for two weeks 
starting Nov. 24 will be the Old 
Vic’s production of “Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.” 


Scheduled B’way Openings 


(Theatre indicated if set) 





Almanac, Imperial (8-23) (re- 
opening). 

Fifth Season, (Cort) (9-5) (re- 
opening). 


Midsummer Night’s Dream, Met 
Opera House (9-21). 

Home Is the Hero, Booth (9-22). 

Summer Long, Coronet (9-23). 

Boy Friend, Royale (9-30). 

Dear Charles, Morosco (9-15). 

Peter Pan, W. Garden (9-30). 

Reclining Nude, Lyceum (10-7). 

Tender Trap, Longacre (10-10). 

On Your Toes, 46th St. (10-11). 

Fragile Fox, Belasco (10-12). 

Ensemble (rep.), Bijou (10-15). 

Champagne Complex (10-27). 

Flowering Peach (10-27). 

Rainmaker, Cort (10-28). 

Living Room, Miller (11-11). 

Quadrille, Coronet (11-3). 

Fanny, Majestie (11-4). 

Festival (11-10). 

Tonight Samarcand, National 
(early Nov.). 

Untitled Sidney Kingsley Play, 
Broadhurst (mid-Nov.). 

Hot Rock (11-22). 

Sandhog, Phoenix (11-23). 

Black-eyed Susan (Late Nov.). 

Mrs. Patterson (12-1). 

House of Flowers, Alvin (12-23). 

Silk Stockings, Imperial (12-29). 

Desperate Hours (1-26). 


“Time of the Cuckoo,” to be fel- 
“Late Love” repeat 
Sept. 6-11 at Nuangola. 

In.addition to the theatres men- 
tioned, the circuit also includes the 
Great Lakes Drama Festival, Sagi- 
naw, Mich., and the Gateway Mu- 
sical Playhouse, Somers Point, 
N. J. Of the six houses, the Bilt- 
more is a year-round operation. 
Irving Strousee, who heads SAGA, 
expects to have’ three additional 
star outlets next summer. 

Besides Miss Cummings, stars 
who are appearing on the SAGA 
circuit this summer include Signe 
Hasso, Ilona Massey, Sherry Brit- 
ton and Kay Francis. Miss Hasso’s 
vehicle is “Candlelight,” while 
Miss Massey is appearing in “To- 
night or Never.” 

Miss Britton in doing both “Re- 
mains to Be Seen” and “The Little 
Hut” and Miss Francis is appear- 
ing in “Black Chiffon” and “The- 
atre.” Claire Luce and Edward 
Everett Horton are also booked 
into SAGA showcases this sum- 
mer. 

None of the theatres on the cir-- 

cuit can gross over $7,000, with 
the average break-even point on a 
star booking about $4.000. _ Inci- 
dentally, the booking of a star into 
one SAGA theatre does not neces- 
sitate the booking of the performer 
by other Guild theatres, since 
each operation is autonomous. 


L. 1. Triple Bill 


Estate at Lawrence, L. I., will 
be turned into an outdoor theatre 
next Friday and Saturday (13-14) 
for the production of a trio of one- 
acters. The South’ Shore Drama 
Group, an amateur group, will pre- 
sent the program, tagged “A Sum- 
mer Evening,” on the grounds of 
the Graboi Estate. Offering will 
include Ferenc Molnar’s “The 
Idol,” Susan Glaspell’s “Trifles” 
and Shaw’s “Dark Lady.” 

Broadway actress Helen Warref 
will stage the show. 








| Theatre actually creates interest 
lin their own winter-time produc- 
| tion of the same vehicle. The two 
|operations create more interest in 
going into Chicago—only half an 
hour away—to see the best of the 
road companies offered there.” 


Price returns to Broadway next 
season in A. B. Shiffrin’s ““Black- 
Eyed Susan,” his first regular New 
York production in almost a dec- 
|ade. But he feels that Broadway 
|is becoming less important in a 
|developing “decentralization” of 
{theatre interest on the road. “If 
'this interest is properly exploited 
jin the next few years,” he contends, 
| road can once again become 
a vital factor in legit.” 


The coast, Price thinks, can play 
an important part in the proper 
exploitation of this renewed inter- 
est. Production is cheaper here 
and there's a large pool of “name” 
talent available. On that basis, he 
believes, production mounted here 
and toured eastward, concentrat- 
ing on some of the smaller cities, 
can be profitable. The success of 
the Paul Gregory productions like 
“Don .Juan in Hell” and “John 
Brown’s Body” are indicative of 
the market that can be tapped in 





cities long neglected by touring 
companies. 
Meanwhile, he adds, the tyro 


groups around the country should 
be encouraged. They not only serve 
as a possible source of talent, but 
they constantly help to unearth 
new audiences educated to foot- 
light offerings. 

“That,” says Price, “is where the 
future lies.” 


UPSTATE TENT FOLDS: 
TO REOPEN NEXT YEAR 


Closing recently of the Musi- 
carnival, Lake George, N. Y., after 





a three-week run hasn't dis- 
couraged producers James Mac- 
Kenzie and Willard Merrill. Duo 


plan to give the tent operation 
another try next year, with an ex- 
pected $50,000 refinancing from 
local residents. Excessive rain, 
which hurt biz, and difficulties re- 
sulting from hurried pre-opening 
operations, caused the early fold, 

Under-canvas venture, which 
was in its inaugural season, opened 
July 4 and closed July 25. Project 
was scheduled to run _ through 
Labor Day. Producers had original- 
ly planned opening the last week 
in July but were unable to do so. 

Shows presented during the 
three weeks were “Brigadoon” and 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” latter for 
a fortnight. Tent staff included 
Buster Davis as conductor, Tommy 
Cannon as choreographer and Ed 
Greenberg as director. Resident 
chorus of 16 was used. 

MacKenzie and Merrill also oper- 
ate the year-round Dobbs Ferry 
i (N. Y¥.. Playhouse, which they’ve 
lease<\ out this summer. 
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‘Plays Abroad 


Sabrina Fair 


London, Aug. 5. 

Emile Littler and Peter Daubeny presen- 
tation of romantic comedy in two acts by 
Samuel Tavlor. Stars Marjorie Stee'e. 
Ron Randell; features Zena Dare, Cath- 
leen Nesbitt. Directed by John Cromwell. 
At Palace. London, Aug. 4. "54; $2.50 top. 
Sabrina Fairchild ....... Marjorie Steele 
Linus Lirrabee Jr....... Ron Randell 
Maude Larrabee ; 
Julia Ward MecKinlock....... Zena Dare 
David Larrabee ........-- Phil "tcown 
Linus Larrabee ........- John Cromwell 





Fairchild ..........e.- Cvrril Luckhem 
Margaret «oi. icsictacse Glady: Tudor 
Gretchen ............. Dorothy_Whitney 
Paul D’Argenson ........ Paul Hardwick 
Young Woman ........-.- Simone Lovell | 
pf Bare errr ere Brian Hankins | 





Had this comedy vreemed on 
this side. it is doubtful if anyone 
here would have been percevtive 
enough to predict a success for it 
in the U. S. Protram wes fhe} 
term “submit” in place of the cus- 
tomary “present” on behalf of the) 

roducers, ard this modest anne!-| 
ation cisarms criticism of what is; 
a mitdly entertaining interpr°ts- 
tion of a hacknoved theme. It is 
obvious!y more suitable for screen | 
treatment and with thesimminent 
release of the nic “Sabrina” here. | 
compar'sons are not likely to re- | 
act in fovor of the stove vo-rsion. | 

Althouth Marjorie Steele had a 
warm personal reeeption, it ws) 
more a sympathetic resvonse to 


her elfin charms then for any, 


histrionie abilitv. On its merifs as! ¢ 


a play, prospects fer this are dubi- | 
ous. 

The storv unfolds at pedestrian | 
pace, h»s litt’e action and too much | 
irrelevant dia'og to nad out the) 
dull vatehes. The prohlem of the) 
wealthy Lone Island family faced | 
with the proposed marriace of| 
their son to their cheuffeur’s| 
daughter causes a fluttor in man-} 
sion and cottage. The girl return- | 
ing from a five-year stay in Paris| 
has no intention of wedding the) 
boy, and the snobbish reaction | 


|'more the frustrated feelings of a 


with her, but their fiery clinches 
are witnessed by the daughter. She 
shocks her mother back to her re- 
sponsibilities by announcing she 
has an amorous session with the 
boy, whom she claims would prefer 
to run off with her. The old man, 
realizing there is no other way to 
relieve the strain of. a divided 
household, finally makes a digni- 
fied exit, after the young girl has 
shamed her elders by offering to 
make a home for him elsewhere. 


Much of the credit for the play’s 
enthusiastic welcome goes to Law- 
son for his sensitive depiction of 
the old man, bewildered at the cal- 
lousness of those he has loved and 
cared for. Joan Miller conveys 


neglected wife than a proud woman 
resenting a slovenly, burdensome 
father-in-law. Dorothy Bromiley is 
sympathetic and touching as the 
young girl and Gordon Tanner 
builds up his rather colorless role 
to a fine climax as her father. The 
supporting characters are all in 
competent hands, and direction by 
Joseph Losey is fine. Clem. 


The Duenna 
London, Aug. 2. 


Ralvh Birch presentation of comic oper- 
etita in three acts by Richard Brinsley 
Sheridan, with music by Julian Slade. 
Directed by Lionel Harris. At Westmin- 
ster Theatre, London, July 28, °54; $2.25 
op 


ere Jane Wenham 
SO =. ooo aAe eae eas Joyce Carey 
Re ee David Bird 
ne Oe re er eee Joan Plowright 
eee Gerald Cross 
ee Robert Sewell 
OU eee ge ere Patricia Routledge 
Don Antonio ... Dennis Martin 
Don Ferdinand.......Desmond Ainsworth 
Harlequin Peter Darrell 
Columbine pe ASE Elizabeth West 
Dancers James Campbell, Corita Martell 


Resuscitation of an 18th-century 
comic opera, with new music by a 
modern composer, has proved a 
happy combination. No big names 
are involved, but this production 


comes more from her father than) is staged with such artistry and is 
from his. The only surorise of the| so charmingly sung and acted that 
evening is the chanffeur’s d’s-| jt makes a satisfying evening’s en- 
closure that throush years of) tertainment in refreshing vein. It 
lucky speculation on the stock mar-) will certainly establish the com- 
ket he is as rich as his master.} poser, a 24-year-old actor from the 
This ‘eaves the door open for his| Bristol Old Vie Co., as a success. 





daughter to get her man by the [t should appeal to devotees of | 2 


simvle process of asking him. ‘light opera both here and in the 
The advance publicity around! U. s. 

Miss Steele, cicarette-girl turned; The story of 2 daughter flouting | 

millionaire’s wife, aroused public) her father’s matrimonial plans for | 

interest to-a certain degree. How-| her brings no novelty in plot or| 

ever, it is unlikely to bring pro-| treatment. But the tuneful songs. 

longed b.o. patronage unless word-| are delightfully sung by Jane Wen- 


Strawhat Tryouts 


(Aug. 9-22) 


Brother Cain, by Jerome Chodo- 
rov—Ivy Tower Playhouse, Spring 
Lake, N. J. (16-21). 

By Hex, musical—Legion Park 
Stadium, Ephrata, Pa. (9-14) (Re- 
viewed in Variety, Aug. 26, ’53). 

Darling, Darling, adapted by 
Anita Loos from the French — 
Westport (Conn.) Country Play- 
house (16-21). é 

Dear Charles, by Allan Melville 
—Falmouth Playhouse, Coonames- 
sett, Mass. (9-14) (Reviewed in 
VarIETY, July 14, ’54). . 

Dream of Fair Women, by Regi- 
nald Lawrence — Provincetown 
(Mass.) Playhouse (@-21). 

Feathered Fauna, by Charles 
Robinson ard Jean Dalrymple — 
Somerset (Mass.) Playhouse (9-14). 

Imperfect Stranger — Camden 
Hills Theatre, Camden, Me. (17-21). 

Inside Lester, by Fred Carmi- 
chael—Dorset (Vt.) Plahouse (13- 
15). 

Iron Gate, by John T. Chapman 
— Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass. (9-14). 

Jimmy Potts Gets a Haircut, by 
George Panetta—John Drew Thea- 
tre, East Hampton, L. I. (9-14). 

Lady Chooses, by William Mc- 
Leery—Newport (R.I.) Casino The- 
atre (16-21) Reviewed in VARIETY, 
June 16, ’54). 

Oliver’s Little Twist, by Herman 
A. Miller—Gretna Playhouse, Mt. 
Gretna, Pa. (12-18). 

Sin of Pat Muldoon, by John 
McLiam — Pocono Playhouse, 
Mountainhome, Pa. (9-14). 

Southwest Corner, by John Cecil 
Holm — Spa Theatre, Saratoga, 
N. Y. (9-14). 





Stronger Sex, by Laslo Vadney 
a a Park (N.Y.) Playhouse 
(17-21). 


Walk Tall, revue — Theatre-by- 
the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. (9-14); 
John Drew Theatre, East Hampton, 
L. I. (16-21) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
July 28, ’54). 

White Sheep of the Family, by 
L. du Garde Peach and Ian Hay— 
Kennebunkport (Me.) Playhouse (9- 
a (Reviewed in Variety, July 7, 


Witch of Dogtown—Cape Ann 
tla Gloucester, Mass. (16- 
. 
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Dunnock and Jerome Cowan 









of-mouth praise is generously) 
forthcoming. Her naivete carries | 
her through with ingenuous sim- 
plicity that goes a long way toward | 
winnin’ her audience. 

Ron Randell, familiar here as a| 
tv quizmaster, plays the femme-shy 
Prince Charming with an endear-| 
ing gaucherie while Phil Brown) 
makes a likeable personage of his 
susceovtible brother. Zena Dare 
and Cath'een Nesbitt. consummate 
artists at delivering lires. give 
them more significance than thev 
are worth. John Cromwell, who di- 
rects the play adroitly, also an- 


ears as the boys’ father. placidly’ Columbine, and James Campbell 


ndulging his macabre hobby of at- 
tending funerals. 

The chauffeur is enacted with 
apologetic deference by Cyril 
Luckman. and the scene where he 
reluctantly reveals the details of 
his investments is one of the play’s 
brightest moments. Paul Hardwick 
flits briefly across the stage as the 
French wooer thwarted of his vrey. 
Gladvs Tudor and Dorothy Whit- 
ney do well in minor parts. Clem. 


The Wooden Dish 
London, July 28. 


E. P. Clift (y arrangement’ with 
Aldrich & Myers and Julius Fleischmann) 
presentation of drama in two acts by 
Edmund Morris. Stars Wilfrid Lawson, 
Joan Miller. Directed by Joseph Losev. 
At Phoenix Theatre, London, July 27, 


’54; $2.25 top. 

Pop Dennison .........:. Wilfrid Lawson 

Clara Dennison ............. Joan Miller 
Bessie Love 


Bessie Bockser 
Sad eee Alan Tilvern 


Ed Mason 
Susan Dennison ..:... Dorothy Bromiley 
Glenn Dennison ...!. Gordon Tanner 
Floyd Dennison...... George Woodbridge 

Harry Fine 


Voraythe ' 9). Sis 
Janey Stewart .......... Maureen Beck 





The theme of the plight of the 
aged, often sick and unwanted, 
makes an emotional framework for 
a well-constructed and moving play 
in this American import. It marks 
Wilfrid Lawson’s comeback to the 
London stage, and his popularity 
and the intrinsic merit of the of- 
fering by author and players should 
net a healthy b.o. return. It should 
stand an equal chance in the U.S. 

_A kindly old man has lived in 

his son’s Texan home over 20 
years. His granddaughter lavishes 
affection on him and a neighbor 
provides companionship. But his 
daughter-in-law, sick of his clumsy 
Shambling around the house, in- 
sists the oldster be sent to a home. 
The husband refuses ta turn his 
father out and the wife says she'll 
quit unless he does. 

A further complication is the 
young boarder whom the wife tries 
te seduce. He refuses to run away 


ham and Joan Plowright, and Denis | 
Martin and Desmond Ainsworth as 
their beaux. David Bird blusters 
and threatens in true _ period 
fashion as the irascible father, and 
Gerald Cross gives a subtly studied 
performance as the fortune hunter 
whose cupidity only nets hima pen- | yunenthusiastic notices here. 

niless middleaged wife. Joyce! Current bill at the Mike Ellis 
Carey gets every jot of humor out | strawhat is “Stalag 17,” for which 
of her role of the chaperone whose | the ads carry the whimsical note. 
craftiness gets her a man of her| “No member of the east or staff 
own. |was in the Broadway production. 


Each scene is blithely introduced | No other summer theatre can make 
by Peter Darrell and Elizabeth | that statement.” 


West garbed as Harlequin and 


costarred. Tryout was staged by 
John Gerstad. 

Production rights to the play 
are held by Robert Whitehead, 
who is considering taking it to 
Broadway in the fall as a Producers 
Theatre presentation. Show drew 








‘Tempest’ $2,400, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Playwrights Theatre Club, Chi‘s 
sole year-around Equity repertory 
group, had its most profitable gross 
last week, getting $2,400 with its 
production of “The Tempest.” Club 


is conducting a Shakespearan fes- 
Traube tival this summer with “Romeo 
| 


and Corita Martell lead the Span- 
ish dancers who execute the~fan- 
dango and similar swirling steps 
| with grace and vigor. Direction by 
i Lionel Harris. Clem. 











| and Juliet” the current offering. 











a—a_—_—_= Continued from page 55 =e 
| : Joe E. 181% G, Salt Creek 
| fees in order to enable the pro- Hinsdale, Ill., Aug. 10. 
duction to continue.” Joe E. Brown starring in “The 
| When queried on the financial ' Show Off” grossed just under $18.- 
status of the production, Traube 500 during two-week run at Salt 
|declared that the investment had | Creek Theatre here. j 
| been recouped and a profit earned, | umcurrent is F. Scott Fitzgerald's 
with $17,500 still due the investors.| The Vegetable,” starring Wally 
Coin, he said, is being held in re-|C0%,, Which producer Marshall 


serve. Migatz reports opened to the 
Hershey claims that Traube en- | pigsest advance «im he, Setw’s 


tered into contracts prior to the 
limited partnership agreement that '!- 
were not in keeping with it. He! Reading, Pa., Aug. 10. 
jis also pressing for the return to| Berks Players at Green Hitls 
the partnership of $5,000, which he | Theatre near here grossed $1,900 
claims Traube paid himself out of | last week with “The Male Animal.” 
|the partnership funds besides his| The 350-seat barn, with a $1.90 
royalty. * |scale through Thursdays and $2.10 
Bernard A. Green, of the Was-|0n Fridays and Saturdays, played 
'serman, Behr & Shagan law office,|t©. Capacity weekend audiences 
\is representing Hershey. According , after a slow start. A total of 1,150 
to Traube, the lawyer is also an| Persons traveled to the off-beat 
| investor in the show. Case is sched- | theatre five miles south of here. 


uled to be arbitrated sometime late Pir 4 loonh Oletuet end denn 
_in September. Zacherie in the leads, opens 
tonight (Tues.). Mike Kesdekian 
directs. 


‘Animal’ $1,900, Reading, Pa. 





‘Open House’ at Houston 

Houston, Aug. 10. 
“Open House,” by Vincent Cle- 
ment and Francis Swann, will be Harford, Aug. 10.t 
| the Alley Theatre’s next produc-| “The Fragile Fox,” by Norman 
| tion, following the current “Affairs Brooks, will open the fall season 
of State.” No opening date has | Sept. 16-18 at the New Parsons 
been set for the show, rights to! here. 
| which are held by film-legit actor; Allen Stewart, heading a local 
Reginald Owen. syndicate now gperating the house, 
The star is playing his original | promises 20 bOdokings during the 





‘Fox’ to Light Hartford 











Stranger From Hills ‘ 
causing the priest to feel that he 
has failed his office. Eventual 
remorse strikes the villagers fol- 
lowing the tragedy and they disown 
the hag in favor of the priest. 

A number of good characteriza- 
tions stud the production, notabiy 
Johr Cox, as the priest, and Joan 
Kepple, the witch. Supporting 
talent is capable. 

Play is staged imaginatively, .in 
arena style, and directed with an 
appreciation of its folklore values. 
Writing conveys the spirit of the 
play’s locale and is effective in 
both tender and tense passages. 
Production is creditable from tech- 
nical standpoints of lighting, props 
and costumes. 

While many plays of this nature 
are in the strictly experimental 
category, this one suggests possible 
development along commercial 
lines. Bone. 


Desire Is a Season 
Augusta, Mich., Aug. 4. 
Jack P. Ragotzy production of drama 
by Joseph G. Stockdale Jr. Directed by 
producer. At Barn Theatre, Augusta, 
Mich., Aug. 2, °54; $2 top. 


Agnes Saunook ......... Ginger Russell 


“Chief” Saunook ....... William Bromley 
Pio eee John Newton 
Virgil Downs ........... Leon B. Stevens 


LOO DRUNROOE ..« 0... ccncccns Norman Kean 
Woman Tourist .......... Mary Patton 
2d Woman Tourist....,.- .Jo Anna March 
Ann Gaumoee ...- ss odee2- + Betty Ebers 
DEGIG TORPIE ces cecccces Edwin Phelps Jr. 
Se ener eee Gordon Russell 
Miss Whiting .......... Mary Van Fleet 


DERG TAtom «0c ccccece James T. Pritchett 
ee eer ree re Al Hinckley 
fa: Pere ee Dirk Wales 
EE Pe ee ero Harry Dorman 
2a Male Tourist .......... Philip Lussier 
Iniliam Woeotnam ......cc6sec. Brian Moore 
2d Indian Woman .......... Anne Linden 





There is a promise.of commer- 
cial possibilities in this new play 
by Joseph G. Stockdale Jr., a Mich- 
igan native and currently speech- 
drama instructor at Purdue U. The 
author has previously written full- 
length and one-act plays which had 
college production. An _ unusual 
theme and background, with which 
the author is obviously familiar, 
heighten audience interest in “De- 
sire Is a Season,” although there is 
tightening and sharpening of some 
of the characterizations to be done. 


Setting is a Cherokee Indian res- 
ervation in North Carolina, and the 
story involves an educated Indian 
girl’s love for a white man whom 
she met in New York, and her dis- 
couragement at her race’s lot in 
this period between a great past 
and a progressively dimmer fu- 
ture. She calls it “the time be- 
tween the end and the beginning” 
(the play started under the title of 
“The Time Between,” the switch 
being made for boxoffice draw). 
The script is good when it brings 
out the Indians’ miserable lot, but 
not so good in the romance inter- 
ludes. Some of the love-making 
sequences are overdone to the 
point of bad taste. 


Ragotzy’s setting is one of his 
best, showing the exterior and cut- 
away interior of an old Cherokee 
chief’s tourist-lure trading post. 
Most of the Barn’s Equity and ap- 
prentice company is used, with 
Betty Ebers doing a stand-out job 
as the Indian girl who wants to es- 
cape her destiny but fears she is 
trapped. James T. Pritchett is im- 
pressive as the white lover. 


Norman Kean, an apprentice, is 
outstanding as a rebellious student 
at the reservation school. Leon B. 
Stevens works hard, but. with 
mixed results in a poorly-defined 
though vital role of a_ pathetic 
white teacher despised by the In- 
dians. Ginger Russell puts snap 
| into her characterization of a weak- 
moraled Indian girl. 


“Desire Is a Season” 
more work by the author. 


warrants 
Bell. 


Only Young Twice 
Minneapolis, Aug. 7. 

Old Log Theatre Co. production of 
comedy in three acts, by Robert Murphy. 
Directed by Don Stolz; setting, Jan Noyes. 
At Old Log Theatre, Lake Minnetonka, 
Minn., Aug. 4-9, ’54; $1.85 top. 
a Uo” Se a oe 
Minerva Smith Jeanne Stolz 
Elliott Post ........... Walter Boughton 
Dr. Alexander Dabney... Rupert LaBelle 
Dr, oOme Baer ous. peceds Ro Sussman 
Dr. Ada Schnell ......... Dolly Wheaton 
Hans Zobel Don Stolz 


First play by Bob Murphy, Min- 
neapolis Star -Tribune film editor- 
critic, preeming at the Old Log 
summer theatre here, “Only Young 
Twice” impresses as an amusing 
comedy based on a fanciful and 
novel idea. With tightening, re- 
writing and polishing, it might con- 
ceivably have Broadway and Holly- 
wood possibilities because of its 
off-beat slant. 

In its present form, this comedy 
is talky and slow, but holds inter- 
est with its wit, deft characteriza- 
tions and romance. It is a fantasy 
with whimsical overtones revolving 


Ken Senn 








| part in the current “Affairs.” 1954-55 semester, 





Strawhat Reviews 
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the customary youth and age for- 
mula. . 

Locale is a remote hilltop re- 
treat, and the action involves three 
couples and a late arrival, with an 


elderly psychologist and.a young 
geologist, who inadvertently wan- 
der into the colony. The psycholo- 
gist discovers that one of the col- 
ony’s members is the woman who 
was twice his age when, 40 years 
previously, they had an unresolved 
love affair. Having hit upon the 
secret of reversing age processes, 
she has achieved youth and beauty. 
The young geologist becomes smit- 
ten with another young woman 
member, who also has shaken off 
old age. 


“Only Young Twice” is the first 
new play to be offered by the Old 
Log company in its 15 years of 
summer existence. Staging and per- 
formances are creditable. As the 
elderly psychologist, Rupert La- 
Belle plays a long and difficult role 
well. Other cast members Walter 
Boughton, Ro Sussman, Dolly 
Wheaton, Kenn Senn and Jeanne 
and Don Stolz also acquit them- 
selves commendably. Don Stolz 
directed competently. Rees. 


A Summer’s Day 
Lake Hopatcong, N.J., Aug. 4. 


Lakeside Theatre production of drama 
in three acts, by Reginald Lawrence. 
Directed by Herbert Machiz; setting, Al- 
fred Leslie. At Lakeside Theatre, Aug. 3, 
"54; $2.20 top. s 
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In “A Summer’s Day,” Reginald 
Lawrence probes for new answers 
to the ancient problem of body vs. 
soul. His play merits thoughtful 
attention and is disappointing only 
iD its evasive conclusion. A 
thoroughly efficient company at 
the Lakeside Theatre gets well 
beneath the surface, helping pro- 
ject the somewhat mystic romance. 


Vacationing at a second-class 
Brittany sea coast hotel, an Ameri- 
can professor and his poet-wife are 
about to catch the Ile de France 
for home when a vagrant Irish 
sailor barges in, full of grog and 
sex. Presumably with gaelic intui- 
tion, he discerns at once that the 
poetess has depths her husband 
hasn't touched. While the peasants 
celebrate a feast day, he achieves a 
brief hour of passion with the 
woman, but learns he cannot have 
her soul. 


As the tormented wife, Anne 
Meacham gives a sharp perform- 
ance. She is believable as she 
succumbs to a _ temptation she 
abhors, and agonized as out of 
remorse she seeks salvation, find- 
ing it in a tortured final scene in 
which she resists further illicit 
promptings of the flesh. Scott Mer- 
rill plays the predatory male with 
all the cockiness and lack of 
subtlety of the torn T-shirt school. 

Alfred Sander is good as the 
anguished pedant. His faith in his 
wife, and his acceptance of bitter 
fact, are done with compassion, 
although he has difficulty making 
convincing the verbal slapped 
wrist with which he admonishes 
the sailor. “You possessed her but 
4 love her’’ seems a pallid resolu- 
ion. 


A couple of better-than-average 
jobs are done by Nancy R. Pollock 
and June Hunt as an English- 
woman of nobility and her snippy 
daughter. Miss Pollock’s perform- 
ance is a shrewd blending of 
worldly wisdom and tartness, while 
Miss Hunt's bored brat is true to 
form. Carrying sub-plots, the 
balance of the company is more 
than okay, the French peasantry 
being drawn with sympathy and 
amusement. Maxwell Anderson's 
daughter, Hesper, makes her acting 
debut as a Breton girl, playing 
with good assurance. 


Alfred Leslie’s whitewashed set 
is atmospheric and simple. The 
compactness of the _ production, 
and much of its truth, is due, hows 
ever, to Herbert Machiz, who has 
directed painstakingly, a sameness 
of pace being his only drawback. 

Unfortunately, the author has 
settled for verbal conclusions. 
Lady Grace’s motherly advice to 
the young wife, and the husband's 
scornful dismissal of the Irishman, 
are not vital payoffs. Having 
brought beguiling people face to 
face with harsh reality, it is frus- 
trating to have Lawrencé duck 
dramatic resolution of his issues, 
for there are times when his play 
almost becomes a moneymaker. 
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raws from 30-mile radius. Best 
rosser to date, “Gigi. 

Sharon Playhouse, Sharon, Conn. 
(producer, Judson Philips; cap., 
190: scale, $2 all seats; season, 10 
weeks; weekly perfs., 5; possible 
gross, $1,450). After four mission- 
ary seasons bathed in slightly red 
ink. this setup is beginning to pay 
off, It’s an Equity outfit which, at 
close of six weeks, finds intake 
about 20% above last year. Draw- 
ing from northwestern Connecticut, 
as well as over the state lines of 
N. Y. and Mass., best pull of sea- 
son, “Madwoman of Chaillot.” 


Lake Whalom Playhouse, Fitch- 
burg, Mass. (Prod., Guy Palmerton; 
cap., 875; scale, $1.25-$2.40; season, 
12 weeks; weekly perfs., 7; possible 
gross, $8,000). It’s the 61st season 
here, 2ist under _ Palmerton. 
Grosses are off so far this year due 
to a shift to only occasional names 
rather than a steady diet. But net 
outcome, from reduced nut, tops 
1953 by a slight margin. As of 
seventh week, Ruth Amos in “Eliz- 
abeth Sleeps Out” pulled the top 

SS. 
erruits Arena Theatre, Medford, 
Mass. (Prod., Tufts Arena Theatre; 
cap., 200; scale, $1.20 all seats; sea- 
son, 7 weeks; weekly perfs., 5; pos- 
sible gross, $1,200). Billing itself 
as the only permanent arena thea- 
tre hereabouts, this setup is a com- 
bo of Tufts faculty members and 
summer drama studies. Indication 
of cultural aspect comes from fact 
that “Ring Round the Moon” has 
been the best grosser to date in 
current season. Spot makes a play 
for defunct Brattle Theatre type of 
intellectuals. Biz is 10% above 53. 

Boston Summer Theatre, Boston, 
Mass. (Prod., Lee Falk, in associa- 
tion with Al Capp; cap., 913; scale, 
$1.20-$3; season, 10 weeks; weekly 
perfs., 8; possible gross, $13,500). 
A boost of 15% in grosses over 
1953 is the story here at end of 
fifth week. “Hasty Heart” is the 
b.o. leader to date, but the outlook 
is for Margaret Truman to rack up 
a substantial take also. Spot draws 
not only from Boston, but also its 
suburbs and as far away as Wor- 
cester. It’s the ninth season under 
Falk guidance and points to a fa- 
vorable outcome. 

Theatre on the Green, Wellesley, 
Mass. (Prod:, Group 20 Players, 
Inc., of Mass.; cap., 986; scale, 90c- 
$2.75; season, 10 weeks; weekly 
perfs., 7; possible gross, $9,000). An 
ample amphitheatre on the Welles- 
ley campus is the setting for this 
al fresco operation, now in its sec- 
ond season. Organized eight sea- 
sons ago in Unionville, Conn., it’s 
a private non-profit setup, with 
Wellesley in only on the use of its 
indoor and outdoor theatre facili- 
ties. Shows have varying runs. 
Among other promotional stunts, 
Sundays are “Family Nights” when 
Stubholders bring picnic suppers 
for pre-performance activity. Biz is 
up 20% over 1953. “Crucible” is 
b.o. champ to date. ° 

South Shore Music Circus, Co- 
hasset, Mass. (Prod., South Shore 
Music Circus, Inc.; cap., 1,350; 
scale, $1.10-$3.30; season, 10 weeks; 
weekly perfs., 7; possible gross, 
$23,000). Fourth season here finds 
this musical setup about 15% 
ahead of last year. Starting in ’51 
with a total audience of 50,000, 
the tent will have, 100,000 onlook- 
ers for 1954. “Carousel” heads b.o. 
take to date. Spot draws from 50 
miles. Scale has been redueed this 
year ($4.20 to $3.30) and a new 
50c kid matinee price has been 
introduced. 

Plymouth Rock Center Theatre, 

uxbury, Mass. (Prod., Plymouth 

Rock Center Theatre of Music and 
Drama, Inc. eap., 353; scale, 
$1.25-§2; season, 9 weeks; weekly 
peris.. 4; possible gross, $2,300). 
Aunded in 1946 by David Blair 

cClosky, the Center serves as a 
raining ground for both musical 
cae dramatie students. Festival of 
: 54 includes opera (“Cosi Fan 
a et al), concerts and legit 
ope PY As Larry” et al). Center 
perates on a basis of 50% income 
mm student fees, other half from 
<a Gondoliers” is best grosser 
abou *: and overall biz is just 

Out on a par with '53. 

Priscilla Beach Theatre, Ply- 
mouth, M . : 
Trask: ass. (Prod., Franklin 
Searor. cap., 350; scale, $1.20-$1.80; 
en Son, 10 weeks; ‘weekly perfs., 6; 
Possible Bross, $800). A cutrate 
dow. here holds gross potential 
own, but major income is from 
40 students who put 
arate producti SS lore. 90- 
agg ions a week for three- 

* Tuns each, Housed in a 125- 


Year-old barn, project is now in 








21st season and grosses are almost 
identical year in and year out. 
Sked features pop type scripts, “I 
Love Lucy” being best coin-getter 
this season. 


Somerset Playhouse, Somerset, 
Mass. (Prod., Fred and Martha 
Miller; cap., 627; scale, $2-$3.60; 
season, 11 weeks; weekly perfs., 8; 
possible gross, $12,000). Fifth sea- 
son of operation, and the first for 
the Millers, who took over after 
appearing as cast members last 
year, finds the house up against a 
local (Fall River) economic slump, 
necessitating a drive for biz else- 
where. Take has been spotty, with 
overall intake to now just about 
holding even with 1953. Farley 
Granger in “Hasty Heart” hit the 
only SRO so far. 


Norwich Summer Theatre, Nor- 
wich, Conn. (Prod., Herbert L. 
Kneeter; cap., 900; scale, $1-$3.50; 
season, 10 weeks; weekly perfs., 
8; possible gross, $15,500). A drop 
of 15% in gross biz to date is the 
story here and producer Kneeter 
thinks it lies in the fact that he 
has attempted a stock resident set- 
up and medium value names this 
year instead of booking top name 
packages. Best bet of the season, 
from b.o. angle, has been “Pal 
Joey.” ~ 


Oval in the Grove, Farmington, 
Conn. (Prod., Connecticut Theatre, 
Inc.; cap., 210; scale, $2 (straight 
plays) $2.40 (musicals); season, 14 
weeks; weekly perfs., 6; possible 
gross, $2,500). Fourth season for 
this co-op group is shaping up as its 
best. As of end of the éighth week, 
the setup is 10% above last year. 
Project embodies talent from all 
walks of life and operates on a 
basis of split-up (if any) at end of 
season. Best grosser this year is 
“Mister Roberts.” 


SHOWBOATER BRYANT 
IN TERRA FIRMA DATE 


Huntington, W. Va., Aug. 10. 


Capt. Billy Bryant, vet showboat 
operator, will appear here Aug. 19- 
21 in the Community Players’ pro- 
duction of his farce, “Hamlet and 
Yeggs.” Bryant’s adaptation of 
Si... Kespeare’s “Hamlet,” which has 
a prison locale, will be directed by 
Sterrett Neale. Play, which has 
been produced in such cities as 
New York, Chicago and Philadel- 
phia, has been revamped by the 
author for its local showing, which 
will be at the Players’ own Abbott 
Theatre. 


Cast for the production includes 
nine men and three women. 


‘Pacific’ $23,200, Wash.; 
Ends Run This Week 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

“South Pacific’ picked up last 
week for a $23,200 gross at the 
National Theatre here. Current 
week, 13th and final of the engage- 
ment which has broken local legit 
records, looks still better on the 
basis of advance sales. 

Iva Withers took over as Nellie 
Forbush, femme lead, as of last 
night (Mon.), replacing Jeanne Bal, 
and will play through the forth- 
coming Canadian run of the musi- 
cal and its return to the U. S. 


Greco 56G in 9 Shows 


Tops Carter Barron, D.C. 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Government-owned Carter Bar- 
ron Amphitheatre, a financial 
white elephant since its Opening in 
the spring of 1950, has turned a 
new leaf this summer under the 
operation of the Feld Bros. and is 
comfortably in the black at present. 

Biggest boxoffice draw so far 
was the Jose Greco dance troupe, 
which brought $56,000 through the 
wickets in nine days, at a $2.50 top. 
The 4,000-seat stadium went clean, 
with standees, for five of the nine 
performances, including the wind- 
up last Saturday (7). Business 
would have been larger, but a 10th 
scheduled performance was rained 
out last week, only the second time 
this summer that rain has can- 
celled a show. 

“Golden Apple,” prize-winning 
New York musical, opened last 
night (Mon.) at the amphitheatre 
for a 10-day stand, with a hefty 
advance at a $3.50 top. This will 
be followed by the season’s finale, 
Harris’ “Icecycles,” for a run Aug. 
26-Sept. 12. Stage will be built out 
into the audience for this one, to 














make enough room to hold an ice 
skating rink. 





Finale Is Rained Out 


Louisville, Aug. 10. 

Don Ameche -in “Three Musket- 
eers,” fifth in the current six week 
series at Iroquois Amphitheatre, 
wound up the seven-performance 
week Sunday (8) with a disappoint- 
ing $21,700 gross. Final show was 
lost by a rainstorm during the sec- 
ond act and Wednesday’s (5) per- 
formance had to be stopped for 
about 30 nfinutes, while the cast, 
orchestra and audiences scampered 
for cover from a shower. Ameche 
drew tavorable reviews in the role 
of D’Artagnan. 

“Oklahoma,” final production of 
the season, opened last night 
(Mon.) with Wilton Clary, Gloria 
Hamilton, Dorothea MacFarland, 
Walter Donahue, Harold Gary, Al- 
fred Cibelli Jr., Florence Dunlap, 
Maggie Nelson, and George Law- 
rence in the principal roles. 


King’$100,200,SF;; 
Martin- Pan’ 546, 
Ttch 236 Opener 


San Francisco, Aug. 10. 

Spearheading the biggest legit 
summer in years, “King and I,” 
starring Yul Brynner and Patricia 
Morison racked up a sensational 
$100,200 gross for the biggest 
week’s take for a single show in 
local theatrical records. Only “The 
Miracle,” 35 years ago at the Audi- 
torium, approached it. 

Gross set a new house record for 
the Opera House for the third 
straight week, overshadowed the 
sensational performance of “Peter 
Pan,” which racked up a house 
record for the Curran, also for the 
third straight week. This week’s 
take went a little over $54,000. 

“Seven Year Itch,” starring 
Eddie Bracken, opened to strong 
reviews and did a handsome $23.,- 
000 putting the total legit b.o. teke 
for the week at an unprecedented 
$177,200. 

Estimates for Last Week 

King and I, Opera House (4th 
wk) ($4.75; 3,252) (Yul Brynner, 
Patricia Morison). New house rec- 
ord with a sock $100,200 (Previous 
week $97,000). Closed Sunday (8). 

Peter Pan, Curran (3d wk) ($5.50; 
1,758) (Mary Martin). New house 
record, just over $54,000 (previous 
week $58,000). 

Seven Year Itch, Geary (lst wk) 
($3.85; 1,550) ‘(Eddie Bracken). 
Good $23,000. 


‘PORGY’ BIG $62,700, L.A.; 
“FHAT’S LIFE’ HEFTY 66 


ios Angeles, Aug. 10. 

Legit biz’ continued to perk here 
last week, with most operations 
showing better takes with the 
return of more normal weather. 
One offering, “The Lady’s Not For 
Burning,” closed over the weekend 
to leave the town with three legi- 
ters and a ballet. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Lady’s Not for Burning, Ivar, 
(4th wk) (400; $3.30). Up to $3,700 
for the eight-day final week and 
exited with a profitable $14,000 for 
the run. 

N. Y. City Ballet, Greek Theatre 
(5th wk) (4,407; $3.60). ‘“Nut- 
cracker” bounced the take up to 
$39,600 for four performances and 
holds through this frame. 

Porgy and Bess, Philharmonic 
Aud (4th wk) (2,670; $4.80). Off 
slightly to almost $62,700, includ- 
ing tax. 

That’s Life, Las Palmas (6th wk) 
(400; $3.30). Up to $6,000. 

Yiddisher Dragnet, Civic Play- 
house, (3d wk) (400; $3). Up to 
$4,000. Holds two more frames 
and then moves to the Marine 
Theatre in San Francisco. 


‘Picnic’ $10,400 for 6, 
In Week of Splits 


Portland, Aug. 10. 

“Picnic,” starring Ralph Meeker 
pulled in over $8,590 for three 
evening performances and one 
matinee last Tuesday-Thursday (3- 
5) at the Civic Auditorium. Com- 
pany ran into a heat wave and 
plenty of other transient competi- 
tion here, so the take wasn’t bad. 

William Inze drama was one of 
the first legits to play the 4,000- 
seat Auditorium. Promoter William 
Duggan did a smash promotion job 
and also had the spot set up with 
mikes for improved listening. Top 
was $4.80. 

Play moved to the Yemple Audi- 
torium, Tacoma, Friday-Saturday 
(6-7), pulling in $1,900 for two per- 
formances. 











crimped business the early part of 





‘Caine’ 33146, Tea’ 18146, Sea’ 22146, 
Cook-Cooper $8,700, ‘Sabrina’ §14G 





Holloway $50,000 in K.C., 
Under New Star Policy 


Kansas City, Aug. 10. 

With the management continuing 
iis new policy of playing up stars 
instead of the spot and the show, 
Sterling Holloway pulled a nifty 
$50,000 gross last week in “Hit the 
Deck” at the Starlight Theatre 
Assn., al fresco playhouse in Swope 
Park, in spite of bad weather 

Name-emphasis policy was start- 
ed the previous week for Penny 
Singleton in ‘“‘Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” after hot weather had 


the season. Whether the setup will 
be retained regularly is uncertain, 
however. 

Current bill, opening last night 
(Mon.) is “Song of Norway,” with 
localite native Lillian Murphy re- 
turning as Nina in support of Law- | 
dence Brooks, Frances Greer, Don- | 
ald Clarke, Muriel O’Malley and | 
Rudy Tone. Advance sale indicates 
a probable gross of about $55,000, | 
weather permitting. | 


| 


Channing $35,800; 
Ginger’ 106, Chi 








Chicago, Aug. 10. | 

Resort-type weather helped the | 
Loop’s two legiters maintain their | 
pace last week, although the. 
hoped-for August pickup so far has 
failed to materialize. 
stimates for Last Week 

Time Out for Ginger, Harris | 
(30th wk) ($4.15; 1,000) (Melvyn 
Douglas). Nearly $10,000 (previous 
week, $9,800). 
Wonderful Town,*Shubert (5th, 
wk) ($4.60; 2,100) (Carol Channing). | 
Almost $35,800 ‘previous week, | 
$36,000). | 


} 


‘CHARLEY’ MILD $41,000, 
IN DAMP ST. LOO WEEK 


St. Louis, Aug. 10. 
Clipped by threat of rain several 
nights, plus high temperatures, 
“Where’s Charley?” grossed a 





Biz on Broadway showed a flicker 
of life last week with all but two 
shows registering hikes over the 
previous session. Although the 
summer doldrums aren’t complete- 
ly reversed, conditions brightened 
with jumps of from $300 in the 
case of one straight play to a clos- 
ing-week zoom of $13,200 for a 
musical. Grosses at some of the 
weaker entries were still negligible, 
however, despite increased _ re- 
ceipts. 

There were two closings last 
week, “Golden Apple” and Carou- 
sel.” Former exited Saturday (7) 
and is currently in the first week 
of a fortnight’s windup run at the 
Carter Baron Amphitheatre, Wash- 
ington. Latter musical bowed out 
Sunday (8) after an eight-week ex- 
tended run at the City Center. 


Fstimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


|CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
eretta). 

Other parenthetic designaiions 
refer. respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10% amusement tax, 
but grosses are net: i.e., exclusive 
of tax. 

Anniversary Waltz, Broadhurst 
(C) (18th wk; 139; $4.60; 1,160; 
$28,000) (Macdonald Carey, Kitty 
Carlisle). Over $10,700 ‘previous 
week, $9,500). 

By the Beautiful Sea, Majestic 
(MC) (18th wk; 140; $6.90; 1,510; 
$58,000) ‘Shirley Booth). Nearly 
$22,500 (previous week, $23,000). 

Caine Mutiny Court Martial, 
Plymouth (D) (29th wk; 228; $5.75- 
$4.60; 1,062; $33,500) (Lloyd Nolan, 
John Hodiak, Barry Sullivan). Just 
$33,500 ‘previous week, $33,400). 

Can-Can, Shubert (MC) (66th wk; 
524; $6.90; 1,361; $50,160). Just 
$45.200 (previous week, $42,200). 

Carousel, City Center (MD) (10th 
wk; 80; $3.60; 3,099; $46,000). Al- 
most $29,400 (previous week, $16,- 
200): closed last Sunday (8). after 
boosting the regular six-week oper- 
etta season to a break-even, the 
final production earned a $15,000- 


|$20,000 profit on the eight-week 


extension. 

Golden Apple, Alvin (MC) (16th 
wk; 127; $4.60-$3.45; 1,150; $40,- 
807). Over $17,400 (previous week, 





modest $41,000 last week at the 
Municipal Theatre’s alfresco Forest | 
Park playhouse in Forest Park. | 
Cast was headed by Gil Lamb, | 
Danny Scholl, Jen Ne!son, Dorothy | 
Coulter, Martha Stewart and Oliver | 
Cliff. 
“Red Mill” opened last night 
(Mon.) to an estimated attendance 
of 10,000 and a $7,500 gross. Lamb, 
Robert Shafer, Dorothy Coulter 
and William Olvis, with ballerina 
Patricia Bowman, are the leads. 


‘Marietta’ Good $42,500 
In 2d Week at Dallas 


Dallas, Aug. 10. 

“Naughty Marietta,” fourth sum- 
mer production of State Fair Musi- 
cals’ 13th season, pulled a pleasing 
$42,500 gross for its final week 
through Sunday (8) matinee. First | 
week drew an okay $38,500. Patrice 
Munsel, Jim Hawthorne and How- 
ard Morris headed the cast in this | 
season’s sole operetta. 

“Panama Hattie” opened last | 
night (Mon.) for a two-week stand. | 
Vivian Blaine, Buddy Ebsen and 
Arthur Treacher are starred, with | 
Beverly Bozeman, Karin Wolfe and | 
Billy Van featured. | 


‘Desert Song’ O.K. $16,200, 


Arena Gardens, Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 10. | 
“Desert Song,” starring Clifford | 
Harvuot and Arlyne Frank, with | 
Jon Crain, grossed a satisfactory | 
$16,200 last week, but was dented | 
by opening on a holiday weekend. | 
Arena Gardens, with masked-off 
5,300 seats, was scaled at $2.50 top. 
Notices were enthusiastic for the 
Leighton K. Brill production and 
biz picked up toward the end of 
the week with the return of holi- 
day-goers. 
Advance is $6,000 for this week’s 
‘Anything Goes,” starring Iggie | 
Wolfington. 


The Serge Jaroff Original oui 
Cossack Chorus & Dancers will} 
have a six-week concert tour next, 
February-March, set up by Ken- 
neth Allen Associates, 

















$12,800); closed last Saturday (7) 
at an estimated loss of more than 
the $117,300 investment, including 
about 21% overcall. Musical is 
currently in its initial week of a 
fortnight’s engagement at the Car- 
ter Barron Theatre, Washington. 

King of Hearts, Lyceum (C) 
(19th wk; 146; $5.75-$4.60: 995; 
$23,389) ‘(Donald Cook, Jackie 
Ceconper). Nearly $8,700 (previous 
week, $7,700). 

Kismet, Ziegfeld (O) (36th wk; 
284; $6.90; 1,528; $57.900) (Alfred 
Drake). Almost $51,100 (previous 
week, $50,300). 

Oh Men, Oh Women, Miller (C) 
(34th wk; 278; $5.75-$4.60; 920; 
$23,248) ‘Lloyd Bridges). Over $7,- 
300 ‘previous week, $7,000). 

Pajama Game, St. James (MC) 
(13th wk: 100; $6.90; 1,571; $51,717) 
(John Raitt, Janis Page, Eddie Foy 
Jr.). Capacity again over $51,700. 

Sabrina Fair, Royale (C) (38th 
wk; 301; $4.60; 1,172; $24.000). Over 
$8,500 on twofers (previous week, 
$9.000). 

Seven Year Itch, Fulton (C) 
(90th. wk: 717; $5.75-$4.60; 1,063; 
$24,000) ‘Tom Ewell) Just over 
$14.700 (previous week, $13,000). 

Solid Gold Cadillac, Music Box 
(C) (40th wk; 317; $5.75-$4.60; 1,- 
077; $27,811). Nearly $13,700 (pre- 
vious week, $13,500) 


Tea and Sympathy, Barrymore 


(D) (45th wk; 357; $5.75-$4.60; 
1,060; $28.300) ‘Joan Fontaine). 
Almost $18,500 (previous week, 
$17.800). 


Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Beck (C) (43d wk; 348: $6.22-$4.60; 
1.214; $33,608) (David Wayne, John 
Forsythe). Over $34,000 (previous 
week, $32,200); capacity at new 
scale is $34,008, but take was held 
down because some seats had been 
pre-sold at the old $5.75-$4.60 top. 





Strawhat Incorporates 

Forestburgh Summer Tureatre, 
Inc., has been chartered at Albany 
to conduct a theatre and dramatic 
schoo} at Fallsburgh, N. Y. Ad- 
dress of corporation is Monticello, 
N. Y¥. Capital stock is 209 shares, 
no nar value. Directors are Peter 
G. Sosa. Arthur Bover and Murray 
B. Nesbitt, al) of New York. 
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Legit 

John Koenig, designer of sets 
for both stage and screen versions 
of “This Is The Army” and of a 
dozen Broadway legiters previous- 
ly, has been named designer for 
the new Huntington Hartford The- 
atre in Hollywood. Koenig has 
been in commercial biz in Frisco 
the last six years. 

John Montague back at his Bos- 
ton home prior to a New Hamp- 
shire vacation, following windup 
of his pressagent stint with the 
N. Y. Cily Ballet tour .. . Richard | 
Seff has moved from the MCA tv, 
department to the legit musicom- | 
edy staff. gar 

St. Paul newspapers continuing 
to refuse ads for legit touring at- 
tractions playing their Twin Cities’ 
engagement exclusively at the Ly- 
ceum, Minneapolis, with “Picnic,” 
which opens at the Lyceum this 
month, latest show to get the go-by 
. .. Woody Parker, an actor, plans 
to bow as a producer this fall with | 





a new musical revue, “Nice To 
Visit.” by Jean Meegan, fermer | 
drama critic for the Associated 


Press and mag and tv writer. 

Lyn Austin and Thomas. Noyes 
plan productions of an_ untitled | 
drama by Louis Peterson, author 
of “Take A Giant Step,” William 
Archibaid’s dramatization of Henry | 
James’ “Portrait of a Lady,” Chris- 
topher LaFarge’s ‘Happily Ever 
After” and an Archibald-Baldwin | 
Bergerson musical titled “The | 
Crystal Heart”... Eva Marie Saint | 
has been invited by producer Sam | 
Spiegel to attend the Venice Film | 


Bits 

comedy using songs from various 
Rodgers-Hart shows, with a_ book 
by George Axelrod .. . Cy Feuer 
and Ernest H. Martin, producers of 
“Guys and Dolls,” have been ap- 
proached by several managements 
about touring a cutdown edition of 
the Frank Loesser-Jo Swerling-Abe 
Burrows musical, but no one has 
come up with an acceptable pro- 
duction setup ... Backers of “Pa- 
jama Game” have received another 
10% payment, bringing the total 
return to 50% so far on the $250,- 
000 investment. 

William Jakob, head treasurer of 
the N.Y. City Center, resigned | 
Sunday (8) after 10 years in the 
boxoffice. Expects to be in another | 
N.Y. house next winter ..David 
Pardoll, exec production manager 
of the Metropolitan Opera, left 
Sunday (8) for the Coast, where he | 





will direct a new English version | ; 


of “Carmen” opening Aug. 23 at | 
the Greek Theatre, Griffith Park, | 
Hollywood. 


Hope Abelson will be associated | 
with Ethel Linder Reiner in the 
production of N. Richard Nash’s 
“The Rainmaker” . Chester 
Morris will costar with Joseph 
Buloff in “Fifth Season,” which 
reopens Sept. 5 at the Cort, N. Y. 
Original stars Menasha SkKulnik 
and Richard Whorf withdrew when 
when the comedy closed last June 
26... Lincoln Kirstein, Stanton 
Griffis, Josephe Verner’ Reed, | 
Helen Menken and Mrs. Alexander | 
Chatin have been elected trustees | 
of the American Shakespeare | 





Festival and the London premiere | Festival Theatre & Academy, to be | 
of “On the Waterfront,” in which | jocated at Stratford, Conn. 


she makes her screen debut, but 
may not be able to go if she ac- 
cepts an offer of the femme lead 
in Sidney Kingsley’s untitled new 
play. 

Jule Styne is planning a musical 


be an angel— 


HERE’S YOUR 

CHANCE TO BACK / 

A BROADWAY | 
SHOW ! 


At last. the Broadway theatre is an in- 
vestment within your reach. For only 
50c a share, you can buy stock in @ cor- 
oration that invests regularly in 
roadway shows, motion pictures, tele- 
vision and radio. 
By “pooling” the capital of many invest- 
ors, BROADWAY ANGELS, ILNC., creates 
a fund large enough to back entire shows 
and to acquire broad interests in the en- 
tertainment field by diversifying not 
more than 40% of its capital. A board 
of experienced, professional advisers, 
many of them famous, all of them re- 
spected names in the theatre, make the 
selection of shows worthy of investment. 
Few peopie realize the margin of profit 
returned on original investments in suc- 
cessful shows. For example, “Voice of 
the Turtle” showed a profit of 3,000% on 
the initial investment; “Mister Roberts’ 
paid off 5 to 1; “Harvey” paid off $40 to 
$50 for every $1 invested. 
These are extremes, of course; the re- 
turns on the average successful shows 
are not that high and many shows are a 
complete financial loss. 
By spreading the initial investments and 
by applying profit against loss, we be- 
lieve that we are offering the safest, 
most down-to-earth theatre investment 











Monty Woolley sailed last Friday 
(6) on the United States for Paris. | 
Guy Bolton arrived Saturday (7) | 

on the Britannic from London .. .4 
| Willard Keefe, on a midwest trek | 
last week for the Council of the} 
| Living Theatre, stopped off in Chi- | 
'ecago ... Pressagent Frank Good- 
man back to New York after doing 
| special - radio-tv - exploitation in 
Chicago for “Wonderful Town.” 











Peace 


Dublin Players, Hedda 


Set for Dallas Dates 


Dallas, Aug. 10. 

Alfred Sack, operator of the 
Coronet, local art theatre, an- 
nounces two stage bookings for the 
coming season. The Dublin Play- 
ers will appear at the Playhouse 
Theatre here Jan. 3-5, tour other 
towns in the area, including Fort 
Worth, Denton, San Antonio, Cor- 
pus Christi, Kingsville, Houston, 
Beaumont, Shreveport and New 
Orleans and then to Florida. 


The Golden Apple 
(CARTER BARRON, WASH.) 





Washington, Aug. 9. 


pumpkin size tonight (Mon.), com- 
fortably filling the large stage of 
the Carter Barron Amphitheatre 
| and, at the same time, managing 





“The Golden Apple” swelled to, 


Hedda Hopper makes matinee | 
and evening lecture appearances | 


| Nov. 4 at the Coronet, coming here | 


from San Antonio. 








Continued from page 55 ja 








or unwilling to make an issue of | 

For Miss Bennett’s appearance 
at Clinton, the deal had been set 
verbally, but a contract had not 
been signed and the “to be veri- 
fied” clause created a showdown. 
The producers reportedly resisted 
inclusion of the proviso on the 
ground that it would establish a 
precedent, but the star refused to 
go on for the opening performance 
Monday night (2) and the curtain 
was delayed until they capitulated. 


The reaction of strawhat man- 
agements to Miss: Bennett’s chal- 
lenge, as it’s viewed, is generally 
bitter. They claim that most break- 
even estimates tend to be con- 
servative rather than inflated, and 
argue that it’s impractical if not 
impossible to supply substantiating 
figures. As always, the common 
plaint of the silo impresarios is 
that there’s no longer any profit in 
the field and that they’re lucky to 











break even. 


bookings in future seasons. The 


impressed by that possibility. 








reporting his take. Such humility | 
isn’t unknown among barn opera- | 
tors allergic to unions and acquisi- | 


tive talent. 


In its first nine weeks under El-. 
lis. Bucks has grossed a total of | 


$62,414 on a graduated scale from 
, $1 to $7 for Saturday nights. Ten- 
ticket coupon books are available 
at a 5° discount, and there are 
also group rates. 


Not only have Ellis and Terrell : 


broken bread and almond cookies 


at Monte Proser’s new Playhouse | 


Inn adjacent to the Playhouse, but 
they also stuff each other’s pro- 
grams with season schedules and 
special announcements. Bucks in- 
serted more than 19,000 season 
fliers in Circus programs for the 
first two weeks of the summer, 


while Terrell has been publicizing | 


Continued from page 55 Sew | 
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Bennett says, is to see that she and 
| the other members of her “Sa- 
brina” package are not victimized. 
What kind of a‘contract, she asks, 


would require one party to accept 
| the other’s compliance without 
' verification? 


(General practice in star con- 
|tracts for Broadway and the road 
calls for a guarantee, plus a per- 
centage of the.gross rather than the 
net. On deals in which the talent 
jalso gets a share of the profits, 
the management customarily sup- 
plies regular—either monthly or 
weekly—financial statements from 
the accountant.—Ed.) 





London, Aug. 10. 


(figures denote premiere dates) 
After the Ball, Globe (6-10-54). 
Airs Shoestring, Royal Ct. (4-22-53). 
Angels In Love, Savoy (2-11-54). 


It’s being freely predicted among | Copeland, 


barn managers that Miss Bennett | fices the words to put across the} 
will never be able to get guest} music. 


erie .,.| However, the others do better | 
actress has indicated that she isn’t! and the lyrics sung by Kaye Bal-| ADVANCE AGENTS ! 

| lard as Helen, Stephen Douglass | 
Her immediate intention, Miss as Ulysses, and Bibi Osterwald as | 


to hold its quality of sophisticated 
intimacy. 

There was some question how 
this jazzed-up opera, sensational 
off-Broadway and good in a larger 
Broadway house, would fare in the 
vaster reaches of an open air, 
4,000-seater. The answer is that 
the audience liked it, and business 
should be good through its entire 
10-day run, providing Jupe Pluvius 
shows the proper respect for the 
Greco-Roman gods of the “Iliad” 
and “Oddessy.” 


This last is important, for rain 
most of today threatened to wash 
out tonight’s opening. However, 
the skies cleared at the last minute 
and no lesé than 2,900 paying cus- 
tomers showed up. With a better 
day, it would probably have been 
close to a sellout. 


Sensation of the D. C. produc- 
tion is a huge construction crane, 
hired at $100 per night, to hoist 
and lower the balloon in which 
Paris carries off Helen. The 
audience broke into applause and 
cheers when the electric-lighted 
balioon prop suddenly appeared 
from a gully behind the Amphi- 
theatre stage and hung high in 
the night air before being lowered 
to the stage in the first act. 

Generally, the lyrics are heard 
clearly because of the good acous- 
tics and sound system of the fresh 
air theatre. Weakest in this respect 
are the words sung by Virginia 
as Penelope. All too 
frequently her high soprano sacri- 


| Lovey Mars, come through clear. 
| Principal soft spot of the musical, 


jalthough the opening audience 
| didn’t seem to notice it, is the 
| virtually complete lack of solid, 


| singable melody. When you've said 
i “Lazy Afternoon” and 
Going Home Together,’ you've said 
| it all. However, the sparkling lines 
|do an excellent camouflage job. 
Lowe. 


Moon 
(MARTIN BECK, N.Y.) 





Ten months on Broadway have 
not weakened the quality of ‘‘Tea- 
house of the August Moon.” John 
Patrick’s dramatization of the Vern 
Sneider novel, as staged by Robert 
Lewis with David Wayne and John 
Forsythe as costars, is still a de- 
lightful show. The overworked 
word “charm” is inescapably de- 
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Legit Followups 


made a distracting clatter until 
repaired, could destroy the enjoy- 
ment of the show caught last week. 

Wayne remains captivating as 
the irrepressible Okinawan inter. 

reter, carefully avoiding overplay- 
ing or leaning on the whimsy of 
the part. Forsythe, in ‘the less 
showy role of the impressionable 
captain of the occupation forces 
still adds an engaging quality to 4 
solidly vdluable performance. And 
featured holdovers Larry Gates «< 
the botanically-fanatical Army psy- 
chiatrist, and Mariko Niki as the 
geisha, are still excellent. 

In the sole important recasting 
as the colonel, Peter Hobbs is skill. 
fully persuasive, although perhaps 
lacking quite the fine pomposity 
that Paul Ford had originally. Of 
the supporting players, Harry Jack- 
son, William Hansen, Mara Kim 
and various Orientals are standout. 

Peter Larkin’s eloquent scenery 
and Noel Taylor’s costumes have 
been kept in superb condition. 
“Teahouse” is still a cinch for 
months more of smash business, 

Hobe. 


Cloudburst Floods 3 


London Legit Houses 
~ London, Aug, 10. 
Three London theatres were 
flooded by a tropical storm which 
swept the city last Friday (6). At 
the Duke of Yorks, dressingrooms 
were under water; a small dam of 
sand and sawdust kept the flood 
from the stage of the New Theatre; 
while the curtain went up at the 
Lyric, five minutes late, with a few 
puddles still on the boards. 
Earlier that week a 40-minute 
tv show, “Dreamer’s Highway” 
beamed from Lime Grove studios 
without final rehearsals because ar- 
tists, scenery and studio were 
flooded out. 














“It’s the! 


Teahouse of the August 








COMPANY MANAGERS! 


We have been serving theairical 
|| shows for over 42 years. Ours is 
if the oldest, most reliable and ex- 
if perienced transfer company on the 
West Coast! 


lle 


} 


Railrood privileges for handling 
shows and theatrical luggage. 

® Complete warehouse facilities! 

® Authorized in California. Equipped 
to transfer and haul anywhere in 
U. S.! 


@ RATES ON REQUEST! 


Atlantic Transfer Company 
GEORGE CONANT 
1100 East 5th Street 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
MUtual 8121 or OXford 9-4764 




















yet devised—and the investment with the his forthcoming “Boys From Syra- 


ee assurance of bringing substantial re- cuse’’ with some 10,000 fliers at! 
urns. 
BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. is offering Bucks. 


at this time 570,000 shares at 50c a share. 
If an established securities firm is em- 
Ployed to distribute these _ securities, 
there is an allowance of $71,250 broker- 
age commissions and $12,000 for ex- 
enses leaving $201,750 working capital. 


Both haylofts also have cooper- | 
ated on chartering buses from| 
Philadelphia by splitting rentals, | 
ene and neither house rips the other’s | 

e entire issue is sold direct, the : : , Mz , i . 
working capital is estimated at $260,000 posters down. Many times they 
A Letter of Notification under Regulation | NOtify each other of good spots to | 
A has been filed with the Securities & 
Exchange Commission. This does not : aan : 
mean that the Commission has either ap- €4 mill borrows equipment from 
proved or disapproved these securities or| the tent and vice-vers ; ; 
passed upon the completeness or accur-| ,, ‘tesies b. pes pe Also, ms 
acy of the statements in the Offering Cir courtesies are extended reciprocal- 
cular issued in connection therewith. | ly to members of both companies. 

-| All of which is possible because 
BROADWAY ANGELS, INC., DEPT. V2 !| the two operations appeal to dis- 
29 West 65th St. N. Y. 23, N. Y. 1| tinctly different crowds. Bucks 


TR 4-1815 ‘| draws the | i ; 
i Send Offering Circular without cost ' rs p bulk of its etree trem 


Current London Shows 
| 


| Cockles & Champagne, Pic’dilly (5-28-54). 
| 


snipe. In emergencies, the convert- | 


scriptive. 

As accurately demonstrated by 
the standee-limit attendanee at 
every performance since the open- 
ing last Oct. 15, the Maurice) 
Evans-George Schaefer production | 
is a boxoffice natural that has | 
been kept remarkably fresh and | 
refreshing. The playing retains the | 
illusion of spontaneity and the ef- | 
fect is irresistibly infectious. Not | 
even a mechanical failure in one | 
of the spotlight fixtures, which | 


Both Ends Meet, Apollo (6-9-54). 
Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 


Dark Light Enough, Aldwych (4-30-54). 
Day By The Sea, Haymarket (11-26-53). 
Duenna, Westminster (7-28-54). 

Folies Bergere, Pr. Wales (9-24-53). 
Guys and Dolls, Colliseum (5-28-53). 
Hippo Dancing, Lyric (4-7-54). 

1! Am a Camera, New (3-12-54). 
Intimacy At 8:30, Criterion (4-29-54). 
Joyce Grenfell, Fortune (6-2-54). 

King and 1, Drury Lane (10-8-53) 
Love Match, Vict Palace (11-10-53). 
Manor of Northstead, Duchess (4-28-54). 
Meet a Body, Duke York (7-21-54). 
Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25-52). 

Murder Story, Cambridge (7-22-54), 


Complete Mailing Service ... 


‘““TWOFER’’ 
PRODUCTIONS 


We have complete facilities for printing 
and mailing tickets and letters te promote 
“TWOFER" productions anywhere. Esti- 
mates on request, 


All Mailings Guaranteed 


THE PLAYGOER 


1238 Cherry St., Phila.7, LOcust 7-5334 














Never Too Late, Strand (6-3-54). 








Pal Joey, Princes (3-31-54). 


a een =~ 








Relations Apart, Garrick (8-3-54), 
Sabrina Fair, Palace (8-4-54). 

Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 

Salome & Prostitute, St. Mart. (7-20-54). 
Six Characters, St. Jas. (7-20-54). 
Teahouse Aug. Moon, Her Maj. (4-22-54). 
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* CHAMPAGNE Too7 


M leave New York Via Luxury Bus at 4:30 p.m. Sharp 


M Dinner ct Monte Proser’s Fabulous New Playhouse Inn oO 


M Ticket to the Premiere of ‘The Champagne Complex" at Michael Ellis’s 
Famous Bucks County Playhouse, America's Most Beavtiful Summer Theatre 

M All the Champagne You Can Drink 

M Return to New York Arriving at 12:30 a.m, 

M All inclusive price $8.95 per person... 
For Reservations ... Eldorado 5-3515 


o 
° 
o 
o 
° 






° 





i ct Die Siete. > 


Qe to wht bot oe Ot eee 


ae a | 


~~ 


\s“enall am Renal « ohusall « aa te Me ca] 


—_ 


OP wanton 


6( 








Be 


334 





—— 


N 


‘ etc.), but by a ‘Curtis subsid, the 


Wednesday, August 11, 1954 


VARIETY 





—_— 





- Literati 








ew Curtis TV Mag ) 

ouaal competition for Walter 
Annenberg's TV Guide is looming 
with plans by the Curtis empire to 
et out a magazine on tv and tele 
programming. Odd feature is that 
the mag won't be put out by 
Curtis (Satevepost, 


Publishing 
Ladies Holiday, 


Home Journal, 


Curtis Circulation Ce: of .N.. x, 
Latter nét only distributes and 
promotes the Curtis mags, but also 
handles Esquire, Coronet, Harper’s, 
Atlantic Monthly and Field & 
Stream. In roads of TV Guide 
sales on Curtis publications around 
the country is believed a factor in 
creation of the new mag. 

Format and title of the new 
venture, a weekly to sell at 15c, 
haven’t been decided yet. But pub- 
lication is planned for October, 
for distrib at first in five eastern 
markets, Boston, N. Y., Philly, 
Baltimore and Washington. Other 
markets will be added later. Mag 
will carry both local and national 
advertising. 

Editor-publisher will be Robert 
Wheeler, district sales manager for 
Curtis Circulation. anaging ed 
will be Jonathan Kiibourne, one- 


time Yank mag_ staffer who’s 
worked for Curtis Publishing 
before. 





No Squawks From Pop Lib. 

Popular Library has secured re- 
print rights on Lillian Roth’s best- 
selling autobiog, “I'll Cry Tomor- 
row.” No publication date for the 
paperback edition has been set yet, 
but it has set a January release for 
two other bestsellers. They are 
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen’s story of 
the life of Christ, “The Eternal 
Galilean,” and Saul Bellow’s Na- 
tional Book Award winner, “The 
Adventures of Augie March.” 

The Pines Publications’ subsid 
takes issue with current industry 
statements about “crises” and 
“serious problems” facing the 
paperback industry. Firm sold 35,- 
000,000 reprints last year, a record 
for PL. Topping the list were 
Ernest K. Gann’s “Island in the 
Sky” with 400,000 sold; Jay 
Richard Kennedy’s “Prince Bart,” 
400,000 and “The Loving and the 
Daring,” by Francoise Mallet, with 
600,000. Luke Short’s ‘“Ramrod” 
sold 1,000,000 copies, while Ernest 
Haycox’s “Rawhide Range” ac- 
counted for 800,000 copies. 
“There’s nothing unhealthy” about 
oa , SayS promotion chief Norman 

lil, 





TV Guide Editorial Shifts 

Lee Gottlieb, editor of the N.Y. 
edition of TV Guide, will take over 
as eastern regional editor with 
headquarters in Philadelphia, ef- 
jective Aug. 16. New regional of- 
fice will incorporate editing and 
production of the Chicago, Lake 
Ontario, Philadelphia and New) 
York State editions. 

_Sho Kaneko, formerly” produc- 
tion manager of the Chicago edi- 
tion of TV Guide, becomes produc- 
tion and art director of the east- 
ern regional office. Succeeding 
Gottlieb as editor of the N.Y. edi- 
tion is Charles Shapiro, of the na- 
tional editorial staff, 





sd ‘17. And Black’ 

17 And Black,” first novel by 
Jack Waer, former manager of the 
Clover Club, Hollywood, and cur- 
rently assistant to owner Beldon 
Katelman of El Rancho Vegas, Las 





Vegas, will be published by Viking | 
Press Sept. 10> ‘ a 
pire by Waer (who describes | 
imself as “a professional gambler | 
turned author”) is 4 mystery about | 
a gambling casino manager in- | 
volved in murders and assorted | 
Mayhem in Mexico City. 





Time's New Sports Weekly 
Sports Illustrated, Time, Inc.’s 
new 25c national sports weekly, 
nicks off with its first issue Fri- 
ri (13), with Aug. 16 dateline | 
Size of first issue is being held 
own, contrary to usual publishing 
Practice, to 144 pages plus four 
savers. Plan is to even out cus- 
; mary contrast in new mag be- 
ween ad-fat first issue and skim-| 
“a second, 

e 





but will be accompanied over 
‘© weekend 
drive including’ a radio-tv 
Campaign, 
yupicam, in five key cities of New 
aaa Los Angeles, Chicago, Wash- 
ston and St.. Louis. | 
efore first issue was due out, | 
Pet lllustrated had 350,000 sub- 
rect ons in the till, obtained by di- | 
ide any to the Time, Inc., list and | 
Well a@¢S in Time and Life, as, 
rorker. outside ads in The New| 
these Vogue and Newsweek. | 
. —" larter subscribers paid $6 | 
SCrinn,, With post-publication sub- | 
pion rates at $7.50 per. 
fic. o¢S. aiming at circulation | 
sure of 550,000, with a class mar-| 


ithat city 


ket like Fortune (250,000) in mind 
rather than mass markets like Life 
and Time (new circulation figures: 
ae and 1,900,000, respective- 


y). 

New publication is out to tap the 
American leisure market. Outfit 
toyed with idea—and finally 
turned down—of buying out Sport, 
a Macfadden monthly. Latter mag, 
incidentally, expects to gain from 
emergence of ‘Sports Illustrated. 

Time group could be wrong in 
guess on public demand, with the 
envisioned class market becoming 
the actual mass market. It hap- 
pened before, with Life in 1936. 
Circulation outstripped ad rates, 
with result that mag lost money in 
spite of putting lid on runaway 
circulation (Look, debuting a little 
later, avoided situation by running 
adless for a year until circulation 
settled). 

Besides outside contributors, 
there’s a staff of 50, most vets of 
Time, Inc., headed by two ex-Life 
men—Sid James, managing editor, 
and Dick Johnstone, assistant m.e. 
The publisher is H. H. S. Phillips 
Jr., former Time ad director. 

Subjects will include sports cars, 
clothes and art, hunting and fish- 
ing and: how-to hobbies, as well as 
the major and minor fan sports. 
There will be selective fiction. 
Each issue also will have a com- 
plete weekly guide of sports activi- 
ties for whole country, with inside 
tips on what to do, wear, see, eat 
as well as where. One feature 
developed in dummy stage (there 
were two dummy issues, last 
winter and last spring) is the 
scouting report on each football 
team in the big bowl games. 

As a publication, Sports Illus- 
trated has $1,500,000 worth of ad- 
vertising booked. Rates run from 
$3,200 for a black and white page 
to the $6,000 back cover in four 
colors (single b & w column is 
$1,200, tv-o-color page $4,000, four- 
color page $4,800). 

Idea of mag came from Howard 
Black, executive veepee of Time, 
Inc., who explored a list of proj- 
ects for Henry Luce about 18 
months ago, when tv and the cost 
escalator were clubbing the mag 
business in head and pocketbook. 
No. 1 on the list was the sport mag. 

Title, out of more than 100 sug- 
gested, was bought from Stuart 
Scheftel, who had it on-loan to 
Dell Publications (which did pub- 
lish a Sports Illustrated briefly | 
after the war). 





‘Partisan’ JTA? 

Politics reared its head in an odd 
direction last week, when the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency was 
accused of presenting one-sided 
reports and of taking a partisan 
attitude towards the Administra- 
tion. 

Charge, which the news service 
strongly denied, was made _ by 
Bernard Katzen, New York lawyer 





and consultant of the Republican 
National Committee. The JTA | 
denied any biased reporting, and | 
called Katzen’s attack “a shocking | 
assault of freedom of the press.” | 
‘Troy Pub Sells Out | 
Troy Pub. Co. which, on May 2, 
discontinued publication of the| 
wrey. ,. ¥.3 Observer-Budget, | 
leaving a city of 70,000 with only! 
the Record Papers (morning and |} 
evening), has sold all its printing | 
equipment to the Rumford (Me.) | 
Times, a daily physically wrecked | 
by a fire several weeks ago. 
Operations of Troy Pub. will} 
cease Aug. 20, when it prints for} 
the Rensselaer County Review (a| 
weekly) the final contracted edi- 
tion. The Cohoes Shopper, another 
weekly for which the company did 
the printing, has suspended. | 
Founded in 1876, the company has | 
been in the Collins family’s hands 
for many years. The late State 
Senator Michael F. Collins, a mem- 
ber of the Legislature from 1888 to 
1891 and 1894-5, was long its 
president. | 


Anti-Comics Campaign 


“Operation Book Swap” will be | 
held at the Stark County Fair, | 
Canton, O., Sept. 6-7. To help rid. 
of objectionable comic | 


books, the city will swap a $1 book | 











town newsstands, in an effort to 
diminish the demand for the wrong 
kind of comics. | 


Ed Bates Retiring | 
Edward W. Bates, member of the | 

. Y. Herald Tribune’s Capitol | 
Hill staff at Albany since 1931 and | 
a newspaperman in that city for! 
52 years, is retiring Sept. 1.| 
Governor Thomas E. Dewey, in a} 
letter on his retirement, wrote, | 
“During all of our years here to-| 
gether in Albany, you have repre- 
sented a solid rock of integrity, ac-| 


curacy and f 
Pegs ile - airness in reporting 


‘ Bates also has moderated a 


weekly meet-the-press type of pro-| 1 


gram from the Capitol over WOKO 
during the legislative season. His 
wife, Marie Tommaney Bates, is 
also a legislative correspondent. 


Ironton (O.) Receivership 

Attorney Wayne L. Elkins named 
receiver for the Ironton (O.) Pub- 
lishing Co., publishers of the Iron- 
ton Courier, which suspended as 
a daily July 26, after 13 months of 
existence. ; 

Mrs. Fronia Sexton, president of 
the company, and operator of sev- 
eral theatres in Ironton and Ash- 
land, Ky., as well as owner of 
much downtown real estate, is 
awaiting trial on charges of em- 
bezzling more than $114,000 from 
the Citizens National Bank of Iron- 
ton. She resigned as president of 
=, bank after the charges were| 
made. 











Alma Mammy Honors 

The new journalism building at 
Indiana U., Bloomington, Ind., to 
be dedicated in October, will be 
known as Ernie Pyle Hall. One of 
the main rooms of the building will 
be named for Don. Mellett, the 
Canton (O.) editor who was as- 
sassinated in 1926 for an editorial 
campaign against underworld and 
police collusion there. 

Both Pyle and Mellett were for- 
mer students at Indiana U., where 
both served as editor of the Daily | 
Student, campus newspaper. | 





Granik’s Column 

Theodore Granik, moderator of 
the radio-tv “Youth Wants To 
Know” NBC program; which he 
produces in cooperation with the 
national public relations division 
of the American Legion, is syndi- 
cating a similarly titled column. It 
bears the same title. 

Granik is moderating the nation- 
ally syndicated column which at- 
tempts to answer a wide variety 
of questions by experts. 


A ‘Phrase Finder’ That Works 

A modern Thesaurus is “The 
Phrase Finder” by J. I. Rodale, | 
author of “The Word Finder” etc., | 
in collaboration with Dr. Edward | 
J.-Fluck, former Muhlenberg Col- | 
lege instructor, and published by 
the author’s Rodale Press, Emmaus, | 
Pa. It is a giant $6.95 book, over | 
1,300 pages, and truly “three books | 
in one,” as it is heralded, combin- | 
ing the functions of a ‘“‘Name Word | 
Finder,” a “Metaphor Finder” and | 
a book-within-a-book of ‘“‘Sophisti- | 
cated Synonyms.” 

It is keyed for utilitarian use in | 
newspaper offices, for writers, et | 
al., and combines the icky with the | 
modern definitions, so that its) 
functional purpose is keyed to em- | 
brace all facets and periods of | 
usages for authoring, public speak- | 
ing, and the like. Abel. | 











CHATTER 

Martin Abramson is doing an! 
article on Audrey Hepburn for, 
Cosmopolitan. 

Len Leon, former art director 
of True mag, joined Argosy in a 
similar capacity. 

Dell Pub’s comic book based on 
“King Richard and the Crusaders” 
has hit the 1,000,000 mark. 

Gene Fowler’s new book, “Whirl- 
wind,” deals with oldtime greats 
among newspaper reporters. 

Hy Gardner, N.Y. Herald Trib- | 
une columnist, will. pen monthly 
entertainment columns for Bold 
and Tempo mags. 

Helen Gould is rewriting the 
Fred Shev:n comedy, “His High- | 
ness, the Bachelor,” into a four- 
part magazine serial. 

Hedda Hopper skedded for a’ 
Texas gab tour; San Antonio Nov. 

; matinee and night dates Nov. 4 
at the Coronet, Dallas. 

Gold Medal Books on Sept. 2 
will publish a novel, ‘“Smash-Up;” | 
by Theodore Pratt, dealing with, 
the auto accident problem. 

Legit pressagent Anthony But-| 
titta planed to Italy last week to 
spend the fall and winter com- 
pleting a new novel, ‘Love's a 
Five-Letter Word.” 

Ben Simcoe completed a novel, 
“Once Upon the Tiber,’’. dealing 
with shoestring film producers in 
Rome before major companies in- 
vaded that territory. 

“My Philadelphia Father” by 
Cordelia Drexel Biddle (Mrs. T. 


by a promotional | for any 10 crime and horror comic | Markoe Robertson in private life), 
spot | books. After that, copies of the $1 | as told to Kyle Crichton, is the} 
handled by. Young & | books will be featured in down- | story of Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, 


which Doubleday will publish this 
fall. 

August issue of Harper’s Bazaar 
has devoted 10 pages of special | 
fashions in color on Metro's “Brig- | 
adoon” in a tieup in which the film 
company is conducting a contest 
for department stores. Five trips 
to Scotland will be the winning 
prize award. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt Jr. back to 
his Reno ranch to edit the Europe | 
54 footage he shot in preparation | 
for his next fall and winter's lec- 
ture tour. Films mostly covered) 


| director of the Washington office 


| be corfined to the 


the new Germany, the Scandina- 
vian countries, Switzerland, Hol- 
land, Belgium, France and Eng- 


and. 

The Nation’s Choice, Inc. char- 
tered to conduct a lending library 
and book store business at 11 East 
36th St., N.Y. C. Directors are 
W. Montgomery Jackson. and 
Thomas Yoseloff, 11 East 36th St.; 
Murray MacElhinny, 49 Wall St. 
Satterlee, Warfield & Stephens, 49 
Wall St., filing attorneys. 

George H. Maines, member of 
the National Press Club Post, ap- 
pointed chairman of the American 
Legion’s 1954 convention press 
committee. James Harte. former 
D. C. newspaperman, named chair- 
man of the public relations com- 
mittee for the confab which will 
be held in Washington starting 
Aug. 29. . 
ArWood J. Ruttenber, publicity 


of the N.Y. State Commerce Dept. 
and former D.C. correspondent for 
the Buffalo Evening News, is re- 
signing the former post Aug. 15 to 
become city hall reporter for the 
Sarasota (Fla.) News. He joined 
the State Commerce Dept. as a 
$9,000-a-year p.r. consultant in 
1951, after serving as publicist for 
the Republican State Committee in 
Albany from 1949. 


Ike-Gabinet Film 


=n Continued from page 1 


filmed in a two-minute report 
from the White House, and Vice 
President Nixon, each of the 10 
members of the Cabinet will give 
90-second talks on the record of 
his own executive department. 
House GOP leaders Sneaker Mar- 
tin and Charles Halleck (R., Ind.), 
participate jointly in a 2-minute 
report, and the two top Senatorial 
leaders, William F. Knowiard of 
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~ Writer Union 


=m Continued from page 2 saad 


reorganization within the Authors 
League of America.” he said. “TWA 
has helped to do it over,” but that 
the change wasn’t complete. 

There’s obvious industry-wide 
concern for the outcome of the 
scribbler consolidation. Every 
event that has taken place, from 
the recent abertive strike by TWA 
against the three tele networks, to 
plans for the realignment of the 
writers’ unions, has brought quer- 
ies to the office of RWG on “what 
does this mean to us?” 

Meetings will be held on both 
coasts Aug. 25 by the components 








Writer’s Cramp 

Executives in New York ad- 
vertising agencies and net- 
works are already expressing 
mild pique at the confusion of 
titles between the new Writers 
Guild of America. (screen, 
radio, tv scribes) and the 40- 
year old Authors League of 
America (book, magazine and 
stage scribes). 

Both titles are regarded as 
too “generic” and too sweep- 
ing. Newcomers and foreigners 
just aren’t going to be able 
to distinguish the League of 
Authors from the Guild of 
Writers. It’s argued that the 
areas in which the new Guild 
will operate should be_ re- 
flected in its title. 

American Radio, Television 
and Screen Writers ‘ARTS) 
had been proposed earlier this 
year and executives (who have 
no vote, natch) tended to ap- 
preciate that name as keeping 





California, and Styles Bridges of 
New Hampshire wili talk about the 
legislation on their side of Capi- 
tol Hill. Individual candidates will 
adapt the short to their own use 
with two minute endings contain- 
ing their film statements. 
Although adaptable to tv, feel- 
ing is that much of impact of film 
would be lost in transference to 
black and white. 
member, for example, will be pre- 
ceded by shots of the department 
seal plus such added color shcts 
as that of the American flag. Since 
most people are not even aware 
that there is such a thing as spe- 
cial seals for each major agency 
of government, let alone having 


seen them, the effect of the full 


color should be sock. The Presi- 


dential seal and flag, too. would | 


lose much of its drama sans color. 
as would some of the background 
shots. In addition, the cost of the 
half-hour tv time may be a stum- 
bling block in many areas. 

Film will not be offered to the 
networks, and use is expected to 
local level. 
Since it is the first time that the 


President, the Vice President, the | 
|entire Cabinet and party leader- 


ship have ever appeared in one 
film in individual statements, dis- 
tribution is expected to be nation- 
wide and intense. Cost of prints is 
paid by individual members. 








Anonymous Unanimous 
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of either slitting her throat or join- 
ing the French Foreign Legion. 
To forestall either of these fail- 
ures, at the approach of any famil- 
iar unknown, I usually take two 


| giant steps in front of the little | 
lady, and while we are talking I | 


ignore her as though she were 
Senator Symington at a McCarthy 
Rally. 

Once I really hit the jackpot. 
The little woman I was with re- 
fused to get lost, While I was mak- 
ing desperate conversation, with 


| Mr. Unknown, he suddenly opened 


up a leather cigaret case and of- 
fered me a Lucky. On the case I 
caught a fast glimpse of a gold- 


stamped name “Charles Martin.” | 


I felt like Balboa when he first 
came upon the Pacific Ocean. No 
reason now immediately to men- 
tion his name. I toyed with him, 
and then at a certain moment casu- 
ally said, “‘That’s just the way I 
feel—Chuck.” After that I leisure- 
ly said, “Oh, Charley, incidentally, 
I would like you to meet the girl 
I'm with...” Yep... you guessed 
it ... 1 forgot her name. 

P.S. It looks like my troubles on 


| this score are over. I just made my 
\first recording “The Senator Mc- 


Carthy, Chairman Mundt, McClel- 
lan, Potter, Senator 
Blues.” After listening to this rec- 
ord I’m certain from now on no- 
body will remember me! 


Each Cabinet | 


Dirksen | 


things clear. 
———— | 


|'of WGA to put the stamp on the 
| constitution. An RWG exec con- 
, sidered the East Coast approval of 
the new organization (to be divided 
;into Eastern and Western corpora- 
| tions) would come simply since 
_ there were few causes for dissen- 
tion. 

On the West Coast. however, 
,there are many problems, chief 
iamong them the undercurrent of 
|; personal animosity between some 
| TWA members and those of the 
SWG. Another very important is- 
|}sue that might arise, according to 
| observers in the East, is that SWG 
|might “veer away since it figures 
,it doesn’t need the other union 
| groups.” 

May Bolhower. executive secre- 
itary of Radio Writers Guild, has 
i been axed in accordance with the 
| Authors League decision to dis- 
|solve the former group on Sept 1. 
The femme staffer was defi- 
nitely given notice in a letter 
| this week from RWG veep Nelson 
Sykes, who expressed hope she'd 
| join WGA. 


Dior’s 2-D KO 
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| designed four themes: each for a 
| different type of woman—the Paris 
| girl, the Vamp, the Cat, and the 
Dazzling Creature. It is calculated 
to please women of all shapes. 

Hubert de Givenchy shortens suit 
jackets to the limit and dresses 
women like Marie Antoinette 
shepherdesses in the evening. The 
Versailles film of Sacha Guitry in- 
spired many designers. Givenchy’s 
mad little hats, hoods, bonnets 
amused everybody. 

Pierre Balmain’s “Jolie Madame 
de France” line is typical of the 
sophisticated elegance of France, 
It is simple: no gadgets and good 
| balance. Much tweed. “The tweed 
woman” has an important place in 
all collections. 

Jean Desses picked all the reds 
of summer flowers for his cheerful 
opening, and new designer Mare 
| Bohan injected fresh vigor into the 
staid house of Patou. 

Despite the interest aroused by 
the other showings, the Dior re- 
bellion remained the burning issue 
and created a state of panic on both 
sides of the Atlantic. Dress manu- 
facturers who had no intention of 
coming to Paris, dropped every- 
thing and rushed over by the first 
plane. But the ones who are really 
|erying are the bra and falsie boys. 

Who will win? The aggressive or 
the retiring bosom? Marilyn or 

Dior? Latter is giving no inter- 
views: he has fled to his hideout in 
Cannes leaving his commandment 
unchanged: “Eight inches from the 
shoulder seams!” Meanwhile, all 
i'the women of Paris are checking 

“the ideal distance” with their 
; tape-measures, 


; 
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Mildred Shagal, concert exec 
with Kenneth Allen Associates, 
flying to Europe next week for a 
holiday. 

Esther Williams a brief Gotham 
visitor en route to Florida for 
underwater sequences for “Jupi- 
ter’s Darling.” 

The Si Seadlers’ (Metro ad man- 
ager) son, Stephen, married a 
Swedish girl Ingrid Adolfsson over 
the weekend. ; 

Major Albert Warner occupying 
a box at the Saratoga (N.Y.) race- 
track and staying at the Gideon- 
Putnam Hotel. 

Miami theatre and tv station 
owner Mitchell Wolfson in for a 
five-day stay after his return from 
a European trek. 

Bob Weitman, ABC-Par veepee, 
and his wife, Sylvia, left last week 
on a brief vacation to visit their 
children in several different sum- 
mer camps. 

Ben Piermont, former vaude 
booker and brother of NBC-TV’s 
Sid Piermont, resting comfortably 
at Beth Israel Hosp following an 
appendectomy. 

ne of the two Bronx 16-year 
olds who eloped on a $5,000 spree 
is Deborah Anne Fine, whose father 
David is manager of the Stanley 
Theatre, Bronx, N. Y 


UA foreign chief Arnold Picker 
back from a three-week Mexican 
trek. Leonard Pearlman, South 
African manager, in for homeof- 
fice confabs. 


Miroslava, Latin-American star, 
in from the Coast after completing 
co-starring role with Joel McCrea 
in UA’s “Stranger on Horseback.” 
She’s on her way to Europe to 
attend the Venice Film Festival. 


Judy Garland in from the Coast 
on a one-day quickie en route to 
Paris and a vacation abroad, ac- 
companied by husband, Sid Luft, 
producer of “A Star Is Born,” 
which Miss Garland just completed 
for Warners. 


Correspondance courses for juve 
performers and children of per- 
formers, living out of a trunk, are 
being offered again by Calvert 
School, Baltimore, now in its 50th 
year. It numbers among its stu- 
dents acrobats, tooters, terpers and 
an elephant trainer—all of grade 
school age. 


Harry E. Gould back from Holly- 
wood and Chi quickie, picking up 
his son Peter in a Colorado camp 
en route, where the 12-year-old 
had been vacationing. Harry Jr., 
16, due back next week from a 
European = student-tourist-conduct- 
ed tour. 


CBS execs Seymour Mintz, presi- 
dent of CBS-Columbia Inc., bought 
a 10-room dwelling in Stamford, 
and CBS veepee Edward L. Saxe 
bought a seven-room house, on a 
nine-acre tract, in Westport. Sid 
Caesar’s tv scripter Mel Tolkin 
purchased a nine-room house in 
Eastchester, N. Y. 


Fire Island 


By Mike Gross 

Tom Rogers, Metro’s radio-tv 
contactman, recuperating at Point 
O’Woods. 

Helen Baron at Ocean Beach in 
between chores for Robert Dana’s 
DuMont show. 

Gabe Rubin, manager of the 
Nixon Theatre, Pittsburgh, in for 
a two-day stay. 

Theatre owner Wilbur Snaper 
and wife Eleanor Kilgallen staying 
at Ocean Bay Park. 

Columbia Pictures’ _ publicity 
chief Al Rylander weekending with 
the Lester Gottliebs. 

Choreographer Bob Fosse and 
wife Joan McCracken became home 
owners at Fire Island Pines. 

Scrabbling foursome on_ the 
beach: Dave Garroway, Lou 
Melamed, Henry White and Lloyd 
Leipsig. 

Gerald Price, who’s going into 
“Fanny,” and his wife, comedienne 
Sylvia Miles, at Dave Alexander’s. 

Among the weekenders: Stage 
designer Leo Kerz, arranger Jimmy 
Mundy, conductor Samuel Matlow- 
sky, thesp Gilbert Green and music 
publisher Morty Palitz. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 

(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) 

Charlie Beal switching from Cal- 
vados to Mars Club. 

Sue Stanley, American singer, 
clicking at Dinarzade. 

Pre-war U. S. pic, “Boots Ma- 
lone” (Col), into Cinema D’Essai. 

Olympia starts monthly bills in 
September instead of the usual 
two-week runs. 

Harold Clurman and Robert Jo- 
seph here after legit producing 
chores in London. 

Marlene Dietrich, here for re- 


stint in “Catch A Thief” (Par). 

Jacques Chabassol, young film 
find, who registered in Julien Duvi- 
vier flicker, ‘“Maurizius Affair,” 
inked for big role in Christian 
Jaque pic of Emile Zola’s “Nana.” 

Morey Amsterdams, vacationing 
through Europe, met up at Cannes 
with the Gordon Irvings (VARIETY 
mugg in Scotland), also on a pleas- 
ure trek through France and Italy. 

Society of Authors here giving 
Paule Rolle, directress of Gymnase 
Theatre, the go-ahead for rehears- 
als on Marc-Gilbert Sauvajon’s 
adaptation of Somerset Maugham’s 
“Theatre” to play this house next 
season. 

Elvire Popesco off on a tour of 
the French resort centers with an 
old legit fave of hers, “Ma Cousine 
De Varsovie’ (My Warsaw Cousin) 
until the opening next season in 


Paris of Jean Cocteau’s “La 
Machine Infernale.” 
Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 

Metro Kino, still showing “Quo 
Vadis” (M-G), registered the 100,- 
000th visitor. 

State Opera basso Karl Doench 
going to Buenos Aires after Salz- 
burg festivals. 

Record run of “Teahouse” in 
Josefstadt continues. Now past 
60th performance. 
Austrian-German film exchange 
treaty for 1955 favors Germany 
with 95 against 15. 

O. . Fischer will direct the 
film, “Smiling’ God,” in Munich, 
his first megging job. 

Marcel Prawy produced “South 
Pacific” on American sponsored 
Red-White-Red network. 

Tenor Kurt Wehofschitz inked 

by Rio de Janeiro Opera House 
for 12 appearances this fall. 
State and city agreed to set up 
a monument in Burg Garten for 
the late writer, Hugo von Hof- 
mannsthal. 

Austrian Guenther Philipp in 
Munich to star in Gloria produc- 
tion of Franz Lehar’s operetta, 
“Zarewitsch.” 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Jeno Mate, former actor in “Sta- 
lag 17,” turned gypsy troubador at 
Encore Room. 

Manger chain, which took over 
Hotel Allerton, spending $70,000 
in remodeling its supper club. 

Kay, George and Jon Paderew- 
ski, musical family team that sold 
its Florida restaurant, clicking big 
at Alcazar Hotel’s club. 

Frankie Laine as guest vocalist 
with Cleveland Summer Symphony 
pulled boffo biz for last week’s 
pop concert in Public Hall. 

Hollenden’s Vogue Room 
dropped floor show, giving George 
Duffy’s band a seven-week vaca- 
tion until mid-September. Slump 
in biz, caused by paucity of con- 
ventioners, and need to redecorate 
club given as reasons for sharp 
curtailment. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Alice Freer, local radio femme- 
caster, named to high post in dis- 
trict’s Juvenile Court. 

Mutual news commentator Gun- 
nar Back off on tour of Europe as 
soon as Congress adjourns. 

Washington native son and so- 
cialite Woody Morgan, a recent 
click at New York’s Warwick Hotel, 
current singer at Hotel Shoreham 
Terrace with the “12 Enchanted 
Violins” and Barnee orch. 

Connee Boswell a click in Casino 
Royal nitery stint in past week. 

Natonal Theatre boss Edmund 
Plohn recuperating in a local hos- 
pital after becoming ill en route 
from Europe. 

Maxim Lowe, vet talent booker 
of Shoreham Hotel, planning to re- 
turn to work on limited schedule 
after serious illness, 


Honolulu 


By Walt Christie 

Jane Froman back to California 
after 12-day vacation. 

King Sisters due in for run at 
South Seas, Waikiki nitery. 

Joe Maize and his Cordsmen 
continuing to draw crowds to Lau 
Yee Chai. 

Royal Hawaiian Hotel, fanned by 
brisk breeze of competition, heav- 
ily plugging its Surf Room Sunset 
Hour. Music is by Honey Kalima 
and his Boys. 

Artie Shaw, Norman Granz, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Buddy Rich, Jerry 
Colonna, Georgia Henry, John 
Lewis, Benny Reyes and publicist 
Arthur Shurgin in for a brief stop- 
over on San Francisco-bound flight 





from Australia, 


By the Sea” for one night because 
of sudden illness, of his wife, 
Meriel Forbes. 

Abbey Simon, American pianist, 
featured player in Jubilee season 
of Royal Albert Ha]ll Promenade 
Concerts Aug. 2, 

Thornton Wilder’s “The Match- 
maker” is to be produced at the 
Edinburgh Festival with Ruth Gor- 
don in the lead. 

Tommy Trinder to make his 
debut in ice shows when he stars 
in Claude Langdon’s “Cinderella 
on Ice” atthe Empress Hall Dec. 2. 

Harry Foster due back from 
two-week vacation Aug. 13. He is 
rushing back from France a week 
earlier because of sudden deals 
which have cropped up. 

Michael Bentine, currently play- 
ing the Moss Empire theatres, 
signed by David N. Martin to play 
12 to 18 months on vaudeville tour 
of Australia opening Oct. 25. 

Noel Coward to begin a series 
of five half-hour broadcasts Aug. 
20. Titled “Words and Music,” it 
features Joyce Grenfell, Graham 
Payn and Victoria Campbell. 

Roger Livesey stars in “Keep in 
a Cool Place,” a Scottish comedy. 
by William Templeton, due at the 
Saville Aug. 17. Play is being di- 
rected by Jevan Brandon-Thomas 
for William Sherwood. 

Benjamin Britten’s new opera, 
“The Turn of the Screw,” is to 
preem in Venice next month before 
its debut at Sadler’s Wells early 


in October. It will be presented by 


the English Opera Group. 

Despite warm reception by audi- 
ence and press, ‘““‘The Wooden Dish” 
is in the red for $17,000 since its 
opening July 27 at the Phoenix. 
To keep from folding, the cast has 
offered to cut its salaries to a mini- 
mum. 

Val Parnell booked Tommy 
Trinder, who has just returned 
from Australia after two years, for 
entire Moss Empires tour. Trinder 
is lining up a vaudeville unit and 
may be ready to open late this 
month. 

Orch leader Percy Faith arrived 
in London last week for a 10-day 
vacation as part of a seven-week 
tour of Europe. He broadcast an 
interview, and aiso conducted the 
orchestra, with the BBC Show 
Band Mon. (9). 

Morton Fraser and His Har- 
monica Gang make their first ap- 
pearance at the Palm _ Beach 
Casino, Cannes, Aug. 14. After two 
weeks, combo returns to England 
to resume Moss Empires dates. 
Gang also booked to play return 
dates in Paris this fall. 

William Dieterle reached town 
with his production staff to estab- 
lish permanent headquarters of 
Republic Pictures in Munich. 
Yvonne de Carlo, Rhonda Fleming 
and Rita Gam signed by Herbert 
J. Yates for leads in “The Magic 
Fire,” the story of Wagner, which 
rolls in Germany Sept. 1L 


Havana 


By Jay Mallin 

Miguelito Valdez at Tropicana. 
: Work begun on the Habana Hil- 
on. 

New daily, Diario Nacional, to 
begin publication soon. 

Huge - economic development 
plan okayed by cabinet includes 
funds for building three new film 
studios. 

“Night People” (20th) at the 
Trianon and Payret while “Execu- 
tive Suite’ (M-G) is at the Mira- 
mar and Rodi. 

The government reports that the 

National Theatre, including two 
large auditoriums, will be com- 
pleted next May. 
* Cuban press reports that John 
Ford may direct a CinemaScoper 
here as a co-production with Cuban 
group and 20th-Fox. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal V. Cohen 

Dolly. Artnak left iceshow at An- 
kara to rejoin the rehearsing “Ice 
Cycles.” 

Tommy Riggs back and would 
like to settle down in the old home 
town again. . 

Harry Belafonte booked for re 
turn date at Vogue Terrace week 
of Sept. 20. 

Wolfe Kaufman finished p.a. job 
with summer opera company and 
went back to N., Y. 

Variety Club’s annual banquet 
will be held this year Nov. 21 at 
William Penn Hotel. 


Nat Nazzaro and his wife, Marge, 
bought a new ranch type house in 
the Oakhurst district. 

Jake Soltz. owner of Rumba The- 
atre, around again after serious ill- 
ness of several months. 





Ralph Pielow, Metro manager, 





Joe W. Walker 

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Kelly in 
audience at Warner Theatre Thurs- 
day night as “Rear Window” was 
given first resort showing, with 
their daughter, Grace Kelly, in one 
of leads. : 

Harlem Globetrotters attracted 
5,000 at $3.50 top meeting U. S. 
Stars in benefit for Olde Tymers 
Club’s Youth Assistance Fund at 
outdoor Bader Field stadium Fri- 
day (6) night. 

Frank Keenan back into Paddock 
International. 

Paradise, Sugar Hill, and Cotton 
Club, three sepia night spots, all 
going strong. 

Wayne & Fontaine extra attrac- 
tion in Mayflower’s Holiday Room. 

Vaughn Monroe into Steel Pier 
vaude Sunday (8), with Artie Dann, 
Wazzon troupe, Four Kovacs, Frank 
Ross and Anita La Pierre. 

Ralph Marterie orch in Marine 
ballroom. 


South Africa 
By Arnold Hanson 

Danny Kaye’s “Knock on Wood” 
(Par) is breaking records in South 
Africa. 

Maurice Schwartz has started a 
tour of South Africa with I. J. 
Slingers’ “The Brothers’ Ash- 
kerazi.” 

Dame Sybil Thorndyke here en 
route to Australia. On her return, 
she will play a short season in 
Capetown. 

The Sadler Wells Ballet Co., just 
completed touring South Africa. 
It played to packed houses in 
nearly every spot. 

Brian Brooke Theatrical Co., do- 
ing nice biz with a number of 
plays, including ‘What Anne 
Brought Home,” “Fallen Angels” 
and “For Better or For Worse.” 


Berlin 


By Hans Hoehn 

John Brahm will direct the Occi- 
dent film, “Die Goldene Pest.” 

Josephine Baker and Charles 
Trenet signed for two Berlin pix 
this summer. 

“Caine Mutiny” (Col) declared 
valuable by the West German Cen- 
sorship Board. 

William Dieterle is reported like- 
ly to make a biopic on Richard 
Wagner in Germany, 

Katharine Dunham’s Ballet 
signed by CCC and Gloria to ap- 
pear in “Gloria Star Parade 1954.” 

Karl Stepanek returned to Ber- 
lin after an absence of 15 years. 
A British national, he has a role in 
“Prize of Gold.” 

The Templehof Air Base used 


“Tr 


film, “A Prize of Gold,” starring 
Richard Widmark. 

American Forces Network in 
Berlin last Wednesday (4) cele- 
brated its ninth anniversary of 
bringing programs to the American 
community in Berlin. 


The life story of Harry Liedtke 
may be filmed by a U. S. company. 
Harry Liedtke, German screen 
star, was kiiled in 1945 when the 
Russians invaded Berlin. 


Memphis 
By Matty Brescia 

Denny Beckner to Claridge Ho- 
tel’s Magnolia Roof for two weeks. 

Gene Plumsted supervising pro- 
gram operations at WMPS, Mem- 
phis ABC outlet, 

Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey 
circus pencilled in at the Fair- 
conae fer second week in Octo- 

er. 

Ray Pearl orch along with Mem- 
phis warbler Betty Kelly at Pea- 
body Hotel Plantation Roof for two 
weeks, 


Mike Korber, radio-tv flacker 
and now heading up his own Kor- 
ber Associates out of Miami, in 
town visiting outlets. 

Theona Bryant, New York model, 
in town with a mobile museum 
hypoing “The Egyptian,” skedded 
for a September showing at the 
downtown Malco. 


Marguerite Piazza shuttled back 
here from a tv appearance with the 
Dorsey Bros. to the weekly concert 
at the Overton Park Shell. Sing- 
er is Mrs. Bill Condon, wife of the 
American Snuff exec here. 


Charles McElravy just returned 
from Auditorium manager’s con- 
clave on West Coast and again 
elected national sec-treasurer. The 
Memphis showman has_ booked 





Sonja Henie’s ice show here for 
week of Noy, 17. 


for location shots in the Warwick |* 





from minor. surgery. 

Phil Carey and Kim Novak east 

5 ye ceed Selpeteline 
u Greenspan df 
a checkup a observation. mo 

Arthur Lubin checked in at U] 
after three weeks in England. 

Ann Blyth named queen of the 
Sheriff’s Champtonship Rodeo. 

Tony Curtis to Chicago for 
“Black Shield of Falwdfth” preem, 

Joe Kirkwood and Cathy Downs 
= town after an eastern plugging 
our. 

Thelma Ritter in from N.Y. for 
ne preem of “Rear Win- 

ow.” 

Yul Brynner in from San Fran- 
cisco for huddies with Cecil B. 
DeMille. 

Barbara Ayres joined the Bob 
Brandies Agency as an associate 
and treasurer. 

Harold Wirthwein returned from 
tour of Allied Artists exchanges in 
the Northwest. 

Sam Israel returned to his Uni- 
versal desk after nearly two 
months of illness. 

Douglas Kennedy left for Alaska 
to start his role in Lindsley Par- 
sons’ ‘‘Ketchikan.”’ 

Elroy Hirsch completed “Un- 
chained” and rejoined the Rams 
for his ninth grid season. 

Milly Vitale arrived from Rome 
for her role in “Eddie Foy and the 
Seven Little Foys.” 

Jerry Pickman checked in at 
Paramount for studio huddles with 
Y. Frank Freeman and Don Hart- 


man, 
Chicago 


Ben Hecht here to tub-thump 
new tome, “Child of a Century.” 
Mimi Benzell current in “Show 


Boat” at Highland Park Music 
Theatre. 
Singer Jacquelyn Burtell to 


Greenland and Iceland to enter- 
tain troops. 

Al Slavin, formerly with Leo 
Salkin agency, opened own office 
here last week. 

Horace McMahon here last week 
to bally “Susan Slept Here,” cur- 
rent at the Woods. 

Playwrights Theatre Club drew 
rave notices from daily critics for 
“Tempest,” in Shakespearean fes- 
tival, which winds up wit: “Romeo 
and Juliet” next week. 

Mrs. Elliott Fishman, who owns 
Virgin Isle Hotel in St. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands, in Chicago for two 
weeks visiting family of Lou 
Mindling, William Morris topper 
here. 

George Simon rejoined VaRIETyY’s 
Chi staff, replacing Vic Wilmot 
who goes to Recordland Magazine. 

Dave O’Malley, George Gobel’s 
personal manager, in town for 
comic’s Palmer House opening 
Aug. 12. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Aaron Frankel to direct John D. 
Hess’ new comedy, “The Facts of 
Life,” which preems Sept. 13 at 
Bucks Playhouse. Albert Selden 
and Mort Gottlieb may ship it to 
B’way. 

Down to Proser’s palatial place 
recently were Charlie Ruggles, 
George MacCready, columnist 
Louis Sobol and his boss. George 
Hearst, William Inge and Harold 
Clurman. 

Down to the Playhouse this week 
were Ralph Alswang, scene de- 
signer; Elaine Perry, producer of 
“King of Hearts”; Bella and Sam 
Spewack, Jack Pearl, Joey Faye. 
Carl Byran, story editor, and Carl 
Reiner. 

John Gerstad, who directed “The 
Automobile Man” last week at 
Bucks, to work “The Champagne 
Party,” new Leslie Stevens 
comedy, which bows at Bucks Aug. 
23. Patricia Smith and Elliott Reid 
have two of three roles in show. 


San Diego 
By Donald Freeman 

Nelson Eddy signed for return 
date at Top’s in September. - 

Irving Granz’s “Jazz a la Carte, 
featuring units of Dave Brubeck 
Shorty Rogers and Chet Baker, 
drew well at Russ Auditorium con- 
cert. 

Maxie Rosenbloom and team of 
Cross and Dunn, prepping come- 
back, entertained at annual press 
party before Del Mar race track- 
opening. 

Brian Aherne appeared at preem 
of “About Mrs. Leslie” at new 
Capri Theatre, benefit being held 
for San Diego Girls Club spon- 
sored by The San Diego Union. ‘al 

National Shakespeare Festiva 
opened at Old Globe Theatre un- 
der Craig Noel’s direction. In rep 
style, six-week festival includes 
“Othello,” “Twelfth Night,” “Mer- 
chant of Venice,” 
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PAUL SMALL 
Paul Small, 45, New York and 
Hollywood agent, died of a heart 
attack Aug. 6 in New York. 
Details in the vaude section. 





COLETTE 

sidonie Gabrielle. Colette, 81, 
one of the foremost French novel- 
ists who wrote under her last 
name. died Aug. 3 in Paris. She 
was probably best known in the 
U. S. for her novel, “Gigi,” which 
was done as a French film in 1950 
and the following year adapted for 
Broadway by Anita Loos. Colette 
personally chose Audrey Hepburn 
to appear in the legiter, which was 
the actress’ first major assignment. 

Colette, whose output included 
50 novels and numerous short | 
elected the first’! 





over 
stories, was 


woman president of the Goncourt | 8° 


Academy. Her literary career be- | 
gan when she married music critic 
Henri Gauthier-Villars, who also 
turned out books under the name 
of Willy. While with him she wrote 
the “Claudine” novels, which he’ 
edited and sent out under his own 
name 

Colette later became a music 
hall dancer, a drama critic, politi- 





cal writer, fashion critic and 
author of a column on cooking. In 
1920 she wrote “Cheri,” which she 
dramatized and in Which she 
plaved the major role. Her novels 
included ‘‘La Wagabonde,’’ 


“Renee.” the “Caroline” series and | 


“L’ingenue Libertine.” 


Colette divorced her first hus- | 


band. Gauthier-Villars, and mar- 
ried Henri de Jouvenel, a news 
editor, with that union also ending 
in divoree. In 1935 she married 
Maurice Goudeket. She had a 
daughter by her second marriage. 


LUCIEN MURATORE 

Lucien Muratore, 76, French 
operatic tenor, died July 16 in 
Paris. A former-member of the 
Chicago Opera Co., he was born 
in Marseilles and made his initial 
stage appearances as an actor at 
the Varietes in Paris and the 
Monte Carlo Casino. He acted for 
a time with Sarah Bernhardt and 
in 1902 made his operatic debut at 
the Opera Comique and sang at 
that theatre for the next ten years. | 

In 1913, Muratore made his 
debut with the Chicago Opera and 
left the company the following 
year to serve with the French 
Army. He returned to the com- 
pany during the 1915-16 season 
and remained until 1922. He sang 
at the Metropolitan Opera House 
with the Chicago troupe, but was 
not a member of the Met. He also 
appeared in Boston and at the 
Teatro Colon in Buenes Aires. 

His wife survives, 


. ZACK TERRELL 

Zack Terrell, 75, retired circus 
showman, died Aug. 5 in the Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, Minn., after an 
illness of several years. The last 
show owned by Terrell, who began 
his career in 1904 as a peanut and 
popcorn hawker for John Robin- 
son’s Circus, was the Cole Bros. 
Circus, which he sold in 1948 for 
a reported $350,000. He gave up 
his Louisville home and retired to 
his birthplace in Owensboro, Ky. 

In 1908, Terrell joined the Hag- 
enbeck-Wallace Shows and in 1912 
switched to the Howes-London Cir- 
cus. The following year he man- 
aged a Howes-London subsid, San- 
£er’s Greater European Circus. In 
1919 he bought an interest in the 
Sells-Floto Circus. The Ringling 
Bros. bought him out in 1919 and 
made him manager of Sells-Floto 
combined with Tom Mix, 


_ CHARLES DE LIMA 

Charles Abinon de Lima, 82, 
Playwright and former legit actor, 
died Aug.’8 in Nice, France. Born 
in Brooklyn, he acted in character 
roles and penned such plays as 
John Curtis,” “Rouge et Noir” 
and “Vingt et Un.” 

De Lima was also known as a 
Play doctor and was ene of the 
oldest members of The Lambs, 
Having joined that org in 1908. He 
‘ved in France for the last 25 
van and frequently visited the 











me, wife, the former Florence 
juchard, Paris fashion editor for 
'¢ Woman’s Home Companion, 


“ied two years ago. A son and a 
Caughter survive, 


r FLOYD HOLM 

m. lovd R. Holm, 43, veepee and 

Sssoctate director of radio and tv 

cf Compton Advertising Inc., died 
peritonitis Aug. 7 in New York. 
© Joined Compton a little over 


) years ago as a radio producer | 


and formerly was manager of 
“sency’s Hollywood office. 
At one time Holm was a singer, 





* member of the “Breakfast Club” 
auartet and of “Escorts and Betty” 


‘son), 


in Chicago. At Compton, he had 
been particularly associated with 
the radio production of “Truth Or 


Consequences” and later the tv 
show, ‘Fireside Theatre.” 

Wife, three daughters, his mother 
and a sister survive. 


ANNE FOLLMANN 
Anne Follmann, 41, legietv ac- 
tress, died Aug. 9 in New York. 
Mrs. Follmann playéd in repertory 
for five years at the Hedgerow 
Theatre, Moylan, Pa. She appeared 
in “The Little Foxes,” “Three Men 
Horse” and “Girls in 'Uni- 
form.” 


In 1950, poor health forced her 
to retire from the stage. She at- 
tempted to resume her. acting 
career in 1951 in “Rain” with Law- 
rence Tibbett, but was unable to 





n. 
Husband, her mother and a sister 
survive. 


: PHIL OHMAN 

Phil Ohman, 57, vet. bandleader 
and songwriter, died of a kidney 
infection Aug. 8 in. Santa Monica, 
Cal., after a long illness. He started 
his band career on the Coast in 
1934 via a stint at the Trocadero. 

Ohman later batoned at the Mo- 
cambo, Ciro’s, Beverly Hills Hotel 
and more recently at the Players 
Restaurant. Among his tunes were 
“Dream Awhile” and “Lost,” both 
of which he collabed with Johnny 
Mercer. 

Surviving are his wife, a brother, 
Ernest, former Hollywood agent, 
and another brother. 


ARTHUR RISCOE 

Arthur Riscoe, 57, top line come- 
dian for years died Aug 6. in Lon- 
don after years of ill health. He 
got his first stage chance in Aus- 
tralia, joined the army there and 
fought during the first World War. 

Apart from many successes in 
musical comedy in later years, Ris- 
coe also wrote pop songs. His last 
appearances were in “Will Any 
Gentleman?” in 1951, which he 
had to leave due to illness, and in 
the touring company of “And So 
To Bed” which terminated last 
May. 

Survived by wife and daughter. 


MRS, E. R. SCHLOSSHAUER 

Mrs. E. R. Schlosshauer, 73, 
operatic and concert singer, died 
Aug. 3 in Heidelberg, ermany, 
after a brief illness. Born in Plym- 
outh, Pa., she made her debut in 
1921 with the Chicago Opera Co. 
She later appeared in New York 
with that company. 

Mrs. Schlosshauer also appeared 
with the Staatsopera of both Ber- 
lin and Vienna and in 1931 was 
cast in the May Festival at Ann 
Arbor, Mich. In Europe she sang 
as Eleanor Schlpsshauer-Reynolds. 

A son, two sisters and a brother 
survive, 


L. G. BISSINGER 

Louis G. Bissinger, 76, retired 
veteran Texas exhibitor, died Aug. 
4 in Pasadena, Cal. He started in 
show business in Houston in 1906. 
From 1913 to 1947 he operated the 
Queen, midtown Dallas filmer. 
During that time he was also 
associated with Dallas’ early vaude 
houses, the Washington and Gaiety. 
He retired in 1947 and moved to 
the Coast. 

Survived by his wife, daughter 
and sister. 


GINO TAGLIAPIETRA 

Gino Tagliapietra, 64, Italian 
composer, died Aug. 8 in Venice, 
Italy. His best known works were 
a concerto for piano and orchestra. 
His compositions also included a 
requiem composed in 1924 and a 
ballet, “La Bella Dromante nel 
Bosco,” written in 1926. 

Tagliapietra also wrote etudes 
and shorter piano pieces and a 
cadenza for BeetIoven’s Piano 
Concerto No. 3. 


JOSEPH S. BROWNELL 
Joseph S. Brownell, 80, onetime 
treasurer of the old Harmanus 
Bleecker Hall and the Empire The- 
atres in Albany, died Aug. 5 in 
Schenectady, N. Y., after a long 

















illness. He also toured the U. S. 
as manager of "Uncle Toim’s 
Cabin.” 


Surviving are two daughters. 


GEORGE WILSON 

Alfred Ensom, 100, Britain’s old- 
est actor, professionally known as 
George Wilson, died July 30 in 
London. He _ began his acting 
career at the age of 86 after retir- 
ing from the tailoring business. 

He had appeared in_ several 
films including “Colonel Blimp,” 
“Caesar and Cleopatra” and 
“Henry V.” 


JACK SIMPSON 
Jack Simpson (Louis John Simp- 
north of England vaude 








agent, diet at Manchester, Eng., 
recently. He had been a principal 
of the Sley Agency for years, and 
handled thousands of vaude per-- 
formers. 

Simpson refused to change name 
of his agency after his partner, 
Will Sley, died in Feb., 1941, and 
carried on the business under its 
longtime title. 


ALEXANDER THE GREAT 

Claude Alexander Conlin Sr., 74, 
magician known professionally as 
Aléxander the Great and for years 
a headliner on top vaude circuits, 
died Aug. 5 in Seattle. More re- 
cently a resident of North Holly- 
wood, Cal., he became ill July 23 
while on his annual visit to the 
northwest. | 

Surviving are a daughter, two 
sons and a sister. 








Wife, 42, of Eddie Anderson, 
professionally known as Rochester 

Jack Benny’s shows, died Aug. 
5 in Los Angeles after a two-year 
illness. A son, Billie Anderson, a 
member of the Chicago Bears pro 
football team, survives besides her 
husband. 





Lester F. Winters, 48, payroll 
accountant for Panoramic Produc- 
tions, died Aug. 1 in a motor crash 
near Pico, Cal. He was formerly 
with Columbia and RKO. 





Herold Hendel, brother of James 
Hendel, UA manager in Pittsburgh, 
died in Pitt July 22 after a long 
illness. An uncle is Harry Hendel, 
vtt Pitt theatre owner. 





wood film editor for years, diced 
of a heart attack in Hollywood 
Aug. 6. Wife and three sons, all 
film editors, survive. 





Peggy McCarthy, 
cashier at the Roxy Theatre, N. Y., 
died Aug. 6 at the Variety Clubs- 





Will Rogers Hospital, 
Lake, N. Y. 
Sister, 45, of William, Harry, 


Louis and Bernard Brandt, theatre 
operators, died Aug. 5 in New 
York. A daughter and a sister also 
survive. 





Father of Dawn Mitchell, dancer 


with Civic Light Opera Assn. in| 


Pittsburgh, died July 28 in New 
York. 





Harry Russell Gurney; 


no, Wales. He had been with the 
Gaumont circuit for 35 years. 





Jose I. Medina, concert pianist. 
died July 30 in Los Angeles. His 
wife, two daughters and three 
grandchildren survive. 


John Windle, 58. manager for 
more than 20 years of Sunbeam 
Theatre, Sheffield, Eng., died re- 
cently in that city. 


Ernest Whitman, 61, who ap- 
peared as Bill Jackson on the radio 
and tv “Beulah” shows, died Aug. 
6 in Los Angeles. 


Father, 82, of actress Miriam 
Hopkins, died Aug. 4 in Kankakee, 
Ill. Also surviving are two other 
daughters. 


Mother, 73. of screen writer 
DeVallon Scott died of cancer Aug. 
4 in North Hollywood. 








do, died July 27 in Hollywood. 








Politicos 
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over, both on tv and on the 16m 
club and political meeting circuit. 
The budget-conscious candidate 
has discovered the economy of 
film, as well as the advantage of 
the more polished production. 
Flock of Spots 

Another innovation of this year’s 
tele-politicking will be the wide 
use of spot endorsements for local 
candidates by national leaders of 
both parties. 
Martin (R.-Mass.), Minority Leader 


Leader Charles Halleck (R.-Ind.) 
and Minority Whip W. McCormack 
(D.-Mass.) are among those who 


tive parties. Candidates tail these 
to their own local shows, or buy 
tv spots to plug their causes. Rep. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., D.- 
N. Y.) 
(D.-N. J.), for example, have sev- 
eral dozen members of Congress 
endorsing them on individual one- 
minute spots with which they plan 


radio campaigning, and Democratic 
incumbent Thomas A. Burke are 
wrestling for the seat left vacant 
by the death of the late Robert 
A. Taft. .A lumber company has 
bought time on eight stations 
spotted throughout the state, and 
presents each candidate in his own 
tv campaign short on alternate 
weeks. Robert Coar, director of 
the Congressional Radio-TV Stu- 
dios, and his staff, prepare four 
prints weekly. These are used 
simultaneously on half the partici- 
pating station, complete with com- 
mercials. This is probably the first 
time a public service contributor 





Hanson (Pete) Fritch, 66, Holly-| 


39, former 


theatre | 
manager, died July 30 at Llandud- . 


Mother, 65. of actress Janet Wal- | 
| available in Macao with the recent | 


has entered straight political tele- 
| cneting. 

| -In some cases, as in South Da- 
| kota, entire delegations of one 
| party are preparing film for tv. 
In others, several candidates team 
|together to win votes via tv. Big- 
|gest users of this particular brand 


! 


of campaign tv probably have been | 


Democratic Senators Lyndon John- 
|son, of Texas, and Robert Kerr, 
;of Oklahoma, both of whom virtu- 
|ally blanketed their states with 
| weekly shows, in advance of their 
| successful primaries. 


| Such shorts as “The Red Web,” | 


ja GOP National Committee com- 
|pilation of the Communist expose 
jin government; the 
, “Operation Ivy’’; and a short based 
‘on the Harry Dexter White case, 
|narrated by Rep. Charles Brown- 
ison (R.-Ind.), will be widely used, 


with foreword or endings by the | 


local candidates. 


Most shows are scaled for the 
| 15-minute segment, but some run 
|as long as half-hour. Many are bio- 
| graplical sketches of the member's 
| Congressional lives, using stock 
| footage, as well as live shots, to 
trace their records of legislation. 
| The ample film files kept by Coar 
are being given a daily workout, 


Saranac With frequent forays into those of | 


| such government agencies as De- 
'partment of Defense and Civil De- 
'fense Administration for back- 
| ground material. 

Though all Congressional - made 
'vidpix are usable for radio-tv 
i'simuleasts, the use of radio is 
\likely to follow the pattern set in 
previous campaigns, largely be- 
cause there are few new 
to conquer in that field. 
however, the present quorum of 
'75 representatives and 25 senators 
who use tv regularly is likely to 
go much higher in the next Con- 
gress as a result of the new record 
'in the grassroots use of tv. 





ame ca momen meme 


‘La Ronde’ Ads 


quan Continued from page |) gaa 
to maintain good relations with its 
readership, the Trib is fearful that 
the juicy publicity given ‘La Ron- 
de” might have prejudiced the 
Catholic body against it just as 














H-Bomb pic, | 


worlds | 
In video, | 
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| 
| Macao 
| commas Continued from pase 2 ——_ 


| attendants, plus scatterings from 
| other countries of Asia. 

| U.S. personnel down from Japan 
}usually stay overnight. An _ all- 
expense stopover at $20 includes 
hotelroom, three meals, sightseeing 
| trip, including a visit to an opium 
{den under the rein of a _ profes- 
| sional guide, and return ferry fare 
| to Hong Kong. 

| There are no Western style 
|nightclubs, their closest replica 
| being the dancehalls. Filmhouses 
‘show only Chinese product from 
'Hong Kong, Formosa and Red 








|China, with an occasional Soviet | 


| film with Chinese subtitles. 
Locally-made films will soon be 


‘opening of a studio here. Silveria 
| Machado will produce “The Long 
| Road,” starring popular 


| by Euricco Ferreira. Story is based 
|on refugees from the mainland in 
| Macao. It will be made in three 
| versions—Chinese, Portuguese and 
| English. Initial production nut is 
| set at $50,000. 
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‘Dailies’ Higher Rates 


| aaa Continued from page 1 jew 
{was not undertaken to plan an 





Speaker José¢ph W. | “attack” on newspapers, but that |; 


it’s aim is to’ obtain facts and 
|hibitors. It’s stressed that the 
/problem is strictly a local one. 


| A breakdown of th rate structure 


have made one-minute film spots! shows that 75% of the newspapers | 
endorsing members of their respec-| with a circulation of up to 10,000) New York, Aug. 7. Mother, the for- 


|eharge theatres the same rates as 


merchants, 15% charge 
rates, and 10% charge 
For circulations of 


| local’ 
| higher 
lower rates. 


and Rep. Charles Howell! 10,000 to 25,000, it’s 50° same, | 


35% higher, 15% lower; from 
} 25,000 to 50,000, it’s 55% higher, 
\24% same, 21% lower, from 50,- 
| 000 to 100,000, it’s 67% higher, 


Chinese | 
; actress Chung. Ching and directed | 


loudly as they were against “French 
Line.” ° 

World Playhouse, where the film 
| opened last Saturday (7), was noti- 
| fied only a day ahead by several 
of the newspapers that its ads were 
; non grata. Atter running some ad- 
| vance space in its first Friday edi- 
| tion, the Sun-Times rejected “La 
| Ronde” ads the rest of the day, 
and later reinstated them afier film 
‘critic Eleanor Kesn spoke out ap- 
| provingly for the pic. Afternoon 
| papers, the American and the Daily 
| News, hedged for a time and then 
| yielded space. 

“La Ronde,” after three years of 
hassling, finally won its right to 
play here last spring via an Illi- 
/nois Supreme Court decision. 


MARRIAGES 


Mary Catherine Hunt to Stanley 
Green, New York, Aug. 8. Groom 
is Walden Recorcs’ exec. 

Mildred Segal to Vernon Lodge. 
Pittsburgh. Juiv 31. Bride’s a 
dancer; he’s a musician. 

Gladys Ripley to Eric Dick, Chi- 





cester, Eng., recently. Bride’s a 
concert singer. 
Joyce Wood to William Cowan, 


Cove, Scotland, July 26. Bride is 
daughter of Chalmers Wood, band 
and theatrical impresario. 

Horiensia Rivas to Dick Kieiner, 
New York, Aug. 7. Bride is col- 
umnist Louis Schbol’s secretary; 
he’s an NEA columnist. 

Ingrid L. Adoltssonh to Stephen 

°E. Sead'er. New York, Aug. 7. 
Groom is son of Si Seadler, Metro 
advertising manager. 
Donna Gioia Marconi to George 
| A. Braga, Cortachy Castle, Scot- 
| land, Aug. 5. Bride is former NBC- 
TV and radio producer, and daugh- 
, ter of Marconi, inventor of radio. 
Patricia Locke to Virgil Miers, 
| Dallas, Aug. 7. Bride is daughter 
lof founder of Tracy-Locke ad 
| agency, he’s amusements editor of 
|Dallas Times Herald. 

Sarah Frank to Bob Howe, Chi- 
cago, Aug. 6. Bride is research di- 
(rector tor Campbell-Mithun ad 
agency; he’s publicist for the Blue 
Angel nitery there. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. William Connelly, 

'son, Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. Mother's 
,on WDTYV staff; father is a sales- 
jman for WENS. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Jack Harris. son, 
Fort Worth, Tex.. July 31. Father 
‘is with WBAP in that city. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Ruby Raksin, 
| daughter, Santa Monica, July 31. 
| Father is a songwriter. 
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Con- 
inelly, son, Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 
| Mother is director of women’s pro- 
grams at WDTV; father is sales 
staffer with same station. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hicks, daugh- 

j}ter, New York, July 29. Father is 
}an associate director with DuMont 
net. 
Mr. ad Mrs. Robert Beebe, 
daughter, Amityville, L.I., recently. 
Father is an account exec with 
WHLI, Hempstead, N.Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Maitles, 
| daughter, Glasgow, July 30. Father 
is an exhibitor. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Duffy. son, 
Chicago, Aug. 6. Father is a sales- 
man with ABC in Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard (Dick) 
Tucker, daughter, Cambridge, 
Mass., Aug. 5. Father is an an- 
nouncer with WBZ, WBZ-TV, 
Boston. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fouce Jr., 
daughter, Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
Father is director of the Spanish 
language theatres owned by Frank 
Fouce Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sterling, 
son, Burbank, Cal., Aug. 2. Mother, 
the former Anne Jeffreys. stars 
with her husband on CBS-TV’s 
“Topper” series. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Orr. son, 
Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 6. Mother 
s the former Joy Page, daughter 
of Mrs. Jack L. Warner; father is 








Sam Rayburn D.-Tex.), Majority | figures that might benefit local ex- | an executive at Warners. 


| Mr. and Mrs. John Drake. daugh- 
iter, Los Angeles, Aug. 5. Father is 
'a member of The Modernaires. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Alan Rhone. son, 


mer Morina Scibo, at one time was 
assistant director on “Kraft rele- 
|vision Theatre”; father is a tv 


| director. 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Blackstone, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 


| Mother, Elvira (Ellie) Blackstone, 
lwas “Miss Color TV” for 1950; 
| father is a personal manager, not 
|to be confused with the head of the 


to saturate’ their districts’ channels. | 25% same, 8% lower; from 100,000! Bjackstone agency. 


where GOP Rep. George 





Bender, a pioneer in the use of 


Probably most precedent -break-| to 250,000, it’s 71% higher, 22% | 
ing use of political tv is in Ohio,|same, 7% lower; on over 250,000,' Jr, son, Aug. 7, Bronxville, N. Y. 
H. | it’s 89% higher, 11° same, none | He is president of Skouras Thea- 


lower. 


Mr. & Mrs. Spyros S. Skouras 


itres Corp. 
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